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~[ESSHS. SAUHAF, DEVIJN, PI<:.cuA~ AND I>ONOI.O\V, 
IX PLACE, )lAHCI~-. G, l!HH .. 

AS .A~fENDED OX THIHD REA DING, JUNE 28, 1901. 

AN ACT 
Providing for the certification by the Sanitary \Vater Board of operators 

in responsible charge of sewage treatment plants specifying 

the classifications of sewage treatment plants and the grades of 

certificates for operators thereof requiring that only certified 

operators may operate certain plants providing for revocation 

and suspension of certificates and providing for penalties and 

civil relief 

ExPLANAnoN--OAPITAL LrI'TER8 tndle&te new matter &dded to blll. Matter t&rlelten u.r."..ar 
11 to bti omitted from blll. 
Underuortnit lndlet.tet 111w 111&Uer &dd~ to ed.ttlnit la'lt', [Braehu) Indicate matter­
•f.rlcken from ewunc !.a'lt'. 



1012-Printer's No. 2 

The General Assembly of the_ Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Jwrehy enacts as fo11ows 

l Section 1 Short '.l.'itle 'ibis act $haJI be known and may rnH~ited as 

2 the "Sewage Works Operators Certification Act" 

3 Sccti9n 2 Dcfinitiona 

(a) The following words and phrases '"heu used in this act un\es., 

the context clearly indicates otherwise shall httve the meanings ascribed 

6 to them hi this section 

1 (1) "Department" the Department of Health 

8 (2) "Board'1 the Sanitary 'Yater Board 

9 (3) "Sewage Treatment l'lant 11 a plant designed tu heat se.war;o 

JO and tlischarge the effincnt to wators of the Commonwealth 

11 ( 4) "Owner11 ~lly munidpality or porsou as herein defined which 

owns operat~s or Qwns and operates a sewage treatment plant 

13 (5). ''lf unfoipality" shall ~nclmlE~ any county county authority 

14 nm1,icipal authority city boro11gh town township school tlistrict nnd in· 

15 stitution as herein defined 

16 (6) "fnstitution11 ~hall include healing pre\·entive mental health 

17 educational eorrectionitl and penal institutions almshouses and county 

· •. "·· 
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1. and city homes operated by the State or 1ny political subdh·isioi1 thereof 

2 nntl whose sewage is not ndmittcd to a 1n11'1i~ !<ewer systom 

3 . (7} "Pt·r~o11!' i<l1all l1P co11~lnll'1I lo ii11·l11ile 1111,r p<.!rson l'O·p:nlncl'· 

4 8hip association or private corporation 

5 (8) "Operator'' any l1c1·son who op<.•rntC's er tlircctl.v supcnises the 

6 operation of a sewage lrl'ntmmt plnnt 111111 who is directly rcspon8-ible 

7 for its operation am) the qurllity 1)( the c•fl111r11t therefrom 

8 (9) "Certificate'' a ccrtifil'nto i~~uc<l hy the Snnitnry \'l ntcr Bea.rd 

9 authorizing the person named therein to opcrnto a sc\vago trC'atmeut 

10 plant 

11 ( 10) ''Ccrtitie1l Opurn to1·'1 nuy pl'l'h<lll wlio (I) lwlcl:; it nt li1l ccrtifi..: 

12 rate in acconlntH.'e with this 11l'l or (llj ii:. 11 r<.>gi8tcre<l profc~sional 

13 l't1gi11cer 

14 (b) The following words shall ha\'o the meanings ascribed to them 

15 in the "Glos.°'ary 'Vater and Sewage Control Engiricel'ing" prepared by 

16 the Joint Committee roprc>scnting the Amc~ican Public Health Associa-· 

17 tion the American Society of Civil Engineers the Amerfoan ·Water 

18 'Yorks Association imd tho Federation of Sewage \Vorks Associations 

19 (\Vater Polh1tion Control Federation) a3 compiletl in 1945 "sewage" 
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1 "activated sludge,, "chemical precipitation'; "sedimentation" "biological 

3 filtration" 

