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TBB GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 598 Se&aien of 

1 9 e 1 

MESSHS. DiSILVESTHO, 'VEIN:EH, McGINNIS AND JilcCREESH, 
IN l>LACE, :MAY 2, 1961. 

AS .AM ENJ>ED ON SECOND HEADING, AUGUS'f 14, Hll31. 

AN ACT 
l<:nahltng the Conm1omvralth through the Department of Forests and . 

Waters or nny polith~nl subdivision of tho Commonwealth to 

nequirc hy 1mrr11nrn lc>n~<' gift bequest devise or otherwise eM-

};ASR~lEN'fS for park or r<'sNvoir purposes nntl providing for 

the nssc.mnc>nt nnil sale of such pl'opcrty interests 

Tho Gcncml Assembly of t110 Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

here by enacts as follows 

Evi..uunoN-OAPITAL LETTERS lndlcate new maitu added to blll. llt.ttu ~ ~eu,p 
ls to be omitted Crom bUI. 
Und3nrortng lnd1e&tea new mat\er added to erla\lng l&w. [Bra.eket.s] lndlca~ matt« 
IJtrlcbn from ext.tin• laY. 
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1 Section g 1 Definitions For the purposes of this act the following 

2 dcfiniti~~s shall apply 

(1) 11Ucscn·oir'' Tl1at which is ttsed for purposes including hut 

4 not limited lo water supply flood control con~rvation o:i' ~rcation 

5 (2) "Conservation easementsn An easement or other property in-

6 terest by which the fee owners their heirs successors and assigns are 

1 rC'strictcd from making any changes in their realty inconsistent with 

8 the purposes for which property interests have been acquired as stated 

9 in section 3 of tliis act Such an casement or property interest may 

10 include but sha1l not be Jimited to restrictions against erecting destroy-

11 ing or altering lmildings or other structures removing trees or other 

12 planting <'hanging existing use altering public. utility facilities dumping 

13 of wastes changing any features o{ the natural landscapo or othet' ao-

14 tivitics inconsistent with pr<lscnt use ns R buffer or future U$6 as a 

15 site for parks or rC'sen·oir.s 

16 (3) "Governmental unit" Tho Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

17 acting through the Department of Forests and Waters or any of the 

18 political suhdh·isions of the Commonwealth 

19 (.!) "Politiral i'll btliYi:;ion" Any county city oorough town or town-

20 ship within the Commonwealth of Pennsyhania 
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1 ~ 11I>r0pert;y- iuterer3t!! ~ ~ itt fH'opeFty whatooeyep inehtd 

,, 2 ~ ~ f+t* HmiteJ w a lee eimplo lHe ~ i\dMFO inteFe:l-~ lieenee 

" e6Yeuom t» ~ ~ optieu 6-P eenhaetual iutePest. ff figM eenecFni11g • 
6 Scctio11 3 2 Ac1)\1h:ilion of Preperl;)" IHtePesto CONSERVATION 

7 J·:A8E~f ENTS Tho Co1111nouwralth of l}cnnsylvania through the Dc4 

8 pMtmrul of Forc~ts nntl \Yatcrs or any political subdivision of the Com· 

9 mo11wraJlh 11ow or lwr<.':iftcr !'mpowcrcd to acquire varks or reservoirs 

10 111ny i11 tlw l'Xl')'l'irn of ~uch ))OWor and wlten they determine tliat it will 

11 110 in tho pnhJic interest acquire flFOfWrl]X inte:reota CONSEHVATION 

12 J-:,\Sl-:~f EN'1'8 t.,,. pm·<'haw gift hcquest OH devise & etlieFwise exer.pt. 

18 li;Y tl-itti*+H- ~mAin for the foUowing 1mrposcs (1) to rnservo the land 

14 n~ 11 (11t11ro pink 02· l'('$C'l'rnir site (2) to protect an existing park or rcser-

13 roir or fulnro p:u·k or re.::cr\'Oir site by controlling the use of lands con-

18 fig11011s or IH'.'ll' f o tlrnt park or rescnoir site in order to protect the scenic 

1'1 Mt+tltf'4..ifl 01· w:tt<'r~l1c1l <prnJitirs of the site and tJwrchy cnh::rnce its value 

18 f<l 1110 pul11ic (3) to supply ingrc.ss nnd egress to a park or reservoir 

19 fnc·ility rit h<'r JH'C~ently or hercaf tcr existing ( 4) to expand any park or 

2() rcscnoit· site either presently or hereafter existing 
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1 SECTION 3 ACQUfSlTION OF CONSEHVATIOX l~ASE-

2 )fENTS FOH HJrnEHYOIH PUHPOSES BY J<~~lIN:EN'r DO)fATN 

3 THE CO:\f:MON\VEAL'l'II OF PI~NNSYLVANIA THROUGH THE 

4 DEPART~IJ<;NT O"E' FORESTS A ND \VATEHS OH ANY POLITI-

• 5 CAT, SUBDIVISION OF THE CO~DrONWJ~AI/l'H SIIAT,J, HAVE 

6 TUE POWEH TO ACQUIHE CONSEHYA'l'ION EA8lUIENT8 FOR 

7 }'UTUHE 1nrnEHVOIH SITES OU TO PHOTECT on EXPAND 

8 HESEHVOIH SITJrn NO\V OH IIEHEAFTEit l~XISTING OH TO 

9 PHOYIDE INGRESS AND EGHESS TO J~XISJ'ING HESEHYOIR 

10 SITES BY USE OF JDIINEN'l' DO~rAJX IN THE SA~rE )[ANN.ER 

11 THAT SUCH GOYEHN)CEN'l'AL UNIT ACTlNG AS CONDlDlN-

12 OR IS NO\V on IIERKAI•TJ~H )fAY BE AUTIIOHIZ.ED BY J,A\V 

13 TO CONDE~fN OTIIEH PROPERTY 

14 Section 4 Assessment of J>ropel'l;V- Im~ A*;T twepert,;,. inte1·ec,~ 

16 CONSJ<;HYATION :EASKUENTS ANY CONSEHVA'fION J~ASJ<~-

16 )fEN'l' lteld by a governmental unit for park or r<'rnrvoit· 1)mposcs shall be 

