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AN ACT 
Amending the act of April 29 Hl5ll (P L 58) entitle<.l "An act c.on-

solitlating :md tevising the V chic lo Code the Tractor Code tho 

lfotor Vehicle }'inaucial Iksponsibility Act an<I other acts rclat-

ing to the ownership possession and use of vehicles and tractors'' 

fortLer providing for the lights and signals to be used in conneo-

ti on with certain vehicles and providing penalties 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 

EXPU.tUTION-CAPITAL LETTERS Indicate new m&tter &dded t.o blll. Mstter &tffff::~ 
ls to be omitted from blll. 
Underscoring 1nd!C's.tes new matter ir.ddM to eilatlng law. (Bra.cltet&J tndiC1i.te mat~ 
atrlciten from existing law, 
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1 H1~l'fi,)11 l 8uLscdion (11) section 801 act of April 2!) Hl59 (P L 58) 

2 known ;\:\ "The Vchidu Code'' amenrlctl ,July 13 Hl59 (P T, .'l:lil) is 

3 nmc>n1lcd to rcud 

4 8edinn 801 HC'•}ltin•1l T.igltting 1':quipmeut 

5 * * ~ 

6 (1l) near tiunps: a1t1l Tllumination of Hear Hcgi::;trnti•m Plate EYcry 

7 motor \·chicle and every trni1er or scmi-trnilcr atlacl1c<l to a motor ve-

8 hiclc and every n~hiele which is hci11g llrnwn at the cml of a comhinatiim 

9 of Hhicll's sh:tll ~any at the renr at least two (2) famps of a type wl1ich 

10 at the time of their m.o is approved by the secretary aU<l which exhibit 

11 a r('i! light pbi11ly ,\'i.5ihlc mufcr 11on11al atmospheric conditions at ui~lit 

12 from at :Hstr.nct• of tho htm1ke1l (500) feet to the rear of such vehicle 

13 S1wh mtr lamps or 11 i:cpAratc l1unp shall be so constructed and placed 

14 thnt the nmnlJor 11lnto carril'<l on the rC'ar of such vehicle ~hall under 

15 like ~·0111Htiorn1 ho f:O illnmiuntc<l hy a white light as to he read from a cli~-

16 tanrc of fl.fly (50) fcct to tlie rear of such vehicle \YllGn tho rear number 

17 plato i~ Ul11mi11Rtc<l l1y an electric lamp other tnan tho required rear 

18 lnmps tho three (3) lamps shall he turne<l on or off only by the same C-On-

.19 trol !'>Wit<'h l\t aHHmei\ whenever hea<l lamps are lightejl Pro,·i<led how-
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cVC'r That the rcqtiirc1111.~11t of at least two (2) red rein Jumps on such 

2 
--

vehicles .sl1a1l [ilpply only to vehicles initially registered in this Com· 

3 rnonwealtl1 on or :lftcr .July 1 1V56 Vehicles initially registered in thi3 

4 - Connnonwenlth prior to .July 1 1!)56 ::.hall lie required to carry one (1) 

5 rrd rear Jrimp rather than the two (2) red rear lamps as otherwise re-

6 c1uirccl 11~· the pro\i~ions of this rnbsedion Tractors a11d motorcycles] 

7 not apply to tractors ii1otorcycles truck tractors nml towing vehiclc3 in 

8 driYeawa~··towaway operations which 8l1a1l carry at least one (1) rear 

9 li'!np-which exhibits a red light plainly \'isihle to the rear 

10 * i'.- * 

11 P<•t1n lty A 11y JIN:' nil vinla ti ug any nf the proviRions of snb'5cction 

12 (a) (b) (c) (tl) (c) or (f) of tl1is sedion s11nll upon summary conviction 

13 hcforc a nrngistrnte he scutenred to pay a fine of ten 1lollars ($10.00) and 

14 costs of prosecution n111l in tlcfanlt of the payment thereof :::hall nntlergo 

15 imprisomueut for not more than five (5) days Any person ,·iolating any 

16 oi Ow prO\-i~inn~ of :;11h~C'dio11 (g) (h) (i) (j) or (k) o{ this :;:cction shall 

17 upon 5unnnary conviction before a magistrnte be sentenced to pay a fine 
r.: -

18 of two dollars ($2.00) and costs of prosec1ition nrnl in default of the 

19 payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not more than one (1) 

20 day 
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1 Section- 2 Subsection (c) section 801 of the act is amended to read 

2 Section 801 Hcquircd Lighting J.:quipmeut 

3 * * * 

4 (c} Stop Lamps :E\·ery motor vehicle and c\·ery trailer or senu· 

-

5 trailer attached to a motor vehicle aml every ,·chicle which is being 

6 c.lrawn at the end of a oombination of vehicles shall carry at the rear at 

7 least two (2) stop lamps one {l) on each side of the rear of the vehicle of 

-g 11 typo which at the lime of their use 1ne approved by tho Secretary of 

9 Hovcnuo [Pro\·i<lc<l however 'l'liat the requirement of at least two (2) 

10 stop lamps on su('h vehicles slrnll appl)· only to vel1icles initially regis· 

11 tercd in this Commonwealth on or after July 1 1056 AU other t·.xch ve-

12 hides shaJl <'arry at t11c rear at lc~nst one (1) stop lnmp] except as other-

18 wise provi<lc<l in this subsection Tractors truck tractors au<l towing ve-

14 hides in drivrnway-towaway operations i::hall carry at least on~ (1) stop 

16 * ii * 

17 Penalty Any person vlolating any of the provisions of subsection · 

18 (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) or (f) of this section shall upon summal'y c-011viction 

