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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 690 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

~IES8HS. SEYLEH, HAYS, "TAGNEH, SlLV:EHT, SIIAFEH, 
~THOllP AXD KAL)lAX, IX PLACI<~, )l..:\.Y 24, l!JtH. 

AS A~lEXDED ON THIHD READING, AUGUST 7, HJGl. 

AN ACT 
ArncJHli11g tho net of March 10 Hl49 (P J. 30) entitled "An net relating 

to the~ pubJic school system including certain provisions appJieablo 

ns well to priva(e and parochial schools amending revising con-

8oli<iating and dianging the Jaws relating thereto" grtmting 

power~ to and im1iosi11g clutit's u11on the State Council of Eduea-

tion granting and imposing certain powers to and duties upon the 

Department of Public Instruction and requiring a biennial report 

to the General As~embly 

bl'uNAnoN-CAPITAL LE"I'TER8 lndJce.te new i'.ilAtter added to bill. Matter ltrfeli.en thP•• 
LI to be omltted from blll. 
Ucdera.c-0rtng lndJeatec new matter added to u:tn1n&' IA•. (Bra.cketa] lnd!cate m&U. 
ii\i\eten from e.xut1.nr law. 
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The Gcucm l As:'embly of t lie Comm•mwca lt h •lf Pt•nn~yl rnuia 

Section 1 Tho act of liforch 10 1!J49 (P J, 30) known as the "Public 

Sehool Coile of 1!)4!)" is amcndc1l Ly a1ldi11g a new arti('!c to read 

Article XXYI-B 

State Council of E<lueation 

Section 2ti01-B 11ower.s awl Duties Iu General (a) The State Conn~il 

of Education shall be a 110licy-making body aud sl1:11l have the power nwl 

its duty shall he to formulate arnl establish policies to irnplcmeut an laws 

governing 

(1) The procurement arnl utilization of land for school purpose:; 

EXCEPT IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS OF THE FIHS'l' CLASS 

(2) The design location construction and fiuancing of ~cliot1l lmild-

iugs aud facilities J<~XCEPT IN SCHOOL DISTIUCTS OF THE FIHST 

CI,ASS 

(3) The manageinent use and 01rnration of school buildings awl 

facilities }~XOEPT IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS ffF THE :FIHST CLASS 

(-1) The vrcliminary un<l profo~sional education and training for 

prospcctirn profot.sional cmploycs in the public EchooL; and the ccitifil"a-

tion of professional cmploycs in the public schools 
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1 (fi) Tlie orµanizntion ::irnl npprornl of in-service teachers' education 

2 

3 (ll l Tl1P t'•H11l11d of 1 C'~C'ar..11 mi cl c•xperinw11tntfo11 in met hoc ls of in· 

4 stmctiou 

'> 
5 (7) Th<' suh.iccts to be tnug11t and the RCtivities to he conducte<l in 

6 <•lrmC'11t:u.v i'C<'oJHlnry a1l11lt C'1lwnfion nud other schools as well as the. 

7 reguircnwnts for graduation from the senior hig11 f>d10ol 

8 (8) The ini:trnrfion of ~iftc<l ha111lica1lpefl emotionnll~· clistmlicd 

9 

10 fn) Tlw rN1uir0ment~ for admission to arnl separation fron1 the 

11 

12 (10) Ex<'<')lt fl!' )Yrovide<l in Arti<'lc XXVI-0 the creation merger and 

13 

14 (11) R ... re11t n~ provi1lPcl in Article XXVI-C the· <'~t:lhfo:hm<'nt of 

15 jnint c·nw:o]i11nt<'1l or union ::cl1001~ 

16 (12) The tnmsportntion of pupils in the public school system 

17 (1 ~) Tho award of rompctith·e i:cho1ari:l1ips anrl the guarantee of 

18 student loans 

19 (14) The establishment all(l operation of community colleges 
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(15) The 1lcvC'lop111l'llt of phrns for the C'.xp:msion ;md development 

