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TUB GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PBNNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
No. 746 Session of 

1 9 6 1 

:\lESSHS. Y.A'l'HONAND SESLEH, IN PLACE, JUNE G, 1961. 

AS AMENDED ON SECOND HEADING, JUNE 26, 19Gl. 

AN ACT 
To regulate the sale and <listrilrntion for flgricultural purposes 0£ ground 

limestone burned and hydrated lime gypsum slag and related 

products in tho Commonwealth of Pennsylvania conferring pow-

ers and imposing duties on the Department of Agriculture estab-

. fohing fcc-s making an Appropriation and prescribing penalties 

The General Assembly of tlw Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 

BU'l..UfutoN-OAPITAL LBT'TER8 Indicate new matter added to bill. Mattu MrleiieR lM>eYllt 
ls to be oml\\ed from b\U. 
Underaoor1n1 lncllcaW. new ma\~r &dded to n:latlns law. [Brackete] Indicate na.tter 
rtncken trom emtlal law. 
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1 :3ccrion 1 .A<lministration of Act Short 'fitle 'fhis act $hall bo ad-

2 miuistuted by the Dcparturnut of Agriculture of the Conunouwcalth of 

~ Pcnusyhanin and slia1l b1J known and may be citC'J as the "Pennsylvania 

4 Agricultural J.imo Acf' 

5 ~ectioa 2 Deti11itio11:! When used in this act 

6 (1) 'flil' t<.>1111 "distribute" nwaus to offer for sale sell barter or 

7 othrwisc :Supply 

8 (2) Tl1e term "sell'' or "8alc" inc.-!ude3 exehat1ge except exclrnnges 

9 Lctwccn manufacturers 

10 (3) The term "agr~cultural liming materials" means all calcitic and 

11 other materials containing calcium or magnesium in condition and quan-

12 tity suitah1c for ttse in n<.>utralizi11g soil acidity "Gypsum'' means prod-

13 nets ('tm!'isting primarily of calcium snlfatc 

14 (-1) The term "brand'' means tlic term design or t:re.demark or other 

15 specific designation under which an individual agricultural liming mate-

16 rial is distributed anrl sold 

17 (5) The tenn "label" or "tag" means a display of written printed 

18 or graphic matter attached to or upon the container in which an agri-

19 cultural liming material is distributed 

•,' 
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1 (6) The term "ton" means n net weight of two thou.saml v0unds 

2 ~rrninlupois 

3 (7) The term "percent" or "percentage" means percentage by 

4 w~ight 

5 (8) The term "oflicial snmpfo" means any sample taken by the 

6 Secretary of Ag1·i.culture or his agent 

·,:. 7 Section 3 I~abeiing (a) All agricultural liming materials sold offered 

8 or exposed for sale shall have attached thereto or be accompanied by 

9 R plainly printed statement giYing the following information 

10 (1) The name of the manufacturer or importer and tl1c address of 

11 his principal ofHce 

12 (2) 11ie name of the place whel'C manufacture or a code to identify 

13 that particular plant 

14 (3) The brand or trade name of the material 

15 (4) The name of the form of the material 

16 (5) The net weight when the material is sold in packages 

,,. 
•-' 

17 (6) The fineness of the material if in a ground or powdered form 

18 showing the percentage passing the twenty mc5h sieve the sixty mesh 

19. si~rn anti tlie one hundred mesh sie,·e 
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(7) The minimum i)ercent of calcium oxide (CaO) and of rnagne· 

sium oxide (MgO) aml in the case of gypsum tho minimum percent of 

calcium sulphate (CaSO•) The percentage of moisture if it exceeds ten 

percent 

(8) \Vith respect to all burned fonns of liming materials including 

mixtures of burned and unburned liming materials statement of the total 

maximum percent contained of calcium oxide and magnesium oxide which 

are combined as carbonates The information given in the said statement 

shall be held to bo the guaranty of the manufacturer or importer that 

the goods to whirh said statement refers are of' the kind and quality or 

composition and fineness so set forth 

(b) 'fhe word "lime" shall not be placed anywhere on a package 

containing agricultural liming maturial which has less tlian sixty per­

cent of its total weight in the £orn1 of oxides or hydroxides of calcium 

or magnesium except in the required statement of minimum analys~ 

or as part. of the name of the company manufacturing or selling it 

(c) The term "standard agricultural lime.stone" sball not be placed 

anywhere_ on any package containing agricultural liming material which 

has less than fifty percent oxide equivalent by weight ninety-eight per­

cent of which will pass a No 20 mesh sieve and contain the dust of 
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1 fracture Material meeting a less requirement shall be labeled sub-

2 standard agricultural limestone 

3 (d) In tho case of agricultural liming materials sold in bulk tha 

4 requited information shall be delivered to the purchaser either with the 

5 invoice therefor or with the goods 

6 Section 4 Registration (a) Every manufacturer or importer of 

7 agricultUJ'al liming materials shall before offering them for sale in 

8 Pennsylvania register each brand and grade of agricultural liming 

9 material with the Secretary 0£ Agriculture on forms provided by hita 

10 and shall pay a permanru1t. registration fee of ten dollars ($10) Changes 

11 in brand uamo or grade shall require a. new registration 

12 (b) Tho Secretary of Agric.ulture is empowered to reject any 

13 application not in compliance with the provisions of this act and to 

14 . cancel any registration when it is subsequently found to be in violation 

15 of any provision of this act or when lie has satisfac.tory evidence that 

16 the registrant has useJ fraudulent or deceptive praeticcs in attempted 

17 evasion of the provisions of the act or regulations thereunder No regis-

18 tr~tion sha11 be refused or cancelled until the registrant shall have 

19 been given opportunity to be heard before the Secretary of .Agriculture 

20 Section 5 Control Fee (a) Each manufacturer or importer of 
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1 agricultural liming material shall file not later tlinn t11c last <lay of 