19 before a magistrate be sentenced to pay a fina of ten dollars ($10.00) 
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1 · and r,osts .of prOE('C?lflOll and in default Of tho payment thereof &hail 

2 undergo imprisonment for not more than five (5) days Any pwson violat-

3 ing nny of the provisions of sub~cction (g) {h) (i) (j) or (k) of this section 

4 ~hall up0n summary conviction before a magistrnto bo sentenced to pay 

a fine of two dollars ($2.00) and costs of prosecution nnd in default of 

6 the payment thereof shall undergo imprisonment for not moro than one 

7 · (1) day 

8 Section 3 Subsection (g) section 801 of the o.ct amondc.J N ovcmber 

9 
,· 

12 1059 (P J, 1499) is am'cnded to rea1l 

10 Section 801 Required Llghtiilg. Equipment_. 

11 * * * 

12 (g) Commercial :Motin V chicles Traitors Scmi·'l'railors Hu8es and 

13 Omnibuse~ Evc~y conu-11crcial motor vehicle HAVING A. HEGISTJ<~RED 

14 CAPACITY GROSS 'VEIGIIT OF ELEVEN 'l'IIOUSAND (11,000) 

15 POUNDS OR MO~E trailer semi-trailer or every motor omnibus or 

16 motor bus except motor buses or motor omnibuses operated entirely 

17 within municipalities when their interiors Are i11uminated or ev~ry co~~ 

18 bination of vehiclea engaged ii;i d~iveawjly-to:waway operations shall dis~ 

19 play lighted lamps at the times mentioned in subsection (a) when And 

20 as required in this section except that such lamps may be but are not 
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1 . rc•1nirc1l to IJc lightc<l when any such vchidc is upon a highway whidt 

2 is. ~1111idC'11tl:-· illuminated hy street lamps to rernll'I' any per.son or vehicle 

3 yh.ible nt 1\ tfotnncc of five lnmdred (500) feet 

4 ( l) Ekl'l ric Cknrimcc I.amps En>ry rnch vehicle having a width at 

irn~· p;nl f itt cxce$~ J of C'iglaty (80) inches or more and c\·cry combina-

6 tinn of wiiid<':J engaged in 11 drh·caway-towaway operation shall bo 

7 <''lllippt'•l wi I h l wo (2) electric cl earn nee lamps lo ca tcd on [the extreme 

8 left si1lc of sm·h \'cldde 0110 (1) !orated at] the front and displaying an 

9 a111l1l•1· light \'i~ili!Cl from a di~tnncc of five hundred (500) feet to the 

10 fror.t of tho vc11irlo 1rnd (tho other] two (2) electric clearance lamps - -
11 lo<'atcd at tho rca1· of the vehicle nnd displaying a red ligl1t visible from 

12 R distance of fi\'o h1111dfrd (600) feet to tho rear of tho vehicle and said 

13 rra r electric elt'1:irance lamp sli a 11 be in addition to the red tear lamp 

14 ltereinbeforc required [Prodded howo\'er 'fhat vehicles equipped with 

16 acc(~·lenc hC'ncl lamps inay in lieu of such electric clearance lights be 

16 l'"iuipp~d '~ith Rn amber i·eflcctor in front and ~ red reflector in the rear 

17 which shall bo so designed and maintained to meet the requirements as 

18 to reflectors provided in this section] 
_, 
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1 Clcaraucc lamps. are not ·1ccjuircd on n poll1 trailc1· or ou the rc-ai-

2. of a truck tractor On <lri\'rawuy·towawny combinations they are re- · 

3 quired only ou thu front of tho towing vehidt> and tho rear of tho rear-

4 most towed ...-chide So for as ii\ prnctic-0blc they 11l1nll bo mounted to in-

5 <licatc the cxtrcnw width null licif.hl of tl1u \'chicle except that on truck 

6 tr:\dors thc,r shall Lu rn lot•:\te1l us to iudicato. the cxtrrml1 width of the 

7 cab 

8 (2) l~kctric Idl'ntitiration I.Amps Front mid Hcnr Enry such mo-

9 tor vchicJc trailer or semi·trnih.·1· excepting those home trailers mobile-

. ~ ' . 

10 homes and otlirc trnill·rs whirh mmt oLtnin n s1~cinl hanliug permit under 

11 sc•~tion 72G of thi~ net for th<'ir 111ovcmc•ut upon a liighway within this 

12 Commonwealth or c-0mbi11ation of iuch vchieles havi!lg [a length in 

13 excess of thirty (30) feet or] a width [in rxcess] of c•igl1f)' (80) inches 

14 [except those which i:ihall be cquippcil to conform to the regulation~ 

15 of tl1e Interstate Commerce Commissioii) or more and every combina-

16 tion of vehicles eugaged in a drivcaway-towaway operation haviug any 

17 vehicle therein eighty (80) inches or more i11 over-all width :;hall be 

18 -.:quippc1l with electric lamps 011 tho front displaying tlll'cc (3) amha..-

19 lights and electric lamps on the rear displaying three (3) rc1l light~ [and 

20 the] l'Xc<.'pt as otherwise provi1lcd herein Such larnps arc not required 
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1 <tn tho rear of truck tractors or on the front of trailers semi-trailers pole 

