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AN ACT 
Amending the act o{ April 20 1950 (P J, 58) entitled "An act' oon .. 

solidating ancl revising the Vehiclo Code the TrA.ctor Code the-

}.fotor Vehicle Financial Hcsponsibility Act and other acts rolat~ 

ing to the owner~hip possession and use of vehicles ancl tra.otors"· 

further providing Cor the lights and signals to be used in oonneo--

tion with certain vehicles and providing penalties 



1062-Printer's No. 2 

~ Tho General Ass~mbly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 

1 Sectio!i. 1 Subgection (d) section 80l act of April 29 H159 (P J, 58) 

2 known as "Tho Yehicle Code" amended July 13 1059 (P f, i">:lil) is 

3 amended to read 

4 Section 801 Heqnired Lighting :Equipment 

5 * * * 

6 (d) near lamps and Illumination of Rear Hegistration Pfate E,·cry 

7 motor vehicle and every trailer or semi-trailer attached to a nlQtor vc-

8 hiclo and every vehicle which is being drawn at the end of a combination 

9 of vehicles shall carry at the rear at least two (2) ]amps of a type whidt 

10 at the time of their use is approved by the secretary and whic.h exhibit 

11 a red light plainly visible under normal atmospheric conditions at night ----
12 from a distance of five hundred (500) feet. to the rear of such vehiolo 

13 Such rear lamps or a separate 1Bmp shall be so constructed and plaeeu 

14 that the number plate carried on the rear of such vehicle shall under 

15 like conditions be so illuminated by a white light as to be read from a di~-

16 tance of fifty (50) feet to the rear of such .. ·chicle When the rear number 

17 plate is illuminated by an electric lamp other than the required rear 

18 Lunps the three (3) lamps shall be turned on or off only by the ~me con-



1 tr<>l switch at all times whenever head lamps are lighted Provided how· 

. - " 

2 c\·er That the requirement of at least two (2) red rear lamps on such 

3 vehicles sha11 [apply only to vehicles initially registered in this Com· 

·-.... ' 
4 monwealth on or after July 1 1956 Vehicles initially registered in thi8 

. • f, 

5 Commonwealth prior to July 1 1956 Mall be rtiquired to carry one (1) 

6 red rear )amp rather than the two (2) red rear lamps RS otherwise r4r 

7 qnir<.'d hy the proYisions of this subsection Tractors an(l motorcycles] 

8 not apply to tractors motorcycles truck tractors s.nd towing vehicles in 

9 llri\'eaway-towaway opcrntion.q which shttll carry al least one (1) rear 

10 lamp wl1ich exhibits fl. red light -plainly visible to tho rear 

* * * 11 

J2 
Pr11alty Any p<.•r:;;on violating nny of the provisions of subsection 

13 (a) (b) (c) (cl) (c) or (f) of this section :::hall upon summary conviction 

14 heforc a ma~istratc he scntcncccl to pay a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) and 

1() co~ts of 1n·o5ccution nrnl in ilcfanlt of the payment thereof shall undergo 

16 impri~on111e11t fol' not more tl11rn the (5) days Any person violating any 

17 of th<.' in·o,·i~i1111:; o( imh5cdion (g) (h) (i) (j) or (k) of this section shall 

18 upon summary conYiction before a magistrat.c be sentenc-0d to pay a tine 

19 of two lloHars ($2.00) and cogls of prosecution and in default of tho 

20 payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not more than one (1) 
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l day 

/ 

2 Section 2 Subsecti<m (e} ecction 801 of the act is arucnded t-0 r{'ad 

S Section 801 Hequired I.ightin~ Equipmt'nt 

4 * * * 

(e) Stop I.amps Every motor ,·eMcle and o,·cry hailer or eoroi-

6 trailer attached to a motor ,-ehide am\ e,·ery ,·chicle which is being 

7 drawn at the end of a combination of Yehiclcs slu1.ll cRrry at tho rcl\r at 

8 least two (2) stop lam})s one (1) on each side of tho reur o{ tho ,.chicle of 

9 a type which at the time of their use are approved by tho Sccrcts.ry of 

10 Reycnuc [Provided however That tho_ rcquir('mcut of at least two (2) 

11 stop lamps on such vehicles shall apply only to ,·chicles initially regis-

12 tcrcd in this Commonwealth on or after July 1 Hl50 All other such ,·o-

13 hicles shall carry at the renr at least one (1) stop lomp] pxcopt as othor-

14 wise provided in this subsection Tractors truck tractors and towing vo~ 

15 hicles in driveaway-towaway operations shnll cinry at least ono (1) stol! 

