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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OP' PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 401 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

:MEssi~s. sTEVENso-N, ·~CALLERY, nAr.usu:A, IIAYs AND 
I,ANE, IN PI~ACI~, MAHCII 13, 1061. 

AS .A)lEXDED OX SECOND HEAD I NG, ~f.AY 1, 1!)61. 

AN ACT 
Amending the act of May 1 1033 (P L 103) entitled "An act concern-

ing townships of the second class and amending revising oon-

solidating and clrnnging tho law relating thereto'' authorizing 

t · increase in tho number of meetings for which supervisors may 

' '. 

be paid without the prior approval of the auditors further pro-

viding for the attendance of supervisors or employee at road 

meeting:3 and conventions imposing duties on township secre-

taries changing the time which may be expended by auditors 

in the completion of audits authorizing managers to attend 
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meetings of county associations of township ofl1cers authorizing 

supenirnrs to (•xcrcirn general p'lwcrs ftntlwr providiug for the 

/ -

p:utic>s who may protest n change in zoning and~~ ~·1w1·:z. 

YIDlXG FOH IlEYIInr OF TOWNSHIP ORDl~ANOES 

AXD REGULATIOXS ADVEHSELY AFFl~OTING PUUUO 

ETILITY SEHYICE 

The General Assembl.Y 0£ the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows · 

1 Section 1 Section 512 act of May 1 1033 (P J, 103) known n~ 

2 "The Second Class Township Code" reenacted and amended July 10 

1947 (P L 1481) and amended June 1 1956 (P J, 2021) is amende<l 

to read 

Section 512 Monthly Meetings Quorum Rent aml Expenses The 

6 
township supervisors shall meet for the transaction 0£ business at 

'1 
least once eaeh month at a time and place t-0 be fixed by tho board 

8 but they shall not be paid for more than sixteen meetings in any one 

year except in any township where on account of the exercise of gov-
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1 crnmentnl functious other thnn those re1ating to roads more meetings 

2 nrc 11ccrwny in which cnsc the innnbcr of meetings for which th~ 

s 

' 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

supcnisors mny be pnid rnny [with the prior approval o.f tlic a~1ditors 

of the tow. 1ship] be incrca8cd to ~rny numlJer not exceeding twcnty­

iour in any year i1ctow1iships ha\'ing a population of fiyc thousand or 

less Rllll in townsl1ips ha \'ing more them fi\'fl 'thousand population ·i1ot 

exceeding filty meeting~ i11 nny y<>nr Two members shall constitute a 

quorum Ncccssar,y expenses incurred in such mcetiugs including· dlice 

rent stationery 1ight nml fuel shall be paid out of the general township 

fond 

Section 2 Subsection (h) of 8Cction 516 of the act amended May 

20 1057 {P J, 174) is amended to read 

Section 516 Duties of Supervisors Township Snpcrintcndcnts and 

Roadmasters The township supervisors or the snpchisots acting as 

superintendents or roadmasters shall 

* * if 

(h) Attend road meetings and conventions authorized by the pro­

visions of this act when directed to do so by the board of supervisors. 

Any supenisor or qualified township employe may if directed by the-

.. 
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1 board of supervisors attend auy school conducted in the l countv or in 

2 any adjacent county] Sta to by a State or :Federal agency ---
3 * * * 

Section 3 Section -540 of tho act amemlCd .July 2 1053 (P I. 354) 

is amended to reall 

Section 540 Duties and Compemation The, secretary in cad1 town-

7 ship shall be derk to tl10 board of supervisors He shall keep a record 

8 of the proceedings of said officers in a minute book in which he shall 

9 also record all court orders relative to the laying out opening and , . 

10 . ,\ 
vacating of roads The minute book account book and other :finai1cial 

11 records shall be carefully preserved hy the secreta\·y and shall be turned 

12 over to his successor in office :Miscellaneous records and i}apers of the 

18 township other than the minute book and account book may be destroyed 

with the consent of the supervisors after the lapse of six years from 

16 1he date of such records 

16 The secretary shall prepare and write the annual tax duplicate 

17 of t110 township and shall receive such compensation therefor as shall 

18 be fixed by the township supervisors The combined amount . paid to 

19 the secretary and treasurer for services exclusive of the compensation 

for the preparation of the annual tax duplicate shall not exceed three 
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1 por cent um o( the money pRid out by the treasurer but, ,it ·;hall uot be 

i less tl1nu fifty dollnr~ and the calculation of such maximum compensa· 

I tion shnll not include an~· percentage upon moneys paid out by the 
'' ~ ..... 

