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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SENATE BILL 
Ho. 750 Session of 

1961 

!IESSUS. 'YEINEH AND SIT.VERT, IN PJ1ACE, 
JUNE 7, 1961. 

AS AMENDED ON THIRD READING, AUGus·T 1, 1961. 

AN ACT 
Amendiilg the act of July 27 itl55 (P L 288) cntitietl as ruiiendea 

"An act making it unlawful for o'wners of certain property in 

.. cHie~ of. tlic first da&s and. in cities of the second' class to sell 

or agree to sell such property without first deiiv(ning to the 

purehaiwr a certification. of tho District classification and te-

' quiring such· owners to irtserf in any agreement of sale of such 

' 
property a statement concerning zoning clas..ctification and legal-

· ity of the use of such property find providing penalties for· 

J!:Vu.?unoN-CAPITAL LETTERS Indicate new matter adde<I to bU1. Matter ifftclfeft-thre11gta 
ts to be C1rnltted rrom blll. 
Underscortne: lndl~tes new matter e.dded to ei::utlng law, (Draclceta) lndleatie maeter 
grncKen iwm e:tlstln.g law. 
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violations'' rcqniring certificatioll and disclosure of olltstanding 

nolicrs of fire UUILDING SAFETY and housillg onlinaucc 

Yiolations 

Tho General Assembly of tho Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows 

1 Section 1 The title and sections 1 2 3 and 3.1 act of July 27 1955 

2 (P L 288) entitled as amenchid "An act maldng it unlawlul for owners 

3 of certain property in cities of the first da&; and in citiea of tlie second 

4 ciass to sell or agree to sell such property without first delivering to 

J) the purchaser a certification ol the Distrfot classification and requiring 

6 such owners to insert in any agreement of sale of such property a 

.7 statement concerning zoning classification and legality of the use of 

.8 such property and providing penalties for violations" reenacted and 

9 amended May 11 1959 (P L 303) are amended to read 

10 An A-ct 

11 Making it unlawful for owners of certain property in cities of the 

l 2 first class and in cities of the second class to sell or agree to 

13 sell s1i<.'h property without first delivering to the purchaser a 

14 certification of the District cla$Sification and without first de-

15 livering a certification disclosing any notice of an unC9rrected 
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1 \'iofo.tion of any hon:;i11g Blil Ll>l~U :4.\ FE'I'\' 01· tir<' ort\i111rnrc and 

a requiring SUl'h OWll<.'rS (O ill:O:('l'l ill 1111,\' llgl'l'l'llll'llt of ~a}u of 8Ul'h flrOp-

8 l'rty a slt\h'lllC'llt co11l't•mi11~ io11i11g dt;1~t'ilkalio11 [ u11tlJ legality of the 

4 nS<.' o( sud1 propC"rty 111111 in 1uf,Jitio11 tll('rC'to :t slnlPmcut concerning 

5 uncorrC'l'tC'd ,·io1alio11~ o( hon~i11~ Bl TI I.DI ~O SAFI<~TY or fire or<li-

6 11a11ccs and pro\'idiug pP1rnlli<•s for \'ioJnlions 

7 Section 1 Legislative :Findings 

8 (a) Tho. Goncrnl Assembly finds that in cities of the first class and 

9 in. cit\~ o{ the s_ccond da~s many ownors o! properties are using s1~<lh 

lQ prope~ties in violation of tho ?.oning ordinances and regule.ti.ons of s1~b. 

ll <:iti~s a1vl ~ro mainta.iuiug s11dl propl11·lil's in violation of housi~g 
s !l 2 

l.~ BUU,l)ING SAFETY nml nm onli111111l'<'.s nllll rc>gnlf\tionl;) and a.r~ 

13. otfrri11g su1·h pmpl•l'tit•,:; fol' ~ulu witlurnt l'C'\'<.•aling snrh illegal llSe 

14. or tlw ~'C'<'<>ipt of 11otil'<1 of tltf' PXislC'lll'l' of homing RUILDlXG 

1.5 SAFl\'l'r and tho \'iolution~ ~ln11y ii111ol'<'lll p11n•h:tso1·s of such prnper-

16 tir:; arC' uot awarf' of thf' illf'gnl ll~t' or tlu' oxi11tr11l'<' of the uahin-. of 

17 violations until th<'y l1a\·<' r•11l<'l'<'1l iuto agrl'C'llll'lllS of s·'\lC' or hav<' eon; 

18 sum1,nated the pu~·diaso 

19 (b) In order to prevent unclne hardshipi! arnl losses impose<l on 

20 snch innocent purchasers hy OWJH'rs who have fnilccl to reveal the 
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1 . ill<'gal mo of the property being conveyed or who have made misrcpre· 

2 i:cntntions in that regard the General Af:scmbly fimls and declares that 

3 in cities tif the first cla~ an<l in cities of· the second class all sellers' 

