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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 344 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

~[ESSHS. S.:\HHAF, llEYLlN, PECIL\X A"ND DONOI.O,V, 
IN PLACE, )IAUCII G, 1901. . 

)IJt )lcCllKESH, CO~D.llTl'EE ON PUBJ .. IC HEALTH AND 
'VELFARE, AS AMENDED, JUNE G, lQGL · 

AN ACT 
Providing for the certification by the Sanitary Water Board of operators 

in responsible C'hargo of sewage treatment plants spedfying 

the classifications of sewage treatment plants and the grades of 

h certificates for operators thereof requiring that only certified 

operators may operate certain plants providing for revocation 

1.. and suspension of certificates and providing for penalties and 

civil relief 

EDLANATION--CAPITAL LETI'ERS Indicate new matter added to bUI. Matter etrltllen lhPellth 
18 to be omitted from but. 
Undersrorlng indicates new matter added to extatlng la.w. (Braeketa] lndtcate mr.tw 
strtclten trom ex!stlng Jaw. 
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The General As~embly of the Commom\·calth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts ::u follows 

Section 1 Short Titlo Thia act shall be known and may be cited a3 

the "S~wage W' orks Opcrntors Cc1,titication Act" 

_ Section 2 Dcfinitio11s 

(a) The following wol'Js and phrases when used in this act unleSJ 

the <!ontext dearly indicates otherwise shall have the meanings aseribe1l 

to them in this section 

(1) "Department" the Department of Health 

(2) "Board" the Sanitary 'Vater Board 

(3) "Sewage Treatment I>Jant" a plant designed to treat sewage 

and discharge the efHuent to waters of the Commonwealth 

(4) "Owner'' any munidpality or person as herein defined which 

owns operates or owns and operates a sewage treatment plant 

(5) "Municipality'' shall include any county county authority 

'14 ·municipal authority city borough town township school district and in-

15 -stitntion as herein definecl 

16 (6) "Iustitution" sha11 include healing preventive mental health 

A. 7 .educa tiona.1 correctional and penal institutions almshouses and county 



l and city homes opcratc<l by the State or any political suLclivishm tl1ereof 

2 aml whose sewage is not admitkd to a public sewer system -

4 ship association or private corporation 

5 (8) "Operator'' :my person who opcratrs or directl:; snpervist3s the-

6 operntion of a sC'wagc treatment plant an1l who ]$ dirl'ctly responsible· 

- ' 

7 for its opl'ration and the qlrnlity of the cffinent thcre>from 

8 (!l) "C'ertifi<'ate" a <'e>rtifi<>ate fasm•1l by the ~a nit ary \Yater Board' 

I 

9 authorizing the person uamed tl1erein to operate a sewage treatment 
' .. 1 • 

11 (IO) "('EBTI Fl El> OPEIL\TOH" .\X Y PEH~OX WHO (I} 
.. r 

12 1101.l>S .:\ V .\I.I I> C'EHTI FIC';\TE IX ,\<'<.'OHDA XCE WI'l'H THIS 
. •' 

I '·' ·, 

13 .\(''J' OH (II) 18 .\ HE018TEHEI> PHOFESf'IOX AL EXGI~ln~n 

14 (b) The following words shall have the meanings as<'ribed to them 
·.- \ 

15 in the "Glos.£ary "\Vater and Sewage Control Engineering" prepare<l by 
'r 

16 the Joint Committee rcp1·esenting the American Public Health Assocfa-· 
• t 

17. tion the American Society of Civil Engiueers the American \V.ate:c 
. ; ._ . 

18 \Yorks Association and the Federation of Sewage Works Associations· 

j 9 (\Yater Pollution Control Federation) as compile,l in 1945 "sewage" 
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"activated sludge" ,"chemical precipitation" "sedimentation" "biological 

filtration" 

Section 3 Administration The pro\•isions of this. act. shall be tid· 

TIH' Bo~ml :>h:1ll mak{• rnlt·:i 111111 n'g11lntio11~ C'::tnhli~hing minimum 

qnalifi<'ations as to cduration nn<l <>xpcriencc of applicants for certificatcl'l 

requiring written and/or oral examinations to determine the qualifica· 

tions of applknnts fo1· cC'rtiticates aml providing for the issuance of 

C('rtifi('ates Thc Roi\r<l s1tnll l'C'\'okc Sll!lpend or reinstate certificates after 

proper hearing shall initiat<1 1md reeeive complaints to compel attendance 

of witnesses ancl tho proclnction of books and records 

The Department .llhntl compile and keep current a roster showing 

the names and addresses of tho sewage plant operator~ certified under 

this act which shall be published at least once every two (2) years Copies 

of this roster shall bo mailed to csch certificate holder and be furnished 

to other pcr~ons upon request 

Section 4 Minimum Experience Required for Certification Experi­

ence shall mean the number of years in charge of the operation of a 

sewRgo trt>atment pl:mt or in charge of the operation during any shift 
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1 or as a responsiblo assistant to the person in charge of the operation 