3 Section 3 Administration 111e ·provisions of this act shall be ad· 

4 mi11i:-tt1n'tl and cnfort:l'1l hy the Drpartment in acconhmcc with the rules 

5 arnl n·gulnfoins of tlw Board 

6 The Board slrnll make rnles a11tl regulations cstabJi:ihing minimum 

7 qnalifirations as to education and experience o( applicants fo~ certificate~ 

8 requiring written and/or oral examinationa to determine the qualifica· 

9 lions of Rpp1ic1mts for rcrtificatcs and providhlg for the issuance of 

10 ccrtifi<>afC's The Board ~hall revoke snspe11rl or reinstate certificates after 

11 proper hC'aring shall initiate nntl rereivc romplaints to compel attenrlanco 

] 2 of witnesses and the production of hoo!~s and records 

13 The Departirnent shall compile and keep current a roster showing 

14 the names and addresses of the sewage plant operators certified under 

15 this act which shall be published at least once ever3' two (2) years Copies 

16 of this roster shdl be mailed to each certificate holder and be furnished 

17 to other persons upon request 

18 Section 4 ·Minimum Experience Hequired for Certification Experi· 

19 ence shall mean the number of years in charge of the operation of a 

20 sewage treatment plant or in charge of the operation during any shift 

. I 
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1 or as a _responsible assistant to the person in chargo of tho operation 

2 The experience required shall be related to the education training and 

3 experience needed to operate the classes of sowago treatment plants set 

4 forth in scl'tiou 5 'fho r11i11i11111111 l'Xlll'l'il1 111:0 n.•11uin•d hy tlic Board ~hall 

5 w>t cxccccl uur uc less than tl111l t'~·t. furlli in ticdion I} 

6 Section 6 Classification of Sewage 'l'rcatmcnt Plants 1''or tho pur-

7 poses of this net aH sewage treatment plRnts will 11" clnesiflc<l as follows 

8 · (1) "Class A" shall mean all sewage treatment plants having a 

9 design capacity of twenty million gallons daily or more whose operation 

10 depends substantially upon the use of acth·ated sludge or (.'hcmical pre-

11 cipitation 

12 (2) "Class B11 shall mean all sewage treatment plants having a 

13 desigii capacity of seven and one-half million gallons daily or more but 

14 less than twenty million gallons daily whose operation depends sub-

1 - stantially upon the use of adivated slut.Igo or chemical predpitatio~ ::> 

16 and all sewage treatment plants having a design rapacity of twenty mil~ 

17 lion gallons daily or more whose operation depends substantially upon 

18 the use of sedimentation or biological filtration 

l9 (3) "Class C" shall mean all sewage treatment plants having a 

2D design capacity of one and one-half million gallons daily or more but 
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1 . leAA thah seven and one-half million ga1lons daily whose operation <le-

2 pends substantially up<>n the use of activated shtdgc o~ chemical precipi· 

3 tation and all Mwage treatment plants having a design c.apacity of seven 

4 nnd one-half million gallons daily or more but less than t\venty millioh 

5 gallons daily whose operation depends substantially ·upon the use of 

6 · sedimentation or biological filtrati<>ll 

7 ( 4) "Class jy> slia.ll mean all sewage t.rea~ment plants having a 

8 design· cApa.city of two hundred thousahd gallons daily or more but less 

9 than 0110 and o~ie-half million gallons daily wh6sc operation depends 

10 tiubst.antially upon the use of activa.tcd sludge or chemk·nl precipitation 

11 and aJl sewage treatment plants 11:n·i11g a rfc.$ign capacity of ()110 and one-· 

] 2 h11lf ntillion gr.Hons dRily or more hut. less than seV<m and. one-half million 

