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SENATE BILL
No. 672 , et

MESSRS. WEINER AND LANE, IN PLACE, MAY 23, 1961,

MR. McOREESH, COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND
WELFARE, AS AMENDED, JUNE 20, 1961,

AN ACT

Amending the act of June 24 1937 (P L 2045) entitled as amended “An
act relating to the support of indigent persons providing for
the support of such persons by certain relatives and for the re-
covery of public moneys expended for care and assistance from
the property and estates of certain persons providing for guardi-

ans of the person and property of such persons providing for the
arrest and seizure and sale of the property of deserters and pro-

viding procedure” prescribing liabilities for assistance with re-

spect to medical assistance for the aged

EIFANATION—OAPITAL LETTERS (ndlcate new matter added $0 blll. Matter sirichen—through
Ianto be omlitted from biH.

d indicates new matter added to sisming law. [Brackets) indicste mattes
en existing law.
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The General Assonﬂ)ly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

lereby enacts as follows

Section 1 Scetion 3 act of June 24 1937 (I L 2015) known as

“The Support Law” amcuded May 23 1945 (I’ I, 864 and October 7
1955 (P 1. 660) is mmended to read
Section 3 Relatives Liable for the Support of Indigent Persons

Procedure to Enforee Support (a) FThed Exeept s Hnited by subsee

Hion {o) hereof t—he hushand wife child (except as hereinafter provided)
father and mother of every indigent pervson whether a publie charge
or not shall if of sufficient finaucial ability care for and maintain or
financially assist such indigent person at such vate as the court of the
county where such indigent person resides shall order or direct No child
shall be Liable for the support of any parent who abandoned the child

and persisted in the abandonment for a period of ten years duving the

child’s minority In respeet to medical assistance for the aged OTHER

THAN PUBLIC NURSING IIOME CARE as provided in the Public

“Assistance Taw tlie responsibility of tlie rvelative liable for sﬁﬁport shall

be six times the excess of such relative’s average monthly income over

the amount required for the reasonable support of himself and other
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persons dependent upon him or the cost of such medical assistance for

the aged whichever is less

(b) £The} ¥xeept as lhnited by subseetion (o) heveof the courts

shall .have power to hear determimed and make orders and decrces in
such cases upon the petition of such indigent person or of any other
person or any public body or public agency having any interest in the
care maintenance or assistance of such indigent person

(¢) In all cases where an order has been made by the court for
the care and maintenance or assistance of a hushand wife father mother
or child whether or not confined in any public institution and the said
order has not been complied with the court or any judge thercof upon
afidavit or petition filed sctting forth that the person on whom the
sail order has been made has not complied with the said order shall
issne an attachment directed to the sheriff or other proper officer of
the county directing and comnmndixig that the person named as having
failed to comply with said order be bronght before the court at such
time as the conrt may direct If it shall appear to the court after hear-
ing that the person on whom the said order was made has wilfully
neglected or refused to comply with said order the court may adjudge

said person in contempt of court and in its diseretion may commit said
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person to the county jail for a period not exceeding six months e Hen

may be imposed againot the property of any individual prior to his

death on reeonnt of medieal accistanee for the aged paid or to be paid

on his behalf (exeept pursuant to the judgment of a counrt on aeevunt

of benefils ineorreetly paid on behalf of sneh individual) and there chall

be no adjuciment or recovery {exeept after the death of sueh individual

medieal assistanee for the aged correelly paid on behalf of sneh in-

dividual

SECTION 2 SECTION 4 OF THE ACT AMENDED SEPTEM-
BER 26 1951 (P L 1455) IS AMENDED TO READ

SECTION 4 PROPERTY OF PERSONS LTABLE FOR EX-

PENSES INCURRED FOR SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE (A)

[THE] EXCEPT AS LIMITED BY SUBSECTION (C) HEREOF

THE REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY OF ANY PERSON
SHALL BE LIABLE ]:'dl{ THE EXPENSES OF HIS SUPPORT
MAINTENANCE ASSISTANCE AN,D BURIAL AND FOR THE
EXPENSES OF THE SUPPORT MAINTENANCE ASSISTANCE
AND BURTAL OF THE SPOUSE AND MINOR CHILDREN O

SUCH PROPERTY OWNER INCURRED BY ANY PUBLIC BODY
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OR PUBLIC AGENCY TF SUCH PROPERTY WAS OWNED DUR-

ING THE TIME SUCH EXPENSES WERE INCURRED OR IF A

RIGHT OR CAUSE OF ACTION EXISTED DURING THE TIME

SUCH EXPENSES WERE INCURRED FROM WHICH THE OWN-

ERSHIP OF SUCH PROPERTY RESULTED ANY PUBLIC BODY
OR PUBLIC AGENCY MAY SUE THE OWNER OF SUCH PROP-
ERTY FOR MONEYS SO EXPENDED AND ANY JUDGMENT
OBTAINED SHALL BE A LLEN UPON THE SAID REAL ESTATE
OF SUCH PERSON AND BE COLLECTED AS OTHER JUDG-
MENTS EXCEPT AS TO THE REAL AND PERSONAL PROP-
ERTY COMPRISING THE HOME AND FURNISHINGS OF SUCH

PERSON WHICH HOME SHALIL BE SUBJECT TO THE LIEN
OF SUCH JUDGMENT BUT SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO EXE-
CUTION ON SUCH JUDGMENT DURING THE LIFETIME OF
THE PERSON SURVIVING SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT CHIL-

DREN

(B) [ANY] EXCEPT AS LIMITED BY SUBSECTION (C)

HEREOF ANY CLAIM FOR THE EXPENSES OF SUPPORT

MAINTENANCE ASSISTANCE AND BURIAL OF A PERSON
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AND FOR THE SUPPORT MAINTENANCE ASSISTANCE AND

BURIAL OF HIS SPOUSE AND MINOR CHILDREN HELD BY
ANY PUBLIO BODY OR PUBLIC AGENCY SiIALL HAVE THE
. SA]\iE FORCE AND EFFECT AGAINST THE REAL AND PER-
SONAL ESTATE OF A DECEASED PERSON AS OTHER DEBTS
OF A DECEDENT AND SHALL BE ASCERTAINED AND RE-
COVERED IN THE SAME MANNER

(C) NO LIEN MAY BE IMPOSED AGAINST THE PROPER-

TY OF ANY INDIVIDUAL PRIOR TQO HIS DEATH ON AC-

COUNT OF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE AGED PAID

OR TO BE PAID ON HIS BEHALF (EXCEPT PURSUANT TO

- THE JUDGMENT OF A COURT ON ACCOUNT OF BENEFITS

INCORRECTLY PAID ON BEHALF OF SUCH INDIVIDUAL)

AND THERE SHALL BE NO ADJUSTMENT OR RECOVERY

(EXCEPT AFTER THE DEATH OF SUCH INDIVIDUAL AND

HIS SURVIVING SPOUSE IF ANY FROM SUCH INDIVIDUAL’S

ESTATE) OF ANY MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE AGED

- CORRECTLY PAID ON BEHALF OF SUCH INDIVIDUAL
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We cortify that this bill has passed the Senate and the House of

Representatives.

Speaker, House of Representatwes

Approved The ..vvvvvvdayof iivieiiiiineriennnnn, A. D. 1961
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