"···· .I' 

' trl'nsurcr for tho repayment of loans notes certificates or other eddcnces 
·•, 

5 of i~dcbtcdncss 01· other borrowed moneys 

6 Tho secretary shall inform all members of the board of sup~ 

7 visors of nll functions and meetings including special meetings of the 

8 board 

'9 Section ·l Section M'l oi the act amended )(ay 20 1957 (P I~ 174) 

JO is 11me11<led to read 

Jl Section 511 Completion F'iling and J>ublication of Annual Town· 

12 ~hip Hoport aml Finnncial Statement The nmlitors shall complete their 

13 audit settlement and adjustment prior to :March first of each year and 

14 in [no case s1inll] townships having Ii population of ten thousand 

15 ( 10,000 or less no more than twenty day a_ 8hall be expended on such 

16 nnclit In townships having a population in exce'>S of ten thousand 

17 (10,000) no more than forty days shall be expended on such audit 

18 On or bcfo1·e ~forch first of cad1 yea1· the auditors shall make a 

19 1eport as hereinafter provided of the affairs of tlie township executed 

20 copies of whieh report shall be forthwith filed by the secretary of 
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the auditors with tho secretary of the towpship the cJerk of the court 

2 of quarter sessions of the county the Department of Internal .Affairs 

and the Department of Highways Each copy of rnch -rc1;ort sliall ho 

4 signed by at least a majority of the auditors and duly verified by tho 

oath of the secretary of the auditors Any secretary of auditors refusing 

-:-

6 or wilfully neglecting to file such township report as hereinbefore pro-

--
7 vided or to publish the fin:incial statement herein required shall upon 

8 conviction thereof in a smnnrnry proceeding be 5entenced to pay a fine 

9 of five dollars for each day's dc1ay beyond the last <lay for filing sud1 

10 report and costs or in default of tl1c payment of such fine and costs be 

11 sentenced to imprisonment not ex~eeding ten days 

12 The township report shall be presented on a uniform fonn pre-

13 pared and furnished as hereinafter provided 

14 The township report shall contain the names and addreseos of 

15 the chairman members and secretary-treasurer of the board of super-

16 visors of the township a statement of the receipts of the township from 

17 all sources and of all accounts and revenue which may be due and 

18 uncollected at the close of the fiscal year a statement of the disburse-

19 mcnts of the township during the fiscal year for the construction re-

'' 
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1 construction maintcrnrnce and repair of tl1c roads for the purchase and 

2 rrpair of l'Va~l c•11dp11icnt and machinery t~10 nmnber of miles of road 

I opcnc1l lJuih allfl :iermancntly improved and the total nuruber of miles 

' of road in the townsl1ip a statement of tJic l'alancc in the township 

6 treasury at tho Lcginni11g of the fisc~'ll year a statement of the re-

6 sources and JiaLilities of the township at the end of tho fiscal year 

7 a detailed statement of the indebtedness of the township at the closo 

8 of the fiscal ~·<'ar the provisions made for the payment tl1oreof together 

9 with the imrposcs for which it was incurred a statement of the cost 

10 of owncr.5hip a1hl operaliou of each and every public service industry 

11 owned maintained or operated by the township and such more specific 

12 infol"mation as may be required as hereinafter provided 

13 On or before March tenth of each year the auditors shall publish 

14 by advcl'lisement once in at least one newspaper of general. circulation 

15 published in the tow11sbip or if no such newspaper is published in the 

16 township then in such a newspaper circulating in the township a con-

17 cise financial statement setting forth the balance in the treasury at the 

18 beginning of the fiscal year all revenues received during the fitloal year 

19 by major classifications all expenditures made during the fiscal year 

20 by major functions and the current resouroos and liabilities of the 
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l township at the end of the fiscal year the gross liability and net debt 

2 of the township the amount of the Rsses.<:cd yaluation of the township 

g the assets of tho towrn;}1ip with t11c character and valuo thereof the 

4 date of the last maturity of the respective forms of funded debt and 

5 the assets in the sinking fond Such publication shall be deemed com-

6 pliance with the provisions of the "Municipal Borrowing fai.w which 

7 requires the corporato authorities of townships to publish an annual 

8 statement of indebtedness 

9 If any townsl1ip has a population of less than two hundred as 

10 shown by the last preceding decennial census of the United Statca the 

11 auditors may post five copies of the above financial statement in publio 

12 places in the township in lieu of publication in a newspaper 

13 Section 5 Section 602 of the net amended July 2 1959 (P L 504) 

14 is amended to read 

15 Section 602 ''1110 to Attend C-0mpensation and Mileago The super-

16 visors of township~_ auditors assessors tax collectors managers solicitors 

17 engineers and tho secretary of the board of township supervisors when 

18 not a member of the board shall attend such oonventions whenever pos· 

19 sible Each township supervisor auditor assessor tax collector manager 
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l solicitor c11gincer and secretary attending s.uch convention shall receive 

