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.SENATE.· 'BILL 
.No .. :191 Session of 

., 19_~1 

a-::-- . - ' i. ·-~,, . • . . > -~ !·.··- .. ~:-. ... ~: ;:_ ;:.~t .. ·~ 

MESSRS. ROONEY, SEYLER;: HA. YS, SESLER. AND- YATRON, . 
IN PLAOE, FEBRUA~Y 8, 1961'.. . . 

- ·. t '\.; .- : .: . . . - ' ·- - . i -.- ·- . ' : . - '· - ·- .--"?._ :J .. 

AS AMENDJ<;D ON THII~D UEADING, IN HOUSE OF 
''.· · . ·. REPRESJ<~NTATIVES, AUG.UST·29, 1961: ·. . 

i . 

. : ... ·: Alnetidiug the act of. April 29,tU.)69 .. (P L 6~) ei;ltit}e~ "An act ~n-

eolidating and revising the Vehicle Code the. ,Tra~tQr 9<Jde the 

lfotor V chicle finnncial Responsibility Act and _0th.er acts ~e-

~:.' '.: '. :.. i '.:.la ting 'to the ownership: posaes~~n .and. ll;SC. of 1','~µi~les and trA<>-

- ·. ~ ... · . : : ·'tors" &EQUI1UNQ m ~OTICE: Qi! 90NV1C1J?J;Q~ ~-

·•··.~];)&ECORD~-™ GONVICTION ~ BEQUIR. 
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additio.na\ buae$ withiu the pro.vi~ion& relating tQ eohQol ·buses 

further providing for the oporatio.u of school. buses and light& 

located therCQn and providing penaltie~ 

Th6 General As8embly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hetf;!b~ ep.acb as follows 

1 8eMiea * OIHee ~ ~~ee~es ~ 4* eee'iett 34Q 66' 9' A'fl'N i3 

2 ~ ~ 1, ~ lme'Wft es ~ :Vehiele Get10n ameeW DeeeMer ~ 

3 ~ ti! I, ~ ~ a.meeded ~ fleM 

4 SEC'l'.l~ ~ ~UJl~ON- ~ ~. 'tiQTION ~ ~ ~ 

5 APRii. ~ ~ (P :J,. ~ KNOWN AS "'I'IIE ¥JUIIO~ COl>"i" 

6 AME~D~ ~ 13 ~ (I! 12 ~ 18 .. UlENl>ED ~ ~E 4 D 

'1 .SEOTI~ ~ SUSPENSION ~ 1.10Jm8K8 OR! @l:al.crDl'Q 

8 P~V~ 

9 ~ it •.t 

10 ~ m SX~J;fAltY iii HEllX~¥ AiJ'~QlllZEt> AFrKK 

11 A JIE'AJUN'G REFQg&-m· SKC~1'A:R¥ Q&· ms U~8ENTA 

12' ':PIVE·™ 1Wmt ~;g ~ rn 8~ :P~~i.Q¥ ~ APPXAa 

18 Ai!·.SUGH Jig~.r.L?QSIUW~ m;g11~¥1it.~8 lJ~}l8J: 

l'· OR 1.EAB~WS.P~ ~ ~ RR.iQN:*leJDJalD Dt ~ 

lJ, QO.¥lH>~W~4l.'l?Il liFQ}T RE~IVING NO'l\W~ ~ m QO}.l.. 
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1 VlGTI.QN ~ iUUH PKRiON W A~IOTK&K gTATE ~ ~ 

