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TBB GENERAL ASSEMBLY01', PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 294 

,, 

Session of 
1961 

:MESSHS. HOONEY AND McOHEF.SH, IN PLACE, 
FEBRUARY 2'1, 1961. 

AS A~lE~DEI> ON 'flllHD HEADING, ~CAY 1, H)Gl. 

AN ACT 
.Amending the Rct of April. 20 10Ci9 (P J, 58) entitled "An act oon-

E-oliclating aml ro\·il'ing tho Ychiclo Codo tho TrMtor Code the 

Motor Y chido 1~~i11n11cinl UcsponsiLility Act and other acts rclal-

ing to tl10 ownorship possC'ssion nrnl me of vehicles and traotors'' 

further pro\·iding for tho lights and signals to be used in connoo--

tion with ccrlnin ,·c)1iclcs trnd providing penalties 

The General .Assembly of the Commonwealth 0£ Pennsylvania 

hereby euacts as follows 
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1 Section _1 Subs~ction (d) section 801 act of April 29 1959 (P J, 58) 

2 kno\vn as "The Vehie.le Code'' amended J\1Jy 13 1959 (P T, 535) is 

3 fl mended. to read 

4 Section 801 Hequircd Lighting ·Equipment 

6 * * * 

6 (d) Rear I.amps and Illumination of Hear lkgislration Plate Every 

7 motor vehicle and every trailer or scmi-trail~r attached to a motor ve-

8 hide and every vehicle which is being drawn at the end of a combination 

9 of vehicles shall carry at the rear at least two (2) lamps of a type whioh 

10 at. the· limo of their use is appro\'ed by the secretary aml whioh exhibit 

11 a red light piainlY vbible under uormal atmospheric conditions at night 

12 from ft distance of five hundred (500) feet to the rear of such vehicle 

13 Such rear lamps or a separate ]amp shall be so constructed and plaood 

14: thnt the number plate carried on the rear of such vehicle sha11 under 

15 like conditions be so illuminated by a white light as to be read from a dis-

16 ta nee of fifty (50) feet to the rear of snch vehicle 'Vhen the rear number 

17 plate is illuminated by an electric ]amp other tlian the required rear 

18 lamps the three (3) ]amps shall be turned on or off only by the same c-On-

19 tr<>l switch at El.11 times whenever head lamps are lighted Provided how-

20 e\·er That t11e requirement of at least two (2) red rear lamps on such 



1 vehicles shall [apply 01111 to \·chide! lultilllly regtstcrcd in this Com· 

2 m~11·wealth on or afte: July 110~0 Yohidos initinlly registered in thia 

I •• • 

3 Commonwealth prior to July 1 1050 1'.11'alt bo required to carry one (1) 

4 
red rear lamp rather than tho two (2) red rca~ lamps as otherwise re-

5 
quired Ly the provhio1:s of this ~nlncctiou Tractors nnd i~1otol'cycles] 

6 
not. apply to tractors motoroycias truck tractors and towing vehfolea in 

'1 
drh-caway-towaway operations which shall carry at least one (1) rear 

8 
lamp which exhibits a red light plainly visible to the rear 

* * * 9 

10 
Pcna1ty Any person violating any of the provisions of subsection 

11 
(a) (b) {c) (d) (c} or (£) of this section shall upon summary conviction 

12 
liefore a magistrate be sentenced to pay a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) and 

13 costs of prosecution and in default of the payment thereof shall undergo 

14 impriso11mcnt for not more than fh-c (5) days Any person violating any 

15 of the 1uo\'iiio11s of sn1m~ction (g) (h) (i) (j) or (k) of this section shall 

16 upon summary conviction before a magistrnto he sentenced to pay a fine 

17 of two dollars ($2.00) and costs of prosecution and in default of the 

18 payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not more than one (1) 

19 day 

20 Section 2 Subsection (e) section 801 of the act is amended to read 
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Section 801 Required Lighting Equipment 

* * * 

(o) Stop J,amps J.~vcry motor vehicl~ and every trailer or semi­

trailer attnched to a motor YChiclo and every vehido which ia being 

drawn at the end of a oombination of vehicles sliall carry at the rear at 

least two (2) stop lamp13 one (1) on each side of the rear of the vehicle of 

a type which at the time of their use are approved by the Seoretary of 

Re\"enuo [Provided however That the requirement of at least two (2) 

stop Jsmps on such vehicles shall apply only to vehicles initially regis­

tered in this Commonwealth on or after July 1 1956 All other such ve­

hicles shall carry at the rear at least one (1) stop ]amp] except as other­

wise provided in this subsection Tractors truck tractor~~;::nd towing ve· 

hicles in driveaway-towaway opera.tions shall carry at least one (1) stop 

14 lamp 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

* * * 

Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions of subsection 

(a) (b) (c) (d) (c) or (f) of this section shall upon summary conviction 

before a magistrate be sentenced to pay a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) 

and costs of prosecution and in default of the payment thereof sliall 
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1 ·undergo imprisonment for not ii1oro than tlvo· {5) days lilly person violB.t-

