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JrIESSUS. WEINEH AND J,ANg, lN PLACJ<;, MAY 23, 1961. 

AS A"~lENDEI> ON 'l'lllHD IU:ADINO, .JUJ,Y 17, 1061. 

AN ACT 
.. .Amcncliug tho IH't o( .ln110 2·1 rn:n (P L 20 '"'entitled RS flnJ('Jldcd "4n 

lll't. rclnliug to tho ~upport or i111ligcnt persons providing for 

tl10 support o{ surh pNso11!1 h~· cerlnin r<'lntivc>s nnd for the re-

cover,\' o( pnhlh.• mo110,r:i cx11<'11<ktl for t'nro nnd nssistanec from 

tho property mu) c·stnl<'s o{ <'crtnin persons 11roviding for guar<li-

ans of tho pcr.5011 nwl prnpcrt~· of snC'h 1icr.rnns providing for the 

arrest and seizure awl snlo of tho property of deserters anil pro-

viding procedure" prc::erihing linhilitics for fi$Sistancc with re-

spect to mcdi<'al :m:istnnrc for the 11gc1I 

ExPLA...~Anon-CAPJTAL LET'TERS lndtcate ntw matter added to bltl. M&.tt!r ~ 
ta io be om.Jtted from bUl. 
Underscoring lndtcatu new matter added to ulstln~ tr.w. (Bracket.sJ lndtcato matw 
stricken Crom ut.sung law. 
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Tho General A~cnnbl_r of the Commonwealth of Pcnns~·h;ani:l 

hereby enacts as follows 

1 Section 1 Se.<:!lion 3 aet of June 24- 1937 (P J, 2045) known as 

2 "1'he Support Law" amC'JHlc<l ~[ ay 23 1045 (P J, 864) mHl October 7 

3 19~5 (P J, 660) is amended to rea<l 

4 Section 3 Relatives T,iablo for the Support of Tnrligl'nt PerE:ons 

5 Procedure to J~nforce Support. (a) The husband wife <'hiM (ex<'ept as 

6 hereinA.fter provided) father and mother of every indigent person wlieth-

7 er n public charge or not shall if of sufficient finnndal ability care for 

8 and maintain or finanria11y assist such indigent person at such rate as 

9 tho court of the county where such indigent p<>rson ref'irlcs shall order 

10 or dir('cf No child shall be liable for the support of any parent who 

11 abandoned the C'hild anrl porsist('d in t11e ahanrlonrncnt for a pe>rio<l of ' 

12 
,_ 

ten years during tlw d1ilrl'8 minority In respect to mc<lical assistance 

13 for the aged otlrnr than public nursing home care as -provided in the 

14 Public Assistance I.aw the respomtibility of the relative liable for support 

15 shaJJ during any twelve month period be six times tho excess of such 

16 rclativc's average monthly income over t110 amount required for the 

17 reasonahle surmort of himsplf rtml ot1wr persons dependent upon him 

18 or the cost of such merlical assistance for the ag('(I whichever is less 
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(b) The courts slrnll luwc powc1· to henr determine and make orders 

:rn1l <kcrccs in :mch cases upon the petition of such iudigcnt person or 

of nny other person or any public body or public agency having any 

intorc5t iu the ('fife mainlC"nnncc or n::sistauce of such indigent perS-On 

(c) Iu all .cas('s wl1cro 1U1 or(lcr has been made by the court for 

tho l'Hre nm.I 11uti11tc111mco or Ul'l'istanco of a lrnshand wife father mother 

or child whether or not co11fi11ccl in itny public institution and the said 

order has not been complied with tho court or any judge thereof upon 

afli<la\·it or petition filed setting forth thl\t. the pert?on on whom the 

said or1ler lins been nrndo 11as not complied with the said order shall 

issue au attachment directed to tho sheriff or other pr-0per officer <>f 

the county dirc<'fing awl commanding that the person named as }1aving 

failed to comply with said orcler bo brought before the court at su('h 

foue as tlie court may direct If it shall appear to the court after hear-

ing tliat tl1e person on whom the ~aid onlcr was made has wilf 111ly 

ncglc.ctctl or refused to comply with said order the court may adjudge 

said person in contempt of comt and in its <liscretion may commit said 

person to the county jail for a period not exceeding six months 
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1 Section 2 Section 4 of tlrn act amended g~teM~f'P ~- +9i-l- ti? It 

2 ~ JUN:g 10 1961 (ACT NO 2-iO) is amended to rcn1l 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Section 4 Property of rer:ene I~ ~ l'~pen~ it11ettrf'e'd ~ ~ 

~ ~ R118iflftmee W ~ ~ Pl<~RSONS J,TA BT,1'~ FOH EX­

P:ENSRS I~CUHJlRD J<~OH SUPPOH1' AND ASSfS'l'ANCE (A) 

(THE) EXCEPT as limit<-'<1 hy suhscction (c) hnC'of tlio r<'a1 an1l por-

7 sonal pro1)('rty of any p£>rson shall he liable for the C'~pC'mrs of hb sup-

8 port maintenance assistance and burial awl for the expenses of tho sup· 

9 port maintenance As~istancc and burial of the sflomc :.111<1 UNE~fANCI-

101: PAT.ED minor children of snch property owner incurred by any pub-

11 · lie body or public agency if such property was owned during the timo 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

such cxpemcs were incurred or if a right or came of action existed 

during the time such cxpcmcs were incnrr<'cl from whirh tho O\\'lH~r:'hip 

o-f such l~roperty rcsultC'd An:-· puhlic hod~· or public agency may s110 

tlie o\rner of ~mch prop..-.rty for moneys so expended and any judgment 

obtained s11all he a lien upon the said real estate of s11ch person and be 

C'ollcctca as other jmlgmcnfs except as to the real and personal property 

compri::.::ing the home rmd furni::.::hings of such person which home s1iall 

be subject to the lien of rnch judgment but shall not be subject. to 
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1 execution on such judgment during the lifetime of the person surviving 

2 spouse or dependent children 

3 (b) [Any) Except as limited by subsection (c) hereof anz claim 

for the expenses of support maintenance as8istancc and burial of a per-

son anrl for the support maintenance assistance nnd burial of his spouse 

6 nnd UNE~f ANOIPATED minor children held by any public body or 

7 public agC'ncy shn11 lrnve the snmc force and efTect against tl1c real and 

8 personal estate of a deceased person as other debts of a deecdent and 

sha11 be asrerf9.ined' and recovered in the same manner 

10 (c) No lien may be imposed against the property of any individual 
-... 

·. ; ! ; · .. ·.: .. ,_ 

11 prior to his death on account of medical assistance for the aged paid or 

12 to be p:\hl on his bclrnlf (except pµ!'~'1~~t to the judgment of a court 

18 on account of benefits incorrcctl.v paid on behalf of such individual) 

14: nnd there shall he no adjustment or reco\'ery (except after the doath 

15 of Slt<'h in<lividunl and his surviving spouse if any from such individual's 

16 c'.-:. '11tc) of anv mcdiral assistance for the aged correctly paid on behalf 

17 of such individual 

672-S,V-2 
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We eertify that this bill has passed the Senate and tho House of 

Repreeenta tives. 

•••••••••••••••••••• ii ••••••••••••••••••• 

Chief Clerk, Senatia 

..................... ' .................. . 
PresidMt pro tempor&, Ben.W 

e I t t t e t I t t t t t I t I t I I I t I t I I t I I I t t I I t I I t I I I 

~:' Speaker, House of Repretentathw 

'.) 

ApproTed. 'lh.e ....•... d&J of .................... c: • A. D. 1111 . 
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OoT'ernor 


