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THE GENERAL ASSEl\IBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 191 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

MESSHS. UOONEY, SEYLEH, HAYS, SESI..ER AND YATRON, 
IN PLACE, FEBRU1\.RY 8, 1061. 

AS AMENDJ<;J) ON 'l'IIIHD UF.ADING, IN HOUSE OF 
HEPHJ<:SgN'l'A'L'lVES, AUGUST 10, 1961. 

AN ACT 
A1nonui11g tho act of April 20 1050 (P L 158) entitled "An act. con· 

solidAtiug anti revising tho Vehicle Code tho Tractor Code the 

Motor V chi<' lo Fi nnncinl Respo11sibility Act and other acts re-

Jnting to tho ownership possession and use of vehicles and trac-

p tors" U1';QUJRl>TO !I!UE NOTICE GE CONVICTION ~ 

-¥-JOJ,A'l'IONS W OTHER STATES ~ CONTAIN A ~ 

1'IF1ED RECORD~ TlIE CONVICTION AND REQ-YIR-

'' 
~ rn SAME ~ RE MADE AVAILABI.E including 

Exn.ANAnoN--OAPlTAL LETTERS lndteate new matter Mid~ to but. Matter &trlekee threl:l&h 
IAI to be omitted from bill. 
Under&00rlng lndlcatee new matter added to e.xlst\ng le.w. (Brackets] lndlce.te mattu 
atrtcktn from e:lletlnS' Jaw. 
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additional buses within the pto\'isions relating to sehool buses 

further providing for the operation of school .Luses nn<l lights 

l9catcd thereon and pro\'iding pcnnlties 

The Gcucrnl As:sc1111Jl." of the Commonwc>alth of Pcnusylvnuia 

hereby enact:::; as fo1lows 

J . '. 

~* + Cl1n1:e ~ euaseetien ~ ef Beetien g-1() ~ M ~ ~ 

3 

4 

APRII. ~~(PI. ~ KNQW}T AS "TIU~ VEJIIGI.E GODE" 

6 

7 
SECTION ~ SUSPENSION ~ I,lGENSES 00 OPERATING 

8 

9 

10 
~ ~ s11;cn~TXRY IS HEREBY AUTIIORTiED ." ... FTER 

11 

12 'PP/JO; AA UPON PATT1URB CW rn SAID :PERSON ~ APPEAR 

13 M SUCH HEARING ro SUSPEMD rn <.'.WERAT(,)Jt'S I.ICENSE 

15 COl-0,[Q}HJlEAI.TH UJ?ON RECEIVING NOTIC~ ~ ~ ~ 
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1 "'IUl'IO}; Q.li! 8+l(li.l. l>l·;HSON +N AXOTHER STA'l'Ji; ~ A-N 

2 OFl·'l\);~la; 'l'lll\H1\IX WHICH ~ ('OJ.BUTTED W m ~ 

3 ~IOXW ~;Al.'l'U WOUJ,I) .u.i.; ~HOUNDS rn ~u.g sus1~ENSION 

4 . 00 ni.;voeATIOX ~ ~..);; J.IC}';NSK QJ; -A~ OPERATOR m 

6 ii.= ~ OJ>J.;RATOH'S PR1VIL1':GES ~ SHCU I,>J~RSON HM 

6 HJ\J<;N gpgp}<j)i Dl~D w rn OTIIEH STATE ~N suon 

7 SU~PJ.~NSIO~ >HlALt UE. ~ ~ SA}.fE PEIUOD ~ rn Ag 

8 THAT PnOVIDED +N ~ g.gs:pJi;:NsION -Y¥ ™ OTngu 

9 8'l'Att'J.; AN.I)~ PAUT W ~n~ SUSPl{~SlON O"RDERED B¥: 

10 ™ SECRE'fARY SHA.LL m<; SERVED AITRR ·!fm EXPIRA 

11 Tl<W Qi.:~ SUSPENSION lMPOgJ<~D ~ ~ QTilER ST,.,\,TE 

12 ™E NOTIOE m-: ™ GONVICTtON },ftJ$;•r .JU; SENT ~ m 

18 MM'O:R V~lIIGLl~ 00 TRA,CYl'OR AD}.IINIS1~RATOR AND OON-

14 'l'AIN A lmRTH'TJ~}) R1'~CORD @mr CONVICTION w won 

16 O'l'IIER ST.\TR ~ SUAT.L :mi; MADE AVAlI.AilJ.E !±-Q. rn 

16 PE~nrnYJ.YA~HA OPJt~Ri'..'fOR 00 ms RRPNEQRWTATIVE 

17 a ~ ~ 

18 Section G 1 OLA USE (9) OF SUBSECTION (B) OF SECTION 

19 840 QI!~ A01' OF APRIL 29 1959 (P J, 58) KNOWN AS "THE 
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1 
Yl~IIICtE CODE" A~lENDF.D DEOF.MBER 10 1959 (P I~ 1749) IS 

