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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLV ANI.A 

SENATE BlLL 
No. 207 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

MESSR~. J,ANE, RO_ONEY, VAN SANT, SCOTT AND STEVENSON, 
IN PJ~AOE, FEBUUAUY 13, 1961. 

MR KROMER, COMMITTEE ON J.OOAT~ GOVERNMEN'f, 
AS AMENDED, APUIJ_, 11, Hl61. 

AH ACT 
Amending the act of May 9 1949 (P I~ 92'7) entitled "An act fixing and 

regulating the fees commissions mileage and other ooste charge-

able by the sheriff in ~ounties of the seoond third fourth £f th 

sixth seventh and eighth l'IRsses for their official acts and tho 

services of their deputies watchmen appraisers and other agents 

requiring prepayment 0£ e.ame unless secured or chargeable to 

the county and delivery of itemized receipts therefor requiring 

certain payments by the oounty including the compensation of 
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~pedal deputies im)\·iding for the lr.~ation 'and collc_ction· of fees 

. " 
commissions mileage and other oos~s re•iuiriug salaried -sheriffs.· · 

to account to the c<nmty for <'Crtaiu fees ant! commissioi1s eol-

_I_ected and re~caliug inconsistent laws gc~cr~l special or loral" 

changing fees mileage and other costs chargeable by sheriffs and 

making editorial corrections 

Tho General Assembly of the Commomvealth of Pennsylvania 

h~reby enacts as follows 

.•' . 

l Section 1 Clauses (a) to (j) and (I) an(l (m) of scc!ion 1 act of May 

2 0 1040 (P L 027) entitled "An act fixing and regulating the fees com-

3 missions mileage and other costs Pliargcahle by the sheriff in counties 

4 of the second third fourth fifth sixth seventh and eig1itb clas~es for their 

5 official acts and the services of their deputies watchmen appraisers and 
. . . . - ....... 

6 other agents requiring pr()payment of same unless secured or chargeable 

7 to tho oounty and delivery of itemized receipts therefor requiring cer-
. l t i ~ 

8 tain payments by the county including the compensation of special depu· 
.· ...... 

9 ties providing for the taxation and collection of fees commissions mile-

' ' ' ~ ' . ! ; . ·: •, .. - _; 

10 age and other costs requiring salaried sheriffs to account to the county 
'-. : .... ~ ... 

11 ior certain fees and commi~ions ·collected and repealing· inconsistent 

. - ~ -- .. -. 
,~~·-····'~~: .. ·-~-r;~t.'!'.i!.::.·., ., __ ::r :· ~ _:._;.~· ..... l'-:~ -,.r. ~!::-~;..J. :· ~-:.: ;.-·:.·;.j..:.u ~;._.::~:·.t t.-:.! ,"!.1.~-'.·_, .. :~---"'· --!-·· ;.....:·i::--: 

_:r~,i .-t:;.~H ~-.t:: .. - ~ • <;.•.: ."•"J :-: 
,- •'i· •Y: ~;,":~~!.;;J. ~ ~- ... -~-.1.··:_,; :• £'! ~-!.·..;.,;.~;: ·~ -~.~.~.(j ~;."\.:!;.-: 1;r.!) ·.-::.:.::·:..;:_.; ._ . ! '":;,·,,.: ~~·-:J 

.-.. -:.: i?--·~• .. .:.. •• • t'.::.-r"t . .,.:·::±:;:..:.~· 

·. . ,. . .. - .. 
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1 laws gcncrnl spcdal or local" amended December 22 1955 (P I, 900) are 

2 nmcndcd to rc:>ad 

3 Section 1 In all counties of the sccou<l thir<l fourth fifth sixth 

4 sc\'cnth anti eighth classes the fees and costs,inclu<ling commissions and 

5 mileago to be charged an<l received by the sheriff from persons or conn· 

6 tics requiring their services shall be as follows 

7 (a) For receiving docketing and m£kiug roturn thereof for each 

8 writ of execution sclre fndas rcplevin retorno habendo summons· foreign 

9 attachment [domestic attachment attachment execution) complaint in 

10 1livot·co 1listdngas writ of scqacst,ration writ of assistance sath1£action of 

