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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 746 Se.sslon of 

1 9 6 1 

1.fESSRS. YATRON AND SESLER, L"\' PJ.,AOE, JUNJ<~ O, 1061. 

:;\flt STHOUP, CO:~IMI'l~'EE ON AGHICUJ.,TUIU~, AS A~IENDED, 
JUNE 20, 1961. 

AN ACT 
To regulate th'3 sale and distribution for agricultural purposes of ground 

limestone burned and hyrlratcd lime g~·psu.n1 slag and related 

products in the Conunonwralth of Pennsylvania conferring pow-

crs and imposing duties on the Department of Agriculture estah-

fo.hing fcC'S making au appropriation and prescribing penalties 

The General .Asscmbl.'· of the Conunonwcalth of Pennsylvania 

lie re by enacts as follows 

EXFLAluTiox--CAPITA.L IEITERS 1nd!Nte new matter added to blll. Mattu"strkken ili.-el!g!s 
ta to be emitted frcm bH.l. 
Unden:cvnnr: Indicates new ~tter added to ext.sting u.w. [Bra.cketA] 1Ddl~t.e rns.tter 
strlcken from exlstltii: law, 
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1 · Section 1 Administration of Act Slt0rt Title This act shall be ad-

~ ~~-~-

2 ministcre<l by the Department of Agriculture of the Commonwealth of 
,- .. :.-,c-:-- -, 

3 Pennsylrnnia awl shall be known and may bo cited as tho ''Pennsylvania 

4 .Agricultural lime Act" 

5 Section 2 Definitions When used in this act 

6 (1) The tctm "tlistribute" me:ms to offer for sale sell barter or 

7 otherwirn supply 

8 (2) The term "soll' 1 or "sale'' includes cxclurngc except excha11ge5 

9 between manufacturers 

10 (3) The tcnn ":-igricu1tura11iming materials'' means all calcific and 

11 other materials containing calcium or magnesium in condition and quan-

12 tity suitable for use in ncutra1izing soil acidity ~ ~ ~ ~ ffi ~ 

13 pPeflal'atieu &f IJestieideo "Gypsum" means products consisting primarily 

14 of calei11m sulfate ·. 

15 (4) The term "b1·,md" means the term design Qr tMdemark or other 

16 specific designation HUiler which an in<livi<lual agricultural liming mate-

17 rial is distributed and sold 

18 (5) The tcl'm "label" or "tag'' means a display of written printed 

19 or graphic matter attached t-0 or upon tho container in which an agri-

20 cultural liming material ia distributed 
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1 (6) The tcnn "ton" mca1~s a net ~eight of twQ thou."8nd pounds 

2 a rnirdupois 

3 (7) The term ((percent" Ol' "percentage" ffi('ans percentage by 

4 w~ight 

(8) The term "official 5nmplc" mC'ans any 5ample taken by t.he 

6 Sccn•tarJ of Agricultme or his agent 

7 Section 3 I.abcling (a) All agricultural liming materials sold offered ' • 

8 or exposed for cale sball l1ave attached thereto or be accompanied by 

9 a plainly printed statement giving the following information 

10 (1) The name of the manufacturer or importer and the address of 

11 liis principal office 

12 
(2) 'l'hc name of the place where manufacnne or a code to identify 

13 
that pa1·tfou1ar plant 

14 
(3) The brand or trade name of the mnterial 

15 
(4) The name of the form of the mnterial 

16 
(5) The net weight when the material is sold in packages 

17 
(6) The fineness of the material if in a ground or powdered form 

18 
showing the percentage passing the twenty mesh sieve the sixty mesh 

'' 19 
sfo,-e and the one hundred mesh sieve 
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1 (7) The minimmn pcrcC'nt of l'aleium oxide (CnO) anti of ruagne-

2 sium oxide OlgO) 111111 in tho rnso of g)·psum tho minimum percent of 

.3 c.alcium sulphate (C'aSOa) Tho pcrcentngo of moisture if it exceeds ten 

4 percent 

-5 (8) "'ith re.311cct to nil 1mrnc<l forms of liming materials including 

'6 mixture~ of hurnr•l Awl 1111liurnc1l limi11g mntcril'lls statement of the tot~l 