2 Thn experience required shall be related to the education training and 

3 experience needed to operate the dasses of sewage treatment plants sel 

4 forth in section 5 The minimum t'xpcrience rc1p1ired hy the lloanl slwll 

5 not (•xccc1l nor Lt• ll'ss titan that set forth in section ll 

6 Section 5 Classification of Sewage Treatment Plants For the pur· 

7 JlOSes of this act n11 sewage treatmrnt plants will be classified as follows 

8 (1) "Class A" shall mean all sewage treatment plants having a 

9 design ca1>acity of twenty million gallons daily or more whose operation 

,._ 

10 depends substantially upon the use of activated sludge or chemical pre· 

11 cipitation 

12 (2) "Class B" shall mean all sewage treatment plants having a 

13 design capacity of seven and one-half million gallons daily or more bqt 

14 less than twenty million gallons daily whose operation depends sub-

15 sfantially upon the use of activated sludge or chemical precipitatio~ 

16 and all sewage treatment plants having a design capacity of twenty mil-

17 lion gallons daily or more whose operation depends substant~ally upon 

18 the use of sedimentation or biological filtration 

19 (3) "Class 0" shall mean all sewage treatment plants having a 

20 design capacity of one and one-half miHion gallons daily or more but 
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less than se\'en and 011c-hal£ million gallons daily whose operation de-

pends substantially upon the use of actirnted sludge or chemical precipi-

3 tation and all sewage treatment pJants having a <lcsign capacity of seven 

4 and one-half million gallons tlaily or more bnt less than twenty million 

gallons daily whose operation depends substantially . upon· the use of 

6 sedimentation or biological filtration 

7 (4) "Class D" shall mean n11 sewage treatment plants having a 

design capacity of two hundred thousand gAllons daily or more bnt less 

9 than one and one·hAlf million gaHons daily who.rn operation <le1lends 
.. 

10 substantially upon the use of Rcti\'at<'d sludge or chemical precipitation 

, ' 
11 and all sewage treatment plants Jrn,·i11g a .te5ign capacity of one and one-

\ . ~ 
• ! 

12 · half million gallons daily or more lmt less than se,·cn and one-half million 

13 gnllons daiiy whose operation depend~ substantially upon the use of 

14 . sccli~entati~~ or biological filtration 

,·, 

15 (:l) "ClaM R" shall mean all sewage treatment plants having a 

. . . 

16 design capacity of twenty thousand gallons daily or more but less than 

17 two hundred thousand gallons daily whom operation depends substan-

. , .. 
18 tially upon the use of activated sludge or chemical precipitation and all 

19 sewage treatment plants having a design capaeity of two hundred thou-

2J sand gallons daily or more but less than one and one-half million gallons 
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daily who5e operation depends substantially upon the use -.;/ sedimcnta· -

tion or biological filtration 

(6) "Class :F" shall mean nil sewage trratment plants having a 

.4 design capacity of less than twenty thomand gallons dni_ly wlto5u opern· 

.5 tion depends substantially upon the use of activated shulgo or d1emi~•tl 

precipitation and all sewage treatment plants ha.ving a design r111ml'it:o· 

of less than two hundred thousand ga1lons daily whose operation 1h'pen1h 

.s substantin1ly upon sedimentation or biological filtration 

9 Section G Hange of )finimmn QuaHRcations The minimum 1£>ngth 

·10 of experience required by the Sanitary 'V ater Board for cGrtification of 

·11 app1icr.nts shall not be more than twelve years nor less than two :years 

12 for Class A plants more than ten years nor less than one year for Class 

B plants more than eight years nor less than six months for Clas:; C 

14 plants m1Jre thim six years nor less than six months for Class D pliints 

:15 more than two years for Class }~ plants more than one year for Class F 

:16 plents 

:17 In establishing minimum experience i·equirements within the ranges 

18 stated above tho Sanitary \Vater Board may make reasonable allowanco 

19 for education for training in the field of sewage treatment and for 

.20 training and experience in allied fields 

• 3 • • r -:a - . 
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Section 7 Ucstrictcd Certificates Any person who· at the time -of 

tho passage of this act is employed as operator of s sewage treatmellt 

cNtificatc whid1 would permit him to operate only the pbnt in which he 

is cmployC'<l at the time of the passage of this act The board shall issue 

su<'h restricted ccrtificato without examination upon submission of an 

RJlplication and payment of the required fee 

The holder of a restricted certifieate may apply for certification as 

the operator of n sewage treatment plant of the f.ame or next higher plant 

dnssification without regard to the minimum education and experience· 

No restricted certificates slrnll be issued in response to applications 

submitted more than two years after the effective date of this act 

~('••lion ~ lkC'iprocit~· The Bo:ml may isrne ('ertifiC'aks without 

examination to applicants who hold valid certificates issued under sewage· 

treatment plant operat.ors certification laws of any other state terri· 

tory or tho District of Columbia provided the out-of·state certificate 

was issued as a result of the successful passing of an examination equiva· 

l<'ut to tho examination given by the hoard for the same grade Eligibility-

I 
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requirements of applicants for certification as operators as set forth in 

