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A~J ACT 
Amending the act of April 20 1050 (P J, 58) entitlctl "An net con· 

solidating and revising the V chicle Code tho 'l'rnctor Code the 

:Motor V chicle }'in::mcial RcsponsibiJity Act 'and other acts re· 

fating to the ownership possession and use of vehicles and trac· 

tors" including additional buses within the provisions relating 

to school buses further providing for tho operation of school 

buses and lights located thcrC'on and providing penalties 

ExPLANATION-OAPITAL LETrER8 Indicate new matter added t.o blll. Matter .Ule1len U..elleh 
13 to be omitted Crom bUJ. 
Underscoring ln~lct.teii new matter a.dded to e~tlng l&w. (Brackets] l.ndtct.te m.attft. 
stricken from extatlng law. 
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Tho ONieral Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

horeby enacts as follows 

I Section 1 Clause (0) subsection (b) of section 840 act of .April 29 

2 1059 (I> J., 58) known as "The V chicle Code" amended December 10 

3 1959 (P L 17 40) is amended to read 

4 Section 840 School Buses Safety Requirements 

* * * 

6 . (b) No person shall own or operate a school bus carrying school 

7 children on the highways of this Commonwealth that in addition to the 

8 other requirements of this act does not conform with the following 

9 * * * 

10 (0) fEvcry school bus originally titled in Pennsylvania prior to the 

l l cffectivo date of this amending act shall in addition to any other equip-

12 ment and distinctive markings required by this act be equipped with one 

13 (1) signal ]amp visible from the front and one (1) other visible from the 

14 rein each showing a flashing red lightj. Every school bus foriginally 

15 titled in Pennsylvania on or after the effective date of this amending 

16 act shall-:} arnl every motor bus or motor omnibus operated hy common 

17 carriers of passengers holrling a ccl'tifica to of public convenience issued 

J,8 hy the Public Utility Commission while being used exclusively for the 
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i- trnnsportation of school children between their homes and school shall 

2 'on and after August 1 19~ in addition to any other cqui1nncnt And dis· 

3 tinctiYe markings required by this act be equipped with two alternAtcly 

4 flp_shing signal lamps visible from tho front nnd two nltcrnately flashing 

5 signal lamps visible from the rear each showing a flashing red light 

6 Each lamp shall be mounted as high ns prMticahlo upon the boily of 

7 the bus Each such additional device slrnll bo plainly visibl() to operators 

8 of approaching vehicles in normal sunlight and at night from a distance 

9 of [one hundred (100)] fivo hundrc<l (500) feet to tho front or rear 

10 as the case may ho shall not project a glaring light and sl1a\l be of 

11 t~·pes approved by the secretary 

12 * * * 

13 Penalty Any person violating any of the provhions of this eectlon 

14 sliall upon summary conviction before a nrngistrnlo Lo scntcncc<l to pay 

15 a fine of not less than ten do1Jars ($10.00) and not more than twenty· 

16 five dollHrs ($25.00) and costs of prosecution and in dofnult of the 

17 payment thereof shaH undergo imprisonment for not less than five (6) 

18 days and not more than ten (10) days 

19 Section 2 Clauses (11) and (12) of subsection (b) section 810 and 

20 subsection (c) section 1002 of the act are amended to read 
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Section 840 School Buses Safety Requirements 

2 * * * 

3 (b) No person shall own or operate a school bus c~rrying school 

4 children on tlie highways of this Commonwealth that in addition to tho 

5 other requirements of this act does not conforni with tho following 

6 * * * 
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(11) 'Vhertever school bus loading zones lrnvo been estalJlisl1ed At 

