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TRB GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 342 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

)1ESSHS. SAHHAF, l>EYLIX, PECIL\N, ', 1 A~llEI. AXI> no~Ol.OW, 
IX PLACE, )lAHCH tj, HIGl. 

~II{. 3kCHEESll, CO)DI ITT EE OX PUBLIC II EA LTll A XD 
WELFAHE, AS .. UIEXI>ED, .Jl~XE G, 1!11.H. 

AN ACT 
Providing for tJ1c certification by the Secretary of Health of opciators 

in responsible charge of water supply systc>ms and water treat-

ment plants specifying the classifications of water supply systems 

and water treatment plants and the grades of certificates for 

operators thereof requiring that only certified operators may 

operate certain plants and systems providing .for revocation and 

suspension of certificates and providing for penalties and civil 

relief 

EIPUNAJ'ION--CAPITAL LETTERS lndlcate new matter added t-0 blll. MAUer i;bltktfl tflreugh 
ts to be omitted from bUl. 
Underscorln~ lnd!c-ates new ms.tter added to exlsttng law. [Brackets] lndlcate matter 
stricken Crom etistlng law. 
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The General Assembly of tho Common.wealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 

1 Secti-0n 1 Short Title This act shall be known and may be cited as 

2 the 11\Vater \Vorks Operators Certification Act" 

3 Section 2 Definitions The. following words and phrases when m<'d 

4 in this act unles:3 the context clearly indicates otherwise shall have 

5 the meaning~ ascribed to them in this section 

6 (1) "Secretary" The Se-0retary of Health <;>f the Commonwealth 

7 (2) "Department" The Department of Health of the Common-

8 wealth 

9 (3) "Water Purveyor" Any agency of the Commonwealth munic-

10 pality public corporation authority pl'ivato corporation com-

11 pany firm partnership association institution estate or indi-

J 2 vidual which derives treats conveys or distributes water for 

13 potable or domestic purposes to the public 

14 ( 4) "Water Supply System" A system comprising structures which 

15 operating alone or with other structures results in the deriva-

16 tion oonveyance or distribution of water for potable or domeg-

17 tic purposes t-0 the public this definition does not include a 

18 water treatment plant 
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(5) "Water Treatment Plant" Any structure or strnctures by 

2 means of which water tnior to discharge info a' wat~r supply 

3 SJ~tl'm is subjected (O the -addition Or TC'ffiO\"a} of R substance 
; 

4 or subsfancrs in ortlcr to enhance the safety or suitability ~f 

5 the water 

. 
6 (6) "\Vnter W01·ks Opcrntor'' Any person in respousible charge 

7 of one or more water supply systems or water treatment plants 

8 whose duty it is to supon-iso the safet:y and quality of the water 

9 served thereby 

10 

11 lith·af(• in 111·1·cmlt1111'I' with t)ii,- ;Wf OH (11) 18 .\ 'HEGTS~ 

12 · TEHEJ> PHOFE8HIO~ ,\I. E:\«l I:\ EEH 

: i 
13 Section 3 Administration The pro\'isions of this act shall be admin-

14 - istered by the Secretary o{ Jlcnlth 

15 Section 4 Duties of the Secretary of Hralth The Sec.retary ~f 

16 · Health shal1 be empowered to recei\'C aml pass upon applications (~1 

17 certification of water works opeJ·ators according to the plant cla.ssificatiJJ 

18 scheme and the operators' grading e<'hl'me set forth hrrein to hold w.JtL 

J 9 ten or oral examinations as may be deemed nec~ssary fo determine th~ 

I '~ 
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I fitness of a candidate for certification to iss11c certificates to revoke 

2 

3 

4 

-~ 

{) 

7 

8 

9 

10 

suspend or reinstate certificates after proper hearing to determine the 

number and class of water supply systems Qr water treatment plants 

which may be supervised by a single certified operator .to initiate and 

receive complaints to compel attendance of witnesses and the produc· 

tion of books and records and to set up such administrative procedures 

as are necessary to carry out the purposes of this act and to administer 

the provisions of the act 

The Sccretar.v of Health shall compile nnd keep current a roster 

showing the names and addresses 0£ the water works operators ccrti· 

11 . fled under this act whfoh shall be published at least once every two (2) 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