2 trailerG ?l'. any to~ving vohido in a driveaway-tow~way Qperntion The 

3 lights in cllclt slt<'h group ~hall be mounLed on tho vorticle center line 

4 of tho frf)nt and t11e rear of tho ,.cJ1icle on which they are required 

5 Thoy shall be evenly spaced not less than six (6) nor more than twelve 

6 {12) inchos apart along a horizontal line near the top of the vehicle awl 

7 r tiaid light11 J shall be visible from distances of five hundred (500) feet 

8 to the front and rear rcsr1ectively of the vehicle [ProYi<led howe\'er 

. /, <" 
9 That vchfolcs equipped with ncetylcne head la{<ps iti!''y in lieu of such 

10 e1cctrio idcntifi('ation ]amps b~ equipped with red and amber reflectors] 

11 Whore tho ~ab of the motor vehide is not more than forty-two (42) 

·.· 12 inc.hes wido at the front roof line a single lamp at the center of the cab 

'' 
13 Mall bo deemed to comply with the requirement for front identification 

14 lamps Identification lamps required on the rear of a pole trailer ma~ 

15 lie mounted on the vertical center Jine of the rear of the cab of the 

16 truck tractor drawing the pole trailer and higher than the load being 

17 transported No part of the front identification lamps or tl{eir ~mountings 

18 ma~ extend below the top of the vehicle windshield Rear identification 

19 lamps on a truck trailer or semi-trailer need not he lighted if <>hscured 
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1 by auoth<'r vehicle towed b:v. the truck or in tho same combination of 

vehicles Tho 'requirement for three (3) identification lamps o~ the 

s vertical center line of the vehicle wHI be met as to location b:v one (1) 

4 lamp on tho center line with the other two (2) at right or left 

(8) Electric Side Marker Lamps Every such vehicle or combination 

6 of such vehicles [which exceeds twenty (20) feet in overall length] 

7 
,, 

flhall be equipped with at least four (4) cloctric sido marker lilmp:J one (1) 

8 on each side near the front and one (1) on each sido near the rear Said 

9 electric lamps near the front shall didp11ty amber lights and said electric 

10 lamps near the rear shall di~play red Jights each visible from a distance 

11 of five hundred (500) feet to the side of tl1e \'('hielo on which it i3 

12 . located [If the electric clearance lamps on tho left side of a vehicle 

18 as hereinbefore :required display lights visible from a distance of fh'2 

14 hundred (500) feet at right angles to the left of the Ychicle thoy shf\11 

l~ be deemed to meet the l'equirements as to ldt marker lamps in this 

16 paragraph In lieu of such electric side marker lamps any such vehicle 

17 may be equipped with four (4) reflectors two (2) on each side and 

l8 otherwise meeting the requirements o( this act] Trailers _thirty (30) 

19 feet or moro in length shall be equipped with one 0) additio~al side 

~ marker lamp on each side at optional heiJ?ht the additional side marker 

( ·' 



1115-Printer's No. 10 

1 lamp (or lamps) to Le nt or near the center or at np!{roximately uniform 

2 Epacing in tho length of the Ychicle The side marker la.mp roquii·c<l at 

3 or near the front and the side i11arker 1m11v rcquin .. ~l at or near the rear 

4 shall be mounted ns near- the top of the \'chicle as practicable If an~· 

5 clearance lamp hei·einheforc required displays light ,-isihle from a dis-. 

6 
('; 

lance of five hundred (500) fret at right angle to the side of the vehicle 

7 at which it is mounted it s1rnll he UCl'mcd to meet the requirement iu 

8 . . 

tl1is paragraph as to the si1le market· lamp at tl1at approximate location 

9 * * * 

10 Penalty Auy pcrrnn violating any of the prnvisions of subsection 

11 (a) (h) (c) (d) (e) or (£) of this section shall upon summary conviction 

12 before a magistrate be sentenced to pay a fine of ten dolJars ($10.00) 

13 and costs 0£ prosecution and in default of the payment thereof shall 

14 undergo imprisonment for not more than firn (5) days Any person 

15 Yiolatiug any 0£ the provisions 0£ subsectioH (g) (h) (i) (j) or (k) of this 

16 section shall upon summary cou\'iction before a magistrate be s<'nten~ed 

17 to pay a £ne of two dollars ($2.00) aud costs of prosecution aml in 

. --

18 default 0£ tlw payment thereof drnll undergo imprirnnnwnt for uot more 

19 than one (1) day 
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I Section 4 The Section heading aml subsection (c} section 802 sec· 

2 tious 836 aJHl 1012 of the act arc amcudt•(l to read . 

