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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
SENATE BILL
No. 2 1 2 et

—

MR, McMFVAMIN IN I‘LACE FI:.BRUARY 14, 1961.

MR. STFV SNSON, C()“\[I’[”I‘FE ON LO(‘AL GOVFR’\IMDNT
AS A\IENDI‘I) FEBRUARY 28;-1931.

AN ACT

Clmpgixilg the method of reclassifying (;itics of the sccond class A upon
a decrease in population authorizing retention of existing classi-
fication nuthorizin# cl;:cticns and pemitting selection of a form
of city government in such eascs from ambng several optional
plans

The General Asseirll)lf ‘of thé Commonwealth of Pennsylvania here-

by enacts as follows

RXPLANATION—OAPITAL LETTERS Indicate new matiar sdded to bill. Mattar stricken-—through
2 to be om!t\‘,ed from bill

indicates niw matter added to existing law. [Brackets) indicate matter
existing law.
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Se-cli’ox.\v 1 Whenéégr the popﬁlation of any cify of the 's‘c‘zéond'c}as;
A bas regressed to a ’ﬁgur;e/ below thev mininum fixed for that classifi-
cation the court of q11axler seesions of the c_puﬁty in which the city is
located shall upon petition of ﬁftee>n per cent of the registered voters '
of £he city appoint a cherter commiesion to study and ms.:lge recom-
mendations on the adoption of a form of city goverament

~Scction 2 The charter commission so appointed shall i:ongist of pot
leas than nine nor more than fifteen members who shall bg qualified
electors of the city Tn every icase at least three méAmbers of the charter
commissi‘-i‘)r_l shall be appointgd from among the members of city éouncil»

N Sec:ionA 3 The charter com\niésion shall organize and function in

accordance with the provisions of the Opti;)nal Tlﬁrd Claes City Charter
Law and in so far f-l’sbthc same are applicable shall exercise the same
powers and perform the same duties as are conferred or imposed upon
charter commissions elected under the provisions of the Optional Third
Class City Charter Law

Members of the charter commission shall serve withcut compensa-

tion but shall Le reimbursedby the city for their necessary expenses

incurred in the performance of their duties The city council shall ap-

propriate reasonable sums of money necessary for such purpose and
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" for t!;e work of the chatter 'cummisai’o‘n as provided in the Opt_ioni;l
Third (}Iass; City Charter I.-aw

The' charter commission shall report its ‘rebomme-ndutiOns at the
time and in the manner provided in the Optional Third Class City Char-
ter Law In its report the charter cominfssioz; shall reeomzﬁend retention
of ti:e existing classiﬁc;*ltion or adoptiog of the coﬁ‘m’ﬂséiqh form of gov-

ernment or adoption of one of the optlohial forms of city government

provided in the Optional Third Class GCity Charter Law

Section 4 Within five days after the chartG;r §om:hihsion fepoits
its recommeﬁd;tions the city council shall certify a copy of the com-
missions report to_the county board of electlons which shall cduse the
question to be placed upon the ballot or voting machines at such time
as the commission shall in its repott specify The quesiion Bhall be sub-
n;itted to the.electors in the manner‘and at the time provided in the
Optional Third Class City Charter Law and shall be framed by city
council

Section 5 The county board of elections shall make return of -the
vote cast on the questicn as provided by law If at such election the

electors have voted against retaining the existing classification or have
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vo}ted in favor of adopting the commission form of go{em;nen‘t; ot havo
voted in favor of ﬁdOpting bné of the "o‘ptional forfms_of éovemmént
provided in the Optional Tbird 'Class City ‘Cﬂ‘lblart’er Jaw the city shall
become a city of the third class and -shall be governcd undef flae ap-
_ propriate ’pro.visionspf the Third Cla§s City Code or the Optionalv'l'hii'd

‘ Class City Charter Law The travsition to & new form of government

‘ghall ;tal_ie effect as provided in vt_he Optional Third Class Oifj Oliar‘ter

Law GR IN THE THIRD CLASS OITY CODE -AS THE OASE
'MAY‘ BE
. Whénever by thé returns of any such eleetion it shall ‘app‘ear that
a majqri;cy favor retention of existing classification or _there,isv a ma-
: jo'rity‘gAgainst the different form of city govornment recommended by
the clgarter'commissibn the city»shall_ retain its existing classification
and 10 ‘f_urtimr proceedings shall be hﬁd and it shail bo unlawful to
hold another election on the questiop‘ in such city WITHIN A PERIOD
OF FIVE YEARS
Section 6 The act of June 25 1895 (P I 278) entitled “An act
dividing the cities of this State into three classes with réspect, to their

population and designating the mode of ascertaining and changing the
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c]asslﬁcahon thercof in accordance lhcrcw:th” is rcpealod in so far as

it is inconsistent with the provisions of t_his act

 We certify that this bill has i)assed the Semate and the House of

Representatives.

- Ohmi' .OIerk, Senafo

Prwdent pro tempore, Sennt;

a!cuulOQIQ-"-l-00-'000..‘0-0-.--

Speaker, House of Rapmoontatwu

Approved The e eireresreaaseennas A. D. 1961,

@Governor
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