11 mortgage injunction mandanms quo warrnnto bill_ in equity rule decree 

12 order citation subpeoena series of interrogatories pr-0claniation or official 

13 notice of any kind in any civil action criminal proceeding or public m1a: 

14 ter issued out of any court or required by law or rule of court three doF 

15 Jars and seventy-five cents 

16 For serving any such writ process or offidal notice required to oo 

11 serv_ed by the sheriff personally or by copy served or posted three dollars 

and sevenhdJive cent · · ,·. · · · ·· ·; · ·· · · · ·"' · · •· .,-lS _ y... ... . :. 8_. _ _; :.,\): o.·: .:. ~ ... ; .. ".:a,. .. ,,-• .Jl-;{;.~ ·.r.1.·;· • .,.;l ,.,,~ 

19 For each additional defendant or person served or copy posted one 

20 dollar fifty cents and mileage 
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' 

t J.<'or making each copy ~erv<'d-or posted one doHRr fifty cents 

2 For return of trade v~nit two dollP.rs 

3 For return of non est iin·e~tus two dollars an<l. mileage 
/ 

4 Provided however That no drnrgc for .service shall be made upon 

5 an alias or pluries writ if the s'ame has been charged tii>On the originRl 

6 with respect to any defendant already served 

7 For serving the samo by publication it. one or more ncwsp.tpers as 

8 required by law or order of ronrt three dollars in each case in addition 

9 to printer's billa 

10 For scning any writ official notice petition rule decree p1'<>cess or 

U Qrder of oourt or copy thereof not h('lrcin specially provided for he shall 

JI charge and rcc-0ive the same offldal fees and legal co'lts iiwlurling mileage 

18 as for a writ served in a simi1Rr way as hcroinbefore provided in adfli· 

14. tion to any fee of the prothonotary chargeable against the sheriff in re· 

16 lation thereto but no charge shall be made for any affidavit of such 

18 . service except the fee of the notuy or other otllcial administering the 

1'1 oath or affirmation thereto For taking an affidavit 0110 per8oll fifty cents 

l8 two per&0ns seventy-five centa three or more one dollar 
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1 , (u) .For executing wl'its_ of [le,·•tri facias fieri facias venditioni ex-

2 
•. 

ponas] execution or any writ or order issued out of any court requiring 
---·~ .. ' -~ 

3 the levy and seizure of lauds and tcuen~cnts or selling the ~ame accord-

ing to law the following items tobe paid hr the·plaintiffs or petitioners 1-

5 
;' - ''-

For receiving doC'kcting aud n\aking return thereof three dollars· and -
6 ~e\·cnty-five cents 

7 ~'or serving or posting any ~opy or notice th~r<:Of the fees and mile-

8 age hcreinbeforc provided 

9 E'or levying on each separate piece or parcel of land two dollars 

10 and mileage 

11 For advertising to public sale in newspapers each piece or pare~) 

12 of land three dollan in addition to printer's bills 

13 For advertising to public sale by himd-bills ca0h piece or parcel of 

14 land separately described by metes and bounds or otherwise three dollars 

15 and mileage in addition to printer's bills 

16 For crying the sale of each separate piece or parcel of land sepa· 

17 rately sold and ea<'h adiourned sale two dollars 

18 In addition the sheriff shall charge and receive as an official fee a 

19 commission charge of two cents on every dollar based upon the total 

20 amount bid for the property whether paid to the sheriff or credited to 



, 565-Printer's No. o 

1 the purchaser J>ro\·idcd That tllC' amolml of 8Ull1C docs not exceed OHO 

2 rhous:md doJJnr~ ($1000) in whirh Gtsc onc-lrnlf C'Cnt (Yi¢) on every dol-

3 
~ - . . . 

