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. ·llrevio"·s \l.rit~·s NJ"i 1so'I..-_...,.. Pr·1nter's No.-1047 . '\; f i. j- \ ~. r\'>~ s .. ·T~E GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 670 8ealon of 

1 9 6 1 

~nrnsns. J,ANE, WEINEH, DEVLIN AND SAUHAF, 
IN PLACE, MAY 23, 1961. 

AS AMENDED OX TlllHD HEADIXG, JUJ,Y 7, 1961. 

AN ACT 
EstnLH~hiug a family ~ divioioa iH #te ~ el'. Cemmaa ~ 

FA~UJ,Y COURT of Allegheny County imposing certain juris-

diction O\"Cr Actions and other matters involving the family pro-

viding for a chief judge and board of judges clerk director: and 

professional and other employcs transferring certain duties of 

the Jm·enile Comt of Allegheny County and the <lomestic rcla-

tions t'omt JH.1meh of the county court to the family court dWi-

~ pro,·i1li11g for l'uLdivi5ions in the family court division estab-

llUu.N.l!'IoM--OAPlTAL L1ITTKR8 lnd1oa~ new matter &dd&d io bW, MAttw lfriektn Ulroqla 
lll ~ be om1~1.ed fiom bill. 
UlldUICO?tna lndlcate.s new matter &ddtd to ~ law. l~l lnd.1C&UI m.a.ttis 
itrlOlien from ewunc l&w. 
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li~hi11g 11r11l'e1lurC'~ for- nTotwili;t1io11 nnd pro\'hling for lhc iuves-

ligation :11111 r<'po1t of n·h•nrnt fn.l'fm1l i11fon11ntion 

Tlil' G cne1·nl ..\ l'~r111hl,\· of I 111• Com 111011\\'l'C\lt h of P<'nnsy lnmia 

hcrcLy enaet'3 as follows 

Seetiou 1 Short 'filll' 'I'lii,: lll'I ~hnll h0 known nncl may be citccl a:o. 

the "F:nnil~· Cnmt of .\ lle~hc>11y (\l\!lll,\' ,\cot" 

Srrtion 2 J>1npo~(' C'o11~trndi1111 AXll 81':\'EIL\Bll.TTY The pur­

po:--:C':; of thh:. HC't nn• to t•li111i11atl• till' p1·11.H•11t frngml'nt:ition of jlll'isdic­

tion over mnttcrs i11n1h·i11g tlu' fnmil.r nrul to provhlo n proper forum 

with traine>d jmlieial nnd other profeMlonal 11orsonnel thereby correlating 

the knowledge and tcrlrniqucs n\'nilnhlo for solution of immcJintc famil.v 

problems This aet shall be libernll.v construed so ns to fully accomplish 

these purposes THE PHOVISIONS 01•' 'l'IIJS ACT ARE SEVER­

ABLE AND H' ANY OF 'I'll!<: PHOVISIO~S IIEHEOI<' ARE HELD 

TO BE UNCONSTITUTIONAi, SUCH DECISION SHALT, NOT 

BE CONSTRUED TO IMP AIR A NY OTHER PROVISION OF 

THIS ACT IT IS HEREBY D:ECT,ARED AS THE LEGISLATIVE 

14 INTENT THAT TITI8 ACT "'OULD HAVF. BEEN ADOPTED 

15 HAD SUCH UNCONSTITU'fTONAT. PROVISIONS NOT BEEN 

16 INOJ,UDED HEREIN 
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1 Section 3 .Family Comt Estalilishc<l fte Dh·ioien e-f ~ * ~ 
2 me-a ~ tit Allegheay Cel:laty ~ is bePeey estaaliehed fte a- tlh·i:ie1:t 

3 * t.l+e ~ ~ Cenuaen ~ * Allegheny Ce'tl:nty & eepaFate ftfft-l 

4 tltatiae~ ~ t-9 oo kaewn tte t-lte }'amily Get+ff e-f 1'-::llegheny Ceunty 

5 A9 & ai;·ieieH f4 ~ e01Hlll0B ~ ~ ~ family ettttff ~ tte ft e&ttff 

6 0£ Peeeftl 1Hl4 eltt"H-l fl.a¥e ff-ll ~ })0W€l'S ~~ ffitlY ea €XCPeiseJ },y tlte 