AMENDED TO IU~AD 
2 

3 
Section 840 School B~ses Safety llequiremcnts 

* * * 4 

5 
(b) No--pcrson shall own or operate a seJiool bus carrying ~~ool 

6 
children on the highways of this Commonwealth that in addition to tho 

7 
other requirements of this act does not conform with the follo?.ing 

* * * 8 

9 
(9) fEvery school bus originally titled in Pennsylvania prior ~ the 

10 
effective date of this amending act shall in addition to any othor equiir 

. ment and distinctive markings reqillred by this act be equipped with one 
11 

12 
(1) signal lamp visible from the front and one (1) other visible from the 

11 rear each showing a flashing red light} Every school bus foriginally 

titled in Pennsylvania on or after the effective date of this amending 

15 act shall.f and every motor bus or motor omnibus operated by oommo!! 

16 carriers of passengers holding a certificate of public convenience issued 

17 
by the Public Utility Commission while boing used oxdusivoly for tho 

18 transportation of school children between their homes and school ~hall 

. ' 
19 

on anrl.aft.or August 1 1962 in addition to any othor equipment and die-

tinctive markings required by this act be equipped with two alternately 
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1 flashing signnl JElmpa ·visibJe from tho front and two alternately flashing 

2 signal lamps ,·isiblo from tho rear each showing a flashing red light 

3 Ench Janip shall be mounted as high as practicable upon the body of 

4: tho bus Each sueh additional do\•ic-0 shall be plainly visiblo to operat-Ora 

~ of approaching \·chicles in normal sunlight and at night from a distance 

6 of· [ ono hundred (100)] five hundred (500) feet to the front or rear 

7 ns tho case may bo sJiaU not project a glaring light and shall oo of 

8 types appro\'cd by the secretary 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

tt * * 

Penalty Any iwrson violating any of the provisions of this section 

shall upon summary conviction before a magistrate be sentenced to pay 

n fine of not less thCtn ten <lollars ($10.00) and not more than twenty­

five dolll\rs ($25.00) nnd costs of 1nosecution and in default of tho 

payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not less than five (5) 

days nnd not more than ten (10) days 

Section .g 3 2 Clames (11) and (12) of subsection (b) section 840 and 

subsection (c) section 1002 of the act are amcndetl to read 

Section 840 School Buses Safety Requirements 

* * * 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
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(b) No person shall own or operate a s-0hool bus cnrrying school 

children on the highways of this Commonwealth that in nddition to tho 

other requirements of this act docs not conform with the following 

* * * 

(11) 'Vhenevcr school bus loading zon<.'s ha\'C bcon ostabli~hc<l at 

6 - or near a school or along a highway it shall bo unlawful for a school 

7 bus operator to stop his bus to pick up or disclrnrgo pupils at any locar 

8 tion other than at such loa<ling zones 

9 

10 

11 

12 
{' -

1'he provisions of this paragraph shall not ~.pply within busirio!.ls or 

13 residence districts wliero there aro curbs and sidewalks 

14 For the purposo of this clause school lms operators shall include 

15 operators of buses operated by common carriers of passengers hold~ 

16 certificates of public convenience issued by tho Pub1ic Utility Commis· 

17 sion that arc being used exclusively for tho transportation of school 

18 children to or from school and are in c.ompliance with the requirements 

19 of clauses (7) anrl (9) 
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17 

18 

19 
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(12) The pro\'isions of clause (7) of this section requiring Jahl·ling 

and of· clause (9} requiring alt~1nately flashing red lights shall apply to 

all buses when u~ed exclusively for the transportation of sc11ool chil· 

drcn whcthor or not the bus is owned and operated by a person or com· 

pnny subject to the jurisdiction of the Pennsylvania Public Utility 

Commi~ion but nono of tho other provisions of [said clause or of clause 

(0)) ('}nmo (7) of this section shall ap1)ly to buses subject to the juris· 

diction of the Puhlie Utility Commi~ion 

'J'ho provi~io11s of dnusc (7) requiriug larQ]ing and tho provision 

of c1nmo (0) re']uiriug fllleP11A~ t1ashing red lights shall not apply 

to 1111,\' l111s opo1·;tlc<l by n common carrier of passenRers holiling a cer· 

tiftl'Hfo of put.lie com·c11ic11cc i$su£><1 h.v the Pnhlic Uti1ity Commission 

w}1~11 l1ci11g llS<'<l to trnmport school childr<m within lrnsiness or rcsi· 

1l<'11co rli~trids where thore aro curbs and sidewalks 

Penalty Any person violating any of tho provisions of this section 

8hn If upon s11111m111·.v conviction licforc a magistrn te lie ~en teneed to pay 

n ti11e of 11ot lr=-s thnn ten 1lollars ($10.00) and not more than twenty-five 

($2fi.OO) nnd costs of prosc~ution aml in default of the payment there· 

of ~linH un<lorgo imprisonment for not less than five (5) days and not 

more than ten (10) days 



i < 
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1 Section 1002 Hcstrictions as to Speed 

