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TRB GBNBRAL ASSEM'.BLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 261 Seealon of 

1961 

11E88H!-'. LANE AND lIAT.USl{A, IN PLAOE, 
:FEBHUAHY 20, 1961. 

AS ,L\f E~ DED ON TJI IUD HEADING, JUNJ<~ 20, 1961. 

AN ACT 
Amending the act of ~fay 21 1943 (P I~ 571) entitled as amended "An 

act relating to assessment for taxation in counties of the fourth 

fifth sixth seventh and eighth classes designating the subjects 

property and persons subject to and exempt :from taxation for 

county borough town township school except in cities and county 

institution district purposes and providing for and regulating the 

asscasment and n11ua ti on thereof for such purposes creating in 

each such county a board for the a~ssment and i·e\·ision of taxes 

defining the powers and duties of such boards providing for the 

ExK.lN&TION--OAPITAL LETTE'.R8 tndlcate new ma\.ter added to bUl. M&tter $lelleR t&reitfla 
ia to bo omlt.Ud from bW. 
t1ndeneorlng kl.dlcate.s new matter a.dded to ewtlng ta.w. CBra.cketaJ tnd1eat4 m&tter 
lit:irtCken from mating l&w. 
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acceptance of this act by· cities regulating the office of ward 

borough town and township assessors abolishing th& office of as· 
sishmt tJ·iennial a·ssessor in townships of the first class providing 

for the appointment of a chief assc~or assistant ass('.ssors 1rnd 

other. employes providing for tlicir compcmation payable by such 

counties prescribing certain duties of aml ccrlain foes to be ~\ol­

lr,cted by the recorder of dcc<ls and municipal ollie-0r:J who issuo 

Luil<ling pc1111its im11osi11g duties on taxables making improvements 

011 fand am} grautecs of Jan<l prescribing penalties and eliminating 

the triennial assessment" imposing permanent restrictions on tho. 

taxing aulhoritics of political snlxlivisions affected by tho Jll'O­

visious of the act 

The General Asrnmbly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania horn· 

by enacts as follows 

1 Sec.tion 1 Subsection (b) of section 602 act of May 21 1943 (P L 

. 2 671) known as "The }'ourth to Eighth Class County Assessment I.aw'' 

3 amended September 8 1059 (P L 825) is amended to read 

4 Section 602 Valuation of Persons and Property * * * 

5 (b) After any county has established and completed for the entire 

6 county the pennanent system of records consisting of tax maps property 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

a Printer's No.--948 

recor(I cards an1l property owncr'e. index as required by section 306 of 

tl1e> act herein amended and has made its first county asse8sm'3nt of real 

properly under that system nml at values based upon an established pre­

detormincd i·atio ns required by this section each political subdivision 

which [hereafter) thereafter for the first time levies its real esiate 

taxes on that first assessment or valuation shall for that first year reduce 

its tax rate i( neccssnry for the purpo!;e of having the total amount of 

taxes }c,·ic<l for that year against tl1e real properties contained in the 

duplirotc for the preceding year equal in the case of a school district 

not more than one hundred and ten per ccntum and in the case of any 

ll .··. ot.her !axing district not more than one hundred and fivo per centum 
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of t110 total r1mount lovicd on such propcrlirs the prrccding year not­

withstanding tl1c increased valuations of such proportics under the new 

nsscssmrnt system 'fhereaf ter the total amount of the real estate taxes 

1ovic<l Ly Any flOJiti<'a 1 subdivision including school districts slrnll not 

exccC'1l 0110 l111111lre1l ::uul ~ TWRNTY ver ccnhnn of the total amount 

it lcvi<'1l on such properties the year preceding the establishment of the 

now as5c:'5lll<'nf sy5fc111 11otwitl1~farnli11g the incrt:'ascd valuations of such 

properties under the new assessment system AND BEGINNING WITH 

THE YE.AU l!l62 SUCH TAX HATE INOHEASE SHAI~L NOT EX-
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1 CEt~n J..'lYE PJ<:n UE~'1'U~l PEH YEAU }'OH THE i\1'~X1' }'IVE 

2 SUCCEEDJXG YEAHS }'or the purpose of determining the total 

3 amount of taxes to be levied for [!>aid first] auy year the amount to be 

4 levied 1)n newly coustructcd buildings or st ructurcs or on increased 

5 valuations uased on new improvements rnaue to existing houses need 

6 not be considered The tax rate ~haJJ be fixed for [tlrnt] each year nt -
7 a figure which will accor.:tplish tliis 1mrpose H any 11oliticnl sub<lh·isio!~ 

8 has heretofore levied taxes in excess of the limits_prcscriucd in tlti.a 

9 subsection then the rate of . such taxes shall be reduced to tho extent 

10 necessary to oomply with the provisions of the subsection 'Vith tho ap-

11 proval of the court of common lllcas upon good cause shown any such 

12 political subdivision may increase the tax rate herein prescribed not· 

withstanding tho provisions of this paragraph 13· 

* * * 
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We ce.rtify that this bill bu 'Pf.8l!OO the Senate and the H<>ue ol 

········································ O!iief Olork, BellMe 

.......................... " ............. . 
President pro «mlpoJiO, Senate 
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Approved The ••••.••. day of ••••.•.••••••••••.•••• A. D. lt&l . 
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