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Tim Ol?ORAL ASSEMBLY 011' PBNN8YLVANU 

MESSRS. ROONEY, SEYLER, HAYS, SESLER AND YATRON, 
IN PLACE, l~EBRUARY 8, 1961 • 

i:-

. AS AMENDED ON THIRD READING, IN IIOUSI<~ OF 
HEPHESEXTATIVES, AUGUST 9, 1001. 

AN ACT 
Amending the act of April 29 1959 (P L 58) entitled "Au act con-

solidating and revising the Vehicle Code the Tractor Code the 

:Motor Vehicle :Financial Responsibility Act and other acts ?e-

lating to the ownership possession and use 0£ vehicles and tr~c-

tors,, REQUIIHING THE NOTICE OF CONVICTION :FOR 

YIOJ,ATIONS IN OTIIEH STATES TO CON'l'AIN A O:ER-
: l 

TIFJED HECORD OF THE CONYICTION AND REQUID-

ING THE S.A:\lE TO BE :MADE AVAILABLE including 
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additional bi1scs within the pro,·isions relating to school buses 

further proYiding for tho operation ~£ school buses ·aml Hghts 

located ther.con and providing penalties 

TI1e General Assembly of the Commonwealth of · Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 
! •• * .. 

4 SECTION 1 SUBSEOTION (E) OF SECTION 618 ·AOT OF 

·5 APRIL ·29 1059 (I' l, 58) KNO)VN AS ''TUE VEHIOI,E CODE,., 

6 AMENDED APJUJ, 2~ 10~_1, ~p. L 108) }S AMENDED TO READ 
,, 

7 SECTION G18 SUSPENSION OF J,IOENSES OR Ol'~RATING 

8. PRIVIJ,EG ES 

9 * * * 

10 (E) THE SECRETARY IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED AFTER 
:-,, 

ll _A HEARING BEFORE THE SECRET.ARY OR HIS REPHESENTA­

lt TIVE OR UPON FAILUHE OF THE SAID PEHSON TO .APPgAR 

13 .AT SUCH lIEAUING TO SUSPRND 'l'IIE Ol)EHATOR'S J,ICENSE 

14 OR LEARNER'S PERMI'l' OF ANY PEHSON J,IOENSED IN THIS 

15 CO::\IMON\VEALTH UPON RECEIVING NOTICE OF THE CON-

,, 
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1 VICTION OF SUCH PEHSON IN ANOTHER STATE OF AN 
•. 

• 
2 OFFENSE TIIEHEIN \VIIICII IF COMMl'fl'ED IN THIS CO~f-

'; 

3 MON\VEALTH \VOULD DE GHOUNDS FOR THE SUSPENSION 

~ OR REVOCATION OF THE I~ICENSE OF AN OPERATOR BUT. 

5 ·IF THE OPERA~OR'S I>RIVILEGES OF SUCH PER~ON HAS 

6 BEEN SUSPENDED IN THE OTHER STATE THEN. suoir 

7 SU$PENSION SHALL.BE. FQU. THE SAME PERIOD OF TI!lE AS 
.?; : . ·.·: •·: ., · .. -

8 T:1fAT PROV_ID~D IN THE SU~PENSION H~ THE QTHER 

9 STATE AND NO PART OF THE SUSPENSION ORDERED BY 

~~ THE SECRETARY SHALT, DE SERVED AFTER THE EXPIBA­

ll . TION <?If i+'H~ S1!SPENS~ON ~MPO.SE~ n.Y THE_ O~HER STATE 
. - . ' . . . . . ; . . ' ~ . . . . .. . .. . •. 

J2 THE NOTICE OF THE CONVICTION :MUST BE SENT BY Tli~ 

18 MOTOR VEHICLE OR TRACTOR ADMINISTRATOR AND CON: 
! .. 

14 TAIN A C}~R'l'IFIED RECORD OF 'l'H}; CONVICTION IN SUdH 

15 OTHER STATE AND SHAI,L DR MADE AV AILABI,E TO TJiE 

16 PENNSYLVANIA OPERATOR OR IIIf:LREPRESENTATIVE i 

17 * * * 
, .. 

