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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE. BILL 
No. 672 Session of 

1981 

MESSHS. ".,.EINEH AND LANE, IN PI,ACE, ~IAY 23, 1961. 

MR. McCREESH, COMMl'l'TEE ON PUBLIC HEAL'l1H AND 
1VELFAHE, AS A!fENDED, JUNE 20, 1061. 

AN ACT 
Amending the act of June 24 1037 (P L 2045) entitled as amended "An 

act relating to the support of indigent persons providing for 

the support of such persons by certain relatives and for the re-

covery of publie moneys expended for care and assistance from 

the property and estates of certain persons providing for guardi-

ans of t11e person am\ property of such }Jersons providing for the 

arrest and seizure and sale of the property of deserters and pro-

viding procedure" prescribing Jiabilities for assistance with re-

spect to medical assistance for the aged 
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The General As~cmhl~· of the Counnonw.~alth of Pem1s~·h-ania 

licrcby enacts ns _follows 

l :Section 1 Sc.ction 3 act of J 1111e 21 rn:n (P L 20 ir,) known as 

2 ''The Support J.rrn·'' llllll'lHlcd ~in.v 2:3 HI I."• (P I. 81.H) a111l Odolwr 7 

3 Ul5,j (P L 000) is mncndc1l to rNl•l 

4 Section 3 RelatiY<'8 I.iahle for the Suppol't of Incligcnt Pcr~ons 

5 Procc1lurC' to Enfon·e Support (n) f'l'lll'~.1~::,·rpt ~ limited ~ e~ 

6 ~ ~ hneo€ HH> lmsh:m1l wifo chiltl (except ns her<>inafter provided) 

7 fothcr and mother of cvc1·y irnligent pcn·son whether :l pttlJlil' cl11nge 

8 or not s1wll if of rnflleicnt fl11n11einl nhility rare foi· :rn1l m:,intnin or 

9 finnnciaJly assist such illfJigcut person at sul'h r:-ite :-is the comt of the 

10 county where sndi imligcnt pC'rrnn resitlC's shnll order or direct Xo <:'hiltl 

11 shall he linhlc for thC' support of nn~· pare11t who ahantlonrtl thC' rhihl 

12 
and per::hited in tl1c aharnlonmC'ut for a pNiod of ten yea1·s dming the 

13 child's minority Tu i·espC'd to mNliral nssi:;t:rnrf' for the aged OTHF.H 

14 THAN PUBT.IC NURSlXG lIO)fE (\:\HE us proviilcd in the Public 

15 Assistance T.aw the i·esponsibility of the rel!lti\'c liable for support sl1all 

16 be six times the excess of such rclative's ave1·age monthly income over 

17 tlic amount required for the rearnna Mc support of himself and other 

..... . . ·. ~ . 

....... : ....... ~-·· ·~ ! • . . -· -: . - ... t. • - '~ ~- . ... - . - -- . 
~ -. . .~ .... -. ·.. :... '.•\.':· ;... 
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1 persons 1.h'pC'ndl'nt upon him or the cost of rnch mcdiC'al assistance for 

2 the aged whiche,·er is lcs~ 

3 (h) fThcj- EMee~~ se limited ~ suhseetion fe.) her~f -t.fte courts 

4 shall have power to hear determiaed and make ordel's and decrees in 

5 sud1 casC's upon tho petition of such indigent person or of any other 

(i person or any public body or pnb1ic agency luwing any interest in the 

1 care maintenance or assistance of such indigent person 

8 (c) In aH casl's where an order has been made by the court for 

9 the c;1rc and mai11te1rnnee or Assistance of a hushaml wife father mother 

10 or chilll whether or not confined in any public institution and the snitl 

11 onfor has not been complied with the court or any judge thereof upon 

12 afHda,·it or petition fi1ctl setting forth that the per:rnn on whom the 

13 ~aitl orclcr has been nrn<le lws not complied with the said ordrr shall 

14 issue an attaehment diredrd to the sheriff or other proper officer of 

15 the count~· directing and commanding that the person named as having 

16 fail<'d to eomp1:t with said orc1£>r be brought before the court at surh 

17 time ns the conrt nrny direct If it s1ia1l appear to the court after hcar-

18 ing tlrnt the person on whom t11e sairl onler was made has wilfully 

19 n£>g1P.rted or refused to comply with said order the court may adjudge 

20 said }Jerson in contl'mpt of court ancl in its discretion may commit saicl 
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1 person to the county jail for n period not excccdh1g 8ix months ~ ~ 

I may ea imposea agRius~ t.Jte f'H'Olle1·ty &l ft*1 iadividual ~ ~ ffie 

S ~ 6ff: aeeOHft~ * meaiea) aooistAHee f.ei' ~ ftgeft f*\*I ~ ~ he ~ 

' ett hle ~ (e!Eee}'lt pnPsURRt ~ Hte jutlgment ef. ·ft t.~ ett aeeel:Hi' 