'2 Ol'FENSE TllEIUHN WIHCH W ~MlTl'E~ IN m OOM­

-3 llONWEAI:~H :WOULD ~ GUOUNJ)S ~ ~ 8U8l?E:N8ION 

4 QR UEVOCATION ~ rn J.ICE)l8E ~ ~ OP~l..TOR ™ 
. t W !I!KK OPEgf .. T0&'8 PlUVIIJEGES ~ 800.R PElUiOH &AS 

.. IlEi:N SUSP~)fL}ED .w rn OTllJ!:K STATE TllEN suog 

1 8US:PEN8ION 8RAl.L ll& ~ ~ ~U .. liK PEIUOD ~ !J.!lMJi~ A8 

t THAT P&OVIDJi;D W ™ 8U8PENSION ~ !f.ItE OTIIER 

. I .STATE AND #0 PART ~ rn 8U81?EN810N ORI>E:REI> ~ 

10 rnE ~C&ETA:GY 8H." .. J,," ~ SE&VED .WfEK !J!I.I.E EXPIRA 

u TION ~rn SU8PEN8IO"N U.IPO~n;;n ~ ~ 01'.llE~ STAT& 

u rn NOTICE Gi! rn CONVICTION MU8'~ m; SENT B¥ ~ 

13 YOTO& V~lllCLE 00 'fRAC'l'OR -AI>YINI8TRA'l'OR ~ ~ 

lj. TAIN A GERTU'IED RECORI> ~ rn CONVICTION m 80011 

16 OTHER STATE~ 8111".zU BE MADE AVAIJ,,ABJ,,E TO m 

16 !&NNSYI.Vf .. Ml-A OPE&J..TOR QR mr &El?&E8EN'l'ATIVE 

17 Jl A A 

18 . Section Q 1. CLAUSE (9) OF SUBSEOTION (B) OF SEeTION 

19 840 @!! ~ AOT OF APRIL 29 1959 (P I, 68) KNOWN AS "THE 



1 .VEIIICLE CODE" AMENDED DECEMBER 10 1959 (P'L 1749) IS 

I A.MENDED TO READ 

a Section 840 School Buse's Safety' Requirement; 

' 
• * * 

.. . . .. ' ; l ·' :_ .... 

(b) No pcrs-0n shall own or operate a ecliool bus ce.riying ·MhiJol 

8 children on thoihlghways of this Commo~wealth that in addition to the 

'f 
• • t j o ' , • i I ~ ' ~ ; : ' • : ~ i • • " 

oth~r requirements of this act· do·es not c-Onfonn with the following 

I ' ~ • 1 

8 * * .• 

9 , (D) fEv~ry :school b~s .originally titled .in Pennsylv~ prlo!' 'to \he 

•10 I : ~ecti~~. dat~ of •this 'am~n,ding act sh~i in addition. t~ •any <>th61' eq~ 

1~ , . 'me~t ·a~ci disti~ctiv~ m~rld~gs rcquir~d by this. act be equip~ '\ltth ~tie 

ciYsigiutl 1e.m~ visible Ironi:the £ro~t·a.nd on·~ c'1> other. ~~h1~·fr0m tb:e 12 

14 
.: • ~. • • ; • •• • • '. • •• ' -- •• f •• .:. •• : • :'"") ~ ~ i ' : ; ... ; : . ·. ' • ·'. ; ; 

titled in Pennsylvania on· or after the effective date of this amendiiig 

:~ • ~. 1 • • • • . .. : ~ I • ' • t • I . j I ' ~ • • 

15 . act shallt and every' motor·b~s or. ~o'tor omnibus <>perat0d by 'oomnio'n 

17 by the Publio Utility Commission while being used exclusively for ihe 

~"':~,i-~ .,-.~·1 ·:~e~ ::\ ... -:·~ ··.·. : 5 •• ;. ·: i ~ \ •. • -.. J .... t 

18 transportation of school children between their homes and school shill . 
~:: , 1 · r·· .:...-~ '- ~·~ ·.-.l ... , ~~·; r :· >·,: ~ .. r . · >. : i ··; : ..11 ~-l, t l .. · .. : l · · · .t .. · · ~ ; • : :- 1 "; . \.'.: 

19 on and after August 1 1962 in addition to any other equipment and die-

20 tinctive markings required by this act be equipped with two altematel1 



1 flashing signaf lamps visible fro~ t~o f r~n_t and Jwo nHe~atcly flashit)g 

2 signal lamp~ vieibl.e from the r~a~ .each showing a flashing red lig~t 
• ! • • • - ! ' • . • • . - • ~ ·• • '. ' .• 

3 Eaclt lamp shall be mounted as high as. practicable upon the body 9£ 
- ' '. . . . . . ' . 

4 tho bus Each such additional device shall be plainly vi~ible to operators 

5 of approaching vehicles in normal sunlight and at nigh~ from a distan~ 

6 of [one hundred (100)) five hundred (500) feet to the front or rear 
. - ~ . 