18 SECTION 2 CLAUSE (9) OF SUBSI~CTION (B) OF SECTION 

, . 
19 840_ OF THE ACT AMENDED D~CEMBE~ 10 19.5~. (P L 1?49) IS 

~ AMENDED TO READ 
I .' 
l.. 
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Section 840 School Buses s'afcty Requirements 

* * * 

(b) No person shall own or operate a school bus carrying school 

children on the highways of this Commonwealth that in addition to tho­

other requirements of this act does not conform with the following 

* * * 

(9) f Every school bus originally titled in Pennsylvania prior to the 

effective date of this amending act shall in addition to any other equip­

ment and distinctive markings required by this act be equipped with one 

(1) signal lamp visible from the front and ono (1) other visible from the 

rear each showing a flashing red light! Every school bus foriginally 

titled in Pennsylvania on or after the effective date of thts amending 

act shallj. Md every motor bue or motor omnibus operated by oommon 

carriers of paS!engers holding a certi6C-Ate of public conTenience issued 

by the Public Utility Commission while being used exclusively for the 

tran~portation of achoo} cbUdren between thef r home! and echool shaU 

on and after Auj:!ust 1 1962 in addition to any other equipment and dis­

tinctive markings required by this act be equipped with two alternately 

flashing signal lampa visible from tho front and two alternately flashing 
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1 . signal lamps visible from the rear each showing a flashing red light . 
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Each lamp shall bo mounted as high as practicable upon the body of 

tho bus Each such additional device shall be plainly visible t.o operators 

of approaching vehicles in normal sunlight and at night from a distance 

of (one hundred (100)] five ~undrcd (500) foot to the front or rQar 

as the case may be shall not project a glaring light and shall be of 

types approved by the secretary 

* * * 

Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions of this section 

s}rnll upon slmunnry conviction before a nrngistrate be sentcncctl to pay 

a fine of not less tlH\n ten dollars ($10.00) and not more than twcnty­

five dolhrs ($25.00) and costs of pro~ecutiou and in default 0£ ~he 

payment thereof shnll undergo imprisonment for not less than five (5) 

days an<l not more than ten (10) clays 

Section g. 3 01auscs (11) nrnl (12) of suhscetion (h) section 840 and 

subsection (c) section 1002 of the act are amended to read 

Section 840 School Buses Safety Requirements 

* * -I· 

(b) No person shall own or operate a school bus carrying school 

children on the highways of this Commonwealth tl1at in addition to the 

-_. 
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1 other requifcnicnts of. this act docs not conform with the f ollowiug 

2 * * * 

3 (11) 'Vhcmevcr sc11ool b~s loading zones have been established at 

4 . or near a school or along a highwl\y it shall bo unlawiul for a school 

lS bus operator to stop bis bus to pick up or discharge pupils at any loca;. 

6 tion other than at such loading tones 

7 ~ eeft.ee.I ~ 6Jiel'f\(ep ~ epe1afo~@ &ft ft highway wtt.h ~ 

8 f-11 E1I' ~ h1ftve1al:ile ~a~ w* 6!6f t.& I#~ eP diool1RP~ ~ 

9 ~ ~ ~ t.he ltighwe.i 

10 The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply within business or 

11 residence districts wlicre thcro aro curbs and sidewalks 

12 For tho puryoso of this clause school bus operators shall inolude 

lS operators of buses operated by common carriers of passengers holding 

14 certificates of public convenience issued by tho Public Utility Com~ 

15 sion that are being used exclusively for the transp<>rtation of school 

16 children to or from school and are in complianc.e with the requiremen!! 

17 of clauses ('l) and (0) 

18 (12) The proYisions of clause (7) of this section requiring labeling 

19 and of clause (9) requiring eltePnately flasl1ing red lights shall apply to 

20 all buses when used exclusively for the transportation of school chil~ 
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1 <}rcn whether or not tho bus is owned and operated by a person or coru· 

2 pany subject to the jurisd1ction of the Pennsyhania Publio Utility 

3 Commission but none of the other provisions of [said clause or of clause 

4 (9)) clause (7) of this section shaJI apply to buses subject to tho juris-

5 diction of the Public Utility Commi~ion 

6 Tho provisions of clause (7) requiring labeling and the provision 

7 of clause (9) requiring alterBately flashing red lights s~all not applz 

8 t.o any bus opera tcd by a oomruon carrier of passengers holding a CCI" 

9 tificate of public convenience issued by the PulJlic Utility· Commission 

10 when being used to transport scl10ol children within business or resi-

11 deuce districts where there are curbs and sidewalks 

12 Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions of this section 

13 shall upon summary conviction before a magistrate he sentenced to pay 

14 a fine of not less than ten do11ars ($10.00) nnd not moro than twenty-five 

15 ($25.00) and costs of prosecution and in def a ult of tho payment there-

16 of slia11 undergo imprisonment. for not less than five (5) days and not 

17 

18 

19 

more than ten (10) days 

Section 1002 Restrictions as to Speed 

* * * 

. , 
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1 (<?) Subject to the pro·~·isions of subsections (a) and (b) of this sec-