16 lamp 

17 * • * 

18 Penalty Any person violating any of the provision~ l)f rnbsection 

19 (a) (b) (c) (d) (c) <Jr (f) of this section shall upon summary conviction 

20 
before a magistrate be sentenced to pay a fine of ten dollars ($10.00} 
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Rn1l coats of pro.,ccution and in default of the_ payment thereof shall 

UIH)orgo imprisomr.?~lt for not more than five (5) days Any person violat­

ing any o( tho pro\·i~ions of subsection (g) (h) (i) (j) or (k) of this section 

t1hall upon ~ummar.v conviction before a magistrate be sentenced to pay 

n tiuo of two dollars ($2.00) and costs of prosecution and in default of 

f ho pnymcnt thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not more than one 

(1) day 

Section 3 Subsection (g) section 801 of the act amended Noveinbor 

12 1060 (PL 1490) is flmended to read 

Section 801 Hcquired J,ighting Equipment 

* * * 

(g) Commercial :Motor Vehicles Trailers Semi-Trailers Buse3 and 

Omnibuses EYcry commercial motor vehicle HAVING A REGISTEHED 

OAI'ACI'l'Y GROSS 'VEIOll'f OF ELEVEN THOUSAND (11,000) 

POUNDS OH MORE trailer semi-trailer or every motor omnibus or 

motor Lus except motor buses {Ir, motor omnibuses· operated entirely 

within municipalities when their interiors are illuminated or every com-

bination of vehicles engaged' in drivcaway-towaway operations shall dis­

play ligl1ted lamps at the times mentioned in subsection (a) when and 
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1 as required in this section ex<'ept that such 111.mps may be but are not 

2 required to be lighted when any such ,·ehido is upon a highway which 

a is sufficiently illuminated by street lamps to i·cndcr any person Qr vehicle 

4 visible at a distance Qf five hundred (600) {eet 

5 (1) Electric Clearance J,amps I~very such vehicle having a width at 

6 any part [in excess] of eighty (80) inclws or more and every combina· . 
7 ~tion of vehicles engaaed in a driveaway-towaway operation shall be 

8 equipped with two (2) electric clearance lamps located on (tho extreme 

9 left si<le of such Yehiclo one (1) locatetl at] tho front and ditiplaying an 

10 amber light visible from a distance of five lmmlrc1l (600) !cot to tho 

11 front of the vehicle and [the other]. two (2) electric clearance lam~ 

12 located at the rear of the vehicle ancl. displaying a re<l light visiblo from 

13 a distance of five hundred (600) feet to the rear of the vehicle and said 

14 rea~ electric clearance lamp shall be in addition to the red rear lamp 

15 hereinbefore required [Provided however That \'chicles equipped with 

16 acetylene 11ead lamps may in Jicn of such electric clearance lights be 

17 equipped with an amber reflector in front and a red reflector in the rear 

18 whioh shall be so designed and maintained to meet the requirements ft.I 

19 to reflectors provided in this eection] 
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1 Clea.ran~~ lamps· ate not required. on a pole trailer or on th.e rear 

- 2 of a truck tractor On driveaway-towa;.vay .combinations they are re-

3 9uired onl,y on the front of tho towing Ychicle and the rear of th~ rea~ 

4 most towed vehicle So far as is practic-able they shall be .mou~ted to in-

5 · di'-'ate the extreme width and height of the vehicle except that on truck 

6 trR('fOrs the:i· shall be so located as to indicate_ the extreme width of th& 

7 cab 

8 (2) Electric Identitication I.amps :Front and Rear Every such mo-

9 tor vehicle trailer or semi-trailer excepting those home trailers mobile-

10 homes and ofticc trailers which must obtain a special hauling permit under 

11 ~cction 726 of this ilct for their movement upon a highway within this 

12 Commonwealth or c-0mbination of &uch vehicles having [a length in. 

13 excess of thirty (30) feet or] a width [in excess] of eighty (80) inches 

14 [except those which shall be equipped to conform to the regulations 

15 of the Interstate Commerce Commissiod] or more and eve1y combina-

16 tion of vehicles engaged in a drh'eaway-towaway operatfon having any 

17 vehicle therein eighty (80) inches or more in over-all width shall be· 

18 e<1uipped with electric lamps on the front displaying three (3) amber-

19 lights and electric lamps on the rear displaying thi-ee (3) red lights (and 

20 the J exc.ept as othenvise provided herein Such lamps are not required 
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1 on the rear of truck tractors or on the front of trailer;; semi-trailers PQle _________ ..._ ____ .____.. ... -=:.~ 

2 trailers or 1my towing. vohiclo iii a driveaws.y-towaway operation The 

3 li~hts in each SHch group shall be mounicd on the vortide center line 

of the front anti the rear of the vehicle on whi~h tlrny are ~e.quired 

5 They shall be evenly spaced not less than six (6) nor more than twelve 

6 (12) inch03 apart along a hori7.ontal line nt'ar the top of the vehicle and 

7 r~aid lights) shall be visible fro~l tlistnnces of five hundred (500) !eel 

8 to the front and rear respecti\'cly of the vehide [Provided how1:n·er 

9 That vehicles equipped with acetylene hc1t.d lamps may in lieu of such 

10 electric idcntifiration lamps be equipped with red and amber reflccto1"8] 