2 
C• • 

ing any of the provisions of subsection (g) (h) (i) (j) or (k) of this section 

3 t1hall ·1ipon summary con.viction before a magistrate be sentenced to pay 

a fine of two dollars ($2.00) and costs of prosecution and in default of 

the payment thereof sha11 undergo imprisonment for not more than one 

6 (1) day 

... 
7 Section 3 Subsection (g) section 801 of the act amended No,·ember 

8 12 1959 (P L 1499) is amended to read 

9 Sect.ion 801 Uequired Lighting Equipment 

10 * * * 

11 (g) Commercial Motor V chicles Trailers Semi-Trailers Buses and 

12 Omnibuses Every commercial motor vehicle trailer semi-trailer or every 

IS motor omnibus or motor bus except motor buses or motor omnibuses 

14 operated entirely within municipalities when their interiors are illumi-

15 nated or every combination of vehicles engaged in driveaway-towaway 

16 operations shall display lighted lamps at the times mentioned in sub-

17 section (a) when and as required in this section except that such lamps 

18 may be but are not required to be lighted when any such vehfole is upon 

19 a highway which is sufficiently illuminated by street lamps to render 

~ any peraon or vehicle visible at a distance of five hundred {500) :feet 
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(1) Electric Clearance tamps Every such ,·chicle having a width a\ 

s.ny part (in excess] of eighty (80) inches or more al1d every combina· 

lion of vehicles euga[ed in a drh·eaway-towaway operation shall ho 

equipped with two (2) electric clearance lamps located on [the cxtremo 

left side of such vehicle one (1) located at] the front nnd displaying an 

amber light Yisiblc from a distance of five hundred (500) feet to the 

front of the vehicle and [the other]. two (2) electric clearanc.e lamP! 

loc-ated at the rear of the vehicle and displaying a r_cd light visible from 

a distance of five hundred (500) feet to the rear_ of the vehicle and said 

rear electric clearance lamp shall be in addition to the red rear lamp 

hereinbefore required [Provided however That vehicles equipped with 

ncctyll'nc head ]amps may in lieu of such electric clearance lights bo 

equipped with an amber reflector in front, and a red reflector in the rear 

which shall be so de.!<igned and maintained to meet the requil'Cments as 

to reflectors provided in this section] 

Clearance lamps aro 11ot required on a polo trailer or on the rear 

of a truck tractor On drivcaway-towaway combinations they are rtr 

quired only on the front of the towing vehicle and the rear of the real'­

most towed vehicle So far as is practicable they shall be mounted to in· 
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uieatc the C'Xtrc>mc willth and height of the Yehicle except that Oil truck. 

tractors they slrnii lie ~o loeafccl as to indicate the extreme width of the 

cah 

\2) Ell'l'll'il· l1l<•11tilit••\fio11 l.tu11ps Front n111l Ht••H En.•rv 8nch mo-. --
tor \'ehh•Jp lrniler oa· iiemi·trnilc•r C'X11 cpti11g those house trailers mobile-

h1J11ll'S 111111 ntlit'l' lrnilers wlih·h must 0Ltoi11 il !Opccial hn11li11g permit under 

geetio11 7:rn of thi~ net for llil'ir IJIO\'('lllellf upon a highway witliin this 

Commonwealth or <'A>tnbinatlon of 1uch \'C'hielcs having [a lc11gth in 

oxcess of tl1irty (30) feet or] n whlth [in excc~s] of eighty (80) inches 

[except tl1oso which 11hall bo <'quipped to conform to the regulations 

of the Intcratl'l.to Co111mCl'cn Colllmis~ion1] or more a11d every combina-

tion of vt'\hlcJc3 cngAg<'tl in a 1hi\'onway·towaway operation having an;y_ 

vehi(')o therein cigh~O) inches or more in -O\'N·all width shall be 

equippc1l with. clcctrio lAmps on tho front displaying three (3) amber 

lights and clcotrio lamps on tho rcnr <1isplaying three (3) red lights [and 

lhc) except RS othcrwi~c pro\'itlc1l heroin 811c.h IRmps are not required 

on the rear of tmck trnctor~ or on the front of trnikrs semi-trailera pole 

trailers or any towing vehicle in a dri veaway-towaway operation The 

lights in cc'ldt Stich group shall be mounic<l on the vc-l'.ticle center line 

of the ir-0nt and the rear of the vehicle on whieh they are required 
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_They shall be evenly spact.'<l not le;.s than six (6) nor more than twelve 

2 (12) inches apart along a horizontal line near the top of the vehicle and 

3 r ~aid lights] shall be visible from distances of five lnmdred {500) foet 

.4 to the front and rear respectively of the veltide [Provided howe,·e1· 

That vchides equipped. with acetJ·lene head Jamps may in lieu of such 

electric idcntifieation 1an1ps be equipped with red and amber reflectors] 

Where the c.nb of the motor vehicle is not more than forty-two (42) 