7 eee.1IHeB ~ ~ ineluding the 11ewera sf a effitl'-t- ft{ CftHity TIIEHE 

8 IS HEREBY ES'I'ABT.ISIIED THE F1UIILY COUHT OF ALLE-

9 GIIENY COUNTY "WHICH SHALL HA YE TNTEOHATED .JURIS· 

10 DICTION OVER CAUSES AND ACTIONS INVOLVING 'l'IIE 

11 FAMILY AS SET OUT IN THIS ACT THE FA~IILY COUHT 

1! SHAT,L BE A COUH1' OF RECOHD AND SHAU, HAVE TIIr; 

-13 POWJ<~RS OF A COUHT OF J<:QUITY FOU THE AD.HJST~IEN'I' 

14 OF J<"'AMILY PROBLEMS SUCH AS THE PAHTITION OF PHOP· 

15 ·ERTY BETWEEN HUSBAND AND WIFE AND THE GRANT-

16 ING OF INJUNCTIONS TO EFFECT COMPJ,TANCE \VITII THIS 

17 ACT AND THE ORDERS OF THE .FAMILY COURT AND THE 

18 PROTECTION OF THE INTERESTS OF THE FA~HLY THE 

19 I'AMIJ_,Y COURT AJ,SO SHALL HAVE ORBUNAL JUHISDIC-

20 TION 'VIIERE SO PROVIDED BY THfS ACT AND SIIAT.T. PHO· 

(.· 
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1 YIDE I•ou A JUHY 'l'HIAT. IN 'J'IJOSJ~ CASJ<:s WHERE SUCH 

2 IS REQUIHED UY I.A \\r AND SllAl,f, ADOPT RULES 01'' CRIM-

3 1NAL J>HQCEOUHE TO GOYEHN SUCH ACTIONS 

4 Section 4 Jlidgcs At. ~ H+fee jutlgee eleeted 6i" ap~0h1ted: t-& .f.he 

5 emee e4 ~ el eemn1on ~ ~ &e Aeeigfled ~ ~ F1eei(le8~ ~ 

6 ef, eemraoR ~ t-& tM family ~ ft.R+l Hte jTitlgeo oo 001ig+ied tegetlier 

7 witfi ~ Hie"ttm~en~ ~ et Htt> JuveRile ~ a+ AllegheRy Cenat' 

8 M t-Jtt, ~ #00 ae4-~ ~ ~ eeFHI~Piee +he ~ &! Jl-ldgea * 
9 t-he l<~amil:; Gooff ~ jmlges Miegned l+y ~ P1eflideH* ~ mey ea 

10 aasigRed oo a flCPnlAneRt ~ !fl.te PrN'liaeF.~ Judge ~ Jeai~ate eBe 

11 &£ ~ fl<Jeigned jndgPs ~ eltW ~ THE FAMILY COURT SHATJL 

12 CONSIST Ol' A'f f,EAST FOUH JUDGES THHEE o~~ WH6M 

13 SHALT, BE APPOIN'l'ED BY THE GOVERNOR UPON THE 

14 EFJ!'ECTIVE DATE O"F 'fIIIS ACT AXD WHO SHALL SERVE 

15 UNTIL THEY OH TIIEII{ SUCCJ.:ssons AHE ET,EOTED TO ~UOH 

16 OFFICE AT THE N.EXT HEGULAH .JUDICTAT, EJ,ECTION IN 

17 AJ.T,EGIIENY COUNTY THE INCUMBENT JUDGE OF THE 

18 JUYENII,E COUH1' OF AT.T.EGHENY COUNTY SIIAJ,J, RI<~ A 

19 JUDGE OF 'flll<~ FA)flf.Y COUH1' ALTJ FAMILY COURT 
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l JUDGES SIIAI,L BE I.EARNED IN THE J,A "r AND SIIAJ,Ji 