11 Where the cab of tho motor vehicle is not more than forty-two (42) 
. -

12 inches wide at the front roof line a single lamp at the center of t~ie cab 

13 shall be deemed to comply with tbe r<'quirement for front identification 

14 lamps Identification lamps required on the rear of a pole trailer may 

15 be mounted on tho vertical center line of the rear of the cab of the 

16 truck tractor drawing the p<>le trailer and higher than the load .~eing 

17 transported No part of the front identification lamps or their niountin~ 

18 may extend below the top of the vehicle windshield Rear identification 

19 lamps on a truck trailer or semi-trailer need not be lighted if obscw·ed 
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1 by another vehicle towed by the truck or in the same con\binatiou of 

2 vchlcks- The requirement _for three (3) identification lamps on the 

3 vertical center: liue of the ,·chide will be met as to location by one (1) 

4 lamp on the center line with the other two (2) at right or left 

-

5 (3) El<>ctrfo-Side :Marker I.amps Every such ,·chicle or combination 

6 of such vehicles [which exceeds twenty (20) feet in overall length] 

7 8hRll be equipped with at least four ( 4) electric side marker lamps one (1) 

8 on eac.h side near the front and one (1) on each side near the rear Said 

9 eleotrfo lamps near the front shall display amber lights and said electric 

10 lamps near the rear shall display rc<l lights each visible from a distance 

11 of five hundred (500) feet to· the side of the vehicle on which it is 

12 located [If the electric clearance lamps on the left siJc of a vohiole 

13 as hereinbefore required display lights visible from a distance of five 

14 hundred (500) feet at right angles to the left of the vehicle they shall 

15 be deemed to meet the requirements as to left marker lamps in this 

16 paragraph In lieu of such electric side marker lamps any such vehicle 

17 may be equipped with -four (4) reflectors two (2) on each side and 

18 othenvise meeting the requirements of this act] Tra~lers t~irty (30) 

19 --
feet or more in length shall be equipped with one (1) additiontl side 
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1 marker lamp on each side at or,tional height tbe additional side marker 

2 lamp (or James) to be at Qr near the c-€nter or at approximately uniform 

3 BJ!acing in the length of the \·chicle The ~ide marker la;mp required at 

4 ~r near the front and the side marker lamp required at or near the rear 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

shall be mounted as near the top of the vehicle as practicable If any 

clearance lamp hereinbofore required displays light Yisiblc from a dis­

_tance of five hundred (500) feet at right angle to the side of the Ychicle 

at which it is mounted it shall be deemed to meet the requirement in 

this paragraph as to the shic marker lamp at that approximate lo\'ation 

* * * 

Penalty Any pcr$on violRting any of the proYiEious of subsectirm 

(a) (b) (o) (d) (e) or (f) of this section shall upon summary conviction 

before a magistrate be eentt>ncrd to pay a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) 

and costs of prosecution anrl in tlefault of the payment thereof shall 

undergo imprisonment for not more than fire (5) days Any person 

violating any of the pro,·isions of rnbscction (g) (h) (i) (j) or (k) of this 

section ~hall upon summary conviction before a m1gistrate be sent~nccd 

to pay a fine of two doHars ($2.00) and costs of prosecution auJ in 

default of the payment thereof Ehnll undergo imprisonment for not more 

than one (1) ,fay 
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1 Section 4 The Section heading and subsection (c) section 802 sec· 

~ 
, 

tions 836 and 1012 Qf the act are amended to read 

3 Section 802 .Atlditional [l'cnnissible) J,ights and Devices 

4 * .. * ., 

5 
q 

(c) Signal Lamps [and Mechanical Signal Devices 

6 (lj \VhenevQr a motor Hhicle is required to be equipped with a 

7 signal lamp or a signal device such lamp or device shall be so constructed 

8 and located on the vehicle a~ to gh·e a signal of intention to stop or 

9 to turn right or left The signal shall be ye How or red in color and shall 

10 be plainly visible in normal sunlight and at night from a distance of one 

11 hundred {100) feet to the front and from a distance of one hundred 

12 {100) feet to the rear of the vehicle but shall not project a glaring or 

13 dazzling light and all such signals shall be of types which at the time 

14 of their use are approved by the secretary except that a signal giving 

15 the intention to stop ~hall only be Y"isible from a distance of one hundrctl 

16 (100) feet to the rear 

17 (2) When a nhicJc is equipped with a me('hanical signal the mechan· 

18 ical ~ignal shall be self-illuminated when in me at the times mentioned in 

19 
Ecdion 801 and ~hall be of a type which at the time of its use·is approved 

20 b~· the ~ecretary] 

