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Tllll GENERAL ASSEMBLY or PBNN8YLVAMl.A 

SENATE BILL 
lfo. 526 Session of 

1981 

MESSHS. SHAFER AND Mc1iIENAMIN, IN PJ,ACE, 
APRIL h, 1961. 

HEPOH'l'ED J<'HO:~[ CO)Dll'el'I•:E ON JUDICIAltY GENERAL, 
AS A)IENDI~D, IN HOUSE OE' HEPIU:SENTA'l'IVES, '. 

JU.XE G, HJ61. 

AN ACT 
I 

Amending the act of June 24, 1039 (P IJ 872) entitled "An act· to 
.. ' 

consolidate amend and revise the penal laws of tho Common-

wealth" defining the crimes of fraudulent U!:'e of cre<lit cards 

and fraudulent obtaining of telecommunications service and pre-

~eribing penalties 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 

EXPLUano~:--C.'l.PITAL LETTERS Indicate new mattu added to bill. :Matter strieken thre\lgh· 
ls to be omitted rrc m bill. 
Undersc.::rln(! ir.d!c~ctes r.ew matter added to existing law. [Brackets] lnd!cate mattu 
str!ci!:en trcm existing Ia.w. 
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l Sedion 1 The act of June 2-l rn:rn (P L 8i2) known as "The 

:2 Pl'nal Code" is amended by addi1ig after section 807 a new section to 

:a read 

.4 Section 898 Fraudulent Use of Credit Canis (a) ''Person71 shall 

:!) mean an individual whether or not of legal age or a copartnershifl or 

6 an association or a corporation and any employc agent diredor or offi~ · 

7 thereof 

g The term "credit card" shaH mean any i<lentiG~ation car<l number 

'9 or other identification device or any document plate coupon or book is-

lO sued or ~ivcu to any person by a person engaged in business so as to 

ll enable· the credit card holder to acquire or obtain money goods personal 

.··) 

12 property or services upon a promise to pay in part or in full therefor at 

13 a future time whether 'or not all or any part of the indebtedness re pre-

14 sented by such promise to make deferred payment is secured or un-

.15 secured 

"16 The term "c1·edit card ho1dcr" shall mean any person (i) to whom 

17 a credit card has been issued or given or (ii) in possession of a credit 

18 card with the consent of the person to whom the credit car<l w:l~ h:sucJ 

19 "Notice" sliall mean an ornl or writteu :Hhire t ra11rn1ittrd to a 

credit card holder or to a person by whom a credit cnrd is presented 
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1 stating in rnbstancc that the privilege of 11:c u~c oi the credit card ha:i 

2 hccn terminnlr·rl or re,·okccl or suspended or limited to the extent or in 

3 th<' 111AJlll('l' sC.t f~rth ii& the notil:e Such 11otiee in \\·riling shall he con· 

4: clushcl.'· -prNt1~1(~cl to have been given to nu~· crc<lit card holder when-

5 deposited tis registered or certified matter in the United States mail 

6 addrcm:cl to rnch crcd:t cnrd holder either at .the i=.ddrc·ss set forth on 

7 t11e (•rcclit eard or lo such holder's last known address 

8 The tNm "rc\·okcd credit card" shall mean n credit car,] the-

9 pri\'ilege an<l use of which h~s been terminated ot suspended or revoked 

10 or limited by the person issuing such c·anl b.r llotice given to the credit 

11 card holder or by notice give11 to the pcr:Son possessing such credit card 

12 (Iii .\11y person wli(~ with tlu.' illh'nt to dcfranJ uses 

13 or :Ht<•mpt:; to me or nid~ and nhct:'i another 111 using for the 

14 )Htl'}HlSC' of olitainillg credit or for the acquisition of money goods 

15 prl)}Wrty or services inc1u1ling but not Jimitc(l to telecommunica-

16 tions spn·iee or tl1e fr<1n.m1ission of <1 message signal or othe1· com-

17 munication b~· tclecon111111nieation or o\·cr telecommunications facili-

18 fie& (i) a credit card which has not been issued or (ii) a credit card which 

19 is not used with the consent .of the person to whom !!nch credit card' 

:W ~issue<! or (iii) a revoked credit card or (fr) a credit card which has 
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1 expired or (v) a credit card which is nltcred or (vi) n counterfeit or false 

2 instrument purporti11g to he n credit 1'nrd sl1nll upon summiu.v convic-
. . . £ 

3 tion thereof if the amount of the crcllit obtnincd hy such U5c docs i1ot .,..... 