Jar in cxcc~s of this mnount slrnll LC' d1r1rge1l in addition 

4 For cxecuti11g n1ul ~wlrnowk<lging nuy dccil for 1flrn1s and tenc-

5 mcnls fin.' 1l0Hnrs to he pnitl Ly the pmdrn~er when the rlee11 is tcnclcrcd 

6 For rC'gi;;;tC'ri11g tl1c sn11w in ony nnmicipalit,Y one dollar fifty cents 

7 in n1t<li1ion fn fl1P fr<' i'P<(ltiml J,,,. l:iw for rcgi;"!ration to he paid hy tho 

8 purchaser 

9 • 
Iu n1l1litio11 tho p11n•h:1~N· slinJI pay to the shcrHt nny fee of the 

10 prothouotnry for tho ncknowkdgment of the sheriff's c.kcd n11<l the fee 

11 of the r('t'ortlC>r for 1·ceor1li!lg smuc for whkh the slwriff sl111ll account to 

12 tliC>m rcspcctivo1y 

13 (e) For cxcc11ti11g 1111~· writ of inquiiy p:nlition con1lcnmation ap-

14 prnisezmmt i11'}11isitio11 01· llll,\' si111ilnr wl'it issued Ly any court al<lcrrnan 

15 justice of the pr:H'C mnghhntl' 01· l'o111missio11er mHler any ad of As-

16 scmhly tl1c foJlowiug items to lie paid by tho party who procured Enmc 

17 :For rccci\'ing dockoti11g nrnl making r«;!lnrn there~( three <lollars nud -
18 seventy-five cents 
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For summoning }>iutics or persons in possession personally :or by 

2 copy served or posted for first :service two dollars fifty cents 

3 }'or each additional service pcr~onaHy or by copy or posting oilo 

4 dollar fifty cents anti mileage 

5 :For niaking carh copy served or postcll one. clollnr fifty cents 

6 For summoning and swearing spcci:ll jurors firn dollars 

7 For holdi11g inquistion or apprnis~mcnt of. zeal eslntc H i:ame l,c 

8 held upon the premises six do1lars and mileage lf/ aml from the .111af;.c 

9 where same may be locatc<l in addition to jurors' experts' or ~nrYcyors' 

1 O foes and ncccs.sary ex-pcnscs 

11 ·For ot11er execution of any -snch .writ fiye clollars .. 
'. 

t 2 For serfing the s~mo by publication in one or more nowspapci·s os 

13 rcquiled by lnw or order of court three <lollnrs in iuldition to \ll'i·ut<.'r'~ 

l·l bills ' . 

15 l1'or de1ivering lands to plaintiff in inquisition or similar 1n·occcdin~J , 

16 three clo1htrs. and mileage an<l no conuni:;.,ion 111 such ca~o ... ~hnll W 

17 .. charged . ' "· ; 

18 . (d) J<,or executing (fieri facias domestic attachment foreign at-

19 faclm1cntl execution writs fraudulent .debtors att~c.hment rctomo }fa~ 

20 bendo and replevin or any w1·it or order issued out of any court rcqniriug 
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the levy or seizure of p\)rsonal property or sellin~ tl~e sa~e aocording to 

law the following items t-0 be paid by the parties procuring same 

Por receiving docketing and making retur11 thereof three dollars and 

seventy-five cents 

For serving or posting nny copy or notice thtrcof the fees and mile· 

ago hercinbeforo provided 

For each levy <111 personal property three dollars and seventy-five 

8 ~ and mileage 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

For return of null a bona one dollar fifty cents and mileage 

For clerk hire at ea<'h sale whether on one or more writs against 

the same defendant two dollars fifty oonts 

For advertising personal }lfOpcrty to public sale by hand-bills three 

dollars and seventy-five cents and mileage in addition to printer's billa 

For adjourning any sale two dollars and mileage 

In addition the sheriff shall charge and receive as an official fee a 

oommiesion of two cents on every dollar based upon the total amount 

realized from said sale whether paid to the sheriff or credited to the pur­

chaser on acc-0tmt of any writ Provided That the amollnt of same does 

not exceed one thousand do11ars ($1000) in which case one-ha1£ cent 

# .. - • •• • • • ..,. • • • _·. 
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1 (Yz ¢) on every dollar in excess of that amount shall ho chetrg<'d in a<ldi· 

2 ti on. 

