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·THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
191 SeAlon of 

1 9 6 1 

. 
. , 

MESSRS. ROONEY, SEYJ.ERi' HAYS, SESLER AND YATRON, 
IN J?J~AOE, FEBRUARY 8, 190:1. 

I-· 
I 

AS .lllENDED ON THIRD READING, IN HOUSE OF 
REPR~SENTA'l'IVES, AUGUST 14, 1961. 

AN ACT 
: .. 

Amending the act of AprU 20 1Q50 (P L 58) entitled HAn act cop-

solidating and revising the VehicJe C<Jde the Tractor Code the 

Motor Vehicle FiDJJncial . ResponsibiJity Act and other acts re-

lating to the ownership poe.session and use of vehicles and trat}-

tors'' REQUlRlNG ~-n~ :NOTICE @! CONVICTION FQ& 

TlFlED RECOUD ~ rn CONVJ;CTION ~ REQUIJl 

ING ™ Ul[& !±Q BE MADE AVAILAI~LE including 
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~11ldi1ional b\tics within the prodsiong relating tQ school ~t\scg 

further provitling for the operation of school buses and lights 

located thel'con an<l prnviding penalties 

Tht' OC'ncral .Assembly of the Cominonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereh,\· enacts as- follows 

1 
I - . ~ 

2 ~ ti? J. ~ lifteWH as ~ Velilele Cede" fHfteeded Deeeml:ier :J.G 

4 

s ruuv HsEGE~ 

9 

10 

13 ~ SIJC'H UEARIXG ~ SUSPK~·TD !l!RE OPEl?ATOR'& LlCEWSE 



3 - Printer's No . .:-1195 

1 VlGTJOX Q.Ja= SUCH PJ.;HSON -I* .\XO'l'Hl\U ~'J'A'l'E ~ -A-* 

6 +Is= +lIE Ql>Jt:HATOn'g PHIVIL1•;G11:g g,i.: ~mcu P¥;USOX HAS 
- -

8 THAT PROVIDJ.;O ~ +u~ 8P~W~X>;JOX ~ ~ OTIIKR 

13 ~fOTOR ~T}i~JIJCT.l\ rm TRACTOR ADMINIS'rRATOR ~ OON. 

14 TAIX -A CEnTIJ?TED REGOUD w ~~ CO:NYTCTTON m SYGJI 

17 * * * <!'W" .. -

18 Section~ 1 CLAUSJ<~ (9) OF SUBSECTION (B) OF SECTION 

19 840 GE !.rJI.E ACT OF APHIL 29 1959 (P I. 58) KNOWN AS "THE 



'· 
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1 Yl~HlOLE CODE" A~lBNDED DEOEMBE]l 10 1959 (PL 1749) IS 

2 .AMENDED TO READ 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19: 

20 

Section 840 School Buses Safety Requirements 

* * * 

(b) No person shall own or operate a school bus carrying school 

children on the highways of this Commonwealth that in addition to the 

other i:equirements of this act does not conform with the following 

* * * 

(0) f:E,·ery school bus originally titled in Pennsylvania prior t-0 the 

effective elate of this amending act sha11 in addition to any other equip~ 

mcnt and distinctive markings required by this act be equipped with one= 

(1) ~ignnl lamp visible from tho front and one (1) other visible from the 

rcnr each ehowiug a flashing red lighq Every school bus foriginally 

titled in Pennsylvania on or after the effective date of _this amending 

act ~liall-} And ovorv motor bus or motor omnibus operated by common 

<'tlrriera ol passengers holding a C-Ortificato of public convenience issue4 

by the Public Utility Commission while being used exclusively for the 

transpor~~tion of school children between their homes and school shall: 

Ol! ancl after August 1 1962 in addition to any other equipm~n~ an4 dis­

tinctive markings required by this act be equipped with two alternately 
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1 fl~shing signal Jampa visible from the front and two alternately flashing 

2 signal lamps visible from tho rear each shoWing ~ flashing -red light. 