7 nrnximum percent conlainc1I of cnlt>ium oxi1lc ancl urngncsium oxide which 
. ' 

arc comhine1l :ts c;\rlioHntc~ The information given in the said statement 

·9 shall he hclil t•> be the gunmuty of tlm mn;rnfocturcr or importer tpat 

10 the goods to whid1 !'aid statement refers nrc of the kind and quality or 

ccimposition arnl fincnc$$ so set forth 

12 (h) The word "lime" shall not be placed anywhere on a package 

13 containing agricultural liming malarial which has less than sixty per-

14 cent of its total weight in the form of oxides or hydroxides of calcium 

15 or magnesium except in the required statement of minimum analys!3 
.... -_ 

16 or as part of the name of the company manufacturing or selling it 
. . . ~ 

17 (c) The term "standard agricultural limestone" shall not be plac-ed 

18 anywhere on any package c-0ntaining agricultural liming material which 
~ .. ':. -_. 

19 has less than fifty percent oxide equivalent by weight ninety-eight pe_r-

20 cent of which will pass a No 20 mesh sie,·e and contain the dust of 
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1 fracture Uaterial meeting a less requirement shall be labeled sub-

2 standard agricultural Jimestone 

3 {d) In the case of agricultural liming mat-0rials sold in bulk tha 

4 required information shall be dclivcre<l to the purd1ascr either with- U10 

5 im·oice therefor or with the goods 

6 Section 4 Registration {a) Every manufacturer or importer of 

7 agricultural liming materials shall before offering tl1em for sale in 

8 Pennsylvania register each brand and grade of agricultural liming 

9 material with the Secretary of Agriculture on forms provided by him ,, 

10 anti shall pay a permanent registration f ce of ten dollars ($10) Changes 

11 in brand name or grade shall require a new registration 

12 (b) The Secretary of Agriculture is empowered to reject 4!1Y 

13 . applica~ion not in comp1iance with the provisions of this act and .to 

14 eancel any registration ~hen it is subsequently found to b~ in violatio.n· 

15 _of any provision of this. act or when he has satisfactory evidenc.e t~at 
. .. 

16 the regis~rant has used fraudulent or deceptive practices in attempted 

17 e~asion 0£ the provisions 0£ the act or regulations theroundor No regis-
' . 

. ~~ . traH?n shall ~ ,refused or ooncelled until t?e registrant shall h~ve 

19 been given opportunity to be heard before the Secretary 0£ Agriculture . . . . · . 

• .• f ·' 
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1 Section 5 Control .Fee (a) ERl'h m11nufaclurcr or importer of 

2 agricultural limiug matcrinl Eolulll mo 11ot later thnn the last day of 

3 January an<l July of ca('h yc·nr n sc>J11i·n111111nl sl11tcmcnt setting forth 

4 tho number of net to11s of agl'ic11lt11ml liming ma~crial distributed 

5 county by county in this Stnto .Jmi11g tltu ~ix month's period ending as 

6 of the last day of the prc\'ious month anti upon filing su('h statement 

7 shall pay a control fee at the rate. of two cents ($.02) per ton except 

8 that no semi-annual payment shall exceed two hundred dollars ($200} 

9 nor be less than twenty £.ve dollars ($25) :Failure to make an aoourate 

10 statement of tonnage or to pay the control fee shall constitute S'Ufficient 

11 C'ause for tl1e cancellation of all rC'gistrations on file for the manufa~ 

12 turer or importer 

13 (b) Sales of agricultural liming materials to manufacturers or 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

exchanges between them are hereby exemptC'd from the control fee 

Registration and control fees and finM when collected shall be placed 

in the 1',eed and Fertilizer Fund to be used solely for the payment of 

the c-0sts of inspection sampling analysis and other expenses necessary 

for the administrati.cm of this act and other acts specified by the General 

A~e-mbly · and as much thereof as is necessary is hereby appropriated 

from time to time 
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] Seotion 6 S:rn1pling The Secretary of Agriculture is hereby em· 

