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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 670 Teet

MESSHS. LANE, WEINER, DEVLIN AND SARRAY,
IN PLACE, MAY 23, 1961.

AS AMENDED ON TIIIRD READING, JULY 7, 1961.

AN ACT

Establishing a femily eourt divicion in the Court of Common Pleas
FAMILY COURT of Alleghen); County imposing certain juris-
diction over actions and other matters involving the family pro-
viding for a chief judge and board of judges clerk director and
professional and other employes trausferring certain duties of
the Juvenile Court of Allegheny Count_s; and the dom?:stic rela-
tions conrt beaneh of the county court to the family court divi-

sier providing for subdivisions in the family court divisien estab-

L e ]
BxriaNATION—OAPITAL LETTERS indicate naw matter addad to bill, Matter sizickon—through
s to be omitted from bill.

Undarscoring indicates new matter addad to axisting law. [Brackets] lndicate matter
steicken from from existing faw,
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’Iishing lu'u.c(-«luros for recanciliation and providing for the inves-
tigation anl report of relevant factual information
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Peansylvania
hereby enacts as follows
Section 1 Short Title This act shall be known and may be cited as
the “Family Court of Allegheny Connty Aet”
Section 2 Patpose Construction AND SEVERABILITY The pur-
poses of this act are to climinate the present frhguwutation of jurisdic-

tion over matters involving the family and to provide a proper forum

with trained judicial and other profeasional personnel thereby correlating

the knowledge and techniques available for solution of immediate family
problems This act shall be liberally construcd so as to fully accomplish
these purposes THE PROVISIONS OI' THIS ACT ARE SEVER-
ABLE AND 1IF ANY OF THE PROVISIONS HEREOF ARE HELD
TO BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL SUCH DECISION SHALI, NOT
BE CONSTRUED TO TMPAIR ANY OTHER PROVISION OF
THIS ACT IT IS HEREBY DECLARED AS THE LEGISLATIVE
INTENT THAT THIS ACT WOULD HAVE BEEN ADOPTED
HAD SUCH UNCONSTITUTIONAT, PROVISIONS NOT BEEN

INOLUDED HEREIN
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Section 3 Family Court Established es Divicion of Conet of Con-
mon Fleas in Allegheny County There is hereby establiched ao a divicion

of the Gowrs of Commen Pleas of Alleghony Gownty a sepavate aud

distinot eourt to bo known eo the Kemily Coust of AHeghony Connty

As a division of the common pleas eonrt the family eourt chall be & eourt
of record and chall have all the powers which may bo exereised by the
eommon pleas eourt ineluding the powers of a eoust of equity THERE
IS HEREBY ESTABLISHED THE FAMILY COURT OF ALLE-
GHENY COUNTY WHICH SHALL HAVE INTEGRATED JURIS-
DICTION OVER CAUSES AND ACTIONS INVOLVING THE
FAMILY AS SET OUT IN THIS ACT THE FAMILY COURT
SHALL BE A COURT OF RECORD AND SHALL HAVE THE
POWERS OF A COURT OF EQUITY FOR THE ADJUSTMENT
OF FAMILY PROBLEMS SUCH AS THE PARTITION OF PROP-
ERTY BETWEEN HUSBAND AND WIFE AND THE GRANT-
ING OF INJUNCTIONS TO EFFECT COMPLTANCE WITH THIS
ACT AND THE ORDERS OF THE FAMILY COURT AND THFE
PROTECTION OF THE INTERESIS OF THE FAMILY THE
FAMILY COURT ALSO SHALL HAVE CRIMINATL JURISDIC-

TION WHERE SO PROVIDED BY THIS ACT AND SHALL PRO-
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VIDE FOR A JURY TRIAL IN THOSE CASES WHERE SUCH