6 e+ henefifa ineorreetly: ~ ett ~ &l ~ indh·i(lual) ft-Rd ~ ~ 

i oo ~ Afijaatme~ 6fl Peeovery (eHeep' a#ei' ~ ~ ei ~ iHdivi4Hel 

7 &M ftia esPvivin~ B!i0Uee * ~ ff&m ~ iutlkitluel\1 eeta:te) ei ftft1 

I meaieal aseistafl:eo :f.e¥ ~ age4 eerreet1y ~ ett ~ tH. 6*4 HT-

9 dividual 

10 SECTION 2 SECTION 4 OF TILE AO'l' A~CENDED SEP1'EM-

11 REH 2G 1051 (P J, 1455) JS A~lENDED TO READ 

12 SECTION 4 PROPERTY OF PEHSONS J,TABLE }'OR EX-

13 PENSES INCURRED l'OR SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE (A) 

14 [THE] EXCEPT AS LDIITED BY 8UB8ECTIO:\ (C) HEHEOF 

15 THE HEAL AND PERSON.AT~ PHOPEH1'Y OF ANY PEHSO~ 

16 SHAJ,L BE I,IABLE FOH 'fIIE EXPENSES OF HIS SUPPOHT 

17 MAINTENANCE ASSISTANCE .AND BUHL\T, AXD FOH THF. 

18 EXPENSES OF THE SUPJ>ORT ~L\IXTEXAXCE A8SIST.\XCE 

19 AND UUHTAJ, 01'' THE SPOUSE AXD )llXOH OJIILDHEX OF 

20 SUCH PROPERTY ow·NER INCURRED BY ANY PUBLIC BODY 
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1 on PUBLIC AO:ENCY IF SUCH PHOPERTY 'v AS O'VNED DUR-

2 ING THE 'l'L\CE SUCH EXPENSES WERE INCURRED OR IF A 

3 Hl0Il'£ OH CAUSE OF ACTION EXISTED DURING THE TIME 

• SUCH EXPENSES \VERE INCURHED FROM 'vnrcu THE O\VN-

5 :EUSIIIP OF SUCH PROPERTY HESULTED ANY PUBLIC BODY 

6 
OH PUBLIC AGENCY ~lAY SUE THE O\VNEU OF SUCH PHOP-

7 EH'J'Y FOH )lONEYS SO l~XPENDJ<~D AND ANY JUDGMENT 

S OBTAINED SHAJ.,L HE A I.IEN UPON THE SAID REAL ESTATE 

9 01'' SUCH PERSON A XO IH~ COLT.ECTED AS OTHEH JUDG-

10 MENTS EXCEPT AS TO THE REAI"' AND PERSONAJ, PROP~ 

11 ER1'Y CO:UPRISING THE IIO~IE AND FURNISHINGS O~"' SUCH 

!_t PERSON WHICH HOME SHAJ,t, BE SUBJECT TO THE LmN 

13 OF SU<.JH JUDGMENT BUT SIIAI.L NOT BE SUBJECT TO EXE-

14 CUTION ON SUCH JUDGMENT DURii~G THE LIFETIME OF 

15 THE PERSON SUHVIVING SPOUSE OH DEPENDENT CIIlL-

16 DREN 

11 (B) [ANY] _EXU.El)T AS J.DIITED BY SUBSECTION (C) 

18 HEHEO.F Ai~Y CLAIM :FOU THE EXPENSES OF SUPPORT 

19 :MAINTENANCE ASSlSTAXCE AND BURIAL OF A PERSON 



950--Printer's No. 6 

l AND }'OH 'l'HE SUPPORT )IAINT.ENANC.E ASSIS'l'ANCE .AND 

2 BUIUAJ, OF lllS SPOUSE .AND )IIXOH OHILDHEN HELD DY 

S ANY PUBLIC l30DY OH PUBLIC .AG:ENCY SHALL HAVE THE 

4 SAME FORCE AND EF.FECT AGAINST THE REAL AND PJUt· 

5 SONAT, ES'fA'l'E O:F A DECEASED PEHSON AS OTHEH DEBTS 

6 OF A DECEDENT AND SHALL BE .ASOEH'l'AINED AND RE· 

7 COVERED IN THE SAME MANNER 

8 (0) NO LIEN MAY BE IMPOSED AGAINST TH1'~ PROPER· 

9 TY OF ANY INDIVIDUAL PRIOR 'fO HIS DEATH ON AO-

10 COUNT O~' MEDIOAI, ASSISTANCE FOR THE AGED PAID 

11 OR TO BE PAID ON HIS BEHAJ,}' (EXCEPT PURSUANT TO 

12 , TIIE JUDGMENT OF A COUH'l' ON ACCOUNT OF BENEFITS ·-· 
13 INCOHREOTI.Y PAID ON BEHALF O~' SUCH INDIVIDUAL) 

14 AND THERE SHALL BE NO ADJUSTM~~NT on HECOVERY 

15 (EXCEPT AFTER THE DEATH OF SUCH INDIVIDUAL AND 

16 HIS SURVIVING SPOUS~~ ll' ANY 1''R01f SUCH INDIVIDUAL'S 

17 ESTATE) OF ANY MEDICAL ASSISTANCE ~'OR THE AGED 

18 . OORREOTJ,Y PAID ON BEHALF OF SUCH INDIVIDUAL 
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;:·•: We certifj that this bill hi\s pas5ed the Senate and tbe House of 

Representatives. 

• • • • • • • • • e • • • • • • • • • • I • • • • • I • I I I I I I Ir I I !I I I 

CWef Clerk, Senate 

........................................ 
President pro tempore, Senate 

........................................ 
Speaker, House of Representatives 

Approved The •••••••• day of •••••••..••••••...•••. A. D. 1961 . 

. . ' ..................................... . 


