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AS A~lENDED ON TIIIHD HEADING, AUGUST 7, Hl61. 

AN ACT 
Amending the act of August 24 1051 (P J, 130!) entitled as amended 

"An act to improye local health a<lministration throughout the 

Commonwealth by authorizing the creation establishment and 

administration 0£ single-county or joint-county departments of 

health in all counties exempting certain municipalities froµ1 the 

jµrisdfotion of single-county or joint-county departments of 

health permittiug the dissolution of departments or boards of 

health in certain municipalities authorizing State grants to conn· 

ties which establish departments of health and to certain munici· 

Evt.ANATioN-OAPITAL U!:TTER8 lnd!eata new rn&tter added to bill. 1.4itez 1\t4ei.en ~ellth 
15 to be omitted rrom bill. 
Underv-Orln,i lnd.1catee new matter added to estating I.aw. [Bl&cltetal indicate in&tter 
stricken trom exl.5t1.ng law. 
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palities if they meet prescribed requirements confcniug powers 

- -

and duties upon the State Depactment of Health in connection 

with the cr<'ation establishment and administration of single· 

county or joint-county departments of health and administration 

of the health Jaws in parts of certain municipalities not subject 

to the jurisdiction of single-county or joiut--county departments 

of health and the e.<lministration of State grants and repealing 

an act which confers health powers upon counties of the first 

class'' changing the number of signatures required on a petition 

to dissolve or withdraw from certain departments of health 

CHANGING 'THE THIE FOR CIRCULA'rING PE'I'ITIONS 

IN CERTAIN CASES a11d changing the form of tho question 

to be snbmitt('d to electors 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 

1 Section 1 Section 5.1 act of August 24 1951 (P L 1304) known as 

2 the "J.oca1 Health Administration Law'' added December 16 1959 (P L 

3 1847) is amended to read 

4 Section 5.1 Dissolution of and ·withdrawal From County Depart· 

5 ments of Health 
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{rt) When a single-county department of health is creatcu it may 

be disrnhed by a referendum conducted in accordance with the pro· 

cednre ect forth in subsc~tion (c) hereof 

(b) ·when a joint-county depnrfo1cnt of health is created any county 

being a member thereof ine.y withdrnw from the department by con­

ducting a referendum conducted in accordrmcc with the procedure set 

forth in subsection (c) hereof 

(c) A petition requesting the <lissollttion or "·ithdifnval shall be 

signed by qualified electors of the county equal in number to at least 

[one per centum (1%)] ten per cent\im (10~.) of the highest tota) vote 

east for any county office at the last muuieipal election The petition 

shall be in the form required for nomination petitions by the election 

law~ of the Commonwealth except that the said petition shall be cir~ 

culated no earlier than five yel\rs followinJ( the ·Jato of establishment 

of ~aid county health department or joint-county health department 

NOR f~AHLIER THAN }'IVE YEAHS FOLLOWING ANOTHER 

REFERENDU~[ ON 'l'IIE SA~lE QUESTION and shall be circulated 

for not more than six (6) months pl'ior to the last filing day wl1ich shall 

he ninety (!10) days before the genernl 01· municipal election at ·~hich 

it is desired to submit tho ·qtie"stio11· The· petition· slrnll be filed with the 
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eo1mt~· board of C'lections nucl the ,·alidity of the petition and any ob­

jedio11s thereto slrnll he tlct~rmillcd in accordance ~;dth the election laws 

of the Com1i1onwcalth 

After the validity of the petitions in all the counHes affected hns 

been dctcnnh1ed the county commissioners shall came the _question to be 

1mbmittC1d at the next general or municipal election whichever is sooner 

so long as such election is to occllr at least thirty (30) days after the 

validity. has been determin~d The question shall be submitted on ~1:ie 

ballot or on voting machines in the manner provided by the election 

laws of the Commonwealth and shall be in substantially the following 

forms 

(1) For the continuance or dissolution of a single-county department 

of health 

Shall •.•••.••••.•... , , , .. County [dissolve] continue 

its county depa1·tment of health 1 

.. . . .................... . 

No ........................ . 

(2) For the continuance in or withdl'awal from a joint-county de-· 

partment of health 

Shall . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . County [withdraw] 
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1 (from] continue to be a member of the joint-oounty de-- ---.-... " 

2 partment of health 1 

s Yes ......... ~ "" ............. . 
4 No •..• 1 ••••••• ·• \ •• • •• • • • • • • 

5 The election on this question shall be governed in all respects by 

6 . th~ el_ection_ Jaws of the c?·~monwealt~ insofar as they are applfoable 

7 For the dissolution of a single-county department of health or with-

8 . _qr!l:w:a.l.fr.o~ aj~i~t-cou~ty depa.rtme!1t. of healt~ a majority of all votes 

9 cast in each. county upon the question must be [in favor thereof] 

10 against th~ continuance of such de-eartment or agaiµst ·the, oonti~uance 

11 of membershiJ? in such department as the case may be 
• 

12 . (d) '\Vb.en in the case of a single-county department the voters 

13 elect to dissolve the department or in the case of a joint~.<mnty depart-

14 ment the voters elect to withdraw no new department of health may 

15 be created by resolution nor may the commissioners resolve to join 

16 with another county or other counties to create a joint department within 

17 five years of such dissolution 

18 Section 2 This act shall take effect immediately 

413-SW-2 
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'V c certify that this bill bas passed the Senate and -tht> House of 

Reptesenta tiVcs. .· 
\ 

• • • • • • • 11 • • t t t t t t t I t t t • t t II t t t t I t I t • ' I t t I I 

Chio£ Clerk, ScnatC\ 

........................................ 
President pro tcmporo, Senate 

......................................... 
Speaker, Hoµeo of I<eprcsoutativea 

· Approved'Th~ ••.••... day of ••• -~ ••••••••• , •••••••• A. D. 19~1. 
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- Governor 