7 ~s the case may be shall not project a glaring light and shall be ~f. 

8 types approved by tho secretary 

9 * * * 

10 Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions of this secti~p 

11 shall upon summary coiwiction before a magistrate be sentenced. to pay 

12 a fine of not less tlian ten dol1ars- ($10.00) and not more than twenty-

18 fi\'o doH~rR ($25.00) and costs of prosecution and in default of t}\(' 

14 -

payment thereof 8ha1l undergo imprisonment for not less than five (6) 

16 clays ancl not more than ten (10) days 

16 Section .g 3 2 Clauses (11) and (12) of subsection (h) section 840 and 

17 subsection (c) Eection 1002 of the act are amended to read 

18 Section 840 Schoo] Ruses Sa£ ety Requirements 

19 * * * 
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1 (b) No per&0n shall own or operate a school bus carrying achoo? 

2 ohildren on the highways of this Commonwealth that in addition to the-

3 other requirements of this act does not conform with the following 

4 * * * 

5 (11) Whenever school bus loading zones have been eJtablished at 

6 or near a s<'hool or along a highway it shall be unlaw:f ul for a school . .. 

7 bus operat-Or to st~p his bus to vick up or discharge pupils at any lo<W-

8 tion other than at such loading zones 

10 ffi 6i' ffte-Pe tPftvela\31e lama ~ ** ~ ~ t*e* !P eP d~aPge ~ 

11 wM ~ ei'0e8 ~ h~Wft;j' 

12 The provisions of this paragraph shall not apizly within businesa <>r 

13 residence districts where there arc curbs and sidewalks 

1' For the purpose of this cLmse school bus operators shall include 

15 operators of buses operated by common carriers of passengers holding 

' 
16 certificates of public convenience issued by the Public Utility Commia-

17 sion that are being used exclusively for the transPortation of school 

18 children to or from school and are in compliance with the requirement& 

19 of clauses (7) and (0) 
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(12) The provisione of ~lau~e (7) of thia ecctfon requiring labelitig· 

and of clause (9) requiring allePRftlelz flaahing red light! shall apply to 

all b_uset when used exclu~ively for the tran!portation of school chil­

dren whether or not the bus is owned and operMed by A per&On or cotn­

pAn,Y eubjoot to th~ juri!di~tion of tho Pennaylvania Publio Utility 

Oomrni~ion but none of the other pMviaione of [uid clause or ·of claute 

(9)) clause (~) of tbi11 l!cction shall apply t-0 buaes aubject t~ the jurl&­

diction of the Publi(} Utility CotniniMion 

!_he pto\'isiort!J of c1nu~o (7) rc9uitin~ labeHnp; and the pro\'isio'n 

of clause (9) requiring elteHetely. flashi11g ted light.a shall not .applt 

t? any bus operated by a c~mmon carrier of paeeengers holding a cer­

tificate of publia conYcnionco issued b.v tho Public Utility Co_mmissio·n 

when being used to transport school children within business or resi­

dence districts where there are curbs and sidewalks 

Penalty Any person violating any of tho provisions of thi~ ~cction 

slrnll upon summary conviction before a m:lgistrate be sentenced to 11ny 

a fine of not less than ten dollars ($10.00) and not more than twenty-five 

($25.00) and costs of prosecution an<l in default of tho payment there­

of shall undergo imprisonment for not less than five (5) days and not 

more than ten (10) days 
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1 Section 1002 Restrictions as to· Speed 

