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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA· 

SENATE BILL 
No. 212 

,..,.. 

Session of· 
1 9 6 1 

MR Mc:ME*AMI.N, IN. PLACE, FEBRUARY 14, 1961. 

MR. ST1'~VENSON, CO)lMITTEE ON I~OOAfr OOVERNMENT, 
AS A~IENDED, FEBRUARY 28; 1931. · 

AN ACT 
Changing the method of r~cla~sifying <'itics of the second class A upon 

a decrease in populntion authorizing retention of existing classi-

fieation nuthorizing clcctions and permitting selection of a form 

of city gon~rnmcnt in Htcl1 cases from among several optional 

plans 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania here-

by enacts as follows 

JbluJfATrOJf--OAPITAL LBTl"mUJ ln~to niw matt~ &dded to bUL Ma\tar llPWl.a ihre• 
ill to be omitted from bill. 
~ lndloo.tea n;.w mattu added to enstlnr law. [Bracketa) Indicate matter 

~l&w. 
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I Section 1 Whcne,~er the population of any city oi the sccond-das3 

2 A Lu re.gressed to a 6guro below· the minimum fixed for tht classifi.-

3 cat.ion the court of qua1ter ~etisions of the county in which tho city is 

4 loN1ted ghaH upon petition of fifteen per cent of the regietered votefll 

5 of the city appoint a charter commi~ion to study and make rooom· 

6 mendations on the adoption of a form of city govetliment 

7 . Section 2 The charter commission so appointed shall con~at of noi 

8 less than nine nor more than fifteen members who shall be qualified 

9 electors of the city In every case at least three members of the charter 

10 commiesion shall be appointed from among the members of city council 

11 Sec~ion 3 Tho charter commission shall organize and function in 

12 accordauce with tho 'proYisions of the Optional Third Claf.S City Charter 

13 Law and in so -far as tho rnme are applicnble shall exorcise the same 

14 
powers and perform the ~amc dutic:i as are conferred or imposed upon 

16 charter c-0mmissions elected under the provisions of the Optional Third 

16 CJas.~ City Charter I.aw 
I' 

17 
:Members of tho charter commission shall serve without compensa· 

18 
tion but shall Lo reimbursed by the city for their necessary expenses 

19 
incurred in tho performance of their duties The city council shall ap-

_, ' 

20 
propriate reasonable sums of money necessary for such purpose a.nd 
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1 · for the work of the chatl<,'r ·commie.s\on as p'rovid~d in the Option8l 

2 Third Olae.~ City Ohart~r l.aw 

8 Tht- ('hartcr commis!ion ehsll re}1ort 'ih reeommendatwna at tho 

' time and in the m!\nner pro"id~d in the Optlond Third Class City Ohar-

6 ter I.aw In its report the charter commiadon f!hall recommend retention 

6 ' of the existing cl&i;sification or tdoption of the commiskion form of gov-

7 emment or adoptioh of ono of the optiot1al fotins of City government 

8 provided in the Optional Third Class City Charter Law 

9 Se-0tion 4 "Within five days after tbe charter oonuni8sion reports 

10 its recommendations the city cou'licil ~hall certify a oopy of the com-

11 miesions report to tho county boatd of elections which ehall cause th~ 

1~ question to bo placed upon the ballot or voting machines ~t such time 

13 as the commission shall in its repott specify 'l'he quesdon shall be sub--

14 mitted to the electors in tho manner and at tho time provided in the 

15 Optional Third CJass Cit.v Ch11rter J,aw and ~hall be framed by city 

16 council 

17 Section 5 The county board of elections shall make return of the 

18 vote cast on the questicn as provided by Jaw If at such election the 

19 electors have voted against retaining the existing classification or have 
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voted in favor of ndopting the cQmmisaion fo1m of goyemment <n. have 

voted in favor of adopting one of the. optional forms of government 

provide':! in tho Optional Third Class City Charter J,a,v the city shall 

bccomo a city of the third rlass and shRll be governed under the ap· 

propriate provisions of the Third Cla.83 City Code or tho Optional 'l'hird 

.<Jlasa Qity Charter Law The trausition to a new form of government 

7 . shall .take effect as provided in the Optional Third Class Oity Charter 

8 I.aw OR L.~ THE TIIIl~D CLASS CITY CODE AS 'I'HE OASE 

9 MAY BE 

10 . Whenever by the returns oI any such election it shall appear that 

1~ a majority favor retention of existing classification or there. is a ma· 

12 . jority against the different fonn of city ~ovornment recommended by 

13 the c~arter. co1:1mission tho city shall retain its existing classification 

14 an~ no further proceedings shall be had and it shall ho unlawful to 

15 hold another election on the question in such city WITHIN A PERIOD 

16 OF FIVE YEARS 

~'f Section 6 The act. of June 25 1895 (P I~ 275} entitled "Au act 

18 dividing the cities of this State into three classes with respect to their 

19 population and designating tho mode of ascertaining and changing the 
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1 classification thereof in accordance lhcr~with" iu repealed in so far as 

2 it is inc-0nsistcnt with tho prO\·isions of this act 

We c~rtify that thie bill hu pa!aed the Senate and the Hou1e of 

RepreeentaliTes.. 

......................................... 
Ohief Olerk, Senat..e 

1 ' • • e t 1 1 t I I I I e • I I • t • I ii I fl! ii I I • I I • I I • I I t I I I 

Preaident, pro te;.npor$, Sena~ 

........................................ 
Speaker, Houae of Repreeent.ti.YOI 

Approve<l The •...•... day of .•.•....••••.••••...•• A. D. 1961 . 

. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Governor 
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