2 * * * 

3 (c) Subject. to the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this seo-

4 tion it sliall Le unlawful for the following kinds types and classe:1 of 

5 ,·cl1icJcs to be O}Jcrated at n greater s11ccd than hcreinn Her provided ox-

6 ccpt when such vehicles ate being 01~rated on highways undor tho su-

7 pcr\'ision and control of a turnpike commission in which case subject to 

8 speed restrictions by such turnpike commif-sion as heroinboforo pro-

9 vidcd tho maximum speed limits shall be twenty (20) miles per hour 

10 greater than hereinafter provided 

11 Commercial motor vehicles and truck tractors H clAss fi(ty (nO) 

] 2 miles per hour 

13 )ifotor buses and omnibuses while being used exclusively for the 

14 trnnsportation of school children between their homes and school fifty 

15 (50) miles per hour on highways having four (4) or moro lt\ncs or forty 

16 (-10) miles per hour on highways having loss than four (4) Inned 

17 School buses as defined in suLscction (a) of section 8-10 fifty (50) 

18 miles }Jer hour on highways having four (4) or more lanes or forty 

19 (40) ;niles per hour 011 highways having lc;:s than fo~u· (4) lanes 

I 
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1 All e>thcr commercial motor vehicles an~ truck tnctora all oom· 

2 binations of commercial mot.or vchiclos or truck tractors end trnilere 

3 or semi-trailers fifty (50) rniles per hour. on highways having four (4) 

4 or more lanes or forty (40) miles per hour on highways having less than 

5 four (4) lane.s 

6 * * * 

7 Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions of this section 

8 $hall upon summ:uy conriction before R magistrate bo Sentenced to 

9 pa,Y a fine of ten <lolJars ($10.00) aml costs of prosecution and in do-

10 fault of payment thrrcof s1w1l undergo imprisonment for not more 

11 than five (5) days 

12 Section ~ 4 3 Section 1018 of the act amended August 6 1050 (P I~ 

13 653) SUBSEOTfON (F) ADDED JUNE 1 Hl61 (ACT NO 153) b 

14 amcnrlcd to read 

15 Section 1018 Passing and Operating School Buses 

16 [(a) On highways having roadways not divirled hy :::afety islands 

17 or physical traffic separation installation the driver of any vehiclo ep-

18 proaching or overtaking a school bus c-0nforming to the requirements 

19 of this act which is being used solely for the transportation of children 

20 to or from school and which has stopped for the purpose of receiving] 
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1 Lor 1li~hnrgin1-t one or moro school cl1ilchcn shall stop his yehicle not less 

2 than t<'n (10) fret from the e<'hool bus and keep his vt'>hiclc stationary 

3 u111il twon· H·hn1.1l l·hil<l $hnll 111\H' l'lllc>recl the bu~ or every school child . . 
4 IC'a\'illg tho i;chool bus Rt tlrnt p)nce ~hall haYc alighted and reached the 

5 side of tho highwRy 

6 (b) On highways having dual or multiple roadways separated by 

7 eaf ety island a or physical traffio separation installations tho driver of 

8 any vehicle overtaking a school bus which has stopped for the purpose 

9 of receiving or disc11arging Qne or more school children shall stop bis 

10 vchiclo not less thnn ten (10) feet from the school bus end keep his 

11 vchiclo stntion1ny until every school child shall have entered the bus 

12 or until o\·ery school child leRving the school bus at that place shall 

13 havo alighted a111l rcae.hed the side of the highway 

14 (c) On highwnys having dual or multiple roadways separated by 

15 safety islnnds or physieal traffic separation installations the driver of a 

16 vchiclo on another roadway approaching f\ school bus which has stopped 

17 for tho purpose of rcccid.ng or disc1111rging any school child shall reduce 

18 the speed of his vehiclo to not more than fifteen (15) miles per hour and 

19 shall not l'C.sumc normal speed ui1til his vehicle h&s passed the school] 
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1 l bus and any child who may have alighted therefrom or is about. to enter 