8 inches wide at thC' front roof Jine a single lamp at the center of the cab 

·9 shall be deemed to comply with the requirement for front identification 

.110 lamps Identification lamps r~quired on tho rear of a pole trailer may 

.1.1 he mouutcd on the vcrtic~1l center line of the rear of the cah of tho 

', 
12 truck tractor drawing the pole trai1er and higher than the load being 

13 transported No part of the front identification lamps or their :mountings 

14 may extend below the top of the vehicle windshield Rear identification 

15 lamps on a truck trailer or semi-trailer need not be lighted if obscured 

16 by another vel1iele towed by the truck or in the same combination of 

17 whicle.s The requirement for three (3) identification lamps on the 

18 vertical center line of the vehicle will be met as to location by one {1) 

19 lamp on the center line with the other two (2) at right or left 
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l (3) Electric Side Marker J,amps ~very such vehicle or combination 

2 of such vehicles [which exceeds twenty (20) feet in overall length1 

8 f!hall be equipped with at least four (4) electric side marker lamps one (1) 

on each side near the front and one (1) on each side near the rear Said 

electric lamps near the front shall display amber lights and said electric 

6 lamps near the r.car shall display red lights each visible· from a distance 

of £.ve hundred (500) feet tO the side of the vehicle on which it is 

8 ~ - . . 

located [If the electric clearance lamps on the left side of a vehicle 

as hereinhefore required display lights visible fro;m a distance of fh·e 

10 hundred (500) foot. at right augles to the foft of the ''ehic1~. they shall 

11 be deemed to meet the requirements as to lcf t marker lamps in this 

12 paragraph In lieu of such electric side markm· lamps any such Ychiclc 

13 may be equipped with four (4) reflectors two (2) on each side aud 

14 othenvise meeting the requirements of this oot] Trailors thirty (30) 

15 feet or more in longth shall be equipped with one (1) additional side 

16 marker lamp on each side at optional height the additional side marker 

17 lamp (')r lamps) to be at or near the center or s.t app1·oximately uniform 

18 epadng in the length of the vehicle The side marker la;mp required at 

19 or near the front and the side marker lamp required at or near the rear 

20 shall be mounted as near the top of the vehicle as practicable If any 

',.. ' " . . ' . . ... ... .... ' _, . . 
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1 clearance lamp hcreinbofor<' fl'CJUir<·tl tli~p11lJ$ light Yhible from a dis-

2 ta.nee of five hundrctl (500) frot nt righ~ an~c to the e.ido of the vehicle 

8 at which it is mounted it_.!!!nll lie ll<'l'lll('t\ to meet the requirement. in 

this paragraph ns to rho si<lo ii1arkcr ll\mp nt tLat spproximato location 

* * * 

6 Penalty Any por@on \'iolAting auy ot the pro\'isions of subsection 

7 (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) or (f) of tliie Eection shall upon summary conviction 

8 before a mPgistratc ho scnlrnc('tl to pay R fine of ten dollars ($10.00) 

end <.'osts 0£ prosecution 1rncl in clcfAult of the. payment t11ereof shall 

10 undergo imprillonment for not more than the (5) days Any person 

. ' 

11 violating any of tho pro\'isions o{ rnbsection (g) (h) (i) (j) or (k) of tliis 

12 . ·section shall upon summary ('On\'iction before a magistrnte be sentenced 

13 to pay a £ne of two dollars ($2.00) n111l costs of pl'osccution llml in 

14 default of the payment thereof drnll undergo irnp1·h:onmrnt for not more 

15 than one (1) dr.y 

16 Se..tion 4 ~~ TJIE SEC1'10X HEADING AND SUB-

17 SECTIOX (t.•) S('i.'lion 802 ;.;ectio11s S:lfJ Hntl 1012 of the act arc amcn<lcd 

18 to read 

19 Seetiou 802 .Addifiolla) [Permi:;:.:ible] Lights mul Devices 

20 * * * 
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(c) Signal Lamps [r.nd :Mech1mical Signal Devices. 

(1) Whenever a motor vehicle is required to be equipped with a 

i;ignal lamp or a signal device such lamp or device shall be so constructed 

and located Oll the veh;c]e flS to giYe a signal Of intention to stop O& 

to turn right or left The signal shall be yellow or red in color aud shall 

be plainly visible in normal sunlight and at night from a distance of one 

hundred (100) feet to the front and from a distance of one hundred 

(100) feet to the rear of the vehicle but shall not project a glaring or 

dazzling light and a11 such signals shaJl be of types which at the time 

of their use are apJlroved by the seeretary except that a signal giving 

the intention to stop shall only be visible from a distance of one hundred 

(100) feet to the rear 

(2) When a vehicle is equipped with a medrnnical signal the mceLan­

i<'al signal shall be self-illuminated when in use at the times mentioned in 

sNtion 801 and shall be of a type which at the time of its use ~ app1·oved 

by the secretary] 