-,2· '. '.· * * * ,• 

3 (o) Subject to the provision·a of subsections (a) and (b) of this seo· 

4 tion it shall· be unlawful for· the following kinds types and clnsscs of 

5 vehicles to ho operated· at a greater speed than hereinafter provided ex· 

6 · ccpt when such vehicles are being operated oo highways under tho au· 

7 pervision aud control of a turnpike c-0mmi~ion in which c.aso subject to 

8 speed restrictions by such turnpike ~ommission as hereinbofore pr~ 

9 vided the maximum speed limits shall he twenty (20) miles per hour 

10 greater than hereinafter provided 

11 Conuncrcinl motor vehicles and truck tractors R das.s fifty (50) 

12 miles per hour 

13 Motor buses and omnibuse3 while lJeing used ex~lusively for the 

14 t.rausportation of school children between their homes and school fifty 

15 (50) miles per hour on highways ha>ing four ( 4) or more la.nes or i'orty 

16 (40) miles 1wr hour on highways having less thnn four (4) lanes 

17 School buses as defined in subsection (a) of section 840 fifty (150) 

18 miles per hour on highways having four (4) or more lanes or fort;z 

19 · (40) miles per hour on highways having less than four (4) lanes 



2 - binationa pf oommeroial ·motor vehiolee or truck tractors: and ·.trailers 

.3 or semi·trailer8 .nfty (60) miles per hour on highways having four (4) . 

. 4 · .o.r.moro l&l;lQs or (orty (40).mil<'s per hour on highways having less than 

5 four (4) lanes 

6 * * • . ' 
l 

7 Penalty Any peroon violating any of the provisions <>f this sectron 

8 .shall upon summary conviction before a magistrate be 8ente:µced to 

9 pay a fine of ton dollars ($10.00) and costs of prosecution and in de. 

10 fault of payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not more 

11 than five (5) days 

12 Section 3 4 3 Section 1018 of the act amended August 6 1959 (P I .. 

13 053) SUBSECTION (F) ADDED JUNE 7 1961 (AOT NO 153) is 

14 amended to read 

15 Section 1018 Passing and Operating School Buses 

16 [(a) On highways having roadways not divided by safety islands 

17 or physical traffic separation installation the driver of any vehicle ap-

18 proacbing or overtaking a school bm conforming to the requirementg 

19 of this act which is being used solely ior the transportation of children 

20 to or from scl1ool and which has stopped for the purpose of receiving] 



10 

1 [ ~r diecharging C}!le or m-0re l!Ch.ool children !hall stop hig vehicle not lets-

2 t.han ten (10) feet from the tchool Im and Jr:~ his ~ stational')' 

3 nntil e-very scliool clllld sball liave entered the bus or every achool child 

4 leaving the !Ohool bus at thAt place shall lmve alighted and re&Ghed the· 

5 side of the highway 

6. (b) On. highways having dwll or multiple Nadways separated by· 

'l u.f ety islands or physical traffic aepantion ·. installatfona tho drlver of 

8 my Tehfole ovwtlling a school bua 'Wtlicli has stopped for the pu.rpollEt 

9 <>£ receiving or discharging one or more eohool children shall stop his 

10 vehicle noi less than ten (19) feet from the school bus and keep hia 

11 vehicle stationary until every sehool child shall have entered the bu.s 

12 or until every school ehild leaving the school bus at that place shall 

18 haYe alighted and reached the sido of the highway 

14 (c) On highways having dual or multiple roadways separated by 

16 safety islands or physical traffic separation installations the driver of a 

16 vehicle on another roadway app:i;1wching a school bus whi"ah has stopped 

17 for t.he purpose of receiving or disc.barging any school child shall reduce 

18 the speed of his vehic1o to not more than fifteen (15) miles per hour and 

19 shall not resume normal speed until his vehicle has -passed the school] 
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l (bm and any ~hild who may hav~·e.ligh~ th$refrom or ia about~ enter-

2 the school bua 

3 (d) Whenever a achool bus is pa.rked at th~ cmb fOT the purp()se o! 

4 reooiving children directly from a school or dischargUig children to en· 

5 ter a school wliich is located <>n the same side of the street as that on 

6 which the S<lhool bue ie puked drivera of vehicles shall be permitted to 

7 pass the &ehool bus without etopping but at a speed not in exo6s& of 

8 fifteen (16) miles per hour 

9 (e) The driver of any school bus being used solely for the trans~ 

10 po:rtation of children to or iroro school shall not start his bus until 

11 every child who may have alighted therefrom shall have reached a place 

12 of safety] 

18 

14 

15 

16 

17 

(a) The driver of any vehicle approaching or overtaking a school 

bus whic.h has stopped on the highway or in an established school bus 

loading zone and has in operation the altel'Batcly fiMhing red signal 

lamps provided in section 840 (b) (9) shall stop his vehicle not less than 

ten (10) feet to the front or rear of the school bus and shall keep his 

18 yehicle .stationary until the eltePH&teJ;-t flashing red signal lamps are n<> 

19 longer activated If the eltefBatel;y flashing red signal lamps are not ac-

20 tivated the driver of any approaching or overtaking vehide shall be 
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1 permitted t<> _pass the school bus without, sto;epinij but at a spco<l not in 

2 - excess of twenty-five (25) miles per hour 
\ 

•. 

