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Vocntlonal echMls. 

Section 1 of act of 
l\fay 1, 1913, (P. 
L. 138), amended. 

Deflnltlons. 

11Vocational edu~ 
cation." 

"Vocational in­
dustrial educa­
tion.'' 

"Vocational agrl­
cnltnral educa­
tion.'' 

"Vocational com­
m6llC.lal educa­
tion." 

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

No. 250. 

AN ACT 

To amend sections one to eleven, inclusive, and to repeal section 
twelve of an act, approved the first day of May, one thousand 
nine hundred and thirtePn (Pamphlet Laws, one hundred and 
thfrt:v-eight), entitled ·•,\n net clcfining rncational education; 
providing for the establishment and rcgulatiou of vocational 
schools; ancl providing for State aid in the maintenance there· 
of. and fol" the payment of tuition by certain school districts, 

. and 1·ei111bursement thereof by the State," by making changes 
in the manner of disbursemeut of State and Federal funil~ for 
the furtherm1ce of rncntion:il ('[]11c:ition. 

Section l. Be it enacted, &c., 'l'hat section one of 
an act, approved the first day of May, one thousand 
nine hnndred and thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, one lluu­
dred and thirty-eight), entitled ''An act defining voca­
tional education; prnviding for the cstahlishnw11t nnd 
regulation of vocational schools; and providing for 
State aid in the maintenance thereof; and for the pa.r­
ment of tuition by certain school districts, and reim­
bursement thereof by the State," be hereby amenc1L·d to 
read as follows: 

Section 1. That the folfowing words and phrases as 
used in this act shall. unless a different meaning is 
plainly required by the context, have the following 
meaning: 

["Vocational education" shall mean any education, 
the controlling pm;pose of which is to fit for profitable 
employment.] . 

"Vocational educntion" shall mean any form of edu­
cation of less than college grcide, given in school or 
elsewhere, the pwrpose of which is to fit an individual 
to pursue effectively a t·ccognized vrnfita blr e11171loy­
ment, whether pursued for wages or otherwise. 

["Industrial education" shall mean that form of rnca­
tional education which fits for the trades, crafts, and 
manufacturing pursuits, including occupations of girls 
and women, carried on in workshops. J 

"Vocational industrial educatfon" shall mean those 
forms of vocational education that fit for industrial 
pursuits. It includes occupational training for icomen 
and girls other than training for the vocation of home­
making. 

"Vocational agricultural education" shall mean that 
form of vocational education which fits for the occupa­
tions connected with the . tillage of the soil, the care 
of domestic animals, forestry, and other wage-earning 
or productive work on the farm. 

"Vocational commercial education" includes those 
forms of vocational education the direct purpose of 
each of which is to fit for 80me recognized commercia.l 
calling. 
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["Household arts education" shall mean that form of 
vocational education which fits fol! occupatio1rn con­
nected with the household.] 

((Vocational home economics ediication'' shall mean 
that .form o.f vocationa,l education which has for ~ts 
controlling purpose the preparation <)f girls and women 
for useful employment as house dau,ghters and home­
maker,~ engaged in the occupations and the manage­
ment of the home. 

"Vocational industrial, vocatioiw7 agricultural, or 
[household arts] vocational home cdonomics school or 
department," or "vocational school or department," 
shall mean a disth1ctive organizati11>n of courses, pu­
pils, and teachers approved by the State [Board] 
Goimcil of Education, designed to give either voca­
tional fodustrial, vocational agricultural, or [house­
hold arts] vocational home economics education, as 
herein defined. 

avoccitional evening class" [in an industrial agricul­
tural school or department] shall mean a class giving 
such training as can be taken by persons already em­
ployed during the working-day, and which [in order 
to be called vocational] must in it!\\ instruction deal 
with the subject-matter of, and be SI\> carried on as to 
relate to, the day employment. 