3 Scetion 802 Additiou~1l [Pt.>iwissiulc] Lights nnd Devices 

4 * * * 

5 (c) Signal !..Amps [anll 11cchanh~al Signal Dc\'ices 

6 

,7 signRl lamp or a signal device snch lamp or 1lc,·ice sltRll be so construct~d 

8 and locat~ll on the whicl<~ as to gi\'e a sig11Rl of intention to stop or 

9 to turn right or foft The signal shall be yellow or red in col<H' and shall 

10 be plainly visible in normd sunlight and nt night from a distance of 0~1e 

11 hundn·d (100) feet to the front and from a distance of one hundred 

12 (100) feet to the reai· of the vehicle but shall not pl'oject a glaring or 

13 dazzling light and all such signals shall be of types which at the time 

14: of their use are approved by the secretnry except that a sigual giving 

15 the intention to stop shall only be visible fro:m a distaJ~C'C of one htinclred 

16 (100) feet to tlie rear 

17 (2) Wheu a vchide is equipped with a med1auieal sigual the mechau· 

18 ieal sigual ~hall Le sclf-illnminatecl \\'hen in urn at the times rueutil}JwJ in 

19 section 801 and shall be of a type \vl1ich at the time of its use i.-3 a·pproved 

20 
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1 ~>.·ery motor vehicle and every combination of vehicles shall be 

2 equipped with signal lamps as follows 

3 (1) Two (2) stop lamps sha11 he mounted on the rear exc-0pt where 

4 one (1) stop lamp L> authorized which lamp or lamps shall display a 

5 red ycHow or amber light or any shade of color between red and yellow 

6 visible from a distance C1f not less than one hundred (100) feet t-0 the 

7 rear ir; normal sunlight whicl1 shall be actuated upon app1ic.ation of 

8 the service (foot) brake and which may but need not be incorporated 

9 with one (1) or more oth0r rear lamps No stop lamp may be combined 

10 with a turn sigiial !amp unless the arrangement of switches or other 

11 part~ is such that the stop light is always extinguished whon tho turn 

12 .signal is in use Class A Type I turn signals or Class B turn signals 

13 may be used as stop lamps 

14 (2) Every motor vehicle or combination of motor vehicles shall be 

15 <>quipped with two (2) signal lamps on the front nncl ~wo (2) signal 

16 lamp~ on the rear whil'h when actuated l)y a switch shall flaf!.h on the 

17 si<lc towanl which the vehicle moves in turning changing from one 

18 traffic lane to another or entering the traffic stream from a parked poei-

19 tion Turn ~ignal lamp~ on or facing the front i>.hall be white amber or 
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any sh!ldc. of color between w11itc nnJ amber Tnm signals on or £aeing 

the i·car 8hall Le i:cd yellow amber or nnv shade of color between red 

arnl yello\'r' Simultaneous flashing of tho lwo (2) !ronl an<l ~wo (2) rear 

~ignal lamps ?"hall iaHlh.'ntr n \'chiculnr tmfl\c hAzard requiring unusual 

care in approaching ovci·tnki11K or passing Si~unl lamps on every oom· 

me1·'-'ial motor n·hidl.· IL\\'l:\O A HEOl8TEHED UAPAUL'l'Y 

UH0~8 \\'EIOll'I' OF El.1-:\'I·::\ TllOU8A:\l> (11,0UU) POlJXDS OH 

~l'rni-trnih·1· motor 011111i\i11:; or mo111r bu~ :-hall lie Class A Type I 

~ig11:1! lamp" 011 othn whidt• . .; tlw,\· may l1P CJa~::; B ~ignal lamp::; .No 

turn sig11,1l l11111p ur ln111ps sl1all Lo used to givo courtesy or "do pass" 

signnls Turn signal lnmps sl11lll not bo flashed on ouc si<lo only on a 

p:nkcd or dis!llilctl vehicle 

( 3) When n vehido is equipped with an electrical signal device 

such do\"ii:c shall Lo of n type which at the time of its use is approved . 

Ly tho secretary 

* * * 

Pt"nalty .Auy pl'rson Yio1ating any of the provisions of this section 

or an,r person who sl11\ll urn a warning lamp of the type authorized by 

subsection (d) of this section while a vehicle is in motion shall upon 
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1 ~lllllllHll',\" COlr\'letio1i before a rnagi.9trate be sentenced to pay a fine Of 

2 ten 1lollars ($10.00) an•l cosh• of prosecution and in default of tho pay· 

3 -ruent thereof shnll undergo imprisonment for not more tlrnn five (!\) 

4 days 

~ Section 8313 Danger aml Caution Siguah 

6 [(a) Every iuotor lm~ an<l evnr.v motor omnilms for the carriage of 

7 passe11gcrs for hire except taxicllbs and c\·cry comn11:~rcial vcllicle or 

; ": 

8 combi11ation of vehicles lrnvi11g a registered ea}iacity gross weight of 

9 clen•n tho11:<-ai11l (11,000) pounds or more an1l eycr.Y trailer or i;emi-

10 trailer clrsigncd for the Jid11g qwu·tcrs or carriage of persl)ns shall be 

11 equipped with at least three (3) re<l lfogs of 1limc11sion3 not less than 

12 t weh·e hy t wcl re (12 x 12) in elms arHl a s11flicicnt number of flares not 

13 lrss t1wn three (:3) or electric J:rnfcrns C'lcctric tl:u:hing sig1rnh or othrr 

14 sig11als l':tpahlc of <·011tin11omly proclncing thr('(' (3) warning lights eaeh 

15 visihle from a 1fo;l:rnce of r.t k:li:;t firn hmulrecl (!'iOO) foet for a p<>riod 

] 7 J1nWC'\'er 'fJrnt the provisions of tliis section shall not apply to vehicles 

18 within the confines of a municipality or within a business or residon~ 

19 clistrict] 
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1 [En'ry such tlarc l:mtcm l'kc·tril~ lla~hi11g sig1ial retlcctor type flare 