2 tion it shall bo unlawful for tho following kinds typc3 and classes of 

3 \'Chi~~cs to Le 9peratcd t\t a greater speed than hereinafter provided ex· 

4 ccpt when such vehicles aro being operated on highways under the su· 1 

5 pcrvision and control of a turnpike commission in which case subject to 

6 speed restrictions b~· such turnpike commission as hercinbeforo pro·. 

7 viiled the maximum spcc1l limits slrnll bo tw('nty (20) miles per hour 

8 greater tlrnn hcrei11nftcl' pNvidcd 

9 Commercial mot'lr \"Chicles n111l trnek tml.'tors n class fifty (50) 

10 miles per honr 

11 ~fotor buses nrnl om11il1t1H'.S while hei11~ mc•l cxdm:ivcl.v for the 

] 2 transport n ti on of school ehil.lrcn hct wccn t flf'i r l1omcs arnl s<'hool fifty 

13 (50) miles per hour on highwn,vs J1:wi11J,:" four (.t) or more lanes or forty 

14 (-10) miles per liour on higliways J11wi11g l<'~S thnn four (-1) Janes 

15 School buses as d<•fl11cd in rnh::cl'tion (n) of sc('tion S.10 fifty (50) 

16 miles per hour on highw11ys 11:wi11g four ( 4) or moro lnnC's or forty 

17 (40) miles per hour on highwiws Jin,·ing fogs thnn four (4) lanes 

18 All ~thcr commercial motor vcl1icles ancl truck tractors all com-

19 hinations of commercial motor vchic1cs or frn('k tractors and trailers 

20 or semi-trailers fifty (50) miles per hour on highways having four (4) 
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1 or nioro Janes or forty (40) miles per hour on highways having less than 

2 . four (4) Janos· 

3 * * * 

4 Penalty Any pers~n violating any of tho }lro\·isions of this s<.>ction 

5 shall upon summary conviction before a magislrnto bo ~<>ntC'ncc(l to 

6 pa~· a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) and costs of \lfOS('Clltion ornl in tlo· 

7 fault of i)aymcnt thereof shall undergo impriso11111cnt for not moro 

8 tlrnn five (5) days 

9 Section 3 4 Section 1018 of the act amc1Hled Augn~l 0 Hlti!) (P J, 

10 G53) is amended to read 

11 Section 1018 Passing ~ncl Operating School Uuscs 

l 2 [(a) On highways havfog roadways not dividctl hy ~afcty is1:uu1s 

13 or physical trnmc scp:.uation installation the drh·cr of :my YCliido ap-

14 pronching or overtaking n ~chool lrns conforming- to the rNp1ir<'llH'1tfs 

15 of this act which is being med solely for tl10 transportation of chilrlrt'n 

16 to or from school and which has stopped for the purpose of rcct'iving 

17 or cli~charging one or more sehool chil<lrm i:lrnll stop his whiclc not lc;S:i 

18 than ten (10) feet from tlie i;rl1ool lms nnd keep his vehicle stationary 

19 until C\'cry school child shall lrnvc cntc1·c<l the hus or c\·cry school c11i1tl) 
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1 (leaving tho school bus -at that place shall ham alighted nnd reached the 

2 side of the highway · 

3 (b) On highways having dual or multiple roadways separated by 

4: safety islai.ids or physical traffic separation installations the driver of 

5 any vchic!'3 overtaking a school bus which ~a.~ stopped for the purpose 

6 of receiving or discharging one or more school children shall stop hi& 

7 vehicle not less than ten (10) feet from the school bus and keep his 

8 Ychiclo stationary until every school child shall l1ave entered the bus 

9 or until cvory sc11ool child leaving the school bus at that place shall 

10 havo alighted and reac.hcd the side of tho highway 

11 (o) On highways having dual or multiple roadways separated by 

12 safety islands or physi~al traffic separation installations the driver of a 

13 \'Chicle on another roa<lway approaching a school bus which has stopped 

14 for tl!C purpose of receiving or disdrnrging any school child shall reduce 

15 the speed of his vehicle to not more than fifteen (15) miles per hour and 

16 shall not resume norm::il speed until his vehicle bas passed the school 

17 bus and any chihl who may have alighted therefrom or is about to enter 

18 tho school bus 

19 (d) 1Vhcncvcr a school bus is parked at the curb for the purpose of 

20 receiving children dircctiy from a school or discharging children to en-] 
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1• [ter a school which is locatc(l on the 8atnc side of the street as th~.t on 