3 -Each lnmp -shail be mounted as high as practiCable upon the body of 

'· 

4 the bi1s Each such additional device shall ·be plainly visible to operators 

· 5 of approaching vehicles in normal sunlight and at night from a dista~ce 

-!6 of [one hundred (100)] five hundred (500) feet to the front or rear 

7 as' the case may be shall not project a glaring light and shall be of 

,- 8 types approved by the secretary 

: ·9 * * * 

10 Penalty Any person violating any of tho provisions of this section 

11 shall upon summary conviction boforo a magistrate be sentenced to pay 

12 a £ne of not less than ten dollars ($10.00) and not more than twenty-

13 fixe dolJars ($7.5.00) and costa of ;w·Jsecution ~JJd. in default of the 

14 payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not less than five (5) 

15 days and not more than ten {10) days 

16 Section~ 3 2 OIRuscs (11) and (12) of subsecti@. (b) section 840 and 

17 subsection (c) section 1002 of the act are amended to read 

18 Section 840 School Buses Safety Requirements 

19 * * * .. 

20 (b) No i}erson &ball own or oporate a school bus carrying ~chool 
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· l children on the highways of this Commonwealth that in add[tion to the 

. 2 other requirements of this act does not <ionform with tho followiuft 

3 * * * 

4 (11) \Vhenever school bus loading zones haYe been_establishct.l at 

5 or near a school or along a highway it shall be unlawful for a school 

. 6 bus operator to stop his bus to pick up or discharge pupils at any loca;. 

7 tion other than at such loading zones 

8 ~ ~ ~ 6Jiel'atep ~. ~P~!!l,ti~g ~.ft 'H.iP'}iw&~. ~ ~ 

9 f.ij 6¥ ~ tPavelable loB€s ehaU ~ ~ .f.a ~ek ~ 9i' ElieehaP~ ~ 

10 ~ .~ .~ ~ I~!f*~Y. 

11 ;t::h~yro\;~s~~i;i~ .o~Jh!s, p~~~gr,aph, ~~tiH.~!9t l}pply .'Yi~Mn. b~siness ~'f 

12 residence districts where there _are curbs ~nd sidewalks 

13 :F?~ .. tl~~ pu,i;p~so of th.is. c1.ause schc;i<?J _bus_ operators shall incluQe 

14 operators of buses operatep by C;<?m~~n ('.arriera of passengers holding 

15 certificates of public conveniep.~e .. issu~~. by ~he .rt?plic 1Jtility Oommls-

16 ,s.ioi~ . pp~t._ ~~~ .. ~,c;ing ~sgd : ~xclush~~ly, ~qr tl,ie transportatiop of schooJ 

17 

18 

19 

20 

children to or E_om, s9poo,l ~nd _are in compl!aHc~. with the r~uitemell~ 

of clauses (7) and (9'> 

(12} The provisions of clause ('1) of this section reqcir'ing labeling 

!nd ,of. cl,ause (9) re.9uiring a.ltf?:FRately flashing l'ed lights shall apply to 
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1 all buses wh(}n -med ~xclush·ely for the transportation of gchool chit· -

2 1.hen whether or not the bus ts ow11e<l and operated by a person or com· -

3 party subject to tho jurisdiction of_ the Pcnnsyh-ania Public Utility 

4 Commission h1tt none of tho other provisions o.f [said clause or of claltse 

(9)) clause (7) of this section shall apply to buses subject to the juris-

6 diction of the Ptiblic Utility Conm1i!sion 

7 The provisions of clause (7) requiring labeling and the provision 

8 of clause (9) requiring altertu~tely flashing red lights shall not apply 

to any bus operated by a comn\on carrier of passengers holding a cer-

10 titlcatc of public convenience issued by the Public Utility Commi~ion 

11 when being used to transJ?Ort school children within bnsiness or r£>si-

12 deuce districts whore there are curbs and sidewalks 

1a Penalty Any person ,·iolating any of tho pto,·isions of this section 

14 shall upon summary convictiotl before a magistrate he sentenced to pay 

HS a fine of not less than ten dollars ($10.00) and not more than twcnty-fi,·e 

16 ($25.00) and costs of prosecution a.ml in default of the pftyment there· 

17 of i;liall undergo imprisonment' for not less than five (6) days and not 

18 more than ten ( 10) <lays 

19 Section 1002 Ucstrictions ns tu Spl'ed 

* .. * 
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l (c) Subject to the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this seo-