_years Copies of this roster shall be mailed to each certificate holder 

.and be. furnished to other persons upon request 

Section 5 Classification of Water Treatment Plants and Water Sup-

ply Systems 

(a) "Class A" shall mean all water treatment plants which serve 

an average of more than ten million gallons per day provided 

that if filtration is utilized this classification applies to all sm~h 

treatment plants which serve an average of more than five 

million gallons per day 
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1 (b) "Clas.i B" shall mean all water treatment pJants which serve · 

an average of between 5,000,000 and 10~000,000 gallons per 

day provided that if filtration is utilized this. classification ap- · 

plies t-0 all such water treatment plants which serve an average 

of between 110001000 and 5,000,000 gallons per day 

6 (c) "Clsss 0" shall mean all water trentment plants which serve 

'1 up to an average of five million gallons per day provided 

8 that if filtration is utiliz<'d this classification applies to all such 

9 water treatment plants which serve ~n average of less than 

10 one million gallons per day 

11 (d) "Class D" shall mean all water treatment plants nGt ~overed 

12 by "Classes A B and C" and all water supply S)stems 

13 Section 6 Eligibility Requirements of Applicants for Certification as 

14 Operators Any person applying for certification as the op-0rator of 

15 a water supply system or water treatment plant shall have successfully 

16 completed at least the sixth grade and shall normally have had at least 

17 the minimum number of years experience in charge of the operation of a 

18 plant of the same or higher classification or in charge of the operation 

19 during any shift or as a responsible assistant to the person in charge 
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1 of the operation as follows Class "A" plant J 2 years Class "B'' p11mt 

2 10 years Class "C'' plant 8 years Class "D'' plant 4 years provided that 

3 (1) For successful completion of ea<'h ~rade aho,·e the sixth grade 

4 the -e~perience required aboYe may be reduced by six months 

5 (2) :For successfol completion of each '" a·tcr w· 01·ks Short Course 

6 of at least thirty hours duration or equh·alent which is ac-

7 ceptable to the Secrehn·y the experience required above may be 

8 reduced by six. months '· 

9 (3) For the successful con1pletlon of ea('h Coi-respondence Course 

. ~' 

10 in sanitary engineering or water $upjlly trl~ahnent which is 

11 acceptable· to the Secretary the experience req1iired ~above ma~' 

12 ·be reduced· by one year 

13 (4) .'}'or· Cll('h )'ear's'·successfu} c01ripletion of college <!OUrses ii1 

14 chemistry biolOgical science or other scientific subjects closely 

15 ~ · allied to the field of water treatment the experience required 

16 above may be reduced by six months 

17 (5) For each year's successful completion' -·of colleg·e : corirses in· 

18 sanitary' civil chemical 'or public health engineering the experP 

19' ence required above may be· rednce·u ·by one year .. · 
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(6) For eal'h advanced college degree h1 engineeriiig chemh~try or 

other ~cientific rnbjects closely allied . to the field 0£ water 

treatment the experience required above may be r~duccd by 

one year 

.. 5 (7) For each year's experience as a sanih\Q' cngh1eer in the ficM 

~ of water treatment the experience required above may be 

'7 reduced by one year 

:8 (8) Experience in the operation 0£ ·water treatment plants of 

"9 different classitlcations or experience in the design construction 

'\O or operation of water ~ewage or industrial waste treatment 

11 plants may be evaluatecl by the Secretary and applied to re-

12 duce the minimum oxpericnce requirements set forth 

13 (9) The holder of a restricted certificate granted under the pro-

·14 vh;iom• of :-rrtion 7 mny i:1ppl,Y for rPrtification as the operator 

:15 of a water works of the same or next higher plant classifica-

16 tion without regard to the minimum experience and educational 

17 rcquil'ements provi<lcd in section 6 

J8 The reductions nllowed hy clauses (1) (2) {3) (4) (5) {6) and 

. l !J (7) shall not reduce the minimum required actual operating exp~rienca 

_:W to less than the following 
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2 years for Class "A" plants 

1 year ior Class "B" plants 

6 months for Class "0" plants 

Section 1 Restricted Certificates Any person who at the time of" 

the passage of this act is employed as operator of a water treatment 

6 
plant or water supply system in Pennsyh-ania as defined in Section 2 may 

7 

8 

9 

tnake application for a restricted certificate which would permit him to· 

operate only the plant or system in which he is employed at the time of 

the p:tssa~c of this act 11otwithst~rnlin~ the prm·isions of sectfon (j 'J'he 

· Secretary of Health shall issue such restricted certificate without ex-
10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

nminatiou upon submission of an application and payment of the required 

fee 

No applications for restricted certificates may be made to the Sec-

retary of Health after two years from flie effective date of this act No. 

restrictecl certificates shall be issued in response to applications received 

after that date 

Section 8 Certification Examination and Issuance of Certificate The· 

Secretary of Health shall cause written or oral examinations to be made-
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1 p11q1o~l' of cll'll'l'l11i11ing tl1l' ~1nalifiC'atiolls of l'ligil>le applicants for t·l·rti-