IS REQUIRED BY LAW AND SHALL ADOPT RULES OF CRIM-

INAL' PROCEDURE TO GOVERN SUCH ACTIONS

Scetion 4 Judges At least three judges eleeted o appointed to the
offiee of judge of eomnion pleas chall be acvigned by the President Judgo
of common pless to the family conrt and the judges so nssignod together
with the ineumbent judge of the Juvenile Court of Allegheny County
ot the Gme this aet takes effeet shall comprice the Board of Judges of
mmwmwwwmmmmw
aooigred on & permanent baois The President Judge chall designato ono
of the aswigned judges #3 ehief judge THE FAMILY COURT SHALL
CONSIST OF AT LEAST FOUR JUDGES THREE OF WHOM
SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR UPON THE
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ACT AND WHO SHALL SERVE
UNTIL THEY OR THEIR SUCCESSORS ARE ELECTED TO SUCH
OFFICE AT THE NEXT REGULAR JUDICIAT ELECTION IN
ALLEGHENY COUNTY THE INCUMBENT JUDGE OF THE
JUVENILE COURT OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY SHALL BE A

iUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT ALL FAMILY COURT
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JUDGES SHALIL BE LEARNED IN THE LAW AND SHALL

HOtD OFFICE FOR THE PERIOD OF TEN YEARS IF THEY
. SHALL SO LONG BEHAVE THEMSELVES WELL THE JUDGES
OF THE FAMILY COURT INOLUDING THE JUVENILE COURT
- JUDGE SHALL COMPRISE THE BOARD QF JUDGES OF THE
FAMILY COURT AND ONE OF THEIR NUMBER SHALL BE
- DESIGNATED BY THEM AS CHIEF JUDGE TO SERVE FOR
SUQH TERM AS THE BOARD BY RULE SHALI PROVIDE
JUDGES OF THE FAMILY COURT SHALL RECEIVE THE
SAME COMPENSATION AS THAT PAID TO THE JUDGES OF
THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY
AND THE CHIEF JUDGE SHALL REOEIVE THE SAME COM-
PENSATION AS THAT PAID TO THE PRESIDENT JUDGE OF
THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY

Section § Chief Judge The chief judge shall be the chief adminis-
trative and exeoutive officer for the family court and shall

) Report to and eeepe*&to with tho President Judgo of eommeon
pleas (1) ISSUE AN ANNUAL REPORT AS TO THE OPERA-
TIONS AND PROBLEMS OF THE FAMILY COURT WHICH

REPORT SHALL BE MADE PUBLIC AND SHALL BE DELIV-
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" ERED TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY

THE GOVERNOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND ANY

OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCIES REQUESTING-SUCH RE-

PORT

(2) Preside at meetings of the Board of Jlldges of the Family
Court

(3) Appoint the eless MASTERS AND REFEREES of the family
court and subject to the approval of the hoard of judges appoint the
director of the administrative and pfofessional staff

(4; Supervise the work of the director and employes urder his
supervision

(5) Have all the powers and duties necessary to msake the pro-
visions of this act eﬁ‘ec;ive except in so far as it is otherwise provided

Section 6 Board of Judges The board of judges shall have the
power and duty to

(1) Approve the director appointed by the chief judge

(2) Make and promulgate\a-u rules AND PUBLISH RULES AND
regulations and forms required fo carry out the provisions of this act
including (i) court rules of procedure and practice FOR CIVIIL, CRIMI-

NAL AND OTHER CASES WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF
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THE FAMILY COURT ‘(ii) rules of procedure for hearings before
masters and referees and appeals from their findings and recommenda-
tions and (iii) rules as to admissibility of cvidence regarding the reports
and other findings of the administrative etnil of the esurt AN THE
USE OF INVESTIGATIONS REPORTS AND OTIHER FINDINGS
OF THE STA¥F OR CONSULTANTS TO THI COURT PRO-
VIDED ALL INTERESTED PARTIES HAVE DUE ADVANCE
NOTICE OF ALL SUCH FINDINGS AND REPORTS AND UPON
REQUEST AN OPPORTUNITY TO CROSS-EXAMINE THE AU-
THOR THEREOK