2 HOLD OYFICE FOR THE PERIOD OF Tl~N Y1'~ARS IF TIU;Y 

3 . SHA.LL SO LONG BEHAVE TIIEMSET~VES \VEtI. THE JUDGES 

4 OF THE FAMILY COURT INCLUDING THE JUVENIJ.E cou.nT 

5 JUDGE SHAI.L COMPRISE THE IlOAHD OF JUDGES OJ.' THE 

6 FAMILY COURT AND ONE OF THEil? NUMBER SIIAI,L B~ 

7 DESIGNATED BY TJIE:M AS CHIEF JUDG:E TO SEHVE FOR 

8 SUCH TEIUl AS THE BOAHD BY HULE SHALT, PHOVJD:I<; 

9 JUDGES OF THE FAMILY COURT SHALL HECEIVE THE 

10 SA~IE COMPENSATION AS THAT PAID TO THE JUDGES OF - . 
11 1'IIE COURT OF CO~L\ION PLEAS O:F AlLEGIIENY COUNTY 

12 AND THE CH~E:b' JUDGE SIIAI,L RECEIVE THE SAME CO:M-

() 13 PENSATION AS THAT PAID TO THE PRESIDENT JUDGE OF 

14 THE COURT OF CO:M~fON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY 

15 Section 5 Chief Judge The chief judge shall be the chief adminis-

16 trntive and exeoutive officer for the family court and shall 

17 

18 ~ (1) ISSUE AN ANNUAL REPORT AS TO TIIE OPERA-

19 TIONS AND PROBLK\fS OF THE :F.A~lITiY COURT 'VHICJI 

20 REPORT SHAI,L BE :MADE PUBLIC AND SHALT, BE DELIV-
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l ERED TO 'fllE CO)l)USSION:EHS OF ALT,EGIIENY COUNTY 

2 l'JU; GOVERNOR THE GENEUAJ, ASSE~lBT,Y AND ANY 

3 OTHER GOVEHN~fE.t\T AGENCIES HEQUJ:STIXG -SUCII HE· -

4 POHT 

5 (2) Preside at meetings of the Board o! Judgc.s of the Family 

6 Court 

7 (3) .Appoint tho~ )fASTJ<~HS A};D RKFEREES of the family 

8 court flll(l subject to tho nppro,·al of fl1c hoard of judges appoint tho 

9 dire~tor of the admiuistrat h:e and professional staff 

10 (4) Supen·ise the work of the director and employes urider his 

11 supervision 

12 (5) Have all the powers and duties necessary to make the pro--

13 visions of this act effective except in so far as it is otherwise provided 

14 Sect.ion 6 Board of Judges The board of judges shall have the 

15 power and duty to 

16 (1) Appro•e the director appointed by the chief jizdge 

17 (2) Make aJHl promulgate fH.I ~AND PUBLISH RULES AND 

18 n'.!gnlatious :md forms required to carry out the provisions of this act 

19 including (i) court mies of procedure and practice :FOR CIVU .. CRTMI-

20 NAL AND OTHER OASES 'VITHIN TIIE JURISDICTION OF 
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1. 'I'JIE }'.1.\~lIJ.'y COUJ>'l' (1''1) l f -' f l • b f ~' • .1 \ ru cs o prorcum·e or iearmgs e ore 

2 masters and referees and appeals from their tiiulings and rcconnnenda-

3 lions Rllll (iii) rules as to admissibility of evidence regtlraiHg ~ repo1·ta 

5 USE OF INv:gsTIGATIONS HEPOHTS AXD O'l'llEH }'INDINOS 

6 OF_ THE STAI<'}' OH CONSULTANTS TO THE COURT PllO-

7 YJDED ALL IN'J'EHESTED PAHTIES HAVE DUE ADVANCE 

8 NOTICE OF AJ,I, SUOH FINDINGS AND HEJ>OHTS AND UPON 

9 IU<;QUES'l' AN OPPOHTUNJTY TO CHOSS-EXA~UNE THE AU-

10 THOH THEHEOF 

11 (3) Adopt I\ Eeal for tho use Qf the court which seal shall be affixed 

12 to all writs proceeses tr~uscripts and other official documents issued by 

13 or under the direction o{ the court 

14 (4) Establish the policies for the conduct <>f the family C-O\lrt 

15 (5) Prepare and submit its annual budget to the l>FesidPnt ~ 

16 e.f eemmou ~ CO:\L\IJSSIOXEBS OF .Al.LEGIIEXY COUNTY 

17 (G) Prepare and publisl1 tlff 1mmrnl ~ e.f. ilie weffi e.f. t.he fAmil,¥ 

18 ~ ~ re~er+ ~ iueluclr ~ffi REPORT8 COXTAINING 

19 statis1iral anil other 1lata p<'rtaining to tl1c w01·k AM fieniem of tho 
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l cout't rrscard1 stndie:\ t'•llHlt1ck1l bv tlic :::tnlT nrnl :rnv rccomniendations . , . 
2 for legishttio11 