13 gallons daily whose operRtion depends substantially upon the use of 

14 sedimerttatiotl. OT biological filtta tion 

15 {5) "Cla8s E" slH1H mean all sewage fl"l'atmcnt plants having a 

16 design capacity of twenty thousand gallons daily 01· more but less than 

17. two lmndred· thousand gallons daily whose operation depends eubstan-

18 tially upon the use of activated sludge or chemical precipitation and all 

19 sewage treatment plants having a design capacity of two hundred thou-

2.() f.and gallons daily or more but le5S than one and one-half million gallons 
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1 daily whose_operation depends sub&tan\ial\y upol} the.u~ ~- sedimenta· 

2 tion or bi?logic"l iillratiou · 

3 (6) "Class F" shaU mean all sewage treatm~ut pJants 11aving a 

4 design c~pa.city of less than twopty thQµ~q!l g!lll~ma daily whose <>Mra· 

5 ·tJon d~pend\l substa"Qtially upon tho ~e Q{ ic\ivateQ. sludge or chem}~al 

6 precipitation al'.ld all sewage \re~tmel)t pl~nt$ hav~g ~ deaig1;1 ~paoity 

7 of less than two hundred thou~nd gallons daily whoso operation .d.epeitds 

8 substantially upon sedipient(ltion or biological filt11lti1m 

9 Section t; Hange of Minimum Qualiticatious Thu miuiQium length 

10 of expol'icncc required by the Sanita~y Water Board for certification of 

11 nppli<'Anls ~hall not ho more than twelve years nor less than two years 

12 for Class A Jllants moro than ten years no? less than ono year for Class 

13 ll plants morn than eight year:! nor less than six months for Class C 

14 plants iuoro than six ye11rs nor less than six months for CJass D pJa11ts 

15 more than two yC"nni for Class 1'~ p1nnts more than one year for Class· F 

16 plants 

J 7 In establishing minimum experience i-cquirements within the ranges 

18 statd above tho Sanitary Water Board may make reasonable allowance 

19 for education for training in the field of sewage. trfatment· and (or 

2o: .• training ·and· experience in allied fields 
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1 Sootion 7 Restricted Certificates Any person who at the time of 

2 the pa!t!age of this act is employed as operator of a eewage treatment 

. 3. plant in l'<>nnsylrnnia as defined in section 2 may be is8ucd a restrictrd 

4 certificate which wouid permit him to operate only .tho plant in which he 

5 is employed at the time of the passage of this act The board shall ill.Sue 

6 . such restricted certificate without examination upon submission of an 

7 . applfoatfon and payment of the required fee 

8 The holder of a restricted certificate may apply for certification as 

9 the operator of a sewage treatment plant of the same or next higher plant 

10 dassification without regard to the minimum education and oxperience 

11 requirements provifled in section 6 

14 PJ,lCATIO.NS }'OR RESTHICT.ED CEHTIFICATES MUST BE 

15 APPLIED FOH \\Tl'HIX TWO YEAHS OF THE EFFECTIVE 

16 . DATE OF THIS ACT 

, 
17 f:C'<'fion ~ Hcriprority The Jhnd may issue certificates without 

. }8 exami:p.ation to applicants who hold valid certificates issued under sewage 

. l9 treatment, pla~t_. operators certification law~ of any other state terri-

20 tory or the District of Columb~a provided the out-of-st_ate certificate 
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1 was ieeued as a result of the successful paasing of ar.i examination equive.· 

. 2 ·)eat t-0 the e:Wninati<ln ·given &y the bc>ard Jor· the ;ame grade Eligibility 