•• 



-1062-Printer's No.. 12 

1 . }~very motor vohfolo and cnwv comhiuati1m. of vehicle3 shall be 

2 equipped wit}1. signal lamp~ R~ follow~ 

3 ( 1) Two (2l stop lamps shnll he mounted on the rear exc-0pt where 

4 0110 (1) stop l~rnp fa :mthorizcd wl1ich lamp or lamps shall display n 

5 !Cd ye~·; or amber light or any shado of color between red and yellow 

6 visible from a ltistance of not lc&.i than one hundred (100) feet to the 

7 rear in llQrmRl sunlight which sliall be actuated upon application of 

8 the service (foot) brako a111l whicl1 may but need not be iucorPorat€d 

9 with ono (1) or more other rca1· lnmp3 No stop lamp may be combined 

10 with n turn signal lamp unless. t11e arrangement 0£ switches or other 

11 parts is surh that t}1e !!top light is always extinguished when. the turn 

12 signal is Lt mo Olt1ss A 'l',Ype I turn signals or ClaSs B turn signals 

13 may ho llscd 11~ stop lamps 

14 (2) Every mot01· \'<'hide or combination of motor vehicles shall he 

15 equipped with tW•) (2) signal lamps on the front and two (2) ·signal 

16 lamps on rl1e rc:lr whi<'h when actuated by a switch shall flash on the 

17 side towarl] whirh the veliido moves in turning changing from one 

18 . traffic lane to another or entering the traffic stream from a· parked posi-

19 tion Turn signal lamp~ on or facing the front shall be white amber or 

20 any shade of color between white anJ amber Turn signals on or facing 
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the r£>ar shall be red ye1low amber or any shade of color between red 

and yellow Simultaneous flashing of the two (2) front and two (2) rear 

,signal lam~ shall indicate a ,·chicular traffic hazard requiring unusual 

care' in approac~iug overtaking or_ pd-sing Signal hunps on every oom­

men~ial motor vehirlc having a width (If eighty (80) inehc~ or moro 

traill'r ::cmi-trailer motor omnibus or motor bus shall bo Class A T~ 

I signal lamps On other vehicles they may be Class ll sigunl l1unps No 

turn signal lamp or J~mps shall he used to give courtesy or "do pass" 

signals Turn signal lamps shall not be flashell on one side only on a 

parked or disabled vehicle 

(3) 'Vhe~' a Yehicle is equipped with an electrical signal device 

such doYice shall be of a type which at the time of its use is approved 

Ly the ~ccretary 

* * * 

l>eualty Any pel'Son violating any of the provisions of this section 

or any person who l.'lball use a warning lamp of the type authorized Ly 

snLsrrtion (d) of this section while a vehicle is in motion shall upon 

summary convirtion before a magistrate be sentenced to pay a fine of 

ten dollars ($10.00) and e-osts of prosecution and in default of tho pay­

ment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not more t.hRn five (5) 
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1 d11.ys 

14 

2 Section 836 Dange_r and Caution Signals 

3 [(a) J<:vcry motor bus and eve.ry motor omnilms for tho carriage of 

4 pa~t>ugci-s for hire except taxicabs and eYcry commercial vehicle or 

5 combination of vehicles having a registered capacity gross weight of 

6 clcn-c11 t houStrnd ( 1 l >000) pounds or more and every trailer or semi· 

7 trnilcr designed for tlto Jiving quarters or carriage of persQns shall be 

8 rqnip11c<l with at lc>itst three (3) red flags of dimensions not less than 

9 tW('h'C hy twch·o (12 X 12) inches and a sufficient number of flares not 

10 l<'~s tl11m tht('{' (:l) or cJcctr1c lanterns electric flashing s.ignals or other 

11 !'i{!11nl~ l'ApAblc of t•ontinuomly iwoducing three (3) warning ligl1ts cad1 

12 \'ii;:i11lc from a 1li:\ttlt1l'<' of nt lenst five hundred (500) fret for n period 

13 of nt least eight (S) hour5 or tlir<'c (3) i·£>flector t~·pl' flnres Provirlcd 

14 howe\'cr Thnt the prnvi::ion~ of thi!' section shall not a\lply to ,·ebicles 

15 within fhc c1mfinc's of n municipality or within n husine!'ls or residence 

16 clis trict 

17 l<:\'cry ~uch tl1wc lantern <'leC'tric fla11hing signal reflector type flare 

18 or other sigunl shnll ho of a type npprovecl by tl1e secretary snrl he 

19 slrnll publish lists o{ thosl~ <levices which he has approved as adequate 

20 for tl1e purposes of thfa section] 
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1 [(b) Whencn•r ~my rn~h wji\clc nml i(g lighting equipment are 

2 f.li~ablr<l dnri"ng the 11criod when lighted lamps must be di.sp1ayed on 

· 3 wlliclcs a_ml ~nch vrhidr l':m11ot immrdintC'l~· he rnmo\·cd from the mnin 

4 lrnw_letl portion of a highw,-\y out.!'iltl' of n hminc~ or l'l'ilidcnco clistrict 