Every motor vehicle and every combination of vehicle3 shall be 

E>quippcd with signal lamps as follows 

(1) Two (2) stop lamps shall be .mounted on the rear exoopt where 

one (1) stop lamp is authorized which lamp or lamps shall dfaplay_! 
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1 _red yellow or amber light or any shade of color between red and yellow 
. ' 

visible from a distance of not leos than one hunrlrcd (100) feet to the 

3 r~ar in normal sunlight which wall be actuated U{!Oll applicct.tion of 

4 the ~ervico (foot) brakQ and which may but need not be incorpcmi.ted 

with one. (1) or tnoro_other rear lamps No skip lamp may be combined 

-t) with a turn signal lamp unlc.$S the arrangement of swikhes or other 

- ' 
parts is ·~mch that the stop light is always extinguished when the tum 

8 . signal is in use Class A Type I turn signals or Class B turn signals 

9 may be used as stop lamps 

10 (2) ·Every motor vehicle or comhination of motor vehicles shall be 

11 rquippcd with two (2) signal lamps on the front and two (2) signll! 

12 lamps on the- rear whieh wh1:;11 actuatefl by a switch shall flash on the 

13 sitlc toward which the vehicle moves in turning changhg from one 

14 traffic lane to another or entering !_he traffic stream from a parked posi-

15 tion Turn signal lamps on or facing tlie front sha11 be whito amber or 

16 
any l\h;1rle of color lietwe<>n white And amber Tum signals -0n or facing 

17 the rear shall he red yellow amber or any slJane of color between red · . . . 

18 
and ,rellow Simult~neom flashing of the two (2) front an<l two (2) rear 

19 
8ignal lamps shall indicate a ''el1icular traffic hazard requiring unusual 
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1 

2 rnon·ial 111ut1Jr whidu HAVING .A "'lD'fH O~' EIGHTY . (80f. 
. . 

-.'' . ,. 

S ~JIES OH ~IOHE trailer semi·trnilcr motor omnibus or motor bus 

i-hnll h~· Ola~ A Typo I signal lamps On other vehicles they may be 

Cln~s B e.ig11nl la1nps No turn signal lamp or lamps shall be used to 

6 l{i\'c ~C'i\\' or "do pass'' signals Turn signal lamps shall not be flashed 

7 

8 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

<ill otrn Ei<lo only on a Jlln·kcd or disabled vehicl~ 

(a) When n \·cliiclo is equipped with an electrical signal device 

~11d1 1lc\·ko shl\ll Lo o( a type which at the time of its use is approved 

hy tho sccrotnry 

• .. * 

Pt•11nhy A uy person \'iolating any of the provisions of this section 

01· nn~· person who shnll mo. a warning lamp of the type authorizecl by 

~11hsL•('lim1 (!l) o( t11is section while a vehicle is in motion shall upon 

l'll!llllllH~· co11\'iction Lefore a magistrate be sentenced to pay a fine of 

(c>ll 1lol111ri1 ($10.00) 01111 costs of prosecution and in default of ihe pay-

tn<'ll I t l1C'l'<'Of ~lin 11 undergo imprisonment for not more than five (5) 

Sect ion 830 Danger an<l Ca~{tion Signals 

( (11) E\'l'l')' rnotol' lm~ and c\·cry motor omnibus for the caniage of] 
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1 r pal!~cngcrs for hire C'Xccpt taxicabs nnrl C\·cr~· comri1ercinl Hhide or 

2 . . 

combination of Ychiclcs having !\ registcrccl Cflpacity gross ·weight of 

3 
ele,·en thousand {11,0UO) pounds· or more and every trailer or semi-

4 
trailer designed for the living quarters or earriage of perS•JllS shall be 

5 
equipped with at least threo (3) red flags of dimensions not less than 

twelve by tweh·e (12 x 12) inches and a sufficient number of flares not 

7 
less than three (3) or electric lanterns electric flashing signals or other 

8 
signals eapable of continuously producing three (3) warning lights each 

9 
\'isible from a distance of at least five hundred (500) feet for a period 

10 
of at least eight (8) hours or three (3). reflector type flares Provided 

11 
howcm.•r That tho Jlrovisious of this section shall not apply to vcl1icles 

12 
within tho confines of a municipality or within a businl?ss or residence 

13 
district 

14 
:Every such flare lantern electric flashing signal reflector type flare 

15 
or other signal shall be of a type approved by the secretary and ho 

16 
shall puhlish lists of those devices which he has approved as adequate 

17 
for the purposes of this section 

18 
(b) Whenever any snch vehicle and its lighting equipment are 

19 
disabled <luring the perioJ. when lighted lamps must be displayed on 

20 
vehicles and such vehicle cannot immediately be remo,·ed from the main] 
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.1 [ t rawkil port i11J1 of n highway ontsidc of R business or residence district 

2 or if the lighting equipment on an,v such ''chicle is not dirnblecl but due 

-3 to the position of such \·chicle upon u;o highway or by reason of con-

4 tours or cur-ve3 iu such highway it may constitute a menaoo to other 

6 n·hicnlar traffic the oporntot' or other person in charge of such vehicle 

-6 $hall cause such flares lanterns flashing signnls or other signals to be · 

, 
lightrd and placell upon the highway or reflector type flares placed upon 

8 the highway one (1) at a distance of approximately one hundred (100). 
() 
·,, '\ 