3 Section 7 ~ e+ HtP ~ ~ I•e1'rlo1mel ~ ~ ~ &{ 

4 Hte fftmily ~ ~ fljll*lin~ ft ~ w#6 ~ llerfel'm ~ ~ ft.3 

5 ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ PHOTHONOTARY CLEHK 

6 COUH'r PEHSONNEJ. 'l'llfo: PHO'J'llO:\OT.\HY OF AT.1.EGHENY 

7 COUNTY SHALL BE Tin: el.EHi\ OF 'l'llE FA~lILY couni' 

S AND PEHFOIOf ALL 'l'ItE l>tJ'l'IES 'l'JIEHEOF A'l1 '1'HE PT.ACE 

g DESIGNATED J'OR 'J'llE llOl.lHNO OF RAID C'OTTRT THEHE 

10 
SHAJ,T~ BE :ESTAHI.ISIIEI> AN OFFICE lN CHAHGE OF A 

11 
CLERK APPOINTED BY THE PHOTIIONOTARY "rITII THE 

12 
APPHOYAT, OF THE BOAHD OF ,JUDGES 'YIIO SHALT, HAYE 

13 
CUSTODY OF THE SEAL TO RE l<EPT AT SUCH PLACE AS 

14 
'VELL AS O~" THE DOCKET OF THE COURT AND ALT, P.APEHS 

15 
PERTAINING TO THE nusn~:ESS OF THE C'OUHT AT SUCH 

16 
PI~ACE THE BOAHD fff JUDGES slwll appoint such comt p<'rsonnel 

17 
indmling tipstaves as arc 11ecC'ssary for the c>ffi<'iC"nt operation of the 

18 
court The personn<'l appointC>d uwlc-r this $N·tion shall lJc> nmkr the 

19 
supervision of the ~ fHifl .JUDGE TO 'YII011 THEY ARE AS-

20 
SIGNED IF SPECIAL ASSIGX:\fENT IR 1L\DE RUT OTHEH-

,; 



, I 

1 

2 

a 

' 
15 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

n Printer's No.-1047 
\VISE UNDER THE SUPEHVISION O"F THE chief juJg13 

Section 8 Director of the Administrative and Profcs...'1onal Staff (a\ 

The director of the administrati\"'e and professional staff of tho family 

court sha11 be a profcssionaJly qualified probation officer with A graduate 

degree in social work or behavioral sciences OH 01'' EQUIYAT,J<:NT 

EXPERll~NCE and shall have had such work experience as required 

by the board of judges The director shall be appointed by the <'hief judge 

with the approval of the board of judges 

(b) The director shall have the power and duty to 

(1) Supervise the work of the administrative and professional staff 

but not that of the clerk and court personnel provided for in section 7 of 

this act 

(2) Conduct such investigatio'ns studies reports aud services as re­

quested by the family court or any judge thereof 

(3) Appoint or employ such assistant directors marriage and family 

counselors probation officers case workers SOCIAL WORKERS inves· 

17 
· tigators psyr11iatrists psychologists statistirians derks stenographers and 

18 

19 

other per:;onnel as arc required to f'fficiently carr.v out the work of the 

administrative and profrssional staff 
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(4) Prepare and make available to the cotJrt tho Preaiaeftt. ~ 

~ eetemen ~CHIEF JUOG:E AND l30AHD 0}, JUDGJc~S private 

or 1)ub1ic agencies an<l the general public statistical reports data nnd 

tmalyses of the services of tl10 staff ~mtl court 

(6) (xmt1'~t with private Qf pulJlio agencies for servic.es e~sential 

to the operation of the family c:ourt p1ovided that mch contrac~ shall 

ho ~pproved by th.e board Qf jqdges 

(6) Ref er such cllses as directed by the court 01· in his own djscre· 

tion to tidvate or public agencies as are best Able to offer the services 

required 

("/) Cooperate with coJleges universities and community org1u1iza· 

tions undertaking programs relating to the work of the court 

Seeti<m 9 Profesaional and Administrative Staff {a) All staff person­

nel appointed by the director eh.all be selected appointed and promoted 

under a personnel system based on merit and qualification as deter-

mined by the board of judges 

(h) Each member of tl1e staff shall have such e<lucation and expe­

rience qualifications as set ·forth by the board for the position to which 

he or she is to be appointed 
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1 (c) The salary paid each member of the staff e.ball be at least com-