5 or if the Hghting equipment on l\ll,,. ntch n'hich' it• not di~nhlc1l hut due 

6 to the position of such \'chicle upon the highwny or by reason of oon-

7 tours or curves in such highwny it may comtitute a menace to other 

8 \"C'hicnliu- tratllc the operator or other person in charge of such vehicle 

9 s11all cau~c such flares J:rntC'rns tfai::hiug signals or other signals to be 

10 lighted arnl placc~l upon tllC highway or reflector type flares plaee<l U})Oll 

11 the highway one (1) at a (lisfance of approximately one hundred (100\ 

] 2 feet in advance of such n'hiclc 0110 (1) nt n ctistnnco of npproximatcly 

13 one hn111lred (100) feet to the rear of the \'chido ancl the third upon the 

14 highwny si•lc of the \'Chicle except tlrnt if tho Ychfofo i~ tram1lorti11g 

15 flammah!Ps such vehi('les $hall he equippccl with R ~ulfV'iont n11mh<'r of 

16 eJeetrir fla:·c:; or electric fla~hing !'ignals or reflector 1.n){' flue~ not IN•!\ 

17 than three (3) Whenever 1rny snrh vehi<'le is 11isahlc1] 1\11ri11g tho perioc\ 

18 when lightl'rl lmnpg ar0 not rPquircd to lie tlif.iplnyr·cl on vl'!lifolf'R owl 

19 sn<'h vehicle cmmot imml'diately he removed from tho main trftV{l]r1l 

20 portion of a highway outside of a business or rcsidonco diAtrict or wh<'n·l 
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[ever a Ye hide is disabled _upon the highway and by reason of contours 

or curres in such highway it may constitute a menace to ot4er vehicular 

fi·ntlic the (ljicrator or other person in charge of such ,·chicle shall cause 

rhc n'd flags to be 1ila('ed upon the highway one (1) nt a distance of 

Approximately one hundred (100) feet in advance of such vehicle and 

0110 (1) at a distance of approximately one hundred (100) feet to the 

rear of the vehicle and the third upon the highway side of the vehicle 

(c) No pe1son shall at any lime operate a yehicle transporting 

explosin•s t.,s a cargo or part of a cargo upou a highway unless it carries 

l"lectric lanterns or eledric flashing signals or reflect.or typo flares as 

herein required Such electric lanterns or electric flashing signals must 

Le capable of producing a red light and such reflector tnJe flares must be 

in good <'ondition cr..pr,ble of reflecting light of an oncoming vehicle at 

lcnst firn. hundred (500) feet and shall be displayed upon the highway 

when and as required in this section] 

(n) Every motor bus and C\'ery motor omnibus for the carriage of 

pns.'*'ngers for hire except taxicabs and every commercial . vehicle Qr· 

oomhination of vehicles and every trailer or semi-trailer designed for the 

living quarters or carriage of persons or vehicle towing such trailer or· 

semi-trailer shall ho equipped with at least three (3) red flags of dimen-
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. l sions not lc&9 th~n tw~h-e-by twelve (l2 x i2) inches with standards t-0 

2 support such flags and not less than three (3) flares or three (3) red 

3 
'., 

electric lanterns or three (3) p-Orta.ble red emergencx reflectors each of 

4 which shall be capable of bein8 seen an<l distinguished at a dis-

tance of 'not less than ·six hundred (600) feet under normal atmo&-

6 pheric conditions at nighttime 11.nd ·at least th~e (8) red-burning fusees 
• -! I 

7 unless red electric lanterns or rP.d portable refl,!..~_t.ors are carried Pro-

j 1 8 ~dt:d however That the provisions of this subsection shall not apply 
~ ( 

9 to vehicles operati~ exolueively within the confines of a municipality 

10 or within a business or rE>sidence distri<'t 
,, 

11 (b) Every motor vehicJe de~crihcd in subsection (a) shall l.e equipped 

12 with an electrkal signaling system tlrnt in uddition to siguHling turning 

13 11nd other vehicle mo,·emcnt as required by section 1012 shall have ~ 

14 switch or combination of switches that will cause the two (2) front and 

15 two (2) rear signal lamps on the vehiele or <'ombinntiou of vchiclrs to 

16 flash simultaneously RS a vehicular traffic ha:rnrd warning es required 

17 by subsections (<l) (c) ancl (f) Thr svstem shall be cnpablc of flasl1in~ 

18 simulteneouslv with t hi' ignition of f hC' vrhiclc tnrnerl 011 or off Rn~rv . . 

