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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 746 Teet

MESSRS, YATRON AND SESLER, IN PLACE, JUNE 6, 1961.

AS AMENDED ON SECOND READING, JUNE 26, 1961.

AN ACT

T regulate the sale and distribution for agricultural purposes of ground
limestone burned and hydrated lime gypsum slag and related
products in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania conferring pow-

ers and imposing duties on the Department of Agriculture estab-
_lishing fecs making an appropristion and prescribing penalties

The General Assembly of the Commeonwealth of Pennsylvania

hercby enacts as follows

ExrLaNATION—OAPITAL LETTERS indicats new matter added to bill. Matter sirleken-through
is to be omitted from bl

10,
U‘nderlooring indicates new matter added to existing law, [Brackets] Indicate matter
stricken from existing law.
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Scetion 1 Administration of x‘\Ct Short Title This act shall be ad-
mi‘nistercd by thcv])bpurlmnnt of Agriculture of the Commonwealth of
Penusylvania and shail be known and may be cited as the “Pennsylvania
Agricultural Lime Act”

Section 2 Detinitions When uvsed in this act

(1) The term “distribute” means to offer for sale scll barter or
otherwise supply

(2) The term “sell” or “sale” includes exchange exeept exchanges
between manufacturers

(3) The term “agricultural liming materials” means all caleitic and
other mateiials containing calcium’ or magnesium in condition and quan-
tity suitable for use in neutralizing soil acidity “Gypsum” means prod-

ucts consisting primarily of caleium sulfate

(1) The term “brand” means the term design or trademark or other

specific designation under which an individual agricultural liming mate-
rial is distributed and sold

(5) The term “label” or ‘“‘tag” means a display of written printed
or graphic matter attached to or upon the container in which an agri-

cultural liming material is distributed
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(6) The term “ton” means a net weight of two thousand pounds
avoirdupois

(7) The term “percent” or ‘“percentage” means percentage by
weight

(8) The term “official sample” means any sample taken by the
Sceretary of Agriculture or his agent

Section 3 Labeling (a) All agricultural liming materials sold offered
or exposed for sale shall have attached thereto or be accompanied by
a plainly printed statement giving the following information

(1) The name of the manufacturer or importer and the address of
his principal oflice

(2) The name of the place where manufacture or a code to identify
that particular plant

(3) The brand or trade name of the material

(4) The name of the form of the material

(5) The net weight when the material is sold in packages

(6) The fineness of the material if in a g'roun'd or powdered form

showing the percentage passing the twenty mesh sieve the sixty mesh

sieve and the one hundred mesh sieve
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(7) The minimum‘percent of calcium oxide (CaO) and of magne-
sium oxide (MgQ) and in the case of gypsum the minimum percent of
caleium sulphate (CaSO4) The percentage of meoisture if it exceeds ten
percent

(8) With respect to all burned forms of Hming materials including
mixtures of burned and unburned liming materials statement of the total
maximum percent contained of calcium oxide and magnesium oxide which
are combined as carbonates The information given in the said statement
shall be held to bo the guaranty of the manufacturer or importer that
the goods to which said statement refers are of the kind and quality or
composition and fineness so set forth

(b) The word “lime” shall not be placed anywhere on a package
containing agricultural liming material which has less than sixty per-
cent of its total weight in the form of oxides or hydroxides of calecium
or magnesium except in the required statement of minimum analysis
or as part of the name of the company manufacturing or selling it

(¢) The term “standard agricultural limestone” shall not be placed
anywhere on any package containing agricultural liming material_ which
has less than fifty percent oxide equivalent by weight ninety-eight per-

cent of which will pass a No 20 mesh sieve and contain the dust of
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fracture Material meeting a less requirement shall be labeled sub-
staﬁdard agricultural limestone

(d) In tho case of agricultural liming materials sold in bulk tha
requited information shall be delivered to the purchaser either with the
invoice therefor or with the goods

Section 4 Registration (a) Every manufacturer or importer of
agricultural liming materials shall before offering them for sale in
Pennsylvania register each brand and grade of agricultural liming
material with the Secrctary of Agriculture on forms provided by him
and shall pay a permanent registration fee of ten dollars ($10) Changes
in brand name or grade shall require a new registration

