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AN ACT

Creating the Oftice of Court Administrator in counties of the first and

second class authorizing the Chief Justice and Associate Justidg?

of the Supreme Court to appoiﬁt Administrators for the State

courts of record in counties of the first and second elass and

providing for a Judicial Council and a Judicial Conference -

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pernnsyl\'ania
hereby enacts as follows |

| Section 1 This act s]?all be known and may be cited as the “Court

Administrator and Judicial Council Act”
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‘ Sectibu 2 In order to make more effective the proiecﬁon givven

to litigants by article I section 11 of the Constitulion of ?ennsylvania

which rcquirés that law and justice be administered without delay and

in o_rde_r to relieve the serious court conges!"ion ‘and delay in counties
of the first and:second class there is hereby c;eated in cach of these
counties an Office of COII‘I-‘I: Administrator

Scetion 3 The Chief Justice and the Associaie Justicéé of the
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania shall appoint an Administrator for
each comnty of the first élass and an Administrator for each county

of the second elass Each Administrator shall maintain an office and

perform his duties in the county to which he is appointed The au-
thority activities and responsibilities of cach Administrator shall be
confined to the county of lis appointment and he shall have no power
of supervision over the perely judicial fuunctions vested in the State
courts of record of his county Kach Aduinistrator shall have been
admitted to practice hefore the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Section 4 The compensation of the Administrators and of such
additional employes as the Chief Justice and the Associate Justices of
the Supreme Court may authorize to be employed shall be fixed by the

Chief Justice and Associate Justiceé,
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In order to obtain and retain qualified and expert: personnel

adequate salaries shall be paid

During the terms of their employment the Administrators shall

not engage direetly or indircetly in the practice of law or in any other

profession or occupation and shall devoto their full time to the per-
formance of their duties

The Administrators shall hold offico at the pleasure of the ap'poifit—
ing power - .~

Each ‘Administrator with the: content of the- Chief"Justice aiid
~ Associate Justices shall appoint such assistants as are necessary to én-
able him to perform the powers and duties vested in him

Scction 5 It shall be the duty of the Administrators AoTING

SOLELY WITHIN THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNTIES OF AP-

POINTMENT under the snpervision and direction of the Chiof Justice
- and the Associate Justices of the Supreme Court to

(1) Examine the administrative methods and systems employed i)y
the State courts of record and their officers’ and 'make recommenda-

-tions for. their improvement inecluding the utilization of advanced

' i business methods and: appliances for improving operating procedures"‘ '
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"(2) Examine the state of the dockets of the said courts determine

the extent of the beeklos CASES PENDING AND UNDISPOSED OF

and make recommendations for expediting the trial and disposition qf.
cases improving the conduct of the business operation of the said courts
and»coordinating trial lists and trial calendars of the said eourts in
order to avoid conflicts and to achieve greater efficiency in the admin-
istration of justice

(8) Collect and compile statistical and other data and make repofts
and recommendations concerning the business transacted by the courts
to the end that proper acﬁlor;v may be taken Copies of these reports
shall be sent to the Governor and the Legislature so that they may be
informed of the need for legislation and appropriations to provide addi-
tional judges where needed and to achieve a more effective jndic‘?h‘l
system !

~ (4) Colleet statistical and other data and make réports relating

to the expenditure of public moneys State and loeal for the main-
tenance and operation of the judicial system

(5) Obtain reports from judges prothonotaries clerks and other

employes of the State courts of record on cases and other judicial
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- business in which action has been delayed beyond a ressonable period .

and file reports regullzarlyrshowing the status of such litigation

(6) Where recognized techniques for disposing of litigation have
been adop-tc.d and aéplic(i fdr a reasonable time and surveys indicate
- that additional judgcsAé‘re necessary recommendations for additional
judges shall be made by tho Administrator to the Chief Justice and the
Associate Justices -the Uovernor and the legislature These recom-
mendations shall be accompanied by complete sta.tistical data showing
the procedures utilized to eclear the dockets the amount of pending
litigation po'pulation growth ;he oxtent of increase in litigation and
’other pertinent data hearing onlthé need for the creation of additional
judgeshibs |

(7) Formulate and: submit recommendations of policies for the
improvement of the judicial systemn including studies of judicial salaries
. and retirement benofits