or near a school or along a }1igh\vay it shall be unlawful for a school 

bus opera tor to stop his bus to pick up or discharge pupils at any lo<'a~ 

tion other than at such loading zones 

~ rehool ~ ~ftk:tp wltm opnati~ Em ft ~~ wH* leffil 

(-4 f»' ~ t~hlt> ~0 sl+till tH~l- ~ t# ~ ~ ffi' dicel11u·g=e ttat*H 

wOO fH+ltrt ~-e&3 -t-Jte JiighWA:j< 

Tho provisions of this patagraph shall not apply within business or 

residence dishicts where there are cnrhs and sidewalks 

· For the purpose of this clause school bus operators shall include 

operators of buses operated by C-Ommon <'arriors of passengers holding 

certificates of public convenience issued by the Public Utility Commis­

sion tliat are being used exclusively for the transportation of school 

children to or from school and are in compliance with the requirements 



·1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

' • - ,,--- .. -- P-.. • ~ • 

5 Printer's No.-1165 . 
of clause3 (7) and (9) 

(12) The provisions of cJause (7) of this section requiring labeling 

and of danso (!:I) requiring RltePURtel.'f flashing reel lights shall apply to 

all buses whcu mc<l cxdush·cly for the transportation· of school chil­

dren whether or not the bus is i;>wned and operated by a person or com- · 

p:my .Stibjcct to the jurisdiction of the Pennsylvania Public Utility 

Commission but lJO!lC of the other provisions of [sahl clause or of clause 

(O)] dame (7) of this section shall apply fo buses subject to tho juris­

diction of the Public Utility Connni~ion 

Tho provisions o( cl::msc (7) rcfjuiring laheling and the provision 

of C'l:rn~e (fl) rC'rp1iri11g nltnnnt-~ ffoshin~ red lights shall not apply 

to ony hns opemtc1l hy n common carrier of passengers holding a cer­

tifknte of pnhlic ronvcnienrc i!'sucd b.v tho Pnl11ic Utility Commi$Sion 

when hoi11g mecl to trflnsport school <'hildrcn within business or resi-

1lC'lll'C districts where thcro aro curbs arnl sidewalks 

Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions of this section 

shall upon summary conviction beforo a magistrate bo sentenced to pay 

a flno of 11ot less tl1nn ten dollars ($10.00) and not more tlian twenty-five 

($25.00) nml costs of prosecution an<l in default of the payment there­

of ~}1nll undergo imprisonment for not less than fhe (5) days and not 
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more than ten (10) days 

Section 1002 Hestrictions as to Speed 

* * * 

(c) Subject to tho provisions of subsections {a) and (b) of this se<:r 

Hon it shall be unlawful for tho following kinds lYT>es and classes of 

vehicles to be operated at a greater speed tlian horeinaf ter provided ex­

cept when such •chicles are being operated on highways m1dcr the su­

pervision and control of a turnpike commission in which case subject to 

speed restrictions by sueh turnpike commission as hereinbeforo -pro­

vided the maximum s11eed limits shall be twenty (20) miles per hour 

greater than hereinafter provided 

Commercial motor vehicles and truck trnctors R clRss fifty (50) 

miles per hour 

Motor buses aud omnibuses while being used exclusively for the 

transportation of school children between their homes and school fifty 

(50) miles per hour on highways having four (4) or more lanes or forty 

(40) miles per hour on hi~liways having less than four (4) Janes 

School buses as defined in subsection (a) of section 840 fifty (50) 

miles per hour on highways having four (4) or more lanes or forty 

(40) miles per hour on highways having less than four (4) lanes 



1 

2 

3 

6 

7 

8 

9 

\_ io 

11 

19 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

7 Printer's No.~1165 

All ether commercial motor vehicles and truck tractors all com· 

l>iuations of commercial motor vehicloe or truck tractors and trailers 
, 

or semi-trailers fifty (50) miles per hour on highways having four (4) 

or moro Janes or forty (40) miles per hour on highwnys having less than 

four (4) lanea 

* * * 

Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions 0£ this sectiou 

shall upon summary conviction. before l\ magistrate be sentenced to 

pa~· a fine of ten (lollars ($10.00) and costs of pro.:.ecution and in de-

,, 
feult of 1rnymcnt thcr€of shall undergo imprisonment for not more 

than five (6) days 

Section 3 Section 1018 of the act amended August 6 1959 (P I~ 

653) is amended to read 

Section 1018 Pl\ssing and Operating School Buses 

[(a) On highways having roadways not divided by safety islands 

or ph~·sirnl traffic SC'paration installation the drh·cr of any vehicle ap-

proac·hing- or ovcrt11king a school lnts conforming to the i·equirerncnts 

of this act which is being used solely for the transportation of children 

to or from school and which has stopped for the purpose of receiving 

or disrharging one or more school children .;hall stop his vehicle not less) 
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1 [than ten {10) fret from the S('hool bus and keep his vehicle stationary 