2 mensurate with that paid by CommonwE.'alth agendes for persons of 

3 simiJar qualifications 

• (d) Paychil\trists -psychologists and other profe~sional personnel 

~ may be employed on a part-time or consulting basis 

6 (e) In-sen·ice training and internships may be provided as a.pproved 

7 by the board of judges and college or university students engaged in 

8 programs relating to the work of the court may be employed on a part-

9 time basis 

10 Section 10 Masters Re.ferees Masters or referees learned in the Jaw 

11 -~ tie appeh1ted ~ 4e ~ ~ te ~ teetirRe»' aa4 ma*e HftaiBga 

12 ef. l&et. a00 Pee0HllfteHflatiOHf! ffi f\ftY' HlRtteftl wit~ltl ~ jttPiseJie4ieH &f. 

13 ~ e6ffff ~ ~ Hie fi11tliHge ~ MeemnH"HflRtlaHe &€ +he masters 

14 -01' pefe1ees shAfl he allowed as flP0·1icled by Jaw OR OTHl~R"TJSR 

l~ :MAY BE APPOINTJ<~D BY TIIE CHIEF JUDGE TO CONDUCT 

16 INVESTIGATIONS AND 'fO HOLD HEARlNGS AND TO :MAKE 

17 RECOMMENDATIONS AND REPORTS IN ANY MATTERS 

18 'VITIIIN THE JURISDICTION OF THR COURT v.rIIERE SUCH 

19 IS PERMirrvrED BY J,A "T APPEATA~ FROM THE FI~DINGS 

20 AND RECO)HfENDATIONS OF THE MASTERS OR REFEREES 
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1 AND HEARINGS DE NOVO SHALT, UE ALI.O,VJ<;D AS PRO· 

2 VIDED BY LA \V OR UUJ,E OF COURT Masters and referees shall 

3 be compensated at a rate determined by the board of judges AND MAY 

4 BE ASSIGNED .FRO:.\! THE REGULAR PROFESSIONAi, STAFF 

5 OR SPECIAJ.,T,Y AI>POINTED l!'RO:M OUTSIDE THE STAFF 

6 FOR A P AHTICUJ,AR MATTER 

7 Section 11 Jurisdictions The family court shall havo eHelto1eiv-e juris· 

8 diction in Allegheny County in the following cases actions or proceed· 

9 ings 

10 (1) Divorce from the bonds of matrimony and from bed and boat'\l 

11 ··and annulment of marriage including the disposition of the following 

12 issues· and matters 

13 (i) the determination and disposition of property rights and inter· 

14 ests between spouses including any rights created by any antennptial or 

15 postnuptial agreement and including the partition of property held as 

l6 tenants by the entireties or otherwise and any accounting between them 

17 and the order of any alimony maintenance counsel fees costs or other 

18 allowance authorized by law 

19 (ii) the future care custody. and visitation rights as to children of 

20 such marriage or purported marriage 



ta Printer's No.-1'047 

1 (iii) support maintenance or asaisfanc-e for the benefit of any child 

2 of such marriage or purported marriage 

3 (iv) the approval of any proper settlement involving any of the 

4 matters set forth in subclauses (i) (ii) and (iii) as submitted by the parties 

5 (v) any other matters pertaining to sueh marriage and divorce or an-

6 nulment authorized by Jaw and which fairly and expeditiously rosy be 

7 determined and disposod of in such action 

8 (2) Perti:iining t-0 maintenance or failure to maintain or to desertion 

g and nonsupport of I\ wife child including a child born out of wedlock or 

lO. parent 

11 
(3) Concerning :my minor under eighteen years of age wftieh we1e 

12 
1nevioue .f.e this ~ within #re jn1is(}ietion ef. #t-e Jlweaile ~ * 

13 Alleghrn:y Count~. AS PROVIDED FOR ·ny THE ACT OF JUNE . ' 
14 . 3 l933 (I~ J, l449) AS AMENDED AND KNO'VN AS THE "JUV­

ENIJ,E COURT J,A 'V OE' ALLEGHENY COUNTY" 'VHIOII AOT 15 
. 