9 feet in advance of such vehicle one (1) at n distance of approximately 

10 one hundred (100) fret to tl1e reilr of tho V('hi<•lo Allll tho rhirtl upon tho 

11 highway side Qf tho ,·chicle ('xcept that H Ilic \'Chielo is transporting 

12 flammnble~ smh vehicles shall be rquippcd with I\ suffi.dent number 0£ 

13 electric flares or electric flashing signals or reflector type flares not less 

14 than three (3) Whenever any such ,·chirle is disabled during the period 

15 when lighted lamps arc not required to bo displayed on vehicles and 

16 such vehicle cannot immediately lie removed from the main traveled 

17 portion of a liighwa,y outside of a lrnsiness or residence Jistrict or when-

18 ever a vehicle is disabled upon the highwRy and by reason of contours 

19 or cun·es in such highway it may constitute a menace to other vehicular 

.20 traffic the operator or other person in charge of such vehicle shall oouse] 
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1 (the red flags to Le placed upon the highway one (1) at a distance of 

2 approxinrntely one hundred (100) feet hi adrnnce. of s.uch vehicl& and 

3 one (1) at a··clistancc of approximately one hundred (100) feet to the 

4 . . 
rear of the veliicle and the thfrd upon the highway side 0£ tho vehicle 

5 
. 

(c) No person ~hall at any time operate a vehicle transporting 

6 e::-;plosivcs as a cargo or part of a cargo upon a highway unless it carries 

7 electric lanterns or electric flashing signals or reflector type flares as 

8 herein required Such electric lant.erns or electric flashing signals must 

9 be capable of producing a red light and snch reflector type flares must be· 

10 in good condition <'apable oi reflecting light of au <mcoming vehicle at 

11 least :five hundred (500) fret and shall Le displayed upon the highway· 

12 when and as required in this section] 

13 (n) ·Evorr motor bus and every inotor omnibus for the carriage of: 

14 passengers for l1ire except taxicabs and every commercial vehicle or· 

16 combination of vehicles and every trailer or semi-trailer designed for the· 

16 Hving quarters or carriage of persons or vehfole towing such trailer or· 

17 semi-trailer shall be equipped with at least thrco (3) red flags of dimen· • 
18 sions not les..~ than twelve by twelve (12 x 12) inches with standards kl· 

19 support sueh flags and not less than thi·ee (3) flares or three (3) red. 

20 electric lanterns or three (3) portable red emergency reflectors each of· 
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1 whid1 shall Le capable -of bdng 
-

3CC1l and distingui!lhcd at a <lis~ 

2 · lance of not less than ~ix hundred (GOO) foci under normal ntmos-

3 pheric conditions :lt nighttime :ind at least three (3) red-burning fusee$ 

4 unless red c1.cctric Jnnterns or red 1io.-tnblc reflectors arc carric~ 

5 vidcd howew~r That thc,.proYisions of this subsection shall not apply 

,. . 
6 to vehicles vperating ~xclusively within the confines of a mtmicipalit;r 

7 or :whhin n business or resld~UC\} distri<'t 

8 (b) Every motor ,·chicle described in subsection (n} shall be equipped 

9 with an· clect;:ic.al signaling system that in addition to signaling turni~ 

10 nnd other vehicle movement as required by section 1012 shall h1n-e R 

11 switch or combinat~on of switches that will cause the two (2) front and 

12 ~o (2) rear signal lamps on the yehic]e or combination of vehicles to 

13 flash simultaneously as a vehicular traffic hazard warning as required 

14 by subsections (d) (e) and (£) Tho system 11hall be capable of flashing 

15 · simulta11eously with· the ignition of the vehicle turned on or off Rvery 

16 vehicle drawn or towed by such a motor vehicle exceP.t when towed by 

17 .an emergency repair or emergency towing vehicle shall be equipped 

18 with two (2) signal lamps on the rear which shall be lighted when th~ 
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l 
switd1 or switches rcfcl'l'cd to hcHdn are actuated 

(c) No lamp or rctlcctor will comply with subsection (a) and no 

-

8 
switch switd1cs or sig11al lamps will comply with subsccti011 (h) unless 

it lw of n t,y;io approHll b); the sccrctnr,r who shall publish lists of those 

_lnmps nnt! dc\'icc.s which he hns approved as tHlcquatc for tho pmposcs 

6 
of this fcction 

7 
(d) Whcne\'('f any vchh•lo or combination of vehicles described in 

8 
_subsection (a) is llisaLJc1l npon tho tmwlcd portion of any highway or 

9 
the shoulder thereof timing tho time section 801 requires lights to be 

10 
displnycd on vchielrs rxccpt where there is surlicicnt all-night street or 

11 
l1ighway 1igbting providc1l as such to make the vehicle clearly clisccrnible 

12 
to persons on the highway at a distance of fivo hundred (500) feet the 

13 .operator or other person in charge thereof shall immediately flash the 

14 two (2) front and two (2) rear signal lamps simultaneously as a vehicular 

15 traffic hazard warning and continue such flashing until he shall have 

16 placed the portable emergency warning devices required by this section 

17 in use on the highway and during the time such devices other than 

18 

19 These flashing warning signals may be given at other times tluring 

20 vehicle disablement in add!tion to hut not in lieu of display of the 
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1 ,:.. 