19 vehicle drawn or tow<'d bv surh a motor vchirJe rxcc>pf whl"n towed by 

29~\V-2(hr) 
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1 an ('nll'rgcncy rcpai~ or emcrgl'il<.'Y towing wliiclc shnH UC' CIJUipPl'•l 

2 
with two (2) signal lamps ori the rear which shall be lighted when the 

;j switch or switches reforrcd to. herein lll"C actuated 

-1 ( c) No lamp or reflector will com ply with snhscct ion (a) awl 111J 

5 
, swit~h switchl's or siguai lamps will comply with subsection (b) ;mles:3 

it be of a type a~croved by the secretary who shall publish lists of tho8c 

7 

8 of tl1is section 

1: 

9 (d) 'Vhenevcr any vehicle or coinhination of vehicles desNihl'il iu 

10 subsection (a) is disabled upon tl1e traveled portion of any highway or 

11 
the shoulder thereof uuriug the time ~cction SOl requires lights to Lu 

12 
displavc<l on 'vc11icll's cxccp.t whf1rc there is suflident tlll-uight street (ll' 

13 highway lighting provided a:.i ~tteh to mnkc the vehicle dcnrly tlisc<m1ible 

1-1 to. persons on the highway at a distance of five hundred (500) feet the 

15 operator or other person in charge thereof shall immcdiatciy flash the 

16 
two (2) front and two (2) rear sig11:1l Jnmps simultaneously ns a \'('hicular 

17 
traffic hazard warning nml continue .mch flashin~ until he shall han! 

placed the portable emergency warning dC\·iees required h.'· t.his section 

in USP. on the hig:hway and during the time such devices other tlian 

fusees are being picked up fol' storage prior to movement of the vehicle 
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'.f These flashfog warning signals llHty be given nt other tinll's dnriug 

4 four (4) 'signal lamps arc thus· 66.~hing n lighted fud~c- a lighted r~rl 

5 electric lantern or a l?ortnblC' rc1l c>mr-rgcnl'y reflector t1hatl be placed 

6 immediately at the traffic sido of ihC' \'('hide in th!'.' dirccti~n of the near-

7 C$t npproaching tratH...£. J.::i\ccpt ~tt ot hcrw is Cl pro\'idC'd in this subsection 

8 as soon thcreaft<'r RS poMiLlc but in Rll)' ('\"C'llt within tho hurning period 

9 of the fusees (fifteen (Hi) minuf(lg) the 011C'rAtor or othl'r person in 

10 charge shall place thr<>o (3) liquld·hmning fll\rC's (pot tord1C'~) or thr-:~c 

11 (3) lighted red electric lantnns or thrco (3) portable red emergenc;-· 

12 rcftrctors on the tra\'cle1t portion of !_he hfghwav in the following order 

13 (1) One (1) approximat<'ly 0110 hnndr<'d (100) feet from the di$ablcd 

14 vehicle in the center of the lane oceupir<l by su<'h vehielc and towaril 

15 traffic approaehing in that fan<' 

16 (2) One (1) approximately one hundred (100) feet in the opposite 

17 direction from the disabled vehicle and in thl' <'enter of the traffic lane 

l8 occupied by such vehicle 

19 (3) One (1) at the traffic side of the dii:.ahled vehicle not less than 

20 ton (10) feet rearward or forward thereof in the direction of the nearest 

. , , ,. . - . . . . . . 
, " 
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1 ·. approachins traffic If a lightctl red electric lantern or a red portable 

2 

3 

4 

15 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

emergency reftc~ hGs been placed at the traflic side of the vehicle 

it may be used for this purpose If the disabled vehide is transportint: 

e;ite_losives ·or is a carfio tank truck or cargo tank trailer used for the 

traneportation of any flammable liquid or compre~sed flammable gas or 

is a motor Ychicle using compressed gas as a fuel or having a leaking 

fuel contain£! the portahle emergenc.v warnin~ devices so displayed shall 

be either red electric Jauterns or portable c•mergency reflectors Flares 

f11se>es or si~nals produced by ffomcs shall not be used as 'varnin,; devices 

for such disabled vehicles If t11e vehicle is disabled within fho hu111Jrc,} 

(500) feet of "·-~urvc hillcr<'st or other obstruction to \'icw the portabli? 

emergency wnruiug device in that dirc('tion slrnJl be so placcJ, as to 

afford ample warning to other users of tho highway hut in no case 

foss than one hundred (100) fret nor more tlwn five h11ndrc1l (500) feet 

15 _!rom the disabled vehicle If the v.3hiclc is dirnhlcd upon any roadway 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

of a divided or one-way highway the portable emergency warning devices 

shall be placed as follows One (1) at ~1 dist:rnee of approximately two 

hun1lrcd (200) feet from the \'Chicle in the center of the lane occupied by 

the stopped vehicle and in the direction of traffic approaching in that 

lane one (1) at a distance of approximately one hundred (100) feet from 
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1 t.he velaicle in the center. of the lano occupied by tho vehicle and in the 