3 :For each watchman to take care of property attached lovied upon 

. -

4 
or otherwise taken into legal custody when necessary or requested by 

5 
any of the parties interested ten d~llars for each period of eight hours l\) 

6 
be considered a day's service and a proportionate sum for any fraction 

7 
of such day to be payable to such watchman and collectible for his ben·e-

8 
fit by the sheriff from the party benefited thereby or person requiring 

9 his services in like manner as other legal c-0sts payable to the sheriff may 

10 be oollected 

11 
For insurance arranging goods for sale heat light power storage 

12 
rent transportation supplies feeding livestock and similar expenses in· 

13 curred in caring for and keeping the goods and chattels levied upon or 

14 attached when the same are necessary or advantageous or when requested 

15 by any party interested to incur any such expenses the actual costs 

16 thereof to be paid by the plaintiff petitioner or party requiring same to 

17 be inrmred provided any surplus of advances for same be refunded 

18 (e) For the settlement or staying by the plaintiff of any writ em· 

19 braced in any section of this act relating to either lauds and tenements 
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1 or personal property tho execution of tho s.nme not beiug concluded the 

2 sheriff sliall reccivo the ~mnc fees fo1 rccei\·ing docketing and returning 

3 levying aml n1h-crtising with mileage anti such c'oinmission as would be 

diargeable if sale had been nrndc upon sr.id writ for the amouut })::!id t.o 

5 settle or stay the samo whether such sum be paid to hiui or' to the plain-

6 tiff or a compromise be ma<lc between plaintiff aHd <lcfornlant for the 

7 future payment of any sum to rnti&fy tho sam0 

s For rccch-ing aml docketing each }ff~Jperty claim wt1gc daim re~1t 

9 dnim or excmptiou claim three <lollnrs an<l seventy-five c~ut~ to he pa~d 

10 Ly the clni111:mt upon fili11g' same with the sheriff or his deputy in adqi-

11 tion to ony fee collectil.Jlo by the prothouot:wy or dcrk of any court for 

12 filing t\11)' notico petition or nilc relating thereto 

13 For I he npprni.sc111cnt of irnrsonal property by virtue of any act 

o( As.s<"mlily or at the lawful rc<p1c.::l of any party lfom'] six dollars -· ' 

15 11wl mileage J>ro\'idcd TJ1at m any case where the appraist·moi1t !lf 

a largo <111:rntity of goods or the scrvicc3 of experts s11all he rcquiri;(' 

17 t11c sheriff or :my party may apply _by petition to the comt or a judgG 

18 thereof linving jnri£1lietio11 o,·cr saitl matt~r setting forth the facts an<l 

1":li1l Mmt or judge may make an or,}N fixing the sum to be allowe1l 

arnl pai<l to the sheriff for the compensation of the appraisers as the 
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1 proper cost of nrnking such appraisc1i1cnt which sum so fixe1l and allo,~·l'd 

2 slinll he taxed as the slwritl's proper legal costs The plaintiff or pcti-

3 tioncr ·in th? proccc(lings shall iiay for the ma kine and filing of any 

'1 apprni~cment required uf1lc.:;s otherwirn pro,·ided by law 

5 For notifying the AudifiH' Gcncn1l of the 1noposed i:alc of the 

6 · propclt~· or the fra11thi~c of :my corporation or joint-stock nssociation 

7 three 1lolhns 

8 (f) For executing wmrc foC'ias or yen ire foci as jurotorr11 is.H\ctl 

9 out of any court the following items to be paiil hy the county 

10 For rc<:civing llockcting nml making rct urn thereof on c:ich YC'nirc 

11 tln·cc dollars an1l se,·cnty-Hvc cents 

12 For nny S(.'rnccs of the slrnriff m drawing namc5 of jmor.:; from 

13 the jury wheel :rnd smnmoning such jurors or summoning any 1urors 

_)4 dr:nrn by any jury IJO:nd or eonmnss1oncr the sheriff ::hnll he C'ntitlell 

15 to diargc aJl(l rct'eiYe from the county one dollar an<l mileage and 

16 ncccss:ny expenses for cnch juror drawn 

17 (g) For executing writs of (l1aLcre facias lihernri facias] execution 

18 dower, posscssioncm or posscs~ory process requiring the doliYcry of 

19 pos~ession of real estate or ejecting or dispossessing any person or per-
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sons of their cffrcts six dollars aud milcago and reas'lnable costs for 

