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MESSUS. SAHHAP, PECIIAN -AND DONOLO\V, IN PI.ACE, 
)fAHCII 6, 1961. 

AS A~lENDED ON THlHD HEADING, JUNE 28, 1001. 

AN ACT 
Hegulating sewage <lispo$3l systems ttff4 prh·Ate WtHt'-¥ eu11111ie0 in tho 

interest of preserving the health of tho people of tho Common-

wealth requiring permits to be issued to peraons installing sewage 

«lispo~<ll systems eP pFi•;ntP wAft>.p. ti-ttflplit'rl imposi11g cel'faiu duties 

<>n the Department of Health and on municipalities and providing 

penalties 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 

J!:XPLAN.t.TlON-CAPJTAL LETI'lmS lndlc&te new matter added to bUl. ).btt.eT l4'4ellle11a ..... 
ta to be omit~ from b1ll. 
Unden<N"rfn<? tndlcat-ee new matter added to ulatlng law. [Bracket.] Indicate m.aie. 
ltrfcten ll'Om ~ i.w. 
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1 Section 1 As used in this act the following wor<ls and p4rtlse~ shLlll 

2 have the meanings ascribed to them in this sectio-n unless the context 

3 clearly indicates otherwise 

(1) "Department" means the Department of Health· of the Oom· -

monwealth _ · 

6 

7 

-s 
- - . 

'\ -
W) (2) "Sewage Dispo~al System" nwans any sewage disposal system 

10 which is 11ot subject t-o the provisions of Act of June 22 1937 (P L 1987) 

11 and its amendment; 

(-4 (:l) "Sowngo'' shnll incln<lc any snbstanl'c that contains uny of 

13 
tlio waste 1n·o<luds or cxcrcmentitious or other discharge from the Lo1lies 

14 
of human beings or animals 

:15 
f.3j (4) "Person" sltall include any person copartncrship association 

~Hi 
or private corporation 

·17 
r -

~ (5) ":M unicipaJity" shall include any county city borough town 

]8 
or township or any Department or Jfoanl of Health tlwr('of 

·19 
SeC'tiou 2 No person ~hall install or lrnve installe<l a sewage Ji~-

.20 
posal system efl & ~rivate WtHet& ay~iy contrary to the provisions of this 

. · ...... ; ..... 
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1 act No pe~on shall ini>tall ~ sewage disp~sal system &fl ~ivate W&tff 

·. . . 

2 t'H.lJlfly or construct any building on land on which a sewage disposal 

.. 

3 . sy<ilcm t+P ftFl\'Bte wMff e;d~ftly is to be installed without first obtaining 

4 a p~riillt indi~ling that the site and the plans and s·pecificati~ns of 

5 such system ~ el~· are in c~mplia~1ce with the ·pro,·isions o{ this ~ct 

f) and the rules and regulations adopted purs~ant tl1eret~ Prorlded h~wover 

7 That no permit shall be required in. those· cases where the Department 

8 ' dete~nes that such. permit is not .nec~ssary for 'the prote~tion 'of the 

9 publio health 

10 Section 3 All municipalities shall administer the provisions of this 

11 act and the mies and regulat.ions adopted by the Department Eao.h 

12 municipality adininistering th"" act s.hali submit to the Department such 

13 reports as the Department shall require 

14: Sectfou 4 The Department shall have the power and its duty shall be 

15 to adopt such rules ari<l regulations as are riece~sary to protect tho health 

16 ·of tliu lll'uiJl~ tiud1 rules and regulations shall provide for the is,,uahce 

'
17 

. ~ ~r ~ur~it~ by thu Department or muni~ipalities for the establishing of 

minimum standards for the approval of sfte design construction and .. 
18 

19 installation of sewage disposal systems tffia. ~fiv&toe ~ &lippl:iee 
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Whenever a municipality shall not administer the pr~nis.ions of t.hie 

aot in conformity with the rules ~nd re.gulatfons of the Department 

or whenever such a municipality shall request the Department so to do 

the Department shall ~dminieter the P.rovisions of this act in such 

< ' . 
municipality Nothing herein contained shall abridge. the power of the 

Departllli)nt of Hecllth t<> abate conditions inimical t-0 h~1lth 
. . 

The Department shall adop~ the necessary rulee and regulations 

t-0 effect the transfer of administ~atfon from municipalities to the . : . . . 

Department and from the Department to municipalities 

Section 5 Nothing in this act shall be de&med to affect modify 

amend or repeal any provisions of the Act of June 22 1937 (PL 1987) 

as amended or to affect the powers and duties of the Sanitary Water 

:Board 

Section 6 The Attorney General Rt the request of the Secretary of 

Health shall have the power to institute in the Court of Common Pleas 

of pauphin Couny an action against any person violating the provisions 

of this act to restrain said viol1;1tion and for. this purpose the said Court 

of Common Pleas of Dauphin County is vested with jurisdiction to 

h<'ar dctci:minc aiµ\ adjl1die!lfe ~uch, n~atter an<l grant such relief as is . ' . 

nceC's..<:.ary and appropriate 
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1 Any municipality ndmi11islcri11g tlao 1ir0Yisio11s of 1l1is 1wl shall hl\YO 

2 lhc power to institute through its IC'gnl t•o1111sl'l in tho Court of Common 

3 Plras of the Counl,Y in whiC'h it is situnh'cl n pn>Cl'l'tling to r<.•stritin 

4 violations of this act 

5 Section 7 Any pcnrnn who l.'hnll \'iolt\to nny of llio pro\'h1.io11s of this 

. 6 act or the rules and regnlntions 1n·onntlgat<.•1l thcrl'lllltlt•r or who rcsisb 

7 or interferes with nn.v oflicer agent or cmployu o( tlio I>cparlmont or 

8 of a municipality in tho pcrformanco of his dutil•s 1:1hnll upon con\'iction 

9 thereof in a sununary prO<!ccding Lefore nu,,· justice of tho J>eaco alder-

10: · Ill!{~ 'H' inagi&tJ'\\tc i~1 t11c County iu which tho otfon~ was committed 

11 lie sentcncC'd to pay a fine of not les3 tl11111 0110 hmulrcd dollars ($100.00) 

12 · und costs and not more than thrco lnuulrc1l clollnrs ($300.00) and costs 

18 to be paid to said County or in tlcfnult lhercof sliull bo confined in the 

14 County jail for a period of not more than thirty (30) days 
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We certify that this ,bill bas paaeed the Sennte and the Ilouse of 

Rerresentativee. -

......................................... 
Chief Clerk, Senate 

........................................ 
President pro tempore, Senat& 

...... ' ................................ . 
Speaker, House of. Representati\"e& 

. (· 

Approved The . . . . . . . . day of ....................... A. D. 1981. 

. . . . . ... ' ................................ . 
Governor 