2 fi<'Rtion as operators o{ water treatment plants and water supply sys-

3 tcms And shall .only upon the applicants' suocessful completion of such 

. . 
4 examinRtions issue said applicants oortificates of the appropriate grades 

5 Section 0 lfociprocity Tho Sccref~r~· of Health may issue certific11.tcs 

6 without C'xnminntion to npplicants who hold valid certificates issued 

17 unc1cr 'Vat er Works Operators Certification J,aws of any other state. fer-

8 l'itory or tho District of Columbia 1novidP.d the out-of-state certificate 

9 was issuctl as fl result of the successful passing of au examination cquiva-

10 lent to tltc cxflmination giv<>n by the Secretary for the same grade E}jgi· 

11 l1ility requirements o{ applicants for certification as operators set forth 

12 i11 ~1·1'1 i1111 li :'!1all apply tu ;tll i,;ul'h applicants 

18 Section 10 .Fees Each application for certification as operntord 

l' shall Lo accompanied by a fee of five dollars ($5) Certificates shall ex-

15 pire on the last day of December_ following their issuance or renewal 

16 and must be renewed annually in the manner prescribed by the Sccrc· 

17 tary of Health The renewal fee shall be two dollars ($2) 

·is Section 11 Suspension and Revocation The Secretary may suspend 

]9 or i·evoke the certificate of any operator if he has found said operator 

342-8,V-2 I 
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1 to be incompet€nt to operate a plant or system of the classification for 

2 which he is certified or to have wilfully neglected his duty in the opera-

3 tion of any plant or system or t-0 have disregarded or disobeyed the law-

4 fol orders rules ·or regulations of the Secretary relative to ccrtific.atiou or 

5 the lawful orders of the Pennsyhania Department of Health rc]ativc 

6 to water works 

7 · The procedure to be followed in the suspension and revocation of 

8 certificates and in appeals taken from actions of the Seeretary of Health 

9 shall be that prescrib€d by the act of June 4 1945 (P I .. 1388) known 

10 as the "Administrative Agency Law" and its amendments 

11 Section 12 Practice of 'Vater 'Vorks Operation 

12 (a) After two years from the effective date of this act no person 

13 shall discharge the duties of an operator tts herein defi1wd 

14 of a water treatment plant or water supply system unless he 

15 rn ,\ HECISTEHED PHOFESSIOXAL EXOINEEH on 

16 holds a valid certificate from the Secretary of Health for the 

17 operation o{ a treatment plant or system of that classification 

18 or higher or a restricted certificate for that particular plant 

19 
or system or has filed a valid applic.ation for a restricted c.er-

---,-, 
;(_~-
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1 t itk·.1tc ns_ proviJctl for llllllcr section 7 which application ha.s 

2 noi been acted upon by the Secretary 

3 (b) In -the event of _!n emergency or unusual circUmstances at a 

4 water treatment plant or water supply system- which result 

--

5 in the plant or system being temporarily without the services 

6 of a certified operator of the required grade the Secretary 

7 may in the case of a Class "A" "B" ()r "0'' plant issue a 

8 lc•111pornry l'ertifiral(' for tire operation of such plant vali<l 

9 for a period of six months to an operator holding a certificate 

10 not more than one grade lower than that required for the 

11 plant involved and in the case of a Class "D'' plant a tern-

12 porary c.ertificate for the operation of su<.\h plant valid :for a 

13 period of one year To continue in responsible drnrie of a water 

14 treatment plant or system beyoml the expiration date of a 

16 temporary certificate the l1oldcr t11ereof must qualify ior a 

16 regular certificate of the required grade prior to tl1e expiration 

17 date -0£ tho temporary ce1·tificate . 

18 (c) 'l'he Pennsylvania Department of H£'alth is hereby empow-

19 ercd to require water purvc.yors to place water treatment plants 
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1 and water supply systems under the responsible- charge of 

2 certified operators as provided by this act 
i . . 

3 Section 13 Penalties Any person or water pun-eyor who viol11te3 

4 any provisions of thls act shall _upon conviction thereof in any summary 

.a proceeding be sentenced _to pay a fine Of uot loss than fifty dollars ($50) 

6 and costs nor more than one hundred dollars {itOO) and costs 

7 For the purpose of this section each day that an offense continues 

8 sha11 be construed to constitute a separate offense 

9 Section 14 Civil Helie£ The Secretary of Health upon the advice 

10 of the Attorney General may maintain an action in the name of the 

11 Commonwealth for an injunction or other process agllinst any person or 

12 water purveyor to restrain or prevent SH<'h person or water purveyor from 

13 violating the provisions of this act or any order rule or regulation of 

14 the Secretary pursuant to the provisions of this act such action shall 

15 be brought in the name of the Commonwealth 

16 Section 15 Effective Date The provisions of this act shall become 

17 effective immediately upon final enactment 
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We t·ertify that this bill hati J1at1!.'~d rlw Rl•11utl> 1rnd tho Hou;;e of 

RepreM'11tative1. 

• • • • • e • • • • • • I • • e • • • • • • • 11 • • • e I • • • • • • I • • • • 

Chief Clerk, Benat~' 1 

............................... " ....... . 
Presit.lent pro tempore, Sena~ 

• • • • • • • • • • e • • • • • II " • " • e " • " • • I • I'• • e ....... • 

Si~aker, Hou~e of Representati7Ell" 

A ppru\·1·11 Tlw ........ day of • . . . . . . • . • . • . . . . . • . . . . A. D. 1961-

........................................ 
Governor-
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