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THE GEN ERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No.»r 34 S‘i“;’?{"

MESSRS. SARRAF, DEVLIN, PECHAN AND DONOLOW,
IN 1’1,‘\0},, MARCII 6, 1961,

AS AMENDED OXN THIRD READING, JUNE 28, 1901.

AN ACT

Providing for the certification by the Sanitary Water Board of oporators
in responsible charge of sewage treatment plants specifying
the classifications of sewage treatment plants and the grades of

certificates for operators therecof requiring that only certified

operators may operate certain plants providing for revocation

and suspension of certificates and providing for penalties and

civil relief

EXPLANATION—OAPITAL wr'xm tndicate new matter added to b, Matter steleken-through
is to be omitted from bil|
Underscoring {ndicates tuw matter added to existing law, [Brackets) indieate matter

stricken from existing law.
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The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pernsylvanis

Lereby enacts as follows

Scetion 1 Short Title This act shall be known and way be-cited as

the “Sewage Wérks Operators Certiﬁca(ioﬁ Act” |
| ,Sc’ctipnﬂ Definitions

(a) The following words and phrases when used in this act unless
the context clearly indicates otherwise shall have the meaﬁings aseribed
to} ihem in this section

(1) “Department” the Depariment of Health |

(2) “Board” the Sanitafy Water Board

(8) “Sewage Treatment Plant” a plant Ailesigllei!‘ ti frea{t sewége
and discharge the effluent to waters of the Commonwealth

(4) “Owner” any munivipality or porson as herein defined which
owns operates or owns and op;erates a sewage treatment plant

(5) ‘“Municipality’” shall include any county county authority
municipal authority city borough town township school district and in-
stitution as herein defined

(6) “Institution” shall include healing preventive mental health

educational correctional and penal institutions almshouses and county
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and city homes’ope"ratcd by the State or any pt‘)li-tvihc‘a'l subdivision t}lereof
and whose sewage is m‘)ti admitted to‘a’»publi};ise\\'c‘r éyétom :

(7 “Person” shall he constyued to im-lnik nn;\" person co-partner-
ship association or privﬂté corporation
(8) “Operator” any person who opcm‘tOs or dircetly supevvises the
operation of a sewage treatment p]arnt and who is ;lircctly responsible
for its operation and the quality of the bt;ﬂhlr("nt‘ theréfrom
(9) “Certificate” a certificato issued ly the Sm_xjtnry»Water Beard
authorizing the person named therein to operate & sewage tfeatment

plant

(10) “Certiticd Operator” any person who (1) holds a valil cerliﬁoi

.

cate in accorduuce with this act or (113 is u registered prof(?ssionalﬁ
engineer

(b) The following words shall have the meanings ascribed to them

in the “Glossary Water and Sewage Control Enginieering” prepared by

the Joint Committee ropresenting the Ameriean Public Health Associa-

tion the American Society of Civil Engineers the American \Water

Works Association and the Federation of Sewage Works Associations

(Water Pollation Control Federation) as compiled in 1945 “sewage”
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“getivated sludge” “chemical precipitation” “sedimentation” “biological

filiration”

Section 3 Administration The” provisions of this act shall be ad-

ministered and enforced by the Department in accordance with the rules
and regulations of the Board

The Board shall make rules and regulations establishing mininu_nm
qualifications as to education and expericnce of applicants for certificates
?equiring written and/or oral examinations to determine the qualifica-
tions of applicants for certificates and providing for the issuance of
certiﬁoﬁfes The Board shall revoke suspend or reinstate certificates after

proper hearing shall initiate and receive complaints to compe} attendance

of witnesses and the production of books and records

The Department shall compile and keep current a roster showing
the names and addresses of the sewage plant operators certified under
this act which shall be published at least once every two (2) years Copies
of this roster shall be mailed to each certificate holder and be furnished
to other persons upon request

Section 4 Minimum Experience Required for Certification Experi-
ence shall mean the number of years in charge of the operation of a

sewage treatment plant or in charge of the operation during any shift
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or as a responsible assistant to the porson in cinarg‘o of tho operation