16 
. W1IERE APPJ.,ICABLE SHALT, CONTROL ALL JUVENILE 

..... 
17 

~f ATIEUS Bl~FOUF. TIIE FA11Il,Y COURT . 

18 
(4) Wbere adults are charged wit11 contributing to or encouraging 

19 
ot tending to cause by any act of omission or commission the delinquency 
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l neglect or dependency of any child when s11~h act of omhsion or eommis· 

2 sion is a violation of an.v State Jaw or ordinance of an.v politil'al sub-

3 division of the Commonwealth 

4 (5) Concerning assault and battery by one spouse upon another 

5 spouse or b_y parent upon child or by child upon parent THAT CON· 

6 STITUTE ~IISDJ~~IEANOTIS RATHEH THAN FJ<;T,ONIES 

7 (G) Conceming bastardy Qr paternity AND 'VJIICU AOTIONS 

8 .MAY BE TRIED BY CIVIL PROOEDURI·~ HATIIER THAN AS 

g CHIMES ACCORDING TO RULES PROMUJ,GATED BY THE 

lO FAMILY COURT 

11 
('1} Concerning charges of surety of the peace between spouses o~ 

12 
between parents and children 

13 IN RACH OF THE ABOVE OASES 'VHERE TIIE FAMILY 

14 COURT EXEROISI<:s CRnHNAT. JURISDIOTfON THE RIGHT 

15 TO A JURY TRIAT~ AND THE CONSTITUTIONAL GUARAN-

16 TEJ1:S FOR THE PROTECTION OF THOSE ACCUSED OF 

17 CRDIE SHAT,L BE HEJ,D INVIOJ,ATE AND ANY HEARING 

l8 CONDUCTED SHALT, BE ACCORDING TO RUI~ES OF CRIM· 

19 
INAI~ PROCEDURE THE FAMILY COURT SHALL HAVE SUCH 
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1 EQUITY POWEHS .AS AHE <XEOESSAHY }~OR THE PAHTI-

2 'J'lOS OF PHOPEHTY BE'l'\\'EEN HUSBAND AND \VlFE AND 

3 1-'0lt THE EFl,.EOTU A'l'IO~ OF JUST(CJ<; BETWEEN ME)IBEHS 

4 OF THE FA)f IJ,Y AND PHO'l'EOTING 'l'lIE ~'.A .. )iILY FHO~f 

5 OU'f8IDE lNTEIU'EHRNOB PUOCEDtJHE UNDER THE "JU-

6 \'EXILE COUHl' f,A\\' OF AT,I~I<~GilENY COUNTY" AS AMEND-

7 ED Sii Al.f, BE AS NO\\' JlflOVlDED BY LA \V AND RUI,E OF 

8 COUHT SUllJEC1' TO SUCH CHANGE AS :MAY IIEREA:rfER 

9 BE .\JAUE IN SUCH LA\V OU HULE OF COUUT 

10 Section 12 Declaratory Judgments Tue family court may gtant 

11 an<I issno <IC'C'IRr.qtory judgments as to the validity of any marriage di-

12 vorce or matrimonial causes decree and in such other cases as provided 

13 by Jaw 

14 Section ta Conciliation Either spouse may file with tlie court an ap-

15 plication for conciliation which application shall be forwarded to the 

16 director for investigation 'When the director reports that attemptg at 

17 reconciliation are 1nacticable and in the interests of the family the family 

18 court may issue a conciliation citation to the 'Parties and require their at· 

19 tendance and participation in conferences presided over by a member of 

20 the staff Upon order of the court any action for support or for the ter· 
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1 ruination of marriage may be stayed for ninety clays following a concila-

2 tion citation during which such conferenc<'s shall be held this period may 
.-. 
ic--
-