liclp whrn ncce~sary to preserve the pca~e or safeguard property in 

11tlditio11 to the costs of sale when made to be paid by the party de-

positing such writ or demanding posst>ssion 

(h) :For t>Xccnting any pro\!e8s warrant capias attarhment decree 

sentt>nce or order of court issued out of any court where any pcreon 

or the defendant's Lody is taken into custody to be paid by the county 

when the Commonwealth is interested otherwise by the party procur­

ing snd1 prorcss writ order or decree R$ follows 

For receiving docketing anrl making return thereof three dollars 

A1Hl sc\•(>nty-firo cents 

For each arrci<t '"two dollars and mileage in addition to necessary 

help and expcnse~ iuclnding the compenSF.tion ··of any spcciAl deputies 

required who ~hdll be paid at thG rate of ten dollars for eight hours' 

service 

For transportation of eal'h prisoner ftC>n-} twelve cents pc1· mile 

111 addition to neces.sary help and expenses including the compensation 

of any special deputies required who shall be paid a.t the rate of 

ten dollars for eight hours1 service 

For each commitment to jail correctional institution asylum or 
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1 place of <lctcntion of any juvenile court in nn): ·criminal or civil case 

2 seventy-five cents to be paid by the C<llllli,Y unless othcrwiSQ provhlcd 

3 by law 

4 For discharging an~· person or prisoner from nny such place of 

J confincn1ent in any case !"c-vcntr·fivc c\'nts to be 1rnid by tho county 

fi For executing bail-piece or tnking Loud in any matter whether 

7 civil or criminal two dollars to ho llRiil by tho person ber1cfltcd unless 

8 otherwise provided by law 

9 In addition the sheriff shall recci\'C for the indiotr11ent in c11.ch oyer 

10 and tcrminer case the sum of four dollars and iri -each quarter sessions 

11 comt or other county court case the sum of two dollars to be paid 

] 2 by the county 

13 For each bill ignored by the grand jury two dollars to be paid 

14 by the county 

15 For each case acted upon by any juvenile court two dollars to be 

16 paid by the county 

17 For each non-support or desertion cage acted upon by any oourt 

18 the sum of two dollau to be paid by the cou.nty 
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l (i) Where the shniff 8ha11 be in charge of any jail or prison or 

2 · plncc of dcll'11tio11 he slwll be entitled to receive such allowance for 

3 tlic <'mto<l,,· <'fire mal mainten:m<'c of prisoners and inmates as may Le 

4 lhc·1l b,v t);c rourts or oflieial boanls of the respective counties having 

supen-h•ion 'of such institutions o~ as said colirts or boards ;nay approve 

6 
upon itC'mi1c<l hills rendered from time to time to be paid hy such 

7 
l'Olllll,Y in nddition to any compensation for his. services fixed by law 

8 
·, ~) 

or hy nu.'· rourt or oflicial board authorized to fix such compensation 

9 
For removing 1rn ins:me or wclik niinded or defeotirn person to 

10 
au,\· imtitution for the ronflncment of any su"h persons or any persou 

ll . to the penitcinliar,\' workhourn Huntingdon Ticforn1atory or to any 

C'l1nrit11Llc institution or an~· hospitn] school 01· home, where i:erso_~1s 
12 

arc ron.flncd or detained or supported under any. commitment sentence 

14 
or Of(ler of tiny court three dollars and seventy-five .c~m~s _on cacl1 com-

15 
mitmcnt or qrdc~ · in additio11 ·. to mileage and necessary 'expenses in-

16 
duding the compcusation of any spetial deputies rcq~ired who sh~ll 

. be pai~· at. t_he -rate of ~en dol1ar,s for eight hours' service . to be pai~ 11' . .· . '' ... - ".' . ' - .. - : .: ' ·. . --

18 
therewith by law Provided however That the mileage for the person 

19 



'. 
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1 
in custod.v under c-011m1itmnnt or order shnll bo based upon tho -miles 

2 
nctuaJly traveled to his or her <lcsthrntion . . 

