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THE GBNBRAL ASSEMBLY OF PBNNBYLVANU 

SENATE BILL 
No. 431 ec-. ol. 

1 • 8 1 

"MESSHS. 8THOUP, :SCOT'l'. DEVLIN AND SHAFJ.:H, IX PI.Ang, 
}.lAHCH 21, 1901. 

.AS A~IENDED ON THIHD IU:ADING, :MAY 24, 10131. 

AN ACT 
Relating to the competency of surviving and interested witnesses anc.l 

the admissibility of evidence in civil proceedings 

1'he General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as foBows 

l Section 1 When any party to a thing or contract is dead or has beeu 

2 adjudged incompetent and his right has passed either by his own act 

3 or by operation of law to a party of record who represents his interests 

.t in the subject in controversy any surviving party or person whose interest 

ExPL .. \NAnoN-CAPITAL LETTERS lndt<:ate new matter adde<l to blll. Matter st1leken threugh 
ls to be omitted from blll. 
Undersccrtng Indicates new matter added to existing Jaw. [Brackets] Indicate matter 
stricken from existing law. 
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1 shall he deemed 11.d\•orse sha1l 1ie,·ertheless be n competent witness to nny 

2 · matter occurring before or after the death or adjudication ~f incompe-

3 tenoy 

4 Section 2 If a suniving party or adverse person testifies in ac-

5 corJancc with subdivision (a) all entries memoranda and declarations 

6 by the party incapable of testifying Ly reason of death or adjudication 

7 of inoompetency made in good faith while he was e.apable and relevant 

8 t-0 the matter in isaue may be received in evidence 

9 Section 3 (a) Clauses (e) and (f) of ~ection l5 and section 6 act Q{ 

10 May 23 1887 (P J, 158} entitled "An net relating to the oompetcncy 

11 -0£ witnesses and to the rules of evidence in civil And criminal cases 

12 revising declaring and consolidating some of the existing acts and_ rules 

1:3 of law upon these subjccta and also extending SQroe of the provisions Qf 

14 the same" arc rcpca)e.d aLso1ntely 

15 (b) AU acts and parts of acts are repealed in so far as they are in-

16 consistent herewith 

17 SEO'l'ION 4 1'1118 AUT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IMMEDI-

18 AT.ELY HU'l' SHALL NOT llE APPLlCABJ,E 'l'O ANY J,ITIGA­

HJ TIO~ CO~CEHNING THE HIGIITS OF l'EHSONS WHO HAVE 
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1 DIED OH "THO HAVE BEEN A D.J.UDUED INCOMPETENT 

2 PHIOH TO SAID EFFECTIVE DATE 

We 1'.(lrtify thRt thi11 bill ha~ J'RlilS<'d the Senate and the 11.ouM Oil 

Reprcteutativea. 

......................................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Preaident pro t«npore, 861aate 

......................................... 

Approved The .•.....• day of ••...•••••••••••..•••• A. D. 1961. 
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Le ...• Governor 