2 January and July of each year a semi-annual statement setting forth 

3 t-he number of net tons of agricultural lill'ling material distributed 

4 eonnt.'t ey e-a~ in this State during the i'ix month's prdod r1111i11~ 1ts 

5 of the last day of the previous month and upon filing such statement 

6 shall pay a control :fee at the rate of two cents ($.02) per ton oxccpt 

7 that 110 semi-a1111ual payme11t sJiall exceed ~ ~ffi tlell!tt'H (~1109) 

8 . ONE IIUNDHED :FIFTY DOLJ,AHS ($150) nor Lo less tJrnn twe11ly 

9 #¥e doll11l't3 ~ T'YELVI<; DOLL.AUS AND J<'IFTY CENTS ($12.riO) 

10 Failure to make an accmate statement of to1mngo or to 11ay tho coutrol 
~. 

11 fee shall co11stitute sutlicient cause for the cancellation of nil rcgistrn· 

12 tions on file for the manufacturer or importer 

13 (b) Sales of agricultural liming materials to manufacturers or 

14 exchanges between them are hereby exempted from the control {co 

15 Registration and control fees and fines when collected shall be placed 

16 in the Feed and Fertilizer Fund to be. med solely for the payment of 

17 the costs of inspection sampling analysis and other expenses necessary 

18 for the administration of this act and other acts ~pecified by the Gen~al 

19 AEsembly and as much thereof as 1s necessary is hereby appropriated 

20 from time to time 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

· 7 Printer's No.-977 
Sootion 6 Sam1>ling The Secretary of Agriculture is hereby eni~ 

poworctl to collect ~mplcs of agricultural liming material either in 

pol'6ou or by his duly qualified agent or representative to have them 

analyzed and sha1l publish the results for the information of the pub­

lic aml for this purpose the Secretary of Agriculture and his duly 

authorized agents shall have full nocess ingress and egress to and 

from all places of business quarries kilns factories barns buildings cars 

and vessels used in tho manufacture storage transportation or sale of 

tho sa1d mntorinls 'fhcy slu\11 have the power to open any oontainer or 

package containing or supposed to contain any of tho said materials 

and to take theroform s.amp!es for analysis 

Section 7 Misbranding No agricultural liming material shall be 

deemed to bo misbranded if tho total combined oxide equivalent present 

shall exceed the sum of tho calcium oxide and magnesium oxide as st.ated 

in the guarnutced analysis l£ tho analysis of any agricultural liming 

materiRl shall fall as much or more than ten percent below the manu­

facturer's guarantee the Secretary of AgricuJture shall immediately 

notify the manufacturer and allow him ten. days in which to investigate 

and make a report If the deficiency is confirmed. the Secretary of Agri­

culture shall assess twice the value of such deficiency against the regis-
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1 trant The assessment sliall be based upon the selling price of the agricul-

2 tural liming material and tho Secretary of Agriculture shall require the 

3 registrant to make good such assessment to all purchasers of the deficient 

4 lot of agricultural liming material from which the sample was drawn 

5 H the purchaser or purchasers of the lot cannot be found tho assessment 

6 shall ho deposited in the State Treasury to the credit of the General 

7 Fund 

8 Section 8 Rules ancl Regulations The Secretary of Agriculture. is 

9 empowered to prescribe and enforce such reasonable rules and regula-

i 

10 tions relating to tho sale of agricultural liming materials as is deemed 

·•• • • t 

11 necess;try to carry into effect the full intent nnd meatfing of this act 

12 Section 0 Violations Penalties Any person violating any provisiOns 

13 of this act shall bo guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall 

14 be sentenc.ed to pay a fine oi not less than fifty dollars ($50) for tlul 

15 :first offense and in default of tho payment thereof undergo imprison-

, .f. 

16 ment :for a term not exceeding thirty days and a fine of not fos..'l tJi£Jt 

···1. ' ' : ··" . . . . : 

17 one hundroo dollars ($100) for each subsequent offense and in default 

18 th~~eo{ a tero"i 'of imprisonment of not less than sixty days It ~hall b6 

19 the. duty of tho Secret.ary of Agriculture to enforce tho provisions of 

20 . thiS act 

,, 
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1 Section 10 Uepcal the Act of Juno 1 1015 (P L 678) entitled "An 

2 act to regulate the sale for agricultural purpose of crushed limestone 

3 lime gypsum and reiated products defining said products an<l prescribing 

4 penalties for the violation of this act" is repealed 

5 Section 11 This act shall take effect January 1 1962 

We certify that this bill has passed the Senate and the House of 

Repreaenta tivee. 

. ...................................... . 
Chief Olerk, Senate 

......................................... 
President pro tempore, Senatt 

,, 

• t t t t •• e t t ••• e t e • t • e t •• e • e • t e l t •• e t t t I •• 

Speaker, House of Representatives 

Approved The ••.••••• day of •••••••••.••..•••.•..• A. D. 1961. 
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