.2 or other ~i~irnl sl1all he of a type appro\'cd by the secretary anti he 

3 l'hil 11 pnhfoli li.'lfs of r ho.•e 1lcriees which lie l1as approYcd as adcq uRte -

4 for the 1nn·poH's of this s<'l'fion 

5 

6 clirnhkd 1lmi11g the pNio1l when 1ightc•l lnmps must be displayed on 

7 

8 

9 or if the 1ighti11,!! t'<ptipm<'nt 011 :my l'll<'h vf'hit'le j5 11ot tlirnb1r1l hut 1\uc 

10 to the po,-iti1111 •)f ~1ll1 h \'l'hh•lp 11po11 tltl' highway or hy reason of con-

11 tours or c'lll'\'C'~ i11 such J1iglnrn.r if ma~· <'nmtitufe a mcnaco to other 

12 n•liil'11l11r traftip tl1e npe>rntor or other pN::on in <'harge of such vehicle 

13 

14 

15 th· 11i!!hw:-1~· 011e> (1) at a •listnn11 n of nppr()ximntcl.v one h11nclred (100) 

16 frpt in a• h-;t nee of s11C'h n h i('le ono (1) n t R di11tnncc of approximately 

17 01ie }11111drc•l (100) fret to tlw rrnr of the n'hh•le an1l the third upon the 

18 hi~l1way £;i•lc of the v<'hidc rxcP.pt that if the nliirlc is transpnrting-·- . 

19 1lammahlC's ~11t•l1 ,.<'ltif'lc;; ~hall he N)llippe<l with a snffirient number of 
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1 l than tlm·e (:lJ \Yh('ll(!Vel· any :md1 vl'ltidc..• is 1li~;1lih•(I 1l11ri11g tlw Jll'do1l 

2 when lighted lamps arc not rcquiml to Lu tli~plnycd 011 vc!iicll's and 

3 ~uch veliidc caunot immediately Le remon·1I fro1~1 tlio main trnrnled-

' 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14· 

15 

16 

17 

18 

11n•r a vehide i:; 1lisaLll'1l up1111 tlw liigltwlly 111111 h,\' n·aso11 of t.•011to11rs 

Qr curves in such highway it mny constitute a mcnnco to other \'l\hicular 

traflic the operntor or other person in dlllrgo of such vd1iclo ~hall cau~o 

the l'ed ilngs to Le place1l upon the highway ono (1) nt I\ distnucc 0£ 

approximately one hundred (100) feet in adrnncc of such rnhido RtHl 

011e (1) at a distance of nppro:xinrntcly one htm1lrc..''1 (100) foct to tho 

rt>ar of the vehicle nntl the third upon tl1e high~<'\)" side of tho \'chicle 

(c) No person ~halt at any time operntc n ,·chide tra11sp1)rting 

explo$in•s as n cargo or part of n cargo upon n highway unfosg it <'Mrics 

electric lanterns or electric flashing signals or reflector typo flares RS 

hcr~in required Such electric lanterns or electric fln~hing signals must 

be capable of prouucing a red light and such reflector type flares must be 

in good condition capable of retlecting light of an oncoming vehicle at 

least firn hundred (500) fr;et and shnll be displayed upon tho highway 

19 when aud as requfretl in this section] 
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1 _. ,·(a) .Every motor bils and evcr'y motor omnibus for the carriage of 

2 ~ssengers for hire except taxicabs and every commercial vehicle or 

3 oombination Qf vehicles ~nd E;rery trailer or semi-trailer designed for th~ 

4 
- . - -

living guartcrs or carri__agc of persoll3 or vehicle towing such trailer or 

5 f·l'llli·trnilcr a.hall be equipped with'at leaat three (3) red flags of dimen-

6 ~ioue; not. lcss than twelve by twelve (12 x 12) inches with standards to 
... 

7 support such flag3 ~nd not less than three (3) flares or tlirce (3) red 

8 ~lcctric i1u_!,!crns or three (3) 1?2rtAble red emergency reflect.ors each of 

9 which shall be capable of being seen and distinguished at a die-

10 tancc of n-0t less than six hundred (600) feet under normal atmo&-

11 phcric conditioris at nighttime and nt least three (3) red-burning fusees 

12 unless red electric lautcrns or red portBblo rcilcctOl's are earried Pro-

13 \'i<l.cd however. '.fhat the provisions of this subsection shall not apply 

14 to n:hiclcs opcratiug cxC'lusively \vithin tho confines of a municipality 

15 or within a business or re~idencc district 

16 (b) EYery ~notor vehicle described in subsection (a) shall be equipped 

17 with an clcctrirnl signaling system that in addition to si~naling turning 

18 and other vehicle mov<.'ment as required by section 1012 shall have a 

19 swit('h or combination of switches tliat will cause the two (2) front and 

204-S'\\r-2(hr) 
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1. tw~j~) t<'ar signal lamps on the ,-chide or co111bi11ntio11 of n·hicl<'s to 

2 tb~h sinrnlt:mcomly as a vrhicn1ar trallic h1unr1l wm11i11g ns rcquirc~l 

3 hy subsections (il} (c) an1l (f) The sy:;h•m shnll. ht• l'apal1ln of flashi11.l! 