.3 . (b) The driver of any school bus .being used solely for the transpQ~ 

4 . tation of children between their homes and school shall activate the 

5 ftlten1ately. flashing z:c<l. signal lamps only when approaching within t-we 

6 

7 (100) feet of an established i:ichool bus loading zone for tho purpose of 

8 receiving or discharging school children and such flashing signals shall 

9 be kept in operation until all pupils .ham boardc<l or aligl1ted from the 

10 bus and have reached a place of safoty Tho driver shall not permit any 

11 pupil to board or alight from A. schMl bus until ¥ieihle approachiug and 

12 ovcrtaki11g ·traffic has stoJlpcd Tho drh·er shall not shut his bus until 

13 every child who may liarn alighted therefrom shall ba,·c reached a pla~ 

14 of ~afety 

15 (o) Tho driver of any school bus shall not activate the 0UePF1ately 

16 tlashing red signal ]amps within business or residence di~tl'icts where 

17 there are curbs and sidewalks when parked at the curb for tho purpose 

18 of r<>cci\'inf! children directly from a school or discharging children to 

19 entf'T a school which is located on tho same side of the str<'ct M that 



··;i : · ~n 'which the ·school bus is parked o~ when stopped off the traveled wr-

2 
· tio~ of a hlghwat having fo~ (4) or ~ore t~vctcd.lanes .. .. ,. 

S (d) For the pwpOee of this aectfou school bmfehaU b$ as·defrned·in 

4 eectlon 840 (a) and shall inol~~e bu.sea_ Qperat~ b~-. :~~o·u carriers of 

5 
c •. ~p&!l!ngeri holding certificates of public convenience ~ued by th~ Pub-

~ · r i · . : t i ~ • · ! 

6 
lio Utility Oommiasion that are being used exclusively for the tran&­

. 'I .. portation of sch~ol children to or from school and are in oompliance 
. . . I . ' . 

S with the requiremen~ of subseotfon (b) (7) and (9) of seotion 840 of 

. 9 . thia act . . 
.. ' ... 

10 
[(F):u.fil THE SEORETARY OF IDGHWAYS SHALL EREOT 

AND MAINTAIN AT ALL MAJOR VEHICULAR ENTRANCE 11. . .... ' ... 
' ' 

12 POINTS INTO THIS COMMONWEALTH FROM ADJOINING 

t• 'I S~ATF1J 810~~ '?.IV~~~. ~~T~OE: ~F. !~~ ~~OJISIO~S OF 

14 TilIS SECTION REGULATING THE PASSING OF SOHOOL 

11 ·<BUSES AND 'l'HE Pl4;NAI~TY·FOR·VIOLATION THEREOF 
' !· .. ' ..... 

18 Penally Any perton violating any of the provisions of this section 

1'1 ah.all upon aumma.ry oonviction before a magistrate be sentenced to pay 

18 a 8ne of twonty·tlve dollars ($2lS.OO) and oost.9 of prosecution and in 

19 default of payment thereof ahAll undergo imprisonment for not more 

20 than ten (10) d•1• 
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1 
Secti<m 4 & 4 This act &hall take effc~t 4ug~st 11962_ except that the 

2 
amendments ~ 8UIJ8EOTIQ:N ~ @ SECTION ~ m to su~ 

3 
aection (o) of section 1002 s~ll take effect immediately 

We certify that this bill has passed the Senate and the House· of 

Representatives. 

········~··~···························· Chief Clerk, Senate 

........................................ ' . ' .. 
President pro tempore, Senate 

........ ' ................................. " 
Speaker, Hou~ of Representatives 

Approved The . . . . . . . . day of .... , ........ , . , .. , .. , A. D. 19t1 . 

• • • ••• t •• .,_, ........... •·• ,,, ••• "' ........ , ••••••• 

Goftrw 