2 tion it shall be unlawful for _the following kinds types and classes _of 

3 \"Chicles to be operated a~ a grellfor s'peed than hereinaf tcr provided ex· 

4 - ccpt when such vehicles aro being operated on highways under the su· ., 
·~ - i 

5 pervision and _control of a turnpike, c9mmission in which rasc subject to 

6 speed restrictions by such turnpike commission as hereinbefore pro· 

7 vided the maximum speed limits shall be twenty (20) miles per hour-

8 greater than hereinafter provided 
,.,, 

9 Commercial motor vchic1es and truck tractors Il class fifty (50) 

10 miles per hour 

11 :Motor buse.s and omnibuses while being used exclusively for the 

12 transportation of school children between their homes and school fifty 
--~.;..__~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~----

13 ( 50) miles per hour' on highways ha\'lng four ( 4:) or more lanes or forty 

14 (40) miles per hour on highways.having less than four (4) lanes 
\ 

15 School buses as defined in subsection (a) of section 840 fifty (50} 

16 miles per hour on highwa.Ys haviug :four (4) or more lanes or forty 

17 (40) miles per hour on highways having less t111111 four (4) lanes 

18 All t>tlier commercial motor vehicles and truck tractors all com· 

19 bhutions of commercial motor vehicles or truck tractors and trailers 

20 or semi-trailers fifty (50) milea per hour on highways having four (4) 
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1 or moro lanes or forty ( 40) miles per hotir on highways havi~ .less than 

2 . four (4) Jan~ 

3 

4 

.5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

* * * 

Penalty Any person ,·iolating any of the. p~oyisi~ns of this. ~ction 

shall upon summary com·iction before a magistr~te bo · sento~c~d to 

pR,Y a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) and costs of prosecutfon and in de­

f anlt of payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not more 

thnn tho (6) days 

Scdion 3 4 3 SC'etion 1018 of the act amended August 6 1959 (P L 

653) is amended to read 

Section 1018 Passing and Operating School Buses 

l 2 [(a) On highways having roadways not divided by safety islands 

13 or phytieal tramc separation installation the driYer 0£ any vehicle ap-

14 proa.d1ing or or~rtaking a school bus c-0~forming to tho requirements 

15 of this Cid which is being used solely for ths t'•~~ncportation of children 

16 to or fnm1 srhool and which has stopped for tbe purpose of receiving 

17 or disclrnrging one or more school children shall stop his vehicle not less 

18 than f('n (10) feet from the school bus and keep bis vehicle stationary 

19 until C\'Ory school child shall have entered the bus or every school child] 
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1- [leaving the s<ih<>-01 bu! at thAt 'Place sha1l ha,·e alight~d and rMched the 

2 side ?f the highway 

3 (b) On highways having dual or multiple roadways separated by 

' eafety ll!land~ or phyateal trAffio e~paration installalioM the driver Of 

.. 6 · in.Y v"hfol~ o'Vcrtakihg a ~chool bus which has stopped for the purpo$8 

6 ~f receiving or discharging one or more school childreu shall stdp hta 

'1 vehicle tiot lMs thatl ten (10) feet from the school bus and keep his 

- - . . 
8 vehicle stationary until every school child shall have entered the bus 

9 or until every school child leaving the school bus at that place shall 

10 have alighted and reached the side of the highway 

11 (e) On highways having dual ot multiple roadways separated by 

12 safety islands or physical ttaffia separation ins~llations the driver of a 

13 vehicle 011 anbther roadway approaching a school bus whtch has doppec1 

14 for the purpose of receiving or <liwhatging a11y school child shall reduce 

15 the speed of his vehicle to not mote thah fifteen (HJ) :h1.i1~s per hour and 

16 ~hnll hot resume normal speed until his vehicle has passed the school 

17 bus and ahy child who may have alighted therefrom or is about to enter 

18 the school bus 

19 (d) Whene-rer a sdiool bits is parked at the curb for tho putp0sc of 

20 receiving children directly from a school or discliarging children to en-] 
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1 - [ter a school which is located on the eame tide of the street 88 that <m 