(b) The Seccretary of Agric.ulturg is empowered to reject any
application not in compliance with the provisions of this act and to
ccancel any registration when it is subsequently found to be.in violation
of any provision of this act or when he has satisfactory gvidgnc;a that
the registr’ant has used fraudulent or deceptive practices in attempted
ev_asion of the provisions of the act or regulations thereunder No regis-

tration shall be refused or cancelled until the registrant shall have

been given opportunity to be heard before the Secretary of Agriculture

Section 5 Control Fee (a) Each manufacturer or importer of
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agricultural liming material shall file not later than the last day of
January and July of each year a semi-annual statement setting forth
the number of net tons of agricultural liming material distributed
esunty by eounty in this State during the six month’s period ending a3
of the last day of the previous month and upon ﬁ]ing such statemont
shall pay a control fee at the rate of two cents ($.02) per ton oxcept
that no semi-annual payment shall cxceed twe hundeed dollrrs ($306)
"~ ONE HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS ($150) nor bo less than twenty
five dollars (325) TWELVE DOLLARS AXND FIFTY CENTS (312.60)
Failure to make an ;aceurate statement of tonnage or to pay the control
fee shall constitute sufficient cause for the cancellation of all registra-
tiohs on file for the manufacturer or importer

(b) Sales of agricultural liming materials to manufacturers or
exchanges between them are hereby exemptéd from the control fee
* Registration and control fees and fines when collected shau be placed
in the Feed and Fertiliz'er‘ Fund to be used solely for the payment of
thé cos.ts' of inspéciion sampling analysis and other éxpenses necessary
for the administration of this act and other acts épeciﬁ;ed by fhe General

Assembly and as much thereof as is necessary is hereby éppropriatéd

from time to time
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Seotion 6 Sampling The Secretary of Agriculture is hereby em-
powored to collect samples of agricultural liming material either ;in
persou or by his duly qualified agent or representative to have them
analyzed and shall publish the results for the information of the pub-
lic and fdr this purpose the Secretary of Agriculture and his duly
authorized agents shall have full access ingress and egress to and
from all places of business quarries kilns factories barns buildings cars
and vessels used in tho manufacture storage transportation or sale of
tho said materials Thoy shall have the power to open sny container or
package containing or supposed to contain any of the said materials
and to take theroform samples for analysis

Section 7 Misbranding No agricultural liming material shall be
deemed to bo misbranded if the total combined oxide quivalent presant
shall exceed the sum of the caleium oxide and magnesium oxide as stated
in the guaranteed analysis If the analysis of any agricultural liming

material shall fall as much or more than ten percent below the manu-

- facturer’s guarantee the Secretary of Agriculture shall immediately

notify the manufacturer and allow him ten days in which to investigate
and make a report If the deficiency is confirmed the Secretary of Agri-

culture shall assess twice the value of such deficiency against the regis-
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trant The assessment shall be based upon the sclling price of the agricul-
tural liming material and the Sceretary of Agriculiure shall require the.
registrant to make good such assessment to all purchasers of the deﬁcicnt
lot of agricﬁltural liming material from which the sample was drawn
If thé purchasér or purchasers of the lot cannot be found the assessment
shall be deposited in the State Treasury to the credit of the General
Fund

Section 8 Rules and Regulations The Secretary of Agricultura is
elﬁﬁowered to prescribe and enforce such reasonable rules and reguiw

tions relating to the sala of égricultural liming materials as is deomed

necessary to caif_.y into effect the full intent and meaifing of this sct

Sccﬁon 9 Violationé Penalties Any person violating any provisions
‘o:f fhié ac’t‘shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and -u;')on conviction shall
v' besentenced ‘t‘o ﬁay a ﬁ:ne of not l;ss fllar; fifty dollars ($50) for the
' first offense and in default of the payment thereof undergo imprison-
ment -f.or a: t:éfm not exceedmg thlrty (;l’ay.s .and a fine éf not less than
ij;).;é"h,un;dré;i dol-l-a.ré ;($1‘(’)0)”'fo'r"éaeh s‘ubse;jue:nt offense s;nd in (iefault
| fhf;ff;of; aterm :tl):fAiﬁii’)risom'n'—;er‘niﬁ of not less”th'm; sixty da'ys It shall be
t"he .duty of the. Secretary of. Agriéulture .to énforce the provisions of

this aet
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Section 10 Repeal the Act of June 1 1915 (P L 678) entitled “An

act to regulate the sale for agricultural purpose of crushed limestone

lime gypsum and related products defining said products and prescribing
penalties for the violation of this act” is repealed

Section 11 This act shall take effect January 1 1962

We certify that this bill has passed the Senate and the House of

Representativee.

Chief Olerk Senate

President pro tempore, Senato

Speaker, House of Representatlves

Approved The ........ day of ..... cesrarsanas vevees A. D. 1861,

746—SW—2