4 simultaneously wi!_!a the ignition of the n~l1iclc~ turned 011 or off Every 

5 vehicle <lmwn or towed by sud1 n motor vehicle l'Xccpt when towetl by 

6 -~m emergency repair or emergency towing nhiclc sl1all be equipped 

7 with two (2) signal liunps on the rear whid1 ~hall be ligl1tcd ·when the 

8 switrh or switclws rcforrc<l to herein nrc actuated 

9 (c) No lamp or reflector will C'ompl,r with rnh~cction (a) m1tl ll•l 
I' 

JO swikh swikl1<'S or signal lamps will c•ompl,\· wirh ~11hf.:ectin11 (b) unle,-=:-\ 

11 it be of a t,YPC approver) by the sccrettuy wl10 slrnll 1111hli:•li lillts of tho~<' 

1 ·1 lamps rincl devices which ho l1as npprovcil ns ndt•<prntc fur Che p1i1·1111.,;t•3 

13 of this section 

14 (d) "1icnever nny vc>hicle or <'<Jlllhii1~tinn of nhi~·lc>:; clciil'l'ihrd in 

-15 subsection (a) is di~abletl upon t llC' hm·<'lrtl j•Ort ion of 1111 \' h ighwn.v o! 

16 the shouMc>r thereof during tho time sC('fio11 801 rc<i11irC'~ ligh~ bu 

17 displayed on vehicles except where thNe is s110icic11t nll-11ight !'trcf't or 

18 highway lighting provided as !Uch to make tho \'chicle clearly discC'rnible 

19 to persons on the highway at a dietanco of five hundred (500) feet the 

operator or other p<>rson in charge thereof shnll irnmrrliatcly flash tho 
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1 _!wo (2) front and two (2) rear sig~rn.l larups simultaneously as a n-hiculal' 

2 frame Jinzard warniug and cOiltinue surh fla-shwg until he shail l1avc 

3 placed the portable emergency warning devices required by thls section 

4 -in use on the highway and during the Hmc >-licit devices other than 

5 fusees arc hring pieked up for storap;c }irior to lllll\~cmcnt of the vehicle 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Thrse flashi11g warning signaJs may ~c given nt other times during 

Hhicle disabkment in addition to but not in lieu of display of the 

portable emcr~cucy warnin~ devices required by this section "'While the 

four ( 4) signal lamps are thus fl a shin~ a lighted fusee a lighted re1l 

electric lantern or a portable red cmrrgcncy rcflretor shall )Jc, pl;~cd 

immediately at the trntlic side of the vehicle in the> direction of the near­

est approad1i11g- tratlic Exeept ns otherwise provitlrcl in this subsection 

as soon thereafter as p0~ible hut in any event within the hurni11g pcriorl 

of the fusees (fiftepn (15) minutes) the 011erator or other JlCrson in 

charge shall p1aec three (3) 1iquid-lmrniiti£ flares (pot torehes) or three 

(3) lighted red electric lanterns or three (3) portah1e red emergency 

re!lrctors on the traveled poi·tion of the highwny in the following order 

(1) One {1) approximately 0110 lrnndrc{l (100) feet from the disabled 

vrhicle in the center of the lane o<>cupied by such vehicle auJ tow:ml 

traftic approaching in that lane 

·-· 
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1 (2) One (1) ·approximately one hundred (100) feet in tho opposite 

/ 

direction from tho disahlr<l vchirlc a11d in the rcutC'r of tho traffic lane 

3 occupied by surh vehicle 

4 (3) One (1) at tho tratlic side of tho (lisahlc<l rnhielo not less thfn1 

5 ~ (10) feet rearward-or forward thereof in the 1Hrcction of tho ncare!t 

6 approaching traffic If a lighted red electric hrntcrn or a t('(l portable 

7 emergency reflector J1as been placed f\t the t mllic sillc of tho vchil'le 

8 it may be usc<l for this purpose If the clif.nblr1l Yf'liiC'lo i3 tr1t111.i~rti116 

9 cxplo;ivcs or is a cargo tank truck or <.·1u~o tnnk trnilor used for tho 

10 transportation of auy llammnblo liq11i1l or com11ru:'Sc1I llnmmnblc A"'1S or 

11 ~~ motor vehicle using <'ompreii::C'd gns a!\ n fo<·I or hn\'ill~ n lc>nkin5 

12 fud eo11h1iun the portnLlo cmcrge1wy warni11g 1h'\'il'l's i::o 1foplnyccl sl:nll 

13 he citl1cr red clectrie lanterns or pnrlnh!<:> c·mrrgl'llc~· r\'JIN~lors Flare>~ 

14 

15 

16 _ (500) fret of a cnrrn hillcrest or otl1er olJstrudi1111 to ,·icw t!IC' portnlilo 

17 emergency warning device in tliat direction sl1a1l he so plficcd ns to 

18 afford ample warning to other mcrs of the liighwny lrnt in 110 ca.so 

19 Jess than one hundred (100) feet nor more tlrnn five lnm1hP11 (!iOO) fr.rt 
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l J!!!ln th~ dt~abled vehfole H the \'chicle is disAbled upon any· roadway 