2 the school bus 

3 (d) Whenever a i;cl10ol bus is parked nt the eurb for the \mrpose of 

4 receiving children tlircctly from o srl1ool 01· rlisrl1nrgi11g children to en· 

5 tcr a school which is located on the smne siclo of the street as that on 

6 which the school bus is parked dri\'ers of Ychicles shall be permitted to 

7 pass the school bus without stopping but at a speed not in oxcess of 

8 fifteen (15) miles per hour 

9 (e) The driver of any school bus being us~d solely for the trans· 

10 portation of children to or from school shall not start his bus until 

11 every child who may haYc alighted therefrom t:hall have reached a plaoo 

] 2 of safety] 

13 (a) The driver of any vehi~p_E.roachinp; or overtaking a sch~] 

14 bus which has stopped on the hi~hw1w or in an established f;chool bus 

15 loading zone and lrns in operation the e-UerHatel?r flashing red signal 

16 ]amps provided in section 840 (b) (9) shall stop his vohiclo not less than 

17 ton (1 O) feet to the front or rear of the school bus and shall keep his 

18 vehicle stationary until tl10 eltePHfltel:'i' flashing rerl signal lamps aro no 

19 longer activated If the alteraafely flashing red signal lamps arc not ac.: 

20 tivate<l the driver of any a111noachinJ{ or overtakin~ vehicle s11all be 
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· 1 permitted to pass the school bus· without stopping but nt a speod not in. 

2 excess of twenty-five (25) miles per hour 

3 (b) The driver of any school bus being used solely for the trailspor--

4 tation of children between their homes aud school shall act.ivate the 

5 altePHfttel1 flas1iing red signal lamps Qnly when approaching within two 

6 hundred and fifty (250) foet to two hundred (200) feet of an estab-

7 lished school bus loading zone for the purpose of recei\'ing or 9ischarg· 

8 ing school children and such Hashing ·signals shall be ke_£t in operation 

9 until all pupils havo boarded or alighted from tho bns and have reached 

10 a place of safet.v Tho driver shall not pnrmit nny pupil to board or 

11 alight from a school bus until visible approaching and O\'ertaking tra.ffio 

12 has stopped The driver shall not start his bus mrtil every child who may 

13 have alighted therefrom s1iall have reached a vlaco of safety 

14 (a) Tho driver of any school bus shall not activate the a1tePnately 

15 Hashing red signal lamps within business or resi<lenco districts where 

16 there aro curbs and side.walks when parked at the curb for the purpose 

17 of receiving children clil'ectly from a school or discharging children to 

18 enter a school which fa located on the same side of the street as that 

19 on which tho school bus fa parked or when st-0pped off the traveled p0r-

20 tion of a highway lia\·ing four ( 4) or more traveled lanes 
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1 (d) For the purpose. of this section school bus shall ba as defiuc<l in 

2 eection 8-10 (a) and shall inoludo buses operated by C-Ommon carriers of 

3 passengers holding certificates of public convenience issued by the Pub-

4 lio Utility Commis~ion that are being used exclusively for the trans-

6 portf\tion of school children to or from school and are in complinnoo 

6 with tho requirements of subsection (b) (7) and (9) of section S40 of 

7 this act 

8 [(F)] (E) THE SECRETARY OF HIGH,VAYS SHAJ,L EREOT 

9 AND :MAINTAIN AT AJ,J., MAJOR VEHICUI .. AR ENTRANOE 

10 POINTS INTO THIS COMMONWEALTH FROM ADJOINING 

11 

12 

STA'fES SIGNS GIVING NOTICE OF THE PROVISIONS OF 

TUTS SECTION REGULATING THE PASSING OF SOHOOL 

U BUSES AND THE PENAJ,TY FOR VIOLATION THEREOF 

14 Penalty Any person violating any of the provisfons of this sootion 

11 shall upon summary conviction before a magistrate be sentenced to pay 

16 a fino of twenty·five dollars ($25.00) and costs of prosecution and in 

17 default of payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not more 

18 than ten (10) days 
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1 Section 4 ~ 4 This act shnll take effect August 1 1962 except that the · 

2 amendments ~ SUYSEOTION (-E) GE SECTION ~ Arn to sub·. 

3 section (c) of eection 1002 shall take effect immediately 

We certify that this blll ha~ passed the Senate and the House of 
'. 

Representatives. 

........................................ 
Chief Clerk, Senate· 

........................................ 
President P\'O tcmpore, Senate 

........................................ 
Speaker, Ilouse of ltcpresentativos 

Approved The •..• , •.• day of ........••......••••.• A. D. 1961 . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Governor 