· 2 a certitic·ate signed by tho pre.siding oflicer and acting Eecretary of tho 

3 com·cntion attc~ting his presence at the convention Such certificate 

4 sl1all entitle him to coJlect from the township treasurer the sum of ten 

5 dollnrs 1ier ~lay for cnch day's attendance and mileage at the rate of 

6 eight cents per mile traveled to be computed by the route usually 

7 trnvclc1l from his p1ace of residence to the lllacc wl~ere the convention 

, . 
8 is 11cld No township supervisor auditor assessor tax collect<>r maoa~er 

9 solicitor t•ngiuccr or secretary shall be paid for more than one day's 

JO il.ttcndauce in any 0110 year 

11' Section G Section 702 of the act is amended by adding at the end 

12 t11crcof a new clauoo to read 

13' Section 702 Supervisors to Exercise Powers The corporate powers 

14· . . of fown~hips of the second class shall be exercised by the township 

15 . snpen-isors Where no specific authority is given for the expenditures 

16 incident to the exercise of any power hereinafter conferred or where 

17• llO specific . fund is designated frorn. which sn~h expenditures shall he 

18· made· a1)1nopriations for such expeiulitnres· shall oe inade only from 

401-SW-2 
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1 the general township fund In additfon to the duties imposed upon them 

2 by sec.tion 516 hereof they shall have power 

3 * * * 

4 LXI General Powers To make and adopt all such ordinances hr 

5 laws rules and regulations not inconsistent with or restrained by th~ 

6 Constitution and laws of this Commonwealth aa may be deemed~ 

7 pedient or necessary for the proper management oare and oontrol of 

8 the towD3hip and its finances and the maintenance of pef.OO good gov· 

9 ernment and welf~re of the township and it.a trade aommerce and 

10 manufactures 

11 Section 'l Section 2005 of the aot amended May 20 1949 (P L 

12 1562) is amended to read 

13 Section 2005 Changes Such regulntions restriotlona and boundar-

14 ies may from time to time be amended supplemented changed modi-

15 fied or repealed In case however of a. proteet againllt auch change algned 

16 by the owners of twenty percent or more either of the area of the 

17 lot.s included in such proposed change or of tho1e immediately adjacent 

18 in the rear or in the front or to either side thereof extending one 

19 hundred :feet from the street frontage of euoh oppoaite Iota suoh 
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1 amendment shall not become effective -except by the favorabla vote of 

2 a majority of the si1pervison 

8 

6 

7 

8 

10 

u 
ll 

18 

18 

1'1 

Scdion 8 The act is am_ended ht adding after section 2106 a new-

~cction to rc:Hl 

Scclio11 2107 Ordinances Affecting Publi(} Utility Service The Penn· 

sylvAnin l 1nblio Utility Commission upon its own inot.ion Qr Up?n com· 

plaint of nny person aud after public hearing shall have power and 

duty fo onlcr the modification or annulment of any township ordinance 

bylaw rule or regulation which adversely affects the quality quantity or 
cost 0£ service to consumers of public utility service outside the town· 

ship Appeal from any such order may be taken in the same inanner 

as is preseribed by the act of May 28 1937 (P I ... 1053) known as the 

"Publi(} Utility Law" for appcals from other Qrdcrs of the (J()nunissfo~ 

NOTHING CONTAINED IN 'fHIS AOT SHALL BE CONSTRUED 

TO REPEAL OR SUPERSEDE ANY OF THE PROVISIONS OF 

THE PUBLIO UTILITY LAW 

i -
\ ·' 

Section 9 This act shall take effect immediately 
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We certify that this bill has Jll\~sed tho ~l'llRtc 111111 tho House of 

H rpn·sN1Ia1 i H~I\. 

• • • ' 11 II II II IJ II • I I lo " II • I I • I t I • I t I 11 f •• f f f I f t t t t 

............................. , ••• s •••••••• 

Prc8itlcint pro t('mporo, Senate 

' • • "' • • II II II I • t I II t t I I I I t • ' I e t t • I t t t t I t t I I I ' 

Speaker, House of Hoprcscntativet 

i\'ppro\'ed TI1e ........ day of . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A. D. 1961 . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . ~ 
Governor 

·• .'• 

. ..... , 
' ~ . l • . ' 