2 direction of traffic approaching in that lane one (1) at the traffic side 

S . of the vehicle and approximately ten (10) feet from tho vehicle in the 

4: diraction of the nearest approaching tra~ 

5 

6 

7 

(e) Whenever any vehicle or combination of \·chicles described iu 

subsectiOn (a) is disabled upon the traveled portion of a highway or the 

shoulder thereof at any time when the ~isplay uf lights oil ·vehicles is 

8 _E!>t required by section 801 the operator or other person in charge 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

thereof shall immediately flash the two (2) front and two (2) rear signal 

lamps simultaneously as a vehicular trntlic hazarcl warning and ·continue 

such fl~shing until the vehicle moves agnin under its own· power or is 

towctl away provided that sul'h signaling is not requirc(l <luring tho tin\o 

two (2) red flags aro displayed upon a roadway outside of ll mun_i~ipalit,;: 

in the lane of tratlic occupied by the <lirnLlc<l vchiclo ono (1) at a <listauca 

of approximat('}y one lmndrcJ (100) feet in a<lrnnce of the vehicle anll 

one (i) at n <listanco of appro.ximntcly one hundred (100) feet to thq 

rear of the vehicle 

(f) Whenever for ~ny cause other than <lisnblement or 1_1ccesrnry 

traffic stops any vehicle or conibinntion of vehicles described in subsection 

(a) is stoppcJ upon tho tra\'eleJ pm·tion of any highway or shoulder 
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1;. thereQf; "diitihg . the -timo section 801 tcquire:l lights t-0 be . displayed 

· 2 · On Ttihif]Cg ~except 'Whero there is sufficfou( Rll·riight. ~.tteet or high-

3 .W!l.Y lighti_ng N"O''>'idcd as such to make it dearl_y discernible to per-

4 sons on tlie highway. at a distance of fi\'O hundred (500) feet the 

6 .2£..~.!_tor or othc•· pcl'son in c11argc shall immediately flash the two 

6 .i?l front and two (2) rear signal lamps simultaneously as a vehicular 

7 traffic hazard warning _eignal These flashing_!.arning signals should be 

8 _g:_iven continually if the stop is not to ex~ced ten (10) minutes If the 

. . 
9 'top is to excee<l ten (10) minutes portable emergency warni~ devices 

10 .~hill~ be pfacE.'d ns t<'quired by subsection (d) of this section 

11 (g) Compliance with the rcquir~ments of this section is mandatory 

12 (l:iitt>.c'[lf whm the. oprrator or other person in ~hargo of the veliiclo de-

13 ~ribtll in this section rcceive:o dfo.abling injury making complian<'o impQs-

14 sible or whel1 thl' spl'cific equipment required for warning purposes is 

16 destroyed or damaged beyond the point of performing properly tho func-

16 tion intendr<l pro,·id('d that such injury destruction or dam8.{,e occur& 

17 at the time of and in connection with the Yehiele disablement or other 

18 f'mergency stop for which displRy of warning lights and devices is 

19 rl'quim:l h,Y thi:; section 

20 (h) No person shall at any time operate a vehicle transporting 
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1 o~pl1-'.:;ivc~ M i cnrg;o 01· part ,')f u cargo~u a hishway t}.nless it carries 

2 ~o rd1uircd munbct of red Oags r~ electric lanterns or portable red 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

18 

14 

13 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

crm;rgeucy i·cllcctor$ which must be kept in good. conJition and at all 

•izul•j ht' l'l\~'\blc of mcctii1g the ... ·isibiJitl requirements provided . by 

~ubscction (R) 

(i\ ~o porrable red emergency rotlcctor shall be used ~or the pur­

)ICJ:'l' of ~ompli1111rc ,virh the requirements of this section unless it is so 

cl<':d~ucd uwl l'Ollslructed llS to include two (2) reflectin~ clements one 

( 1) alio\"c thP other each of which shali be capable of reflecting fod 

_light l'll·llrl_r vh:ible from all uistances within six hundred (600} feet t-0 

1Hlll lmmlrcd (100) feet umler nonnal atmospheric cornlitions at' night 

wlw11 directly iu front of lawful upper beams of hC'ad lnmps and unless 

it ha~ liccn upp1·ove<l Ly tl10 secretary as required by subsection (c) 

Pcnnhy Any owner u1· operator who shall fail to comply with nny 

of the prndsiuus of thi:; :;cdion shall upon summary convi('tion before 

a :ungist~ah· Im :;•·ntcncc<l to pay a fine of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) 

am! c•J:1ts of vro~ccution and in default of the payment thereof shall 

undergo imprisonment for not moro than ten (10) days 

Section 1012 (Signals on Starting Stopping or T\\rning 

(a) The driver of any vehicle upon a highway before starting] 
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1 [stopping or turning from a direct line shall first see that such movement 

2 ('Rn be made in safety and if any pedestrian may be affected by such 

3 n10,·ement sJ1all give a clearly audible signal by sounding the horn and 

4 \rhene,·er the operation of any other vehicle· approaching or following 

. 5 may be affected b_y such movement shall give a signal as required in 

6 this section plainly visible to the drh·er of such other vehicle of the in-

7 tc-ntion to make such mon•ment 

8 (b) The signal herein rrquired shall be given by means of the hand 

9 and arm in the mirnnc>r herein spceifierl or b.)~ an approved mechanieal or 

10 elC'ctl'ical signal device of a type which 11t the time of its use is approved 