The expericnce required shall be related to the education training and

experience needed to operate the classes of sowago treatment plants set

-

forth in section 3 The minimum ('xlrol'it'llt'u required by the Board shall
not exceed wor be less than that set forth in seetion ¢

Seotion § Classification of Sewage Treatment Plants For the pur
poses of this act all sowage !rc:itmont plants will be classified as folléws

- (1) “Class A” shall mean all sewago treatment plants having a

design capacity of twenty million gallons daily or more whose operation
depends substantially upon thé use of activated slﬁdge or chemical pre-
cipitation

(2) “Class B” shall mean all sewage treatment plants having a
design capacity of seven and one-half willion gallons daily or more but
less than twenty million gallons daily whose operation depends sub-
stantially upon the use of activated sludge or chemical precipitation
and all sewage treatment plants having a design capacity of twenty mil-
lion gallons daily or more whose operation depends substantially upon
the use of sedimentation or biological filtration

(8) “Class C” shall mean all sewage treatment plants having a

design capacity of one and one-half million gallons daily or more but
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~leaa than seven and onc-half million gallons daily whose operation de-

pends siibstantially upon the use of activated sludge or chemical precipi-
tation and all sew'*ag'eAtreatmcnt plants having a design capacity of—sex'eh
and onc-half million gallons daily or more but less than tienty million

gallons daily whose operation depends substantiglly ‘upon the use of

- sedinientation or biological filtration

(4) “Class D” shall mean all sewage treatment plants having a

design’ capacity of two hundied thousand gallons daily or more but less

than one and one-half million gallons daily whose operation depend;
substantially upon the use of activated sludge or chemieal precipitation
and all sewage treatment plants lm\‘in;;r a design capacity of one and one-
half million grllons daily or mare but less than seven and one-half million
gallons daily whose operation depends substantially upon the use of

sedimentation or biologiedl filtration

(6) *Class E” shall mean all sewage trcatment plants having a

design capacity of twenty thousand gallons daily or more but less than

two hundred thousand gallons daily whose operation depends substan-
tially upon the use of activated sludge or chemical precipitation and all
sewage treatrient plants having a design capacity of two hundred thou-

sand gallonis daily or more but less than one and one-half million gallons
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daily whose ‘operation depends substdntiélly upon the use of sedimenta-

tion or biological ﬁhraﬁou -

(8) “Class ¥”’ shall mean all sewage ‘trealment plant; ha?'iné a
deéign cs;paeity of less than twenty thousand gallons daily whose opera-
‘tion depends substantially upon the use of gctivated sludge or chemical
precipitation and sl -sewage treatment plants having 2 desiga épaoity
of less than two hundred thousand gallons daily wl;oso operation depends
substantfﬁlly upon sedimentation or biological filtration

Section 6 Range of Minimum Qualitications The mininu»tv;ni length
of experience required by the Sun.ita‘ry Water Board for ceftiﬁcation of
applicants shall not be more than twelve years nor lesa than two years
for Class A plants more than ten years nor less than one year for Class
B plants more than cight years nor less thap'six.mo’nths for Class C
plauts more than six years nor less than zix months for Class D plants
more than two years for Class E plants mofe than one year forv Class F
plants

In establishing minimum experience requirements within the ranges
stat‘ed‘ above the Sanitary Water Board may make reasonable allowance

for education for training in the field of sewage . treatment. and for

* . training ‘and- experience in allled fields
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Section 7 Restricted Certificates Any person who at the time of

the passage of this act is employed as operator of a eewage treatment
plant-in -l’('/nn_syltvania as defined in section 2 may be issued a restricted
certificate which would permit him to operate only the plant in which he

is employed at the time of the passage of this act The board ehall issue

.such restricted certificate without examination upon submission of an

: app]icatioﬁ and payment of the required fee

The holder of a restricted certificate may apply for certification as
the operator of a sewage treatment plant of the same or ﬁext higher plant
classification without regard to the minimum education and oxperience
requirements provided in section 6

No restriated eertificaten chell be isened in reoponse to applieations
sibmitted more than two vears after the effeetive date of this aot AD-
PLICATIONS FOR RESTRICTED CERTIFICATES MUST BE