3 be extended by agreement of the parties If at the end of the ninety <laya 

4 or longer agreed upon period a recondlation has been effected the con-

5 ciliation department shall prepare a conciliation stipulation for the dis-

6 missal of any pending matrimonial action but if no reconciliation has 

7 been cff ected such fact shall be certified by the director to the court nnd 

8 any pending matter shall be heard without dc1Ry The court may order 

9 payment of temporary alimony or support a11c1 ehiltl support duri11g tho 

10 pendoncy of the conciliation proceeding antl may on~c1· the attendance 

11 of witnesses at the conferences All statements mado by pRrties during the 

12 course of conciliation shall be confidential communications Rll•l ~hnll not 

13 be admissible in evidence in any proceeding for 11ny purpose Cooperation 

14 with conci1iation efforts shall not be rC'gardcd Rs C<>ndouation <>f any 

15 matrimonial offense During the conciliation period referrals may he 

16 made to outside public or private agencies for counseling or other senfoes 

17 but in all cases submission to counseling slrnll he vohmtary and not 

18 compulsory 



,·, 

11 Printer's No.-1047 

1 Section 14 Procedure Tho procedures before the family court shall 

2 boas pro\·idcd by Ja,v rulo of the Supreme C<iurt or by rule of the family 

3 court 

4 Section 15 )Jisccllancous Powers of the :F:unil.r Court In addition 

5 to the pewe¥tl eenfened ~ ffiw ~ #ta ~ * e-E1Hl:'ffi0B ~ A-H4 ~ 

6 powers conferred elsewhere in the act the family court shall have the 

7 power to 

8 (1)' Appoint a guardian ad Iitem to represent and proteot the in-

9 tcrcsts of any minor child whose parents are adverse parties in an action 

10 before the court 

11 (2) Require that payments of support or other allowances ordered 

12 by the court shall be made directly to the court or other public agency 

13 designated hr the court 

14 (8) Commence upon its own motion contempt proceedings in ca~ 

15 of arrearages in support or other allowances ordered by the court 

16 (4) Request ~ DETAU,ED reports and recommendations by 

17 tho director on any relevant aspect of a case before the court 

18 (6) Require answers und.:ir oath to interrogatories relating to any 

19 matter before the court and in support cases such interrogatories ma,y 
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1 be clirectcd to tho financial circumstances oi the interrogated party 

2 (6) On its own motion require a~y party to an action before it 

3 to appear in court and testify notwithstanding that tho party is not 

4 within the territorial jurisdiction of the court BUT IS ELSE W IIEHE 

5 IN PENNSYI.VANIA OR IF OUT OF PENNSYLVANIA IS A 

6 DO:MICIJ,I.AHY OF TIIIS COMMON\VEAJJrrr 

7 ('1) Dismiss any aotion and after such dismissal refer the parties 

8 t-0 any appropriate agency private or public 

~ f?ection 16 Faciliti~s ang ;Reoords (~) ~~par~te fac.ilities and a cen-

10 tral repository for all reports and records shall be provided !l!he deelcet& 

ll &B4 Feeof'(ls ~ iW()eeeaiRga e:f t-Re ~ el+&ll ~ ~ se~~Pate ff&m ~ 

12 tleeli~te tt-R4 PeeaPd;:J &f. .the ~ '4 eeBua~~ ~ 

13 (b) Records may be withheld irom inqi~(}r~niiq~t~ PllliH~ j.Q.s~ctio}l 

l'l: by ord~r of court provided that in any pen~ing prQ~~ajipg .(lll report~ 

15 records <>r qtlier informatfoµ shall b~ mad.~ ~rnjlapll) f9 f};U jµ,t~1est!?-d 

J.6 parti~s ang t4~ir <,Wu:g.~~l 

17 Seetiop. 17 A.ppe~h Appeal~ :from fhrnJ ~m;l~rs d,e.9W-9AA ,o-, judge-

18 IQ.ent~ 9f th~ :f1µµ,ily 9Q\lrt ~4alJ b~ dif~etly tq U1~ S,µv~.rn>r Q9urt 

19 ~~~ti9~ l~ ,P~ndmg Ljti~aHon ~Jl Ill~H~rli mt4jµ tb.-~ j\l;r~etfon 

20 of the family oourt pending in any oourt of Allegheny County when 
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1 this act. takes effect shall continue until concluded in tho court with 