(3) Adopt a seal for the use of the court which sesl shall be affixed
to all writs procegses transcripts and other official documents issued by
or under the direction of the court

(4) Establish the policies for the conduct of the family court

(5) Prepare and submit its annual budget to the President Judge

of eemmon pleas COMMISSIONERS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY

(6) Prepare and publish an wnual report of the work of the family
eonrt which report shall inelude relevant REPORTS CONTAINING

statistical and other data pertaining to the work end serviees of the
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court research studies conducted by the staff and any recommendations
for lcg:islution

Scction 7 Glerk of the Connt Court Pervonnel The ehief judge of
the family eourt ehall appoint a elerk whe shall perform cuch duties a3
the elref judge stmll direet Fhe ealetk PROTHONOTARY CLERK
COURT PERSONNEL THE PROTHONOTARY OF ALLEGHENY
COUNTY SHALf. BE THIES CLERK OF THE l“:\.\hLY COURT
AND PERFORM ALL ‘THE DUTHES THERLOF A'U THE PLACE
DESIGNATED FOR THE HOLDING OF SAID COU'RT THERE
SHALL BE ESTABLISHIED AN OPFFICE IN CITARGE OF A
CLERK APPOINTED BY THE PROTIHHONOTARY WITIT THE
APPROVAL OF THE BOARD OF JUDGES WIHO SHALL HAVE
CUSTODY OF THE SEAL TO BE KEPT AT SUCH PLACE AS
WELL AS OF THE DOCKET OF THE COURT AND ALL PAPERS
PERTAINING TO THE BUSINESS OF TIIE COURT AT SUCH
PLACE THE BOARD OF JUDGES chall appoint such court personnel
including tipstaves as are necessary for the efficient operation of the
court The personnel ammiqte(l under this seetion shall e under the
supvervision of the elexk and JUDGE TO WHOM THEY ARE AS-

SIGNED IF SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT IS MADE BUT OTHER-
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WISE UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF TIHE chief judge

Section 8 Director of the Administrative and Professional Staff (a)

The director of the administrative and professional staff of the family

court shall be a professionally qualified probation officer with a graduate

degree in social work or behavioral seiences OR OF EQUIVALENT
EXPERIENCE and shall have had such work experience as required
by the board of judges The director shall be'hppoihtcd by the chief judgé
with the approval of the board of judges

(b) The director shall have the power and duty to

(1) Supervise the work of the administrative and professional staff
but not that of the clerk and court personnel provided for in section 7 of
this act

(2) Conduect such investigations studies reports aud services as re-
quested by the family court or any judge thereof

(8) Appoint or employ such assistant directors marriage and family
counselors probation officers case workers SOCIAT, WORKERS inves-
- tigators psvehiatrists psychologists statisticians clerks stenographers and
other personnel as are required to efficiently carry out the work of the

administrative and professional staff
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(4) Prepare and make available to the court the President Judge

of eoramon pleas CHIEF JUDGE AND BOARD OF JUDGES private
or public agencies and the general public statistical reports (iata and
analyses of the services of the staff and court

(6) Contract with private or public agencies for services essential
to the operation of the family court provided that such contracts shall
he approved by the hoard of judges

(6) Refer such cases as direcied by the court or in his own discre-
tion to private or public agencies as are best able to offer the services
required

(7) Cooperate with colleges universities and community organiza-
tions undertaking programs relating to the work of the court

Section 9 Profesgional and Administrative Staff (a) All staff person-
nel appointed by the director ghall be selected appointed and promoted
under a personnsl system based on merit and qualification as deter-
mined by the board of judges

(b) Each member of the staff shall have such education and expe-
rience qualifications as set forth by the board for the position to which

he or she is to be appointed
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(c) The salary paid each member of the staff shall be at least com-

mensurate with that paid by Commonwealth agencies for persons of

similar qualifications

(d) Psychiatriste psychologists and other professional personnel
may be cmployed on a part-time or consulting basis