2 until every school child shall have entered the bus or every school child 

3 leaving tho school bua at that place shall havo nlightcJ and reached the 

4 side of tho highway 

5 (b) On highways having dual or multiple roadways separated by 

6 eafety islands or physical traffic separation installations the driver of 

7 any vehicle overtaking a school bus which hM stopped for tho purp~so 

8 of receiving or discharging ono or moro school children shall stop his · 

9 vehido not less than ten (10) feet from the school bus and keep his 

10 vehicle stationary until every school child shall have entered the bu3 

11 or until every school child leaving the school bus at that place shall 

12 have alighted and reached the side of tho highway 

13 (c) On highways hnving dual or m\1ltiple roadways separated by 

14 safety islands or physical traffic separation insta11ations the driver of a 

15 Ychiclo on another roadway approaching a school bus which has stopp('d 

16 for the purpose of receiving- or discl1argi11g any school d1ild sliall rrduco 

17 the speed of his vehicle to not more than fifteen (15) miles ])er hour nnd 

18 shall not resume normal speed until his vehicle l1ns passed the school 

19 bus and any child who may have alighted thercfrvm or is about to rnter 

20 tl1c sdiool bus] 
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1 ·· [(<l} Whcnc,·er a school bus is parked at the curb for the purpose of 

2, , receiving children directly from a scl1ool or djscharging children to en· 

3 ter a school which is located on tho same sido of the street as that on 

4 which tho school bus is parked drivers of vehicles shall be permitted tQ 

ti pass the school bus without stopp;ng but at a speed not in excess of 
/· 

6 fifteen {15) miles per hour 

7 (e) Tho drh·cr of any school bus being used solely for the tran&-

8 portation of children to or from school shall not start his bus until 

9 every child who may have alighted therefrom shall have reached a place 

10 of safety] 

11 (a) The driver of any vehicle approaching or overtaking a school 

12 bus which has stopped on the highway or in an established school bus 

13 loading zono and has in operation i110 altePnftte~ flashing red signnl 

14 lamps £rovided in section 840 (b) (9) shall stop his vehicle not less than 

15 ten (10) feet to the front or rear of the school bus and shnll keep his 

16 vchirlo sfflfionary nntil the alten1atel.~ ifashing red signal )amps arc no 

17 lollgcr nctivated If tho alteFHalely flashing red signal lamps are not ac-

18 tiYnted tho driver of any approaching or overtaking vehicle shall be 

101-SW-2(hr) 

--;.-.;:....-· 
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1 permitted to pass the school bus without stopping but at a speed not in · 

2 excess of twenty-five (25) miles per hour 

3 (b) Tho driver of any scho~l bus being used solely for the transpor: 

. 4 tation of children between their homes and school shall activate the 

6 altePiiatel,;c flashing red signal lamps onl_y when approaching within two 

6 hundred and fif t.v (250) feet to two hundred (200) feet of an es tab- . 

7 lishcd school bus loading zo110 for the purpose of receiving or dischRrft 

8 ing school children and such flashing signals shall bo kept in oporatio~ 

9 until all pupils have boarded or alighted from tho bus nnil Jiavo roached 

10 a plae-0 of safety Tho driver shall not permit any pupil to board o~ 

11 . alight fl'Qm a school bus until visible approaching t\lld overtaking traflio 

12 has stopped The driver shall not stnrt his bus until every child who maz 

13 have alighted therefrom sliall have reached a place of safety .. 

14 (c) Tho driver of any school bus shall not activate the alte1eately 

15 flashing red signal lamps within business or r63idcnce districts where 

16 there are curbs and sidewalks when p~rkei:l at the curb for the purpo~ 

17 of receiving children directly from a school or discharging children to 

18 enter a school which is located on the same side of the street as that 

19 on which the school bus is parked or when stopped off the traveled por-

20 tion of a highway having four (4) or more traveled lanes 
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1 (d) For tho purpose of this section school bus shall ho as defined in. 

· 2 section 840 (n) and shall inciudo buses operated by common carriers of 

8 J!llsscngcrs holding certificates of public convenience issued by tho Pub-

4 lio Utility C<>mmission that are being used exclusively for the trans: 

6 portation of school children· to or from school and are in compliance 

6 with tho requirements of subsection (b) ('l) and (9) of section 840 of 

7 this act 

8 Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions of this section 

9 shall upon summary conviction before a magistrate bo sentenced to pay 

10 a fine of twenty-five doUars ($25.00) and. costs of prosecution and in 

11 default of payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not more 

· 12 than ten (10) days 

13 Section 4 This act shall tako effect August 1 1962 except that tho 

14 amendments to subsection (c) of section 1002 shall take effect im-

15 mediately 
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We certify that this bill hae passed the Senate and the House of 

Representatives. 

• I I I I I I • I I t I I I I I I I I I I I I I I t I • I I I I' I I • I I • I I 

Chief Olerk, Senate 

········································ President pro temporc, Senato 

I I I I I I I I I t I I I I I I I I t - I I I I I t I t I I i I t I I I I I I t • 

Speaker, Jiouso of Hcprcscntatives 

Approved The •••• , , •• day of , ••••••• , , , , ••••••.•.. A. D. 1961. 
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Governor 