17 exempt from t:lxation Pri·..-atc owners of lands in which a govenmH'ntal 

18 unit also owzis a property: iffi~ CONSEHY.A'fION RAS:E~fENT 

19 under this act shall have t1icfr land as:::esscd on a basis reflecting the land 
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1 me restrictions imposed Ly the goYernmentaJly held )lFope-:rty inteFeet!l 

2 CONSEHYATION EASE)lENTS 

3 Section 5 Disposition of :PFotieFt~ Interests CONSEHVATIO.X 

.4 :EASE)fRNTS If a governmcntnl unit l101di11g a 1iropnt:r inteFest e¥ 

6 iute1·eots CONSEHV.ATION EASE~ll~XT for park or reservoir 1mr-

·6 po~c8 determines that it is no longer dc:i.irnble to hold the flFOpe:rty ~ 

7 AA 0i' intneata CONSERV A'flON RASE~I EN'J' for the~o purposes it 

8 mey: sell ~ interest e11 intereete SH A Lf. Fl HST 0 F.FEH TO SELL 

9 THE SA:\II~ OR .ANY POHTION 'l'IIEHEOF to :my other govern-

10 mental unit or 11nits or to :rny State F<:'tlcrnl or Statc-F~dcrnl agency 

11 JN THE CASE OF A CONSEHVA'l'ION EASE:\fEN'l' FOH HESER-

12 YOIR PURPOSl~S WHICH '\TAS ACQUIHED BY E)rINENT DO-

13 3lAIN IF THE OFFEH 'l'O SELL SUCH CONSEHVATION I~ASE-

1-1 3£ENT TO ANOTIIEH OOVEHNMENTAL UNIT OH TO A STATE 

.15 }<'}:DERAL on S'fAT.E-FEDI~HAL .AGENCY IS HE.JECTI~D TJIE 

.16 GOVERN~IENTAL UNIT IIOI,DING SUCH CONSERVATION 

17 EASE:\£ENT SII.AJ,L 'l'IIEN OFFEH TO HECONVEY THE CON-

18 SEHY .ATION I~ASE:\IENT TO THE CONDE:\lNEE on HIS SUG-

l I 

19 CESSOR IN INTEREST AT THE PHICE PAID UPON COND:i~U-
! :" -.. ~-

20 
Ii 

NATION .AXY SUCH CONSERVATION EAS:K\lENT NOT SOLD ''. 

'· 

"'<'_ 
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TO ANOTIIEH GOVEHN~IENTAI1 UNI1' OR TO A S'l'ATJ<~ :FED-

:ERAI. OH STA'l'E-FEDJU~AT1 AGENCY OR IN 'l'IIE OAS.Ji; OF A 

CONSERVATION EASEMJ<~NT FOH RESEHVOIH PUHPOSES AC~ 

QUII~ED BY .EMINENT DO~fAIN TO THE CONDE~fNEE OR 

IIlS SUCCESSOH IN INTEHEST SHAT.Ti BE SOLD AT I1UBJ.IC 

SALE IN THE MANNEH PROVIDI~D BY I1A 'V In the ('ase of the-

Commonwealth ANY such transfer shaH be authorized by the Governor· 

upon the recommendation of the Secretary of :Forests and 'Vaters Jn 

the case of any political subdivision of tho Commonwealth ANY such. 

transfer shall be made by the duly authorized official or officials thereof 

AH proceeds from the sale of pPoperfy iatereato CONSERVATION 

EASE~fENTS acquired for park or reservoir purposes shall be deposited· 

in tho General Fund in the case of the Commonwealth or in the fund· 

('Omparablc thereto in the case of any other governmental unit 

SECTION G PO\\TER OF :EMINENT DOMATN 'fO CONTINUE 

AS HERETOFORE NOTHING HEREIN CONTAINED SIIALTJ BE 

CONSTRUED AS A I.nnTATION UPON TTIE POWEH OF ANY 

GOVERNMENTAL UNIT TO ACQUIHE J_,AND l~OR PAHK PUR­

POSES BY )[EXNS OF EMINENT DO)LAIN AS AUTHORIZED· 

20 
UNDEH EXISTING LAW 
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1 Section 4:; 7 ScvcraLility Inconsistent J.aws If nny section provision 

2 · or dausc of this net shall be declnrc<l inrn1i<l or inapplicable to any 

3 persons or circumstances such action shall not be construed to affect 

the rest of the act or circumstancM not so affected All laws or portions 

5 
of lawi inconsistent with the policy and provisions of this act are hereby •• 

G repealed to that extent 

7 Section !f 8 Effective Date This act shall tnkc effect immediately 

\Ye certify that this bill has passed the Senate and the House of 

Hcµrescntativcs. 

. ...................................... . 
Chief Clerk, Senate 

. I 

........................................ 
J>rcshlcnt pro tcmporc, Senate 

• I I I I I I I I I I I I I I • I I e I f I I • I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

Speaker, House of Hcprcsentatives 

ApproYed The ...•••.• day of .•••.•..•••........... A. D. 1061 . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Governor 