2 which the school bus is parked drivers of vehicles shall be permitted w 
--

3 pass the school bus without stopping but at a speed not in excess oi 

4 fifteen (15) miles per hour 

5 (e) The driver of any school b~ being use<l. solely for tho trans-

6 portation of children to or from school shall not sfart his bus unt.U 

7 every child who may have alighted therefrom shall have reached a place-

8 of safety] 

9 (a) The driver of any vehicle approaching or overtaking a school 

10 bus which has stopped on the highway or in an established 5-~hool bus 

11 loading zone and has in operation the altePHRtely flasl1ing red signal 

12 lamps provided in section SJ:O (b) (9) shall stop his vehicle not less than 

18 ten (10) feet to tho front or rear of tho school bus and shall keep bis 

14 vehicle stationary until the alten1atel;r flashing red signal lamps are no 

15 longer activated If the alteFeately flashing red signal lamps. are not ac-

16 tivated the driver of any approaching or overtaking vehicle shall be 

17 pem1ittcd to pass tho sch0-0l bus without stopping but at a speed not in 

18 excess of twenty-five (25) miles per hour 

19 (b) The driver of any school bus being used solely for the transpor-

20 tation of children between their homes and school shall activate the-
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l ~1teP11ately f1n!!hi11g red signal "I:unps only when approaching within tw~ 

2 ·hundred aml Hf ty (250) feet to two hundred (200) feet of. an estalr 
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lie.hell school bus loading zono for tho purposo of receiving or discharg= 

ing school chilclrcn and such flasl1ing signals sliall be kept in operati~ 

until all pupils have boarded or alighted from tho bus and have reached 

n place of !Y.l~d,y _Tho driver shall not pcrniit any pupil to board 9r 

a1ight from a school bus until visible appro·aching and overt~king traffio 

hns stopped The driver slwll not start bis bus until every child who may 

have alighted therefrom shall have reached a place of safety 

(c) Tho 1lriver of any ~choo] bus shnll not activate tho altePRately: 

tlnshing red signal lnmps within business or rcsidC'ncc districts whore 

thorn arc curlJs and sidewalks when parked at the curh for tho pnq10so 

of rcrC'ivin.i:r ('hiJdren <lircctJy from a s<>hool or dis<>-liar~in~ children to 

enter a school wl1ich is located on the same side of the street as that 

on wllich the school hus is parked or when stopped off the traveled por-

fion of a highway having four (4) or more traveled lanes 

(d) ]•'or the purpose of t11is section school bus shall be as defined in 

section 840 (a) and shall include buses operated by common c~uricrs of 

passcn_gcrs holding certificates of public convenience issued by the Pub­

lic Utility Commission that arc being used exclusively for the trans-
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1 . R?rtation of school chifdten to or ~rom school and are in compliance 

2 . with the requirements of subsect!on (b) (7) and (9) of aeotion 840 ~f . 

. 3 . _thi~ ac~ . 

4 Penalty Any person violating any of the proviaions of thia -~~ction. 

5 shall upon summary conviction before a magistrate be sentenced to pay: 

6 a fino of twenty-five do11ars ($25.00) and oosts of prosecution arid u1 

7 default of payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not more 

8 than ten (10) days 

9 Se\:tion 4 5 This act shall take effect, August 1 1!)1}2 oxccpt that the· 

10 amendments TO SUBSECTION (R) OF SECTION 618 .AND to s~.i:-

~l section (o) of section 1002 shall talce efl'eet immediately 
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We c°mify that thie bill.has p~ the Senate and'-'the House of 

• I I I t it C e ~ • ~ I • I e I I I I I • I It • I I I I ,- I-, 9 I ii i ii I I ti e 

Ohief Clerk, Senate 

1111111••••.••••11111e•1ee11•••••••e•'!'"t• 

Pr6sident pro tempore1 Senate 

..... ' ................................. . 
Speaker, Houi!o of Repreeentativee 

Approved The I e I • I I • • d.&1 of . ..................... . A. D. 19tl. 

···~-····~~··4••••!······················ - f.'1.nraoc 