(e) In-service training and internships may be provided as approved
by the board of judges and college or university students engaged in
programs relating to the work of the court may be employed on a part-
time basis

Section 10 Masters Referees Masters or reforees learned in the law
sy be appointed by the ehlef judge to henr testimeny and mako findings
of faet and recommendations in any matiers within the jurisdielien of
the eourt Appeals from the findings and reeommendations of the masters
an peferees chall bo allowed as provided by law OR OTHERWISE
MAY BE— APPOINTED BY THE CHIEF JUDGE TO CONDUCT
| INVESTIGATIONS AND TO HOLD HEARINGS AND TO MAKE
RECOMMENDATIONS AND REPORTS IN ANY MATTERS
WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE COURT WHERE SUCH
IS PERMITTED BY LAW APPEALS FROM THE FINDINGS

AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MASTERS OR REFEREES
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AND HEARINGS DE NOVO SHALL BE ALLOWED AS PRO-

VIDED BY LAW OR RULE QF COURT Masters and referces shall |
be compensated at a rate determined by the board of judges AND MAY
BE ASSIGNED FROM THE REGULAIi PROFESSIONAL STA¥F
OR SPECIALLY APPOINTED FROM OUTSIDE THE STAFF
FOR A PARTICULAR MATTER

Scction 11 Jurisdictions The family court shall have exelusive juris-
diction in Allegheny County in the following cases actions or proceed-
ings

(1) Divorce from the bonds of matrimony and from bed and hoard

“and annulment of marriage including the disposition of the following
issues and matters’

(i) the determination and disposition of property rights and inter-
ests hetween spouses including any rights created by any antenaptial or
postnuptial agreement and including the partition of property held as
tenants by the entireties or otherwise and any accounting between them
and the order of any alimoﬁy maintenance counsel fees costs or other
allowance authorized by law

(ii) the future care custody and visitation rights as to children of

such marriage or purported marriage
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(iii) éupport maintenance or assistance for the benefit of any child

of such marriage or purported marriage

(iv) the approval of any proper settlement involving any of the

matters set forth in subclauses (i) (ii) and (iii) as submitted by the parties

(v) any other matters l)ertaining to such marriage and divorce or an-
nulment authorized by law and which fairly and expeditiously mey be
determined and disposod'of in such action

(2) Pertaining to maintonance or failure to maintain or to desertion
and nonsupport of a wife child including a child born out of wedlock or
~ parent

(38) Concerning any minor under eighteen years of age swhich wero
previons to this aect within the jurisdietion of the Juvenilo Court of
Allegheny County AS PROVIDED FOR BY THE ACT OF JUNE
'3 1933 (P . 1449) AS AMENDED AND KNOWN A§ THE “JUV-
" ENTLE COURT LAW OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY” WHICH ACT

"WHERE APPLICABLE SHALL CONTROL ALL JUVENILE
' MATTERS BEFORE THE FAMILY COURT ~
(4) Where adults are charged with contributing to or encouraging

~ or tending to cause by any act of omission or commission the delinquency
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neglect or dependenecy of any child when such act of omission or commis-

sion is a violation of vany State law or ordinance of any political sub-
division of the Commonwealth

(5) Concerniug assault and battery by one spouse upon another
spouse or by parent upon child or by child upon parent THAT CON-
STITUTE MISDEMEANORS RATHER TIHAN FET.ONIES

(6) Concerning bastardy or paternity AND WHICH ACTIONS
MAY BE TRIED BY CIVIL PROCEDURE RATHER THAN AS
CRIMES ACCORDING TO RULES PROMULGATED BY THE
FAMILY COURT

(M) Concerning charges of surety of the peace between spouses or
between parents and children