portable ei~crgency warnii1g devices _1equited by this ~ection While the 

2 . four (4) signal lamps are thus flashing a lightc1l fusee a lighted re<l 

3 . . L . 
electric lantern or a portable red c1ncrgcncy rcllcctoi' shall be placed 

4 in1meciiately at the trafllc side of the vohide in the direction of the near-. -~~--~~~~ 

5 est approachi11g traffic .Except ns othenvi:sc provided in this subsection 

6 as soon thereafter as possible but in any cv~nt ":ithin tho burning period 

7 of the fuscc.i (fifteen (15) minutC's) the·- operator or other per::on in 

8 
., ' 

charge shall place three (3) liquid-humiug flares (pot torches) or three 

9 (3) lighted red electric lankrns or tlircc (3) portable red emergency 

10 n•llcctors on the tmvelcd portion of the highway in the following orcler 

11 (1) One (1) approximafC'ly one lrnni)re><l (100) feet from the disabled 

12 ·vehicle in the ccnte>r of the lane occupied hy snd1 VC'hicle a111l towar1l 

13 traffic approaching in that lane 

14 (2) One (1) approximately one lnmdrc(l (100) feet in the opposite 

15 <lircction from the disabled vehicle a11d in the c-cntC'r of the trnffic lane 

16 oe<.'npied by guch vehicle 

17 (3) One (1) at the trafllc side of the tlirnh1eil Yehic1e not Jei;s than 

18 ten (10) feet rearward or forwal'd thereof in the 1Jirection of the n<.'arest 

19 approaching traffic If a lighted red electric lantern or a red portable 

20 emergency reflector has been vlaced at the traffic side of tlio Yehiole 
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it -may be used for this purpose If the disabled vehicle is transporting 

2 explosivea or is a cargo tank truck or· cargo ta1ik. trailer used fo_r tho 

a transportation of any flammable liquid or compressed 11ammable gas or 

4 is a motor nhicle using compre&:cd gas as a foel or having a leaking 

5 fuel container tbe portable emergency warning devices so displayed shall 

() be either red electric lanterns or portal>le emergency reflectors Flares 

7 fusees or signals produced by Barnes shall ~10t bo used as warning devices 

8 for such disabled vehicles If the vehicle is disabled within five hundred . · 

9 (1500) fe(}t of a curYo hillercst or other obstruction to view the portable 

10 emer~enoy warning device in that direction shall be so placed as to 

11 afford am1ilo warning to other users of the highway but in no caso 

12 less than one hundred (100) feet nor moro than five hundred (600) feet 

13 _!ro.m the disabled vehicle If the vehicle is disabled upon any roadway 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

of a divided or one-way highway the portable emergency warning devices 

shall be placed as follows One (1) at a distance of approximately two 

hundred (200) feet from the vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by 

the stopped vehicle aud in the direction of traffic approaching in that 

lane one (1) at a distance of approximately one hundred (100) :feet from 

the vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by the vehicle and in the 

. . . .. ·.. . ... · ...... 
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l 2-4-ection of traffic approaching in t~at lauo ono (1) at· the trnllio side 

2 of the vehicle and approxiiilately ~1 (10) feet from the vehicle in tbe 

3 §rection of the nearest approaching traffic 

4 (e) 'Vhonever any vehicle or combination ot \'chides descl'ibcd iu 

5 subsection (a) is disabled upon the trnYeled portion of a highway or the 

6 shoulder thereof at any time when the display of lights on \'chicles is 

7 not required by secti~n 801 the operator or other person in clungl! 

8 thereof shall immediately flash the two (2) front and two (2) rear signal 

9 lamps simultaneously as a ve11icular traffi('. hazard warning and C-0,!.1tinuc 

10 such flashing until the vehicle moves again under its own power or is 

11 towed away provided that such signaling is not required during the time 

12 two (2) red fl.a~ are displayed u~n a roadwr.y out.side of a municipality 

13 in the Jane of traflic orcupied by the disabled vehicle one (1) at a distance 

14 of approximately one hundred (100) feet in advance of tho vel1iclc a~ 

15 one (1) at a distance of approximately one hundred (100) feet to the 

16 rear of the vehicle 

17 (f) Whenever for any cause other than disablement or neces.~~ 

18 traffic stops any vehicle or combination of vehicles described in subsection 

19 (a) is stopped 1.:pon the traveled portion of any highway or shoulder 

20 thereof during the time section 801 requires lights to be di~}ay~ 
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on whiclcs ex~('})t where thetc is rnflicient all-night street or high-