11 h,Y the secretary 

12 (c) Whc>nc>v<'l· the signnl is giv<'n hy meaM of thC' hand and um 

13 the driver shnli i111Ji<:'atc his intention to start ~top or tum by extending 

14 thC' hanrl and 1mn ho1i7.011tnlly from and beyond the left flid<' <if the 

15 w•hirJc or if ho i~ ,)riving n <•loH''' ,·rhiclo h~· his lrnncl R111l Arm in flll<'h 

16 A wa.v as to Ile visible through tht> window in tJ1c> rcnr of the vc>hi<:'Je 

17 · (d) The secretnry is hereby authori?.c,l to nlAke rules Rnd rt>gula-

18 tions not inconsistent with this act for the l"fficient admini!tratfon of 

19 this section] 
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l .[(er All ;h~banfoal o; electrlcai signal devfoes ehali be tnainiaiue·d 

2 · a{ alt times in good worki~g ol'der 

. 3 ' (f) No driver of any vehicle upon a. highway shall give a signal 

4 · indicating ·a stop start or turn unless such eignal is rcq_uired by thia 

5 .act} Signa1s oil Starting St-0ppi~g 'tu~ing Changing Lanes ~t Enterhtg 

6 Trtkflle Shearn 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

(a) The driver of any vehicle upon a highway before stal'ting 

stopping turning f rnm a direct line moving from one traffic le.no to 

an~the~ or e~te~ing the ttaffic stream from a parked Position shall first 

see tl1~t such movement can ho marlo with safety If any pedestrian maz 

he affected by such movement a cleariy audiQlo signal shall be given bl 

~ournling tla~ horn Before making any such Ychicle movement the dri\'er 

~hall giYe a plainly visihlc· sign:ll in the> manner described in this section 

The signal shall be given one hundred (100) feet in advance of an~ 

during the turning movement or a lane c1iange Th'3 signal shall be given 

prior to movement of the vehicle and prior to and during entry of the 

vehicle into· t.he traffic stream from a parked position Sfopping signals 

shall be given during the time vehicle speed is being reduced by braking 

294-SW-· 3{ht) 
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1 th) 'Ihe signal to indi('ate starting turning changing lanes or entry 

2 into the traffic stream from a parked position shall be given by flash!$ 

3. front and rear signal lamps on or at the side toward which the tum 

4 .~.r other vehicle l110,·emcnt is mttdo Tho stopping signal shall be given. 

-IS by lighting steady-burning signal lamps on the rear of the vehicle or 

6 !.ombination of vchidcs wheJl tho service (foot) brake· iil applied Signal 

lrunps shall be light<'<l by elc('tri<'it~ and sha1l be of a type which at the 
7 

8 
timo of uso is approved by tho eccretar

1
y 

9 
~c} If required !ignnl Jamps tlo not function or !~ction improperLv 

10 
due to clcC'trical or mcchnnical defect tho driver shall extend his hand 

11 
and arm from th<.' Jo(t eido of tho vchic]o in tho fo11owing manner to-

12 
indirato as stated 

13 (1) left turn or other vehicle mo\'cmont toward left Hand and 

14 arm extended horir.onta1h· 

15 (2) Right turn or other veliiclo movement toward right Hand 

16 Rnd arm <'Xlcndecl upward 

17 (3) Stop or <h·cr!'RF.O speed Hand R.,!!~ arm extended downward 

18 .When si~tal 1Amp~ aro functioning properly hand aml an.1 signals may 

19 he given to supplement hnt not in lien of U!!e of signal lamps 

20 
(rl) The> ~e<'retarv ii hcrchv authorized to make rules and re~a-
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1 tions not inconsistent with this act for the efficient administration of -

2 this section 

3 (c) Signal lamps and signaling systems shall he main'4iined· at all 

4 times in good working order 

6 (f) No driver of any vehielc upon a highway shall give a eil{llal 

I -

6 indicating a start stop turn la no change or entry into the traffic 8trcam. 

7 .unless such signal is required by this act . 
8 Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions of sub~cction 

9 (a) (b) {c) (e) or (f) of this section shall upon summary conviction before 

10 a magistrate be senlenced to pay a fine of ten do11ars ($10.00) and coat&-

11 of prosecution rind in default of the payment thereof shall undergo 

] 2 imprirnnment for not more tlian fi\'c (5) days 

II Section fi The provisions of this act shall take effect in thirty daya. 

t• as to vehicles an cl tractors initially registered in Pennsylvania after 

11 the effective date of this act As to vehicles and tractors initially rcgi&-

18 tered in Pennsylvania prior to the effective date of this act the act. 

17 Phsll take effect April 30 1962 

.• -
: ~ I 



We <.'tlrtHy · t111tt this bill has p8.8dcd the Senate anJ. the. House 9f 
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ChiM Oierk, Senatte 

1·. 
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PtesidenC pro teni.por~, .SenatQ 
., I 

···················~········••o11!'•'•1111t••.•• 
Speaker, irousc of Ueprescntativ~ · 

A 111J[:ovi.>c) The ......... da1 of .•... , •••..•.....•..•. A.. D. 1 lltil . 
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