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Tll1I GENllRAL ASSEMBLY OJ' PBNN8YLVANJA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 672 Se88l<>n or 

1 9 I 1 

MESSRS. WEINEH AND I~ANE, IN PI..ACJ<~, :MAY 23, 1\JOl. 

AS ~\~fENDl~D ON TIIIUD HEADING, .JULY 12, 1061. 

AN ACT 
Amending the act of June 24 1937 (P L 2045) entitled as amcndell "An 

act relating to the support of indigent persons providing for 

the support of such persons by certain relatives nnd for the re-

covery of public moneys expended for care and assistance from 

the property and estates of certain persons providing for guardi-

ans of the person and prnperty of such persons providing for the 

arrest and seizure and sale of the property of de.sorters and pro· 

viding procedure" prescribing liabilities for assistance with re· 

spect to medical assistance for the aged 

EXPLANATio~-CAPITAL LE'ITERS fndlcate new matter added to bill. Ma.tter strlekef\ threugl\ 
is to be omitted frorn bUl. 
Underscortng lndlcates new matter Added to existing law. (Brackets) Indicate m.attet' 
stricken from existing law. 
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The General Asscmbl~· of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

l1cireh_y cnaets ns fo1lows 

Section 1 Section 3 act of Juno 24- 1937 (P L 204-5) known RS 

"Tho Support J,aw" amended ~fay 23 1945 (P J, 864) and Octol>er 7 

Hl55 (P J, G 60) is amended to read 

Section 3 Relatives J,iable for the Support of Indigent Persons 

Procei1nre to :Enforce Support (a) The husbarnl wife child (except as 

hereinafter pro,·idcd) fathc>r :rnd mother of every imligcnt JJCrSOll wheth­

C'r a 1mhlir charge or not slrnll if of sufficic>nt fi11ancinl ability care for 

:\n<l maintain or financia11y assist snch irnligcnt person at sud1 rate as 

the conrt of tho county wliere sud1 indigent p<>rson resides shall order 

or direct No child shall be liable for the support of any parent who 

abandoned the child and persisted in the abandonment for a period of 

ten ~·cars during the child's minority In respect to medical assistance 

for the aged other than public nursing home r:nc as provided in the 

Public Assistance Law the responsibility of the relative liable for support 

sliall DURING ANY TW.ELVE :MONTH PERIOD be six times the 

excess of such relath·c's average monthly income over the amount re-

quired for the reasonable support of himself and other persons dependent 
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upon him or the cost of rnch mcdicnl sssistnucc for the ngrd wllichcnir 

is less 

(h) 'fhc courts 8hall have power to hcnr llctcrminc aml mnkc onlci·s 

m1tl decrees in such cas<'s upon the petition of sud1 imligcnt pcrson or 

of any other })Cr~on or any puhlic body or 11ub1ic ngcn('y having any 

6 interest in th<' er.re rnaintcn:mec or assistnncc of ~neh indigent pC>rson 

7 (c) In all cascs wlrnre an order hns been made l1y the court !or 

8 the care and maint('rnmcc or assistance of a husbaml wlf e fatl1er mothC'r 

9 or child whether or not confined in nny public imtitntion and the sni(l 

10 order has not been complied with the court or nny judge thereof upon 

11 affidavit or 1111tition filed setting forth that the person on wl10m the 

12 sairl order lrns been made has not complied with the 8aid orclcr shall 

13 h:sue an attaC>lunent •lirectc(l to the sltC>rifT or other proper officer of 

14 the county tlircC'ting and comrnnncling tl1nt the prri:on namrd as having 

15 f ai1rd to comply with saiil onlC'r he hronglit lido re tl1c co mt at sncl1 

16 time a~ the court may di red 1 i it ~1ia11 appear to the court after hear-

17 ing that the pcrrnn on whom the said order was made has wilfully 

18 neglected or refused to comply with said ortler the court may adjudge 

19 saitl person in contempt of court and in its disc·retion may commit said 

20 person to the county jail for a period not exceeding six months 

/1 
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Section 2 Section 4 of tho act amended September 2G 1051 (P I. 

1455) is amended to read 

Section 4 Property of persons liable for expenses incurred for 

~upport and assistance (a) [the] except as limited by subsection (c) 

hereof thC' real ::md personal properly of any person shall lJo liable for 

the cxpt'n::cs of his support maintenance assistance and burial and for 

the uxpc115es of the support maintenance assistance and burial of the 

spouse and minor children of such property owner incurred by any pub-

lie l101ly or pulJlic agency if such p1·opcrty was owned during the time 

snd1 C'Xpcnscs were incurred or if a right or cause of action existed 

tlnring the time such expcmcs were incurred from which the ownership 

of such property Iernltcd Any pnhlic bod~· or public agency may sue 

the owner of rnch properly for moneys so expended and any judgment 

obtnilml s1iall be a lien upon the saitl rt'al estate of such person and be 

rollt'rte1l as oth<'r judgments except as to the real aml personal property 

compri$ing the home and furnisl1ings of such person which home shall 

be subject to the lien of such judgment but shall not be subject to 

execution on such judgment during the lifetime of the person surviving 

spome or dependent children 

(b) [Any] Except as limited by subsection (c) hereof any claim 
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for the expenses of support 111aintC'111111ec C18:li~t1111cl~ nrnl hurinl of n JlCr-

son nrnl for rlw support mnintenn11ce n:-si~tnnco mid hurinl of his spouse 

and minor childf('ll held by llll~' pulilic l1otl~· or 11nlitit' ngCll('.)' sl1nll have 

the same force :md effect ngainst thC' real nn1l p('l'sonril rstnto of n <le-

5 <:C':IH'1l per~on as other debts of n dl•cc1lent m11l shall lie ni:t'l'rlnined and 

6 recovered in the same manner 

7 (c) No Jicn may be imposed against the property of any in~Hvidual 

8 prior to his death on account qf mcclil'al Rssistancc for tho ngril pai<I or 

9 to be paid on his belinlf (except pursuant to the judgment of n court 

10 on account of benefits incorrectly 1)aid on behalf of sud1 iudivitlunl) 

11 arnl tl1ere sha1l be no adjustment or recovery (except after the death 

12 of such individual and hfa surviving- spouse if an~T from such individual's 

18 Pstatc) of nny medical assistance for tlie aged correctly paid on behalf 

14 of sur11 individual 
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W • certify that thia bill has put£id the &mate and the HoUI el 

Repreeentatin1. 

I ••••••••••• II •• II ••••••••••• II II ••• t • e • II II •• 

Ohlef 01erk, Seuw 

Preaident pro tempore, &naw 

o "' ......... fl • I II •• II ••• S ••••• ' • 9 • II • I •• I • II • I 

Bpea\:er, Ilouae of ReprMent&tfnt 

Approved The ....... '. day of ..•.••....•.•......... A. D. lttl. 

Gonno1 
; ! 