2 which . the school bua is parked driveta of vehicles ·eiiau he p&rttlitted to 

8 pa~ the school bu.a without 1topping but at * · speed not in excess of 

' fifteen (ll>) miles per hour 

6 (e) The driver of any !Chool bus being used solely for th~ tran&-

6 porta tiotl of children to or from school shall not ~tart hia bus until 

7 every ohild who ma;- have alighted therefrom shall have red.ch~d a ple.oo 

8 of safety] 

9 (a) The driver of any vehfole approac.binS or overtaking a school 

10 bu.a whi~h has stopped on the highway or in an established school bllt 

11 loading zone and has in operation the &l\e~ate!;y flaahlng t~d sign.al 

12 lamps provided in section 840 (b) (9) shall etop his vehicle not less thllb 

13 tell (10) f'eet to the front or rear of _the school bus _and shall ~eep hi.A 

14 Ychiclo stntionar1 until the al!e!Bt!tel:y flashing red ~ig~a'!)_aip.~ B.re no 

16 longer activated If tho alte'Pf!:at~lJ. flashing red eig~!l )~~Jps ar~. !J.Ot a.o-

16 th·atcJ the driver of any appro11ching <-1,l'. overtak,~I!g _ve4ido ~all be 

17 Emitted to p!l.58 tho school bus without stopeing b.t~t ~ta_ speed not in 

18 (':<ccss of twenty-five (25) miles per hour 

19 (b) The driver of any school bus being used solely for the transpor· 

20 tation of children between their homes and school shall activate fl).e 
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. l altePBately flashing red signal lamps <1nly when approaching within two 

. 2 hundred and. fifty (250) feet to two hundred (200) feet of an estab-

a lishcd school bus loading Z-One for the pureose of receiving or dUcliarlt' 

4 ing school children and such flashing signals shall bo kept in operation 

until all pupils have boarded or alighted from· the bus and have reach!~ 

6 a place of safety The driver shall not permit ·any pupil to board or 

·7 alight from a school bus until visible approaching and overtaking traftlo 

8 has stopped The driver shall not start his bus until every chiid who may 

9 have alighted therefrom shall have reached a place of safety 
• 

10 (c) The ddver of any school bus shall not activate the .W&erftft,el;t 

11 fl~shing red signal lamps within business or residonco districts whore 

12 there aro curbs end sidewalks when parked at tho ourb for tho purpose 

13 of receiving children directly from a school or discharging children to 

14 enter a school which is located on tho same side of tho street as that 

15 on which tlie school bus is parked or when stopped off tho tr1weled por· 

16 tion of a highway having four (4) or more traveled Janos 
• 

17 (d) }..,or the purpose of this section school bus shall bo as defined in 

18 section 840 (a) and shall include buses operated by "A>mmon carriers of 

19 passen~rs holding certificates of public convenience issued by the Pu~ 

20 lie Utility Commission that are being used exclusively for the trans--
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1 portation of school children to or from school and are in compliance 

. . . 

2 with tho requirements of subsection (b) (7) and (9) of section 840 of_ 

3 this act 

4 Penalty ~ny person violating any of the provisions of this section 

5 shall upon summary conviction before a magistrate be sentenced t_o. pay 

6 a fine of twenty·five dollars ($25.00) and costs of prosecution and in 

7 d~{ault ~f pay~ent there.of shall undergo imprisonment for not more 

8 than ten (10) days 

.. '. ~ 

9 Section 4 b 4 This" act sl1nll take effect August 11962 except that the 

10 amendments TO SUBSEOTION (E) OF SEOTION 6~8. AND to sub-
. : . : J . ~ 

11 section (c) of section 1002 shall take effect immediately 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . ~ . .. . . . ,. .. ... 
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We certify that thie bill baa pueed. the Sen.ate and the House of 

Representatives. 

a e • e e • e e e • • t • f • to t f t • • • • • I I e I I • I • e • e I I e • I 

Chief Olerk, Senate 

e e • e 411 e I • I t t a t e t I t • I • t t I t e I I I I I e t e t I e I e e I 

President pro tempqre, aenate 

....................................... ' .. 
~ker, }IQ~ Qf Repr~ntativea. 

Approved 'l'h.e •••••••• day of • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • A. D. 1961 . 
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