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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 716

MESSRS. HHAYS AND SEYLER, IN PLACE, MAY 31, 1961.

MR. HAYS, COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, AS AMENDED,
JUNE 21, 1961.

AN ACT

Amending the act of March 10 1949 (P I 30) entitled “An act relat-
ing to the public schoo! system including certain provisions ap-
plicable as well to private and parochial schools amending re-
vising consolidating and changing the laws relating thereto” clari-
fying and changing provisions relating to social studies curriculum

" The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penusylvania
hereby enacts as follows
Section 1 Section 1513 act of March 10 1949 (P 1. 30) known

as the “Public School Code of 1949” is repealed absolutely

EXPLANATION—CAPITAL LETTFRS indicate new matter added to blll. Matter strfchenthrough
1s to be omitted from bill. .
Underscoring indlcates new matter added to existing lsw. [Brackets] indicate matter

stricken from existing law.
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Section 2 Subsection (a) of seetion 1605 of the act amended April

12 1956 (P L 1459) is amended to read

Seetion 1603 Courses of Study (a) In all public private or parochial

schools there shall be integrated in the social studies curriculum conrses

of study as provided in this act Tt shall be the duty of the superintend-
ent having supervision over any high school to prepare and recommend
to the koard of school dircetors maintaining the same suitable courses
of study which shall be adopted by said hoard of school directors with
such changes as they may deem wise snhject to the provisions of this
act During [the last four yecars of a conmlete high schoal program]

grades seven through twelve inclusive there shall be included at least

r Heurl two eomester [A} FOUR [SEMESTER]Y SEMESTERS or
equivalent Jeonrse of] study in the histor_‘;»mul government of that
portion of America which has hecome the United States of Awmeriea
/-E:mr‘l of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania} of such nature kind or
quality as to have for its purpose the developing teaching and presenta-
tion of the principles and ideals o‘f the American Republican Repre-
sentative form of government as portrayed and experienced by the acts

and policies of the framers of the Declaration of Independence and

framers of the Coustitution of the United States and the Bill of Rights
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~The Leourses of} study [in] OF the history of the United States in-
chiding the study of the Constitution of the United States fand the

STUDY OF THE THSTORY AND Coustitution of this Commonwealthd

shall also be such as will emphasize the good worthwhile and best fea-
tures and points of the socinl cconomie and cultural development the
growth of the American family life high standard of living of the United
States citizen the privileges enjoyed by such eitizens their heritage and
its derivations of aud in our principles of government [and having for its
purpose also the instilling into every boy amd girl coming out of our pub-
lic scheols their solemn duty and obligation to exercise their voting priv-

ilege] Sueh instruetion shall have for its purpose also the instilling into

every hoy and girl who comes out of our public private and parochial

schools their solemn dnty and obligation to exercise intelligently their

voting privilege

There shall be alse given during grades seven thrensh bwelve

inelusive n one semester or eqiivalent eourze in the Histery and Gev-

crnment of Donnsylvanin ineluding the Constitution of the State of

Pennsdvania and studies of each important eleelive and appointive

efiice of the borenszh ety eonnty and township form of loeal povernment

and of the State govermment Suech instru-tion chall have for its purpese
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eive mtelligently their vetng privilege Such instruction shall continuo

in courses in the State Colleges to an extent to be determined by the

Superintendent of Public Instruction

* * *

We certify that this bill has passed the Senate and the louse of

Representatives.

Speaker, House of Representatives

Approved The A. D. 1061,

Governor