3 
(j) For attending court when rcquirc<l to do so by hm; or by any 

4 
judge or <listrict & ttornoy or ln·inging into · atlll removing therefrom 

_·, 

5 
prisoners for arraignment t .. l'ial or s<'11tci1co or witn(:sscs h(lld in custody 

6 
tlio sum of tlftecn tlo11ars per rlny [for thB e.heriff of any second class 

7 
county a nrl ten doJlars per day) for tho tl1criff (of any other county] 

nrHl a like sum for C':l~h cleput,r for each tlny of oycr and tonnin-er 
8 

9 
co~ut quarter scssio11s court jn\'cnilc ("Ourt or county court including 

10 
the Oounty Court of AllC>gl1on~· County when tho sheriff or deputy~ is 

actually present to ho pai<l hy the count.v 
11 

* * * 
12 --

13 
(l) For scrvirc performed in hi~ l'apncity ns a conservator of the 

14 
'. peac~ ,~r police officer in s11ppr~ssing riots 111obs _or insurrections and 

15 
.. __ when discharging an):' tluty requiring the summoning of a posse c01ni-

16 ... tatns or. special ~cputy .sheriffs the sheriff shn_ll receive per diem com-

17 ncn~ati~n~:.a.t_·,the .r:ite ·of _fifteen. dollal's in any county (of the second 

lS .. ~~Ja~s. ·~p1_c1}en, ~oHars ilJ. o_the! _counti~s] for c~ght }1ours' service together 

19:1.'. w~h ·the,-mi\eag~-.Rl,l_cl -necessary expc~es including subsistence for him-
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1 For each special deputy appointed by any sheriff in c.ase of any 

2 emergency to assist him in executing any civil or criminal process or 

3 <'OHrt ortler or preserving the pea<'c such sheriff may cba.rge and shall 

4 rccC'hc from rho county compensation for such deputy at the rate of 

5 IUt<'en doll A rs in any county [of the second class and ten doJlflrd jn · 

,,. 
6 Oil,\' other ,·onnty] for eight ho1m;' service ii~ addition t~ the expenses 

7 incurrc1l for tho transportation and subsistence of such deputy while 

8 rendering such service 

9 (m) For mileage in serving or executing any of the writs official 

.,,, ' ' -

10 notic~s rules decrees orders or proceBSes or e-0pies t.hereo~ or perform· 

11 ing any of the duties or services herein specified or authorized by law 

:12 the sheriff shall be entitled to charge and receive and may tax. as 

13 official c-0sts fteui tweh·e cents a mile circular for each mile necessary 

14 to be traveled by himc~r any of his deputies or employes a!ld the same 

15 shall he allowed upon each separate writ rule order decree process Ol' 

16 noti('e served or service performed Proyided That he shall not l'eceive 

17 more than one mileage where the plaintiff and defendant in two or 

18 more contemporaneous writs are the same or when e-0nducting two or 

19 more persons or prisoners at one time to or from a place of detention 

20 or correction but he shall aiso rec.eive the aforesaid mileage for trans-
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porting such prisoners and bis deput.iei.\ guarding thorn and meal& and 

lodging <luring the jou.rncy and th(> return of hia deputies 

• • * 

We certify thtt thia bill bft'. Jl~<'cl thti &ria·te and the Itouae of 

........................ • ............... . 
Ohief Cierk, Sen1itt 

.......................................... 
Pretident pro tempore, SeN.te-

••••••••••••••••••••••••• :I .............. . 

Sptiaker, Ho118e of ReprMentative.< 

Approved The ........ day of ...........•...•...... A. D. 1961. 

' ' 
t • • • • • • I • • • It • S • • • I I • • • • I • e • • • • I II • • • • I • • • 

Governor 
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