4 exceed fifty dollars ($50) be sentenced to )lRY n fino of not more than one 

5 hundred dollars ($100) or to llll<lcr~o impl'isonmcnt for not more than 

6 thirty (30) days or both or if the Ncdit oh!ninl'jl ~· sndi me cxc~ 

fifty dollars ($50) then such person shall ~uiltv of a misdcmean~ 
. -

8 punishable by a fine of not !css - tha:i OliC hundrccl dollars ($100) no~ 

9 more than five hundred dollars ~($500)_~r \mpris'lnmcut for not more 

10 than one (1) year or both 

1.1 (c) Any person who is authori?.crl by a person engaged in business 

12 which issues credit c~rds to furnish goods or services on credit upon 

13 presentation of a credit card by the person to wholll it was issued and 
I I 

14 who with the intent to defraud nn jg~ucr of crc1Ht 1·nrJs or nny person 

15 to whom a credit card has been issued fmnishes goo1ls services or any-
.. ~ 

16 thing of value upon pre.5entation of nn unissucd or expired or rcvo,kcd 

1'1 or altered credit c<l.rd Cir without presentation of a credit csrd or upon 

18 presentation of a credit cnrcl whieh is uot being med with the consent 

19 of the person to whom it was issuctl shall upon summary conviction 

20 thereof if the amount of the credit obtaine1I hy such me does not ex-
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-1 ceed fifty dollars ($50) be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than one 

2 hundred dollars ($100) or to undergo imprisonment for riot more than 

-3 thirty {30) days or if the credit obtained by such use exceeds fifty dol-

4 Jars ($50) then such person ehall be guilty of a misdeme~nor punish-

.5 able b.v a fine of not less than one hundred dollar~ ($100) nor more 

6 than fh·e hundred dollars ($500) or imprisonment for not more than 

7 one (1) year or both 

8 (d) Any person who with the- int~mt to defraud or to aid and abet 

9 another to defraud any persJn of flic lawful charge in whole or in pait 

10 for any telecommunications service shall obtain o'r attempt ti) obtain 

11 or aid and abet another to obtain or to attempt to obtain any telecom-

] 2 munications service (i) h.Y charging such service to an existing telephone 

13 number without the authority of the subscriber thereto or the legitimate 
- -

14 holder thereof or (ii) by charging such service to a nonexistent falrn 

15 £ctitious or counterfeit telephone number or to a suspended terminated 

16 expired canceled or revoked telephone number or (iii) by use of a code 

17 prearranged scheme or ot11er similar stratagem or device wl1ereby said 

18 person in effect sends or receives information or (iv) by installing re-

19 arranging or tampering with any facilities or equipment whether 
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physically inductively a~oustically or C'lcctrouic111ly or (v) Ly any _?ther 

trick stratagem impersonation false l!_l'Clcme false represcntatio.n false 

statement contrivance device or means slrnll lipon summary conviction 

thereof i£ the charge for the SN\'icc obtained or attempted to be olJ­

taincd by such use docs i10t exceed fifty tlollars ($50) be sentenced to 

pay a fine of not mor~ tlum (•HO hundred tlollars ($100) or to uudcrg~ 

imprisonment for not more tlurn thi~~Y (30) days or both or if the charge 

for the sonice obtaiuc<l or attempted to be obtained by such use exceed~ 

fifty dollars ($50) then rnch person shall Le guilty of a rnis<lcmeanor 

punishable by a fine of not less tlian one hundred <loliars ($100) nor 

more than five hundred dollars ($500) or imprisonment for uot more 

than one (1) year or both 

(e) 'l'he offenses for which penalties a~b provided herein shall not 

be exclusive but shall be in addition to existing offenses provided by law 

Seetion 2 'fhis nct shall cffcd im11w11iflh•l:i· SEPTE~lBEH 1 HlGl 
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_ \\,-e ··ertif:-· that thi,- l1ill lws pM~ctl the Senate aHtl the Home of 

llcpreseu t Mi ve~. 

Chief Clerk, Scnat~ 

........................................ 
President pro tempore, Senat~ 

...................... , ................. . 
Speaker, House of Representatives 

Approved The ...••.•• day of .....•...•••••........ A. D. 1961. 

........................................ 
Governor 