2 w;1_\' lighti11g provided as such. to make it dearly disccn1iblo to per-

3 :«HIS C)ll tfw Ji!ghwa_r Ut a <Jj~fallCC of five hundred (500) foet the 

4 ~Jl!,(•rnlor tll' other per:-:on m charge shall immediately flash the two 

(2) fro11t an<l two (2) rear signal lamps simultancousl,Y as a vehicular 

6 troflic l1Altlhl warning signal These 1fashing warning signals shonltl Le 

'l ~i\'C'11 co11ti11unlly if the stop is not to exceed ten (10) minutc.s If the· 

8 !lop is to ex.:cc41 kn (10) minufe3 portable emergency warning devices 

9 ~11nll lie pJncrd ns fequirc<l by subsection (d) of this :.:ection 

10 (!-{) Compliance with the requirements of this section is mamlatory 

11 
.. . 

ex<·cpt whl'll tho operator or other person in c11nrge of the vehicJo lies-

12 t•rilwd in this srctio11 rrceive>::; disabli11g injmy makinK complirt11ce impos-
~- . -

13 
8il,l•' or when the spC'cific equipment required for warni11g purposes is 

. ' . ' 

14 1kstroyctl ~-~·magcd beyond tlw point of performing properly the func-

15 t ion intcrnlPcl pr\.wid<'<l tliat such injury destruction or 1lamage occurs 

16 at tl1e> time of :mcl in con11celion with the vehicle disablement or other 

17 
<'lllCl'~!'ll<',,. stop for which display of warning lights and devices is 

18 

19 
(h) No person shall at any time operate a \"Chicle transp<Jrting 
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} explosives US a cargo 01' p:lrt of a· (':Ugo UJ>Oll n highway UlllCSS it Cilrrica 

2 the required rmrnber vf led Hags red dcctric liluterns 01· portable i·cll 

3 emcrgt'llC)" refkctOi'S which lllHSt }w kept iu goo•f COIH1itio11 and nt all 

5 subsection (a) 

6 (i) Xo portable red cmcr~c1w~· rcllcdoi' i:;hall Lo usctl for tlw pnr- · 

7 po~l· of 1'omplia11cp with tl1e requirements of this section unless it is so 

8 dc:;igucd til)(l constrndcd as to i11cludc two (2) reflecting clements 0110 

9 ( 1) nlJo,·c tl1r other each of which shall Le capable of rdkcting red 

10 light cle~~rly vi_.:iLle from ali tlistanc0s within six hmHhc<l (GOO) fol~t to 

. 
11 011c hu11d1;c<1 (100) feet 11mfor normal atmo5phcric con1litions at night 

12 . _when directly in front of lawful upper Learns of head lamps a111l unless 

13 it !ins hrru approved by tlie secretary as required Ly subsection (c) 

14 l'cualty Any owner or operator who shall fail to comply with nuy 

15 of t}w provisioni-> of this section shall npo11 smmn:ny conviction hcfore 

16 a magistrntc lie senl«'llC<'«l to pa~· fl line of tweuly-firn 1lolhn~ ($25.00) 

17 and costs of pro~<'cution n111l i11 1lcfault of the p;\~·mcnt thereof shall 

~ •. • • •• ~ l ~. •. • ~ : • • . • ' • ~ ; ~ ; ~ ' (; .:"'l .•. ' 

18 undergo imprisonment for not more than ten (10) cl1tys 

19 
i ,; .l i I ;-:, , 

Section 1012 [Signals on St:nting Stopping or Tt~rning 

20 (a) The driver of any vehic1e upon a highwtly before starting l 
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1 l stQpping or turning-from a di red line shall first see that such movement 

2 Nm lJ<.• made in safety and if any p~estriau may be affected by such 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

l !) 

ll\0\'('11\cnt shall give a dearly audible signal by sounding the horn and 

whC'llC\'er t11c 01wrntiun of any other vC'hicle approaching or following 

11rny lie rdTcdC'1l h~- such mo,·emcnt slrnll give a signal as required in 

this H'elion plainly ,·h:iblc to the driver of sneh other vehicle of the in-

t.:-111ion to mnkc snch movement 

(h) The signn1 hc1·C'in reqnircd sliall be gh·en by means of the hand 

:mil :nm· in the manner herC'in i-pceifirrl or hy an approved mecbanieal or 

!'l<'drieal signal clC'ril'e of a t~·pe whirh at the time of its use is approYed 

by the secretary 

(c) WJicuever the signal is given by meana of the hand and arm 

fhe drircr slu\B i111lieatc his intention to start stop or turn by extending 

tl1l' l1Rml n11cl arm horizonta1Jy from. and beyond tl1c left side _ot the 

\"C'hk·le or if he is chi\'ing a closed Yehicle by his hand and arm in such 

ll wi:ty a~ to he \'i8ihle through the winnow in the rear of the vehicfo · 

(d) The secretary is hereby authorized to make rules and regula­

tions not inconsistent with this act for the efficient administration <YI 

this section] 
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1 · [ ( e) All mechanical or elcctric11 I 8ignn 1 lle\'icc3 shall bo maintRinc<l 