of fncilities awl progrn111s for higher c1luration in State Colleges and i1~ 

State-aided colleges nll<I univcl'sities Provi1led that nothillg contained in -

this Act shall he co11strnd as nuthoriziug -tho State Council of Educa· 

lion or the Department of Public Instruction to exercise any direction 

supcrnston or control over or impose any requirements or conditions 

with rcsped to the pcrsonl!cl metho1ls of instruction spccilic conrscs or 

s1wcific course content in any ins'titution of higher education 

(10) The npprornl of ch'grrr-gn111ti11g i11~tit11tio11s :mcl tho types of 

degrees n111l 11iplonins to lt~ l\W11t'1le<l l1y 8tnto College~ 

(17) The foci lit ks for u 1111 t rn i11i11g off <'rt•.! Ill \'Ol':ll ionnl st wlcn ts 

(18) The tinn11ci11g of ~· h1 if! l'1h1e11t ion 

(rn) Surl1 other 111ntl<H'~ 11~ H·h1te io t•d11,•ritiiJ11 

- (h) AH othc1· powl'l-::i 111111 clutir.~ lincto~Ho gront('d to and imposed 

- by law upon tho Strite Co111:i•il of E1lt1t•n1io11 nre h<'rcby grnnted to nml 

16 

17 

imposeil upon :u11l ~hnll l10 r:O..N<'i~<'1l nm) p<'dom1cd h,Y the Department 

of Pnb!iC' lm:t1·1wti1)1\ in :w,·1ml1\111•r with tliC' lnw C'Xc('pt that the power;; 

18 and dutic3 p;rnnt<'.J nnil impMt'd on the ~tnlf! Cnmwil of Education h)· 

19 the Act of :\f1w 2S rn:n (J> J. 27·1) r11titl<'1l "Co11cerning- vocational 

20 c;ducation provi1li11g for tl1e :wceptnnco hy tl1c Commonwealth of Penn· 
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1 syh-ania of the provi5im1s of tho act of Congrc3S approved June eighth 

2 one thommnd nine humlrcd. and thirty-six entitled 'An act to pl'Ovidc for 

3 tho further 1leselopmcnt of vocational c<ln<"alion in the sevcrnl Statci> 

4 ~td Territories' fill{\ confcrri11g powers aml imposing duties on tho 8tate 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Trcarnrcr allfl the 8tatc Council of Eilucation'' and the amcrnhncnts 

thC'rcto n1l\l hy the Ad of )fay 22 l fH.5 (P J, 8-10) entitled "Providing 

for ''OC'ational rehabilitation for <foablc1l in<fo·iduals hy the State Board 

of VoC'ational Edueation authorizin~ cooperation with other departments 

nn'1 ngc111.'1Cs 1H11l rcciproenl agrccmcnts with other ::;f:i.fcs rcquirin~ ~o-

operation with tl1e l•~cileral ~o\·crnmcnf tnaking the State Treasurer cn~­

todian and <li::bm::cment ap;ent of ·Federal vocational rclrnhilitation fots 

and rC'cortls limiting politiral activity hy persons engaged in the allmini~­

trntiou of '·oc:1tio11al rchahilitation an1l prescribing l1cnaltics" and th<' 

:tmctulnwnts thereto shall continue to he (~xcrci::ed by the State Council 

of Eduration as herctoforf' 

Section 2G02-B Policies Binding Upon the Department of I>ubli1~ 

Instrnction All policies pronrnlgatcd by the State Council of ·Education 

pursnant to the power~ granted in section 2G01-B shall be binding upon 

tho Department of Public Instruction which shall fornmlatc n1les autl 

. rrgnlatio11s or perform such other acts as may be necessary to effectuate 
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j 
the policies of the council ex,·ept that any 11olicy whi,·h is contl'ary to 

2 
any 1novisio11 of the law shall not be 1Ji111li11g ,\ny ml<.'s or _H'_Flllations 