section 6 ~hall apply to all such applicants 

.. 
Section 9 Fees Each application for certification as <>perat-Or shall 

be accompanied by a fee of five dollars ($5) Certificates shall expire on 

the last day of December :following their issuance or renewal and must ., 

be renewed annually in the manner prescribed by tho Board The renewal 
: ! 

fee shall be two d-01lars ($2) 

Section 10 Suspension aml Uc,·ocation Tho Do.ard may suspend or 

revQke the certificate of any operatoi: if it ha~ found said ~perator to be 
. . ~ . . ' . . 

;> 

faoompetent to operate a plant of the . classification for which he is . '· , '. 
' . : 

certified or to have wilfully neglected his duty jn the opcratiop .of any 

plant or t-0 have disregarded or disobeyed the lawful ordors rules or 

regulations of the Board relative to certificatio~ or to se~rngo treatment 
. . . 

plants. 

The procedure to be followed in the suspension and revocation of 

certificates imd in appeals taken from actions of tho ~oard sl1all be that 

prescribed by the act approved June 4 1945 (P L 1388) known as the 

"Administrative Agency Law'' and its ~mendments 

Section 11 PracHce of Sewage Plant O~ratfon After two yoars 

344-SW-2 . ' 

t 
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-1 from the cff ectivo date of this act no person shall discharge tho duties 

2 
of au operator as herein defined of a sewage treatment plant unless ho 

3 
JS A HEOISTEHED PHOFJ.:SSlONAl~ l~NGINl~ER OH holds a 

4 
Yalitl ccrtificatu from the Board for tho operation of a treatment plant 

5 
of that clas..,.ith·ation 01· higher or a rcstrictcll certificate for that par-

6 
ticu1ar plant or has filed a vali1I appJication for n resh'ictcd certificate 

7 
as provided for unilcr srction 7 whir11 fl}lplication has not been acted 

8 
upon by tho Jfoard 

9 
Section 12 Temporary CertifiC',ates Jn the event of an emergency 

10 
or unusual circumstances at a sewage treatment plant which results ill .·. 

11 
the p1ant1P being temporarlly without the services of an operator holding 

12 
a rnli<l l•ertiticatc c>f the rc1piirc<l gratlc the Ifoat·d may issue :1 temporary 

13 
certificate for the operation of such plant valid for a period of aix months 

14 
t-0 any person selected by the owner who upon being int<;rviewcd by a 

15 
duly nppointl'J rcp1·csc11t;ltirn of the Boar.I is· deemed by such reprc-

16 
sentativo to be eiipnble o{ operating tho plnnt involved pending the 

17 
employment of a certified operator No plant may continue to be operated 

18 
by any holder of a temporary certifiQato for more than six months 

19 
Scct'ion 13 The Sanitary \Vater Boarcl is hereby empowered to 

20 
i·equire owners of sewage treatment. plants t-0 place such plants under 
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the tlircct supcrns10n of certified 01wrntors nntl the Jfoanl may hy 

rt:gulation determine tho 1mmLcr nrnl clnM of sewage treatment plants 

whirh may be supervised by a single certified operator 

Section 14 Penalties Any person or owner who violates ftny of 

tho prodsions of this act shall upon con\'iction thereof in any summary 

proc~eding be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50) 

and costs nor more than one hundred dollars ($100) and costs 

For the purpose of this section each day that an offense c-0ntinucs 

Bhall be construed to constitute a separate Qffense 

Section 15 Gi\'il HcJid Tho Hoard upo1i the advice of tho Attorney 

General may maintain an action in the name of the Commonwealth for 

an injunction or other process against any person or ownor of a sewage 

treatment plant from \'iolnting tho provi1'ious ~f this act or any ~rd(}r 

mlc or r<'g11latio11 of tlw Bo;ml pm101rn11t 11) tho }ll'll\'isio1is of this act 

Such action shall bo brought in t11c 11t1mo of tho Commonwealth 
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\Ve certify tl1at this bill has pas8~d tho Senate and the House of 

Representatives. 

Chief ClEJrk, Senate I 
• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ·i .......... -•• 

................................ " ...... . 
President pro temporc, Senate 

................ " ... ' .................. . 
Speaker, House of Hepresentat.ives 

Approved 'l'ho ....•... day of ...•..•••..•••••••••.• A. D. 1961. 

...................... •, ................ . 
Governor 

I 

!' 