IN EACH OF THE ABOVE CASES WHERE THE FAMILY

COURT EXERCISES CRIMINAL JURISDICTION THE RIGHT

TO A JURY TRIAL AND THE CONSTITUTIONAL GUARAN-
TEES FOR THE ‘PROTECTION OF THOSE ACCUSED OF
CRIME SHALTL, BE HELD INVIOLATE AND ANY HEARING
CONDUCTED SHALYL BE ACCORDING TO RULES OF CRIM-

INATL PROCEDURE THE FAMILY COURT SHALL HAVE SUCH
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EQUITY POWERS AS ARE NECESSARY FOR THE PARTI-

TION OF PROPERTY BETWEEN HUSBAND AND WIFE AXND

FOR THE EFFECTUATION OF JUSTICE BETWEEN MEMBERS

OF THE FAMILY AND PROTECTING THE FAMILY FROM
OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE PROCEDURE UNDER ;I‘IIE “JU-
VENILE COURT LAW OF ALLEGHENY COUNT'-Y” AS AMEND-
ED SHALL BE AS NOW PROVIDED BY LAW AND RULE OF
COURT SUBJECT TO SUCH CHANGE AS MAY HEREAFTER
BE MADE IN SUCH LAW OR RULE OF COURT

Section 12 Declaratory Judgments The family court may grant
and issne declaratory judgments as to the validity of any marriage di-
vorce or matrimonial causes decree and in such other cases as provided
by law

Section 18 Conciliation Either spouse may file with the court an ap-
plication for conciliation which application shall be forwarded to the
director for investigation When the director reports that attempts at
reconciliation are practicable and in the interests of the family the family
court may issue a conciliation citation to the parties and require their at-
tendance and participation in conferences presided over by a member of

the staff Upon order of the court any action for support or for the ter-
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mination of marriage may be stayed for ninety days following a concila-

tion citation during which such conferences shall be held this period may

be extended by agreement of‘the parties If at the end of the ninety days
or longer agreed upon period a‘re-conci]ation has been effected the con-
ciliation department shall prepare a conciliation stipulation for the dis-
missal of any pending matrimonial action but if no reconciliation has
been effected such fact shall be certified by the director to the court and
any pending matter shall be heard without delay The court may order
payment of temporary alimony or support and child support during the
pendency of the conciliation proceeding and may order the attendancq
of witnesses at the conferences All statements made by parties during the
course of conciliation shall be confidential communications and shall not
be admissible in evidence in any procecding for any purpose Cooperation
with conciliation efforts shall not be regarded as condon’ation of any
matrimonial offense During the conciliation period referrals may be
made to outside public or private agencies for fzounseling or other services
but in all cases submission to §0llllselixxg shall be voluntary and not

compulsory
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Scetion 14 Procedure The procedures before the family court shall

be as provided by lgw rule of the Supreme Court or by rule of the family
court

Seetion 15 Miscellancous Powers of the Family Court In addition
to the pewess eonferred by law upon the eourt of common pleas and the
powers conferred elsewhere in the act the family court shall have the
power to

(1) Appoint a guardian ad litem to represent and protect the in-

terests of any minor child whose parents are adverse parties in an action

before the court

(2) Require that payments of support or other allowances ordered
by the court shall be made directly to the court or other public agency
designated by the court

(8) Commence upon its own motion contempi proceedings in cases
of arrearages in support or other allowances ordered by the court

(4) Request deteil DETAILED reports and recommendations by
the director on any relevant aspect of a case before the court