3 
heretofore or hereafter i~rnc1l hy the Department of Puh1ic> Tnstr11etion 

4 
which arc incon$istcl1t with or ,·ontrn1·y to any po1iei<.'s of the Stnte 

5 
Co11nril of Education as fo11111l in the )linule:' of its meetings Rhall Le 

6 
null arnl w1icl 

7 
Section 2110:3-B )fa tter1' for ..:\ pprornl h~· thl1 St ntc C'rnmril of E•ln-

- ~---

8 
cation (a) In au~· 1101iry whi1·h 111<' StntC' Co111wil of Echwation promnl· 

9 
gat('s pursuant to the JlrO\'i!'ions of Rcction 2G01-R of tliiR net. the Council 

10 
may require that an act acth·ity plan or thing shall not he done or Le 

11 made 01· be effcctiYe witlwut th<' npprornl of the Connril 

12 (b) 'Yhcuen•r the npp1oval of the ::;tatc Counril of Ed1wntion is 

13 required in any matter the Stat<' Council of E(luration nrny require the-

14 Department of Pu hlic lust ntC't ion to makC' and l'cport ifs fin11i11g:; anrl 

15 reC'ommcnclationR on surh nrnttC'r to thl' Stat<' Co1111cil of E1luration 

Hi Section 2604-B Additional Power:; Ornnte1l to the State Com1ri1 of 

17 Etlueation In addition lo thC' powers grant<'d to the> Stat<' Council of 

18 Eduration hy section 2601-B of this act tl1c Com1eil is empowcre1l to 

19 conduct such stmlirs and i11v<'sfigatio11::: as it ile<'ms a11propl'iate on an.\· 

20 matter related to education and i:11all from timC' to time i·ccomrncnd to 
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the Gon·rwH· <11111 the Gt'ncr;1) ..:b:'C'llllJl_y such legislation as in its jtlflw . , 
' ' 
"\ '+~ 

2 rncnt will imp1·•l\'C c1htl':lt ion i 11 t lw Cnmmonwcalt h 

:3 Section 21J03-B Power of State Council of Edncafion to Inspect 

·l Exnn1i11c Hcr111ire Heports (r.) The State Council of Education or such 

;j other pcr..-011s as the Comwil Ruthorizt>s l"hnlt haYc the power 

6 (1) Tl) inspect :rny pnhlic -school hniMing ]Hih1ic c1lucatio11 f:wilitir::. 

7 lmilcliug-s aml taC'ilitic:'l of Stnte-ai1le1l cclucational institutions 

8 (2) Tl) examine any matorhls l'Ccords hooks or texts mecl rn :my 

9 pnhHc :-chool or 8tatc>-:li<lcd <'<lucntio11al institution 

10 (:l) To require a report on :rny matter from any clcpartmcnt :1gc11ey 

11 c11111111itt<'c c0Jt1111i,;~ion or ho:ml which may. he vested hy law with nm· 

] 2 rC'sponsibilit.Y co11nrdc1I with the a.!mini::tration of pnhlic ccltwation 

13 (b) This :;;ection i;lrn.B not dimini:>h nn)' power to inspcct or to r"q11irn 

14 reports now µi\"cn by bw ff) the Dcpnrfrncut of Pnb1ic lnstruction or to 

15 the Superintendent of Public Instruction 

16 Section 2606-B Biennial Report to the Governor and General As-

l 7 scmbly BiC'nnially in enm-numhercd ~·car;:; the State Council of Ednca-

18 tion shall submit a comprehcnsi,-o report of its activities to the Governor 

19 ancl the General Asscmhly 

20 Section 2 This act shall become effective July 1 H)62 
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\Ve certify that this Lill hns pam·tl tl1c• ~<·nnh.> 1rn1l the Home of 

Heprcsl'ntative~. 

Cliil'f Clerk, Senate 
! I 

P. 
\ '· 

•II 11 II II II II II II II II I 11 ••II II I• II II I 11 II 11 I II II II I II II II II 11 • 11 11 11 11 

Pr<'~i1IC'11t pro tl'mporC', SC'nate 

II II II I II ••• II II 11 II II II II I II II II II II II II II I II II II II II II ' II I • II II II I II 

Sp<'llk<'r, HouH• of Hcp1·cH1ntativC's 

Approved The .....•.. clay of ...•................•. A. D. 1961. 

........................................ 
Governor· 

----------~~~~,~0~·-~~¥ ..................................... . 