... 
4 of property ~hall he required to alh·ioo tho purchaser of the legal use 

5 of such property and to <l'clivcr to the purchaser not later than at tho 
•; 

6 settlement held for sueh property a use registration permit showing 

7 tl1e legal use and zoning chu•sification for such property' 

8 (c) In order to prevent umluc hardship and losses. impo5cd on an 

9 i_nnocent pnrclrnser by nn ownol· who lw:' foiled to discloso lo a prosp~<>-

10 tivc p1irehascr of pn)pcrty tl1at a n~ticc has bcc1~ rcccin•d tlrnt sub'J: 

11 property is in violntion of housing BU lLDING SAJ.'ETY or fire onh-

12 nnnccs or .:n·gulaticms the Geneml AssC'mLly finds awl declares that ~1i 

13 

14 reeriw'l by the owners of nny violation of any housing I3UIT.DING 

15 SAFETY or fire ordin:rncc or regulation with rCs!)rct to the property 

16 to be soltl 

17 Section 2 Definitions 

18 (:1) "Owner" means any person cC'-parfnor,ship association corpora-

19 tioe1 or fiduciary having legal or equitable title or any interest in any 



n Printer's No.-1155 
1 - real properly Whenever used in nny clause prcscribiug or imposing a 

2 penalty the term owner as applied to co-partnership3 and associatio'us 

3 shall menu tho partners or members thereof and as applied to corpora· 

4 tious the omccrs thereof 

5 (b) HPropcrty" means any building or structure situate in any city 

6 of the first clasa or ~ituatc iu nny city of the second class except build-

7 ings or structures used designed or intended to be used exclusively 

·' 

S for single family or two-family occupancy churches or other· places of 

9 religious worship ~ccpt Ornt for the purpose of certification or state-

10 mcuts regar<lillg notices of housiug BUILDING SAFETY or fire viola-

11 tio11s the word "property'' shall irn:ln1lc nll builtlings or· structur_cs 

12 (c) "Agreement of salo" means nny agrccilicnt or written instru-

13 mcnt which provides that titlo to imy prope1·ty 8hall thereafter be trans-

14 fencd from ono owHer to nnothc1· owner nnd shall inclu<lo inter alia. 

15 written leases which contain options to pnr('~H\SO tho leased property 

16 and lcascg which p~o\'i11e that the lc5sce of the property shali 'acquire 

17 titlo thereto after the payment of n sfi.pulntcd numbcir of regular rent 

18 payments or nftcr n sti1n.ibtC'd vcriod of timo 

19 Section 3 Certificates [ o( Zoning Classifie.ation] 
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~In any cit:.y of the first cla&a and in any city of the second class 

it shall bo unlawful for any owner to sell his properly Of any interest 

tlrnrcin unless tl1e owner shall first deliyer to the purcha~er at or prior 

to the timo for settlement a tortiflcation of the District classification 

iswcd by tho &ppropriatc city o8icer indicatinR the zoning ~lassifieation 

aml tho lC'g~hty of the existing use of the property to be sold 

(b) It shall he unlawful for an owner to sell his property or an.r 
j -

interest therein unl~~. tqo owner shall first deliver to the purdi,aser f\~ 
. 4 -

or prior to the time for settlo.ment a certificate issiu,i~ by the appropri~ 
~~~~~,___~,___~_,...,__,,,____ ( ' 

ate city 9fficial disclosing wheth~r there e:i;;ists an.r, notic_e of an llnCOJ"r 

reeled violatil}n of tho housing BUILDING SAFETY or tiro onlii~ 
- - . . c • 

Se~tion 3.1 .,A.greeµients of Sale 

(a) Every owner shall insert in every fl.greement for the sale of 

pr~perty a pro\·ision sho\\-ing the zoning classification of su~h property 

and stating whether the present use of the proporty is in c-0mpliance 

with or in violation of zoning laws and ordinances and on>.ry 9WI}er 

t:hall insert in every agreement for the sale of property a provisi.ou 

disclosing whether there exists any notice of an uncorrected violation 

of the ho~~siug BUILDING SAFETY or fire ordinances 

(b) If any owner fails to include [such a] any. pro,·ision. required 
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) hy this act in an agreement for the sale of property then in any action at 

3 conclusively presumed that the owner at the tirnl} of the signin~ Qf such 

4 agreement represented nud warranted to the purchaser that such prop-

5 erty was being used in compliance with the then existing zoning laws 

6 and ordinances and that there was no uncorrected violation of tho hous-

7 ing BUIT,DING SAFE'rY or fire ordinances 

8 Section 2 This act shall take effect immediately 

\Ye certify that this bill has pas~c1l tl1c> Senate awl the Home of 

Ueprescuta ti ,·es. 
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Chief Clerk, Senate 

........................................ 
President pro ternporc, Senate 

........................................ 
Speaker, House of Ueprescntative3 

Approved Tho •.•.•..• day of ............•......... A. D. 1061. 
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Governor 