2 · 2f a divid~~ ?r one-way highway the po!'fable emergency warning devices 

- . '. 
3 shall ho placed as Jollows One (1) at a distance of apµr<>ximately two 

hundred (200) feet from the vchiele in the center of the lane occupied by 

5 tho stop~d vehicle and in the direction of trt\flic approachi'ng in that 

6 !ane 0110 (1) at a distance of approximately one hundred (100) feet from 

7 the YehicJe in the center of the lane oc~upic<l by tho vehicle and in the 

8 direction of traffic approaching in · t1rnt lane one (1) at the traffic side 

9 
- , ' 

of tho Y~hlcle and approximately t~n (10) feet from the Ycl1icle in the 

10 direction of the nearest ~approachii1g traffic 

11 (c) 'Vhcne\·cr auy vehicle or combination of vehicles described iu 

12 ~ubs~ction (n) is (foabled upon the traveled portion of a highway or the 

13 shoulder thereof at r.ny time when the display of lights on \'chicles is 

14 not required by section 801 the operator (Ir other pcrso11 in charge 

15 thcrt'of ~hnll immediately tl::ish the two {2) front and two (2) rear signal 

16 lamps simultancousJy- as a \·ehicnlar tratlic hazard warning and continue 

17 sul'h fl11sl1i11g until the vehicle moves again under its own power or is 

18 towctl nway pro\'idcd that such signaling is not required during the timo 

19 two (2) i-cd flags arc displayed upon a roadway outside of a municipality 

20 in 1hc l:mo of traffic occupied by the disabled vehicle one (1) at a distance 



1 
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3 
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2~ approximately one hundred (100) foet in n1l\'nncc of the vC>hicle and 

one (1) at Et distance of appro.ximntcly OllC Jiumlml (100) fret to th~ 

rear of the ,.C'hide 

(f) Whencwcr for nny ~nmo other tlum dirnb!C>mcnt or ncc·c·s:-ary 

5 · traffic stops any \·el1icfo or comLination of \'<'hides de>~cl'iuod in subscclion 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

(a) is stopped upon tho travdc1l portion of 1my highwa,v or ~ho111dC'r 

thereof clurillg the timo scetion 801 rrquircs lights to b~ displayed 

on vchiclr<; cxcc11t whore there is sntlicicut all-night sf rcct or high· 

wa,Y 1ighti11g provided as such to make it clearly <lisccruil.Jlo to per­

sons on the highway at a distm1cc of fi,·c hu1u1rt'tl (500) foot tho 

operator or other person in chnrso shnll immcJintely flash tho two 

(2) front and two (2) rear signal lamps simultaneously as n vehicular 

traffic hazard warning signal These flashing waruiug signals $hou1tl ho 

gi\·en continually if the stop is not to exceed ten (10) minutes If the 

stop is to cxccc<l ten (10) minutes portab]e emergency wnrning devices 

~hall be placed as required by subsection (<l) of this i;cction 

(g) CompliarH•c with the requirements of tliis section is mandatory 

except when the. operator or other person in charge of the vehic]e de-

scribed in thi:; section J"c;·ciw•s di&lhliug injury making compliance impos-
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] · :'il1h· or when the spc~ific equipment required for warning puq10.scs is 

2 1k~l royc1l 01· danrngcd Lcyond the point of performing properly tho fuuc-

3 tio11 inll'11tktl pi·ovidc<l tliat. HICh injury 1lcstructiou or daniago occurs 

4 nt the time of arid ir1 coi1Hcction with the vchide disablement or other 

5 c•111erge11c,v stop for \vhi~h display of warning lights and devices is 

G rc~'jllircd by this ::::ection 

7 (11) No pNsoa ~hall at any time operate a vehicle transporting 

8 C':'ipfo:o:in1 S as fl l'llrf!O or part of :l C:lf~O 11p0ll a highway UllfoSS it carries 

9 tl1e rl'quircd 1111mher of rod fla~s rc.l electric l::mt1.m1s or portable 1·ed - .. 

10 • ':'..mc1:~l;11ey. retlcdors which must be kept in good condition and nt all 

. ' 
11 timC's lie capahle of 111cdi11g the visil1itity rc<1uircmcnls provitlctl by 

12 suh~cclion (a)_ 

13 (i) Xo portable red crncrgen!!Y reflector shall he used for tho pur-

14 11orn of C'Omplinnl'c with the requirements of this section un1css it is so 

15 1lP~ig11t•d mul co11strnC'tc1l as to i11elll!lc two (2) reflecting clements one 

16 (1) aho\'e thr other C'a('h of whic11 slrnll he capal1Je of reflecting red 

17 light <.'!early \'h;iLlc from all distances \vithill six hunclre<l (600) feet to 

18 one h11111lrr1l (100) fc.c·t un<lcr normal atmosphcri<' conditio11s at night 

19 when directly in front of lawful upper beams of head Jnmps antl unles~ 

20 it has been approved by the secretary as required by sub:;eC'tion (c) 
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· 1 Pepalty Any o;¥ncr or operator who shall fail to comply with ·any 

. . . 