(8) Attend to such other matters RELATIVE TO THE BUSI-
NESS OPERATIONS OF SAID COURTS as may be required by the
Chicf Justice and tho Associate Justices

All reports and recommendations prepared pursuant to the provi-

sions of this section shall be submitted to the Chief Justice the Asso-
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" ciate Justices- the judges of the‘courls’bf'record-and_" shall be available
to the,;Judicial Council -

Se’ct‘ion<6 The 511dgéé clerks and all ‘o-thef officers and employés

"State and local of the State courts of record in counties of the first

" and sccond class chall ‘comply with all requests made by the Adminis-

trators e¥ their eﬂﬂale%-ee for information m;d statlstlcal ‘(.latét. bearing
on the state of the ‘ddcl‘{‘étstibf such courts and such other infdrmatiln
aé ma); reflect the JUDICIAT'. business transacted by them and 5}9
* expenditure of [illi)lic mdnéyé for the mainfenaucc and OpGia(ion of tho
'jil.d'iciél. system

Section 7 There is hereby established a Judicial Council whi;h
shall survey the problems of the courts and make recommeundations
to the Chief Justice and the Associate Justices of the Supreme Coﬁr.;‘,
" #he courts the Governor and Legislature for the adoption of procedures
and legislation for simplifyiﬁg and improving the administration ‘-buf
justice and for improving the substantive law

In- the discharge of its duties the Counéil shall conduct a con-

tinuous program of legal résearch and c'om.pi]e'»data showing the volume
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Tt shall cooperate with the ’Administrators'a;ipointed pursuant to

the provisions of <th§s et

Tho Chief.Ju»stico shﬁll appoint one Administrator to act as Secre-
tary of the Judicial Council and of the Judicial Coﬁference 8>11d‘ per-
form guch other duties es may be assigned by the Jndicinl;‘(‘}oimcil

Section 8 The Judicial Council shall Lo composed of the following

(1) Tllo Chief Justice of the Supreme Court who shull be the
chairman

(2) The P*esident Judge of tho Superior Court

(3) The Attornoy General of the Commonwealth

(4) Fen ELEVEN judges of courts of record to be appointed by
the Chief Justice and the Assoc;iato Justices five from the First Judieial
District three from the Fifth Judicial District and twe THREE from
other judicial dfstric!s of tho Commonwealth

“(5) The Chairman of the Judiciary General Committee of the
“Senate the Chairman of the Judiciéry Committee of the House of
Representatives the Chairman of the Civil Procedural Rules Commit;
tee of the Supreme Court and the Chairman of the Criminal Procedurai

Rules Committee of the Supreme Court
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(6) The President of the Pennsylvania Bar Associétion the Chan-
cellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association and the President of tho

Allegheiiy County Bar‘ Association -

(1) Five -members of the public residents of Pennsylvania not

learned in the law appointed by the Governor

(8) Deans of the law schools of Pennsylvania

Section 9 All appointed members of the Judiciai Council shall
hold office during the pleasure of th‘e appointing power No members
of the Judicial Council shall receive any éomApensation for his sorvices
but shall be allowed his necess(ary expenses’ incurred in the perfo'rmance
of his duties

Section 10 The Judicial Council shall meet at the call of the Chief
Justice at least three times a jear

Section 11 The Chief Justice shall call annually a Judicial Con?
ference composed of all the judges va cburts of record within the Com-~
monweéﬂth and shall invite thefeto representatives of -the Bar the
General Aséénihly and other 'pérsons concerned with the administration
of justice for the purpose of discussing and coﬁsidering problémé of the

courts and the further improvement of thie judicial system ;
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‘Sectio_n; v12 The» saluries and othe‘x"‘ expe/nses‘incident -to> the opers-
tion of the Offices of Court Administrator the Judicial Counecil aﬁd the -
Judicial Coﬁférencé shall be pai_d‘ out o‘f the appyOpriatio}Js made tb_

the Supreme Court

Section 18 This act shall take effect iramediately

Wo certify that this bill has passed the Senate and the House of

Represontatives.

President pro tempore, Senate

Veoss00 s et 0 e e

Spea.ke'r,' House of Representatives

Approved The . A. D. 1901,
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