APPLIED FOR WITHIN TWO YEARS OF THE EFFECTIVE

‘DATE OF THIS ACT

Seetion & Reciprocity The Board may issue certificates withont
examination to applicants who hold valid certificates issued under sewage
treatment plant operators certification laws of any other state terri-

tory or the District of Columbia provided the out-of-state certificate
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was issued &s a result of’ the successful passing of an examination equive-
‘lent to the examination given by the board '.fo'rthe #ame grade Eiigib'iiity
requirements of appho&nzs for certification as operators as set Iorthfin.
t  scction ¢ shall apply to all such applicants | |

.- Section 9 Fees Each appli;:ttion for oertification 8s ‘opcrater shill
be accompanied by & fee of five dollars t%) Certificates ghall expix;q on

the Jast day of December following their issuance or renewal and must

be renewed annually in the manner proscribed by the Board The renewal

fee shall be two dollars (82) ALL CERTIFICATE IIOLIjEIbS W'ILL
BE GRANTED RENEWALS UPON COMPLIANCE WITH THIS
SECTION

Section 10 Suspension and Revocation 'fhe ‘Board may suspend or
revoke the certificate of any operator if it has found said mﬁemtor tobe
- incompetent to operate a plant of the classifiqation for v}hich he is
certified or to have wilfully neglected his duty in the operation of any
plant or to have disregarded or disobeyed the lawful orders rules or
regulations of the Board relative to certification or to sewage treatment
plants

The procedure to be followed in the suspension and revocation of

. 344—SW-—2
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" certificates and in appeals taken from actions of tbe Board sball bo that
- prescribed by the act approved June 4 1945 (P L 1388) known as tho '
““Administrative -Agency Law”’ and its-amendments - St

Section 11 Practice of Sewage Plant Operation 'Aftér two ymu
from the effective date of this act no pereon shall discharge' the dut:i‘ea_,
~of:-an operator &s héfein“deﬁﬁéd o»f a sewage treatment plant untess he

- is a registered professionial 'engineer-orﬂhdlés & valid certificate from

:the Board for the operation of a treatment pl;nf; of that classification

or higher or a restricted certificate for that particular plant or has filed
a valid application for a restricted certificate as provided for under sec-
tion 7 which application has not been acted upon by the Board

. Section 12 Temporary Certificates In the event of an emergency

or unusual circumstances at a sewage treatment plant which results in
the plant’s being temporarily without the services of an operator hold{ng
a valid certificaté of the required grade the Board may issue a t'c‘mporaivry
- certificate for the operation of such plant valid for a period of six months
~ to eny person gelected by the owner who upon being interviewed by a
duly appointed representative of the Board is deemed by sucﬁ repre-
sefithtive to be capable of operating the plant’ involved pending the

employment of a certified operator No plant mhy'éo;i'timie to be operated
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by any'i holder of a temporary ce'rtiﬁcaté for x_’izore than six months

W‘Sr_-edtion 13 The Sanitary Water Board is horeby empov}ered to

requirg owners of sewage treatment plants to place such plants under:
?hc? dérgctﬂ(s{upervision of cerliﬁ:ed operators and the Board may by
reéulation determine the number and class of BOWAgO treatmgnt pla;nta- -
‘which may be supervised by s single cortified operator
Section 14 Penalties Any person or owner who violza'—tee». any of .
. thg provisions of .;his act sh~all upon conviction thereof in any éun}mary‘ ,
px;oceéaing be sentenced ‘to i)ay a ﬁ‘r;e of not less than fifty dollars ($50v)-’
and costs nor more than one hundred dollars ($100). and costs
For the purpose of this section each day that an offense continues.
i-shall be construed to constitute. a sel;arate dﬁ’t;xise‘
Scetion 15 Civil Relief The Board upon the advice of the Attorney
" General may maintain an action in the name of the Commonwealth for-
an injunction or other process against any person or owner of a sewage-
_treatment plant from violating the provisions of this act or any order

rule or regulation of the Board pursuant to the provisions of this act:

Such action shall be brought in the name of the Commonwealth
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We ‘ce'rtif-y that this bill has passed the Senate and the .Hjouse of

~ Représentatives.
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President pro tempore, Smtc
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Appm\'ed“ei-..' . vesseess Bt e se s ....LD.»IO‘I.
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