2 nt all times in good working ortlcr 

3 (f) Xo ilrh·cr of nny \·chido upon n highway ::il1A1l give ll sig11al 

4 irnlicati11g a sto11 shut. or tum \1i1le$:; sndt sig1111l is rcquirc<l by this 

5 net] Sigrn\ls on Stnrting 8topping Turni11g Cl11111gi11g J.nnc.s_ 01· E11tcl'i11~ 

6 , Traffic Stream 

7 fo) The <lrivl'r of :rny rd1ielc 1111011 a higlnrn,v hC'foro s!Artiug 

8 ::toppillg turning from a direct line rno\'ing from 0110 trnllic Jano to 

9 another. or c11tcring the traOic strC':un from a pnrkecl po$ilion shnll first 

IO see that rnd1 mo,·ement L'an he m:l!lo with snfcty If nn.v pc1lcstrirm mny 

ll · lie nffcctl'd Ly such movement a clearly :mdiLlc signal shall be Hivci1 by 

12 so111uli11g the horn Ucforc making auy such vehicle movement tho driver 

13 slrnll gi\'c a plain1y visible signal in the manner described in this scctio1~ 

14 The sig11al sJ1a1l he given one hundred (100) feet in ndvanco of ·and 

15 ilminµ- the tu~niug movement on1·l;nc l'.!hang~ The sig;H1l shall bo given 

16 pl'ior to movement of the vehicle aml prior· t~ and during entry of the 

17 ·vehicle into tJ!c traftic stream from a parked 11osition Stopping signals 

:18 shall he gin~n during the time vehicle speed is being reduced by li·:(king 

I • 
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1 (h) The signal to indicate starting turning changing lanes or entrv 

2 into the traflic strl'am from a parked position sh!dl be giYcn b~ flashing 

3 front and rear signal lamps on or at the side toward which the turn 

4 or other vehicle movement is made The stopping aignal shall be E;iVCn 

5 by lighting stcady-burniug signal . lamps on the r<'ar uf the vehicle Qr 

6 combination of ychicles when the 13ervice (foot) brake is applied Signa! 

7 lttmps shall Le lighted by electricity and shall be oi a type which at the 

8 time of use is appro~·ed by the Recretary 

9 (~) If required signal lamps do not function or function improperlz 

10 <lno to clcdrical or mechanical defect the driver shall extend his hand 

11 and arm from the left side of t.he vehicle in the follov.ing n:umner to 

12 indicate as stated 

18 {!}_, U,f t turn or other vehicle movement toward left Hand and 

14 arm extended horizontally . 

15 (2) Right turn or other vehicle movement toward right Hand 

16 and um extended upward 

17 (3) Stop or decrease speed Hand and arm extended downward 

18 When aign.al lamps are functioning properly hand and arm signals may 

19 be given to supplement but not in lieu of use of signal lamps 

20 (d) The secretary ia hereby authorized to make rules and regula· 
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1 tions not inconsistent with this act for the efficient. administration of 

2 - this section 

3 ( c) Sig1\n) lamps aud sigtrn lil1g systems shn ll be maiutainctl at all 

4 I inws in JiOOd working onler 

6 (f) No driver of any vehicle upon a highway shall give n si~1rnl 

8 _indicating a start stop turn lane change or entry into tho tratlic strca1!! 

7 unless such signal is- required by this act . ' 

8 Penalty Any pers.on violating any of the 11r0Yisions of sniiscction 

9 (9.) (b) (c) (e) or (f) of this sc~tion shall upon summnry conviction before 

10 a magistrate be sentenced to pay a line of ten doll:us ($10.00) irnd t•osts 

11 of prosecution and in <lefnult of tho paym<'nl therC'of @lrnll un1lcrgo 

12 imprisonment for not more than flsc (6) days 

13 Section 6 The provisions of this ad shall take C'fTcct in thirty daya 

14 as to vehicles and trt\Ctore initially regi11t-0rc<I in Pcnusylvanin after 

15 the effective date of this act Aa to Ycblcl<'s nwl trnC'tors initfo11y rcgis-

16 tered in Pennsylvania prior to the d'ecllvf' tll\to o( this act the Rct 

17 shall take effect April 80 1962 
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\Ve certify that this bill has passed the Senate Rm) the House of 

Reprc$ntatives. 

..................................... " . • ..... 
Chief ·cierk, Senate 

.......................................... 
President pro tcmpore, Senate -

._ I. I. Ill I. • <I • I II • • " .. I. " I. I. I. • I. I. • I. I. " I. I. I. " I. I. I. I. • I. •• If " 

Speaker, House of Ucprcscntath·es 

Approved The ..•••... day of ......... _ ........ , .••• A. D. 1961 . 

• " •••• I. • e ••• I. • " • " • • I. • " I ' e • 1. • • I. " • I. I • e • • I. ~ 
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Governor 
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