2 of the 1irovisions of this ~C'ction shnll upon summary con\'iction before · 

8 a niagistratc be scntencetl to pay a fine of twcnty·fixc dollars ($25.00) 

' and costs of prosecution an<l in def a ult of the payment thereof sliall 

G undergo im!;risonment for not mote than ten (10) days 

6 S1~~tion 1012 [Signals on Starting Stopping or Turning 

7 (a) The driwn· uf a1iy ,·ehidc upon a highway before starting 

8 stopping or turniug from a .tired line slrnll first sco that such movement 

g c:au he rnarl_c in safety and if any pedestrian rnny be affected by such 

10 n10\·cmcnt shall give a dearly audible signal by sounding the horn nnd 

11 whcnQvcr the operation of any other vohiclo approaching or following 

12 urn._r lJc affcctC'd by such movC'mcmt shall givo R ~ignal ns rl.'quirrd in 

13 this section plainly visible to tl1e tlri\'cr of €-lll'h other \'Chiclo of tho in-

14 tcntion to nwkc rnch mon•me111 

15 (li) The signal hernin rcqnirC'<l shnll he gh·cu by means of tho hand 

l6 au<l arm in the m:m1wr herein $j)<'<'ifie1l or hy nu nppro\'ed mcchnnil'nl or 

17 ('lcctrical sig1ial device of n type which at tl10 time of its uso is Approved 

IS hy the secretary 

19 (c) Whc11cn•r the signal is gh·C'n hy nwans of the hauJ and arm} 
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1 [tho driver shall indicate his intention to start stop or tum by extending 

2 the hand Rnd -arm horizo11tally from and beyond the loft side of the 

3 vehicle or if he is d~ivi;1g a dosed vehicle by his h_aud .-.nd arm in such 

4 a way as_ to be visible through tho wiridow in the rear of the vehicle 

5 (d) The secretary is hereby authorized to make rules and regula-

6 tions riot inconsistent with this act for the efficient administration C1f 

7 this section 

8 (e) All nicchani<'nl or clectrienl signal devices shall bo maintained 

9 At all times in go9d working order 

10 (f) No driver of any ve11icle upon a highway shall give a signal 

11 indicating a stop start or turn unless such signal is rcquip:~d by this 

12 act] Signals on Starting Stopping Turning Changing Lanes or Entering 

13 Traffic Stream 

14 (a) 'fho driver of any vehicle upon a highway before starting 

15 ~opping turning from c direct lino moving from one traffic Jane to 

16 !nother 01· cnterinl! the trnffic stream from a parked position shall first 

'< 

17 !_<'e tl1nt i-HC'h mon'mcnt C'an be marlo with safety 1£ any pedestrian may 

18 he atTe('fccl hy surh movement a dearl.v audiblo signal shall be given by 

19 sounding the horn Before making any such vehicle movement the driver 
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1 shall gh-c a pltiinly visible signal in the matiner described in this section 

2 Tho ~i~nAl ,;hall Lo giv('n ono hundred (100) feet in advance of and 

3 during tho turning mo\·cmcnt'or a lane change The si~l shall be given 

4 prior to mo\·cmcnt of tho vchido and prior to and during entry of t.h& 

5 
0

\'('hiclc into tJrn trnflic stream from a parked position Stopping signal& 

.. 

6 · ~hall bo given during the timo vchiclo speed is being reduced by braking 

7 ~h) Tho 1:1ignnl to indirntc starting turning changing lanes or entry 

8 . _int-0 tho traffic stream from a parked position shall be given by flashing 

9 front and rear sisnnl Jnn1ps on or at tho side toward which tho tum 

10 or otlwr \·cl;iclo movcmt'nt is made Tho stopping sigllal shall be given 

11 h.~· lighting :;tc:tcly-lrnrning signal Jnmps on the rear of the vehicle or 

12 combination of vchicll's when the service (foot) brake is applieJ Signal 

13 lamps shall be lighted bv clectriC'ity and shall be of a typo wl1ich Rt the 

14 time of mo is npprove<l. hv tho secretary 

15 (c) If rcquirc1l signnl lnmps do not function or function 1mprop<'rly 

16 dne to cleC'tri('a) or medurnieal defect the driver shall extend his hnnd 

17 and arm from the left side of the vehicle in the following manner to 

18 i111lir:itc as st:1t(•d 

19 (1) Left turn or other Yehicle mO'nmrnnt towar11 left lfoml tlnrl 

20 arm cxtcrnlcd horizontallv 

. ' 
•',, 
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(2) Hight turn or other vehicle movement toward right Hand 

aod ann extended upward 

(3) Stop or decrease ~pee<l Hand and arm cxtencfo<l downward 

When signaJ lamps aro functioning properly irnnd And nrm t'ignnls ·may 

be given to supplement but not in lieu of use of signal ltlmps 

(d) The secretary is hereby authorized to make rnlcs nntl regula­

tions not inconsistent with this act for the efBcient ndm\nistrntion of 

this sc~tion 

(e) Signal lamps and signaling systems shall bo maintained at all 

times iu good_~orking onfer 

(f) No clri,·cr of any vehicle U}lQil a highway shall gh·o a signs!· 

i11Cllrating a stint stop tum fanc change or entry into the traffic stream 

unle~s rnd1 ~i~mlll is n'qnirrc1 b.v this ad 

Penalty Any person violating any of the provisions of suLrnction 

(a) (b) (c) (c) or (f) of this section shall upon summary conviction before 

a magistrate b~ sentenced to pay a fine of ten dollars ($10.00) and costs 

of prosecution and in def a ult of the payment thereof slrnH unrlcrgo 

impl'isonment for not more than five (5) days 

Section 5 The provisions of this act shall take effect in thh·ly daya 

as to vehicles and tractors initially registered in Penusykania after 
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1 tho effccth·e dato of this act As to vehicles and tractors initially regis-

2 
,, 

tercrl in Pt:'nnsyh·auia prior to the effective date of this act "tho act 

3 t1hnll take effect April 30 1962 

We C('lrt.iry that thu bill hu passM th~ Senate and the Ifoute .I 

~preeentatin1. 
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