2 pow()rc1l to col~t 8amples of agricultural liming material either in 

3 pergon or by his duly qualified agent or reprcsentativo to have thcm 

4 :rnalyzed and shall publish the results for the. information of the puh-

5 lie and for this pul'pose the Secretary of Agriculture and his duly 

6 authorized agents shall have full a~css ingress and egress to and 

7 from all places of business quarries kilns factorie.s barns buildings cars 

8 antl vessels med in the nrnnufocture storage tnmsportation or sale of 

9 tho said materials They shall have the power to open any container or 

10 package containing or supposed to contain any of the &1id materials 

11 arnl to take tlierefonn s<'lrnples for analysis 

] 2 Section 7 )fisbranding No agricultural liming material shall be 

13 dc<'med to he misbranded if the total combine<l oxide equivalent prese.nt 

14 shall exceed the sum of the calcium oxide and magnesium oxide as st.ate.d 

15 in the gu:mmtce~l analysi=- If the analy:-is of any agricultural liming 

16 material shall fall as much or more than ten percml.t below the mann-

17 fartnrcr's guarantrc the ~rc>rf'tary of Agricnlture shall immrdiately 

18 notify tl1e manufa<'tnrcr :rnrl :illow him trn <fays in wl1i<'l1 to im·f'stigatc 

19 awl make a report Tf tlw <lf'fi<'foncy is confirmf'd the 8c>.crf'tar.v of Agri-

20 culture shall a5..;;css twicc the value of such deficiency against the regis-
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1 trant 'l'he asscs.sment shall be l>ased upon the eelling price of the agricul-

2 tural liming material and the Secretary of Agriculture sl1all i~quire the 
t: 

3 registrant to make good such assessment to all purchasers of the deficient 

4 lot of agricultural liming material from which tl1c Eample was drawn 

5 If the purchnser or purchasers of the lot cannot be found t110 assessment 

6 shall be deposited in the State -Trea31iry to the c::redit of the General 

7 Fund 

8 SC'ction 8 Huleg nwl Regulations Tho Secretary of Agricultnro is 

9 C'mpowC'rC'1l to prescril10 nnd C'nforce such reasonable rules and regula-

10 tions rclnting to the enlt\ of ngricultural liming materials as is deemod 

11 nN'(\~c:nry to c1nry into effect the full inteut and meading of this ad 

12 SC'ction 0 Violnfions Penalties Any person violating any provisions 

13 of c11is nt't ii.lrnll ho guilty of a misdemeanor and upon convii;tion shall 

14 Le sl'11tc11crJl to pay a flue of nDt }e33 tlurn fift-y dol1ars ($50) for the 

15 first offense nwl in dofo11lt of tho payment thereof undergo imprison-

16 ment for a tcnn not C>xceeding thirty days and a fine of not less than 

17 one hundred dollars ($100) for ead1 sullsequont offense and in default 

18 thereof a term of imprisonment of not less thnn sixty days It shall be 

19 the duty of the Secret.ary of Agriculture to enforce the provisions of 

20 
this act 
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1 SECTION 10 REPJ<~AI. THE ACT OF JUNE 1 1915 (P I. 618) 

2 ENTITLED "AN ACT TO REGULATE THE SALE FOR AGHI-

3 ·· CULTURAi, PURPOSE OF CRUSHED J,IlIESTONE LIME GYP-

4 SUM AND HELATED PRODUCTS DEFINING SAID PRODUCTS 

5 AND PRESCRIBING PENAi.TIES FOR THE YIOT,ATION OF 

6 TITIS ACT" IS REPEATJ·~D 

7 Section .W 11 This act shall take effect January 1 19G2 

We oort.ify th.at this. bill has passed tho Senate and tho House of 

Representatives. 

. ...................................... . 
Chief Clerk, Senate 

e • e ••••• e e •• e e e e • e • e e e e e e • I e ' e e ••• e • t e t e 

President pro tempore, Senate 

........................................ 
Speaker, House of RepreBentativea 

Approved The ...•...• day of .......•.....•....•••. A. D. 1961. 
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Governor 
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