(6) Require answers under oath to interrogatories relating to any

matter before the ecourt and in support cases such interrogatories may
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be directed to the financial circumstaﬁces of the interrogated pai'ty
(v6)‘0n its own motion requirc any party to an action before it
to appear in court and testify notwithsianding that the party is not
within the territorial jurisdiction of the court BUT IS ELSEWHERE
IN -PENNSYLVA.NIA OR IF OUT OF PENNSYLVANIA IS A
DOMICILIARY Of‘ THIS COMMONWEALTH
(7) Dismiss any action and after such dismissal refer the parties
to any appropriate zigency private or public
Section 16 Facilities and Records (a) Separate facilities and a cen-
tral repository for all reports and records shall be provided Fhe doekete
and records of proccedings of the eourt shall be kept separate from the
(b) Records may be withheld from indiscriminate public inspection
by order of court provided that in any pending proceeding .all reports
records or other information shall he made available to all jpterested

parties and their counsel

Section 17 Appeals Appeals from fina] orders decisions or judge-

ments of the family oourt shall be directly to the Superior Court
Section 18 Pending Litigation ANl matters within the jurisdiction

of the family court pending in any court of Allegheny Couhty when
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this act takes erﬂ'cct shall continue until concluded in the court with

- present jurisdiction After the cffective date of this act all liiigation

within the jurisdiétion of the family court shall be filed exclusively with
the family court EXCEPT WIHERE CONCURRENT JURISDIC-
TION EXISTS BY LAW

Section 19 Certain Employes Records Transferred The employes
records appropriations and all other matters of the Juvenile Court of
Allegheny County and the Domestic Relations Seetien COURT of the
County Court of‘.(x’l\llcgheny County are hereby transferred to the Fam-
ily Court of Allegheny County

Secction 20 Juvenile Court Judge Repeal of Juvenile Court Law
of Allegheny County At the end of the term of the ineumbent juvenile
ecurt judge or if the judgeship should be vaeated ot any time ab the Hime
sieh vaeaney eeeurs the judgeship of the Juvenile Court of Allegheny
Connty chall ecnso to exist and the aet of June 3 1033 (2 T 1449) known
s the “uvenile Court Law of Allegheny Couniyl is hereby repealed
sweh repeal to be effcetive at the end of tho term of the precent ineunt
first OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY SECTION OF FAMILY COURT

ALL STATUTES PERTAINING TO THE JUVENILE COURT OF
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ALLEGHENY COUNTY SHALL CONTINUE IN FOROE AND
EFFECT EXCEPT AS MODIFIED OR CHANGED BY THE PRO-
- VISIONS OF THIS ACT THE JUVENILE COURT SHALL BE A
SECTION OF THE FAMILY COURT AND THE REGULARLY
ELECTED JUDGE OF THE JUVENILE COURT SHALL BE THE
EXECUTIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE HEAD OF SUCH SEC-
TION AND SHALL TAVE THE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY
'FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS PERTAINING TO JUVE-
NILES AND THE OPERATION OF THE SECTION WHEN NEED
ARISES THE JUVENILE COURT JUDGE MAY REQUEST OTH-
ER JUDGES OF THE FAMILY COURT TO HEAR JUVENILE
VATTERS AND THE CHIEF JUDGE MAY REQUEST THE
JUVENILE COURT JUDGE TO SIT ON OTHER DOMESTIC
RELATIONS MATTERS THE STAFF OF THE JUVENILE COURT
SHALL SERVE THE JUVENILE COURT SECTION OF THE
FAMILY COURT AND IN ADDITION SHALL PERFORM SUCH
OTHER SERVICES FOR THE FAMILY COURT AS DIRECTED
BY THE BOARD OF JUDGES WITH THE CONCURRENCE OF
THE JUVENILE COURT JUDGE INCLUDING THE TRAINING

OF PROFESSIONAL STATF FOR THE FAMILY COURT




%L Printer's No.—1047

1 Section 21 Ropoals All other acts and parts of acts are repealed in

2 80 far they are inconsistent herewith

3 Section 22 Effective Date This act shall take effect immediately

We certify that this bill has pessed the Senate and the House of

Representatives.

Approved The .

Premdent pro tempore, Senate

CRCI I BB B IR BN NI B U B B BB B S B BB B BN

Speaker, House of Representatives

A8y Of vernnrriinnnins ve... A. D, 1961
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Governor