I requirements ~f ilpplieaDU for oertiieati0t1 u O}>eNMn •• :aet forth:'in 

4 section 6 shall apply t<> .all suoh applicants 

I . ·. &ction 9 Feee Eaea appliOAtion foT cenificMion as_:opcJ'Uet shill 

t be accompanied by a fee of five dollare ($6) ~t.Uioatee .ball e~ on 

11 the lut day of December followi.ng their Uiawwoe or renewal and must 

8 be renewed annua.1ly in the manner proscribed by .the Board The renf3Wa.l 

9 fee shall ho two dolll\l's ($2) .AT,,I. CEH'l'IFICATE HOLDEH:8 WILL 

10 BE GHANTED 1U~NEWAJ..S lJJ>ON COMPLIANCE \VI'£H THIS 

11 SECTION 

12 Section 10 Suspension and Hcvocation 1'he Board ma.~· -Buspend or 

13 revoke the certificate of any operator i.f it has found eid -Op!'rator W'OO 

14 incompetent t-0 operate a plant ·of the clasai.fiq~tion for whfoh he .is 

1~ certified or to have wilfully neglected hi.a duty in the operation of nny 

16 plant or to have disregarded or disob~yed .the lawful orders rules, or 

:17 regulations of the Board relath·o to certification or to sewp.ge treatment 

18 pltmts 

19 The procedure to be followed in th.e su&penaiou and :revp~tion ·cf 

344-SW-2 
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1 · : certificates and in appea.Js taken from actions of the Boatd shall be that 

2 prescribed by the act approved June 4: 194~ (P L 1388) known u the · 

3 ·"Administrative ·Agency· !Aw'' and ita· &meridm.enw · · 

' Seotfon 11 Practice of Sewage Pl&ut Opreration After two yein 

' 5' from the ·eft'eot.ive date of thia aot no penori shall &harge·· the duties 

. 6 . <lf'. an operator ;as herein defined 0£ a sewage treatment plant unless :he 

' 7 . is a registeted professional enginc-0r · or· hold:; a ·valid certificate from 

. 8 : the Board for the operation <>f ·a. treatment -plant oi that dassification 

9 ·or hlghet or 'a restricted certific.ato for that-particular plant ·or has filed 

10 a valid application 'for a restricted eertificate as provide(\ for under se·o-

11 tion 7 whic.h application has not been acted upon by the Board 

12 · Section 12 Temporary Certificates· In the event of an emergency 

13 or unusual circumstances at a sewage treatment plant which results in 

14 the plant's being temporarily without' the services of an operator holding 

15 a valid certificate of the required grade the Board 'may issue a temporary 

16. certificate for the operation of such plant valid for a period.of siX mon~lis 

17 . tO arty person selected by the owner who upon being interviewed by a 

18 t.lnly appointed representative of the Board is deemed by such repre-

·19 ., :se·ntktive . t-0 be' capable of operating the plant: inv~lvecf pending the 

20 employment of a ceriified operaror No plant ~y.continue robe operated 

.-­
--- -
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1 by any holder of a temporary certificate for iuore than six months 

2 Section 13 The Sanitary Water Board ia hereby empowered to 

3 require owners of sewage treatment plants to place auc.h plants under· 

4 tho direct supervision of certif:fed operators ·and tho lloard may by 
'. •.,,,~-;;·.t.·'. ~~, .r.,i _: .:.·~ ~~" 

5 regulation determine the number and class of sowago trEatment plants.· 

6 which may be au~rvised by a single certified operator 

7 Sootion 14 Penalties Any per&On or owner who viola-tc.s any of. 

8 · the prov~sions of this act shall upon conviction thereof in any summary· . 

9 proceeding be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50)· 

lO' and cost~ nor more than ono hundred dollars ($100). and ooats 

ll For the purpose of this section each day that an offense e<>ntinues. 

i2 ; ·shall be construed to constitute a separate offense 

13 Section 15 Civil Relief The J3oard upon the advire of tho Attorney· 

14 ·General may maintain an action in the name of the Commonwealth for· 

15 an injunction or other process against any person or owner of a sewage· 

16 treatment plant from \'iolating the -provisions of this Mt or any order· 

17 rnlc or regulation of the> Board pursuant to the provisions of this act. 

18 Such action shall be brought in the name of the Commonwealth 
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- . - . . -

We certify that this bill ha! pa~sed the Senate and the House of 

Repr&eenta tine. 

. ............................... ~ .......... . 
tJhief 01.erk, S.Ute 

.................... :• •• i. -•• ~ ............. ' •••• 41 

Pl'Mid&nt pro tempore, Beaaw 

........ " ......... ·,- ........................ . 

Appro,·ed 'Ille , ... , • , . day of •....•••••..•••.••••.. .A.. D. 1981. 
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