2- present jurisdioti-011 After the cffectivo date of_ this act all lHigatioll 

3 ,.,ithin the jurisdiction of tho family court shall be filed exclusively with 

4 the family court EXUEPT WHERE CONCURRENT JURISDIC-

5 'l'ION EXISTS llY J,,A \V 

6 Section 19 Certain Employes Records Transferred The employes 

7 records appropriations and all other matters of the Juvenile C<lurt of 

8 Allegheny County and the Domestic Hc1ations Seetiou COUH'l' of the 

9 County Court of Allegheny County are hereby transferred to the Fam-

10 ily Court of AJkgheny County 

11 Section 20 J uYcnile Court J:H.dgo Rereal ef Juv:eBile ~ Mw 

12 &t A1legheny County M 4-l+e f'ff4 &!'.+he~ &t +he iRe1lB1aeRt javeBile 

13 ~ j-HJge 6i' it ~ juc:Jgee"hip shoald he ¥Aeated ~ aey #me at the #me 

14 ~ vaeaRey oee1:1PG #le judgeehip a+ .t-ke .T11veRile ~ ef AllegheBy 

15 .Qotiaty eltall e€'aOO te ~ &Rd~ M+ &t ~ ~ ~ ~ ;[, ~ kBOWB 

16 ft5 ~ "JaveHile ~ l,a.w ef .. '\lle~eay C01rnty'' i£J heFchy Fepealed 

17 &H~ ~ ~ ee effeetive M ~ ead ef #J.e tffm e.f -tfi.e pi'CCffi~ iHemn-

18 ~ j-Hdge el' ~ vAeRHey aeeuning i:e 8*eh efil.ee whieheveP oeeuPe 

19 ~ OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY SECTION QI<' FAMILY COURT 

20 AJ,L STATUT}:S PEH'l'AINJNG TO THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
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1 
ALLEGHENY COUNTY SHALi, CON'l'INUE IN FOHOE AND 

2 
EFFECT EXCEPT AS :\CODIFIED on OHAN01':D BY 'l'Ill<: PHO-

3 
VISIONS OF THlS ACT 'l'IU: J UVJ<:Nl 1.1·~ COUH'l' SHAl,L llf~ A 

4 --
SECTION Ol"' THE FA~IILY COUH'f AND TUB JU~OULAHT,Y 

6 
};LEOTED JUDGE OF THE JUVJ<~NILI~ COUH'l' SHAT.I, ng THE 

6 
EXECUTIVE AND AD:MINISTHATIVE HEAD O~"' SUOH SEO-

7 
'l'ION AND SHALL HA VE THE PRUfARY UESPONSIBILlTY 

8 
. FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF LA \VS PERTAINING TO JUVE-

9 
NII,J<~S AND 'l'HE OPERATION OF 'flIE SECTION \vnEN NEED 

10 
ARISES THE JUVENILE COURT JUDGJ<; :MAY BEQUEST OTH-

11 
ER JUDGES OF THE FAMII,Y COURT TO HEAR JUVENILE 

12 
)fATTERS AND THE CHIEF JUDGE MAY REQUEST THE 

13 JUYENU,E COURT .JUDGE TO SIT ON OTHER DOMESTIC 

'. 14 RJ<;LATIONS ~fATTEHS THE STAFF OF THE JUVENILE COURT 

15 SHAJ,J, SERVE THE JUVENILE COURT SECTION OF THE 

16 FAMILY COURT AND IN ADDITION SHAJ,T, PERFORM SUCH 

17 OTHER SERVICES FOR THE F A:MIT,Y COURT AS DIRECTED 

18 BY THE BOARD O:F JUDGES 'VITH THE CONCURRE}TCE OF 

19 THE JUVENILE COURT JUDG"E INCI,UDING THE TRAINING 

20 OF PROFESSIONAT, S'fAr'J<' FOR THE FAMILY COURT 
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1 Section 21 Repeals All other acts and parts of acts are repealed in 

2 ao lar they are inoonsietent herewith 

3 Section 22 Effective Date Th.is act shall take efreot imm.ediately 

We certify that this bill has passed the Senate a.nd the House of 

Repreaenta ti vet. 

• • C • I • • • e e • • e I • I I I • • • I I I I I I • • • I • ti I I I I 41 I • 

Ohlef Olerk, Senate 

........................................ 
President pro temp_ore, Senate 

........................................ 
Speaker, Holl88 of Representative.a 

Approved The ••.•.•.• day ()f •••••••••••••••••••••• A. D. 1911. 

" ..... ' ................................ . 