"Voccttional evening class" in [a, household artsl 
vocational home economics [school or department] 
shall mean a class giving trai-_ing in home-making to 
girls or women, over fourteen years of age, however 
they may be emp1o:ver1 or engaged during the day. 

["Part-time or continuation class;" in an approvf'd 
agricultural or household arfo schoDl or department, 
shall mran a vocational class for persons giving a part 
of their working-time to profitruble employment. and 
receiving in the part-time school or department in­
struction complementary to the pr11ctica 1 work car­
ried on in such employment. 'l'o give "a part of their 
working-time" snch persons must give part of rach 
day, week. or longer µeriod to suqh part-time class 
during the period in which it is in se1>sion.] 

((General continuation school or qla,,~s,'' rt8 used in 
tl1is act, refers to that group of employed minor.~ be­
tween fourteen and sitctcen years of age 10710 arc re­
quired under the provisions of the <1hi1d Labor Act to 
attend school for eight hours each 1crr?lc. 

[Household arts] "Vocational home economfos 
school or department" shall mean a vocational school 
or devartment designed to develop, on a vocational 
hasis, the capacity for [household wprk, such as cook­
ing. household service, and other occupations in the 
household] useful employment as house daugkters <MUl 
home-makers in the occitpations andi the management 
of the home. 

"Vocational home 
economics educa· 
tion.'' 

School or depart­
ffi{!nt. 

"Vocati<mal even­
ing class.'' 

''Vocational even­
ing class" in voca­
tional home eco· 
nomics. · 

•'General con­
tinua tton school 
or class .. ' 1 

• 'VocatiQnal bQill9 
economics school 
or department. 0 
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"Part~time CO· 
operative voca­
ti011al education.'' 

"l'rnctirnl. '' 

SPl'tion 2 amcml­
(',1. 

Rtate Council of 
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n~;.;tigatc and to 
ai(l. 

Annual report. 

Executive officer 
for administt-ation 
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Section a amended. 

Classes. 

.Age limit. 
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"Part-time co-operative vocational education" refers 
to that form of voca,tional instruction that involves al­
terncite cittendc1111ce iipon school and icork at the voca-­
tion, given in accordance with nn agreement by which 
the school and industry co-operate and co-ordinate in 
making available the combined educational and train­
in,q facilities of both. 

uPrcicticaL" The term "vnrnticcil;'' lls used in the act 
to which this is an amendment, refers to the man·ipii,­
lritive or "prctetfoe-of-the-trade" a8pect8 of a vocatfon, 
Tt includes 811c/1 tcork given in sltops, laboratorie8, 
mi11cs, draftinq room.8. and other 7Jlaccs. and is 11sed to 
distinguish such work froni ((acaclernic" or ((non-voca­
tional" education, 

Rection 2, 'l'hnt sPction two of said net be hereby 
amenckd to 1·pnd as follows: 

Section 2. 'rhe State [Board] Com1cil of Education 
is hereby anth-orizr<l and diretted to investigate and 
to aid in the introduction of vocational industrial, vo­
cational ap;ricultnral and [household arts] vocational 
home cnonomics ednraHon; to assist in the estahlish­
nwnt of schools and departments for the aforesaid 
fornrn of ednration, and to inspect and apprm·e Ruch 
schooh; 01· <lepartments, ns nre hPreinafter provided. 
'rhe State [Board] Council of Education shall make 
a report annually to the Governor and Lq~h;latnre 
describing the condition and progre 'S of roeational 
industrinl. rncatio11ffl ngricultural, and [household 
arts] vocntional home economic8 education during the 
year, and [rnaking] sha-ll al8o iiwkc snrh recommenda­
tiom1 ns the [Board] Council ma~' dePm advisable. 

The Rtate RnperintendPnt of Public Instruction shall 
IH> the exerntfre officer of the State [Boar<l] Counc;l 
of Edncation for the administration of tliis act. He 
shall appoint, from time to time, With fop n pprnvnl uf 
the State rRoardJ Go1tncil of Edec:ition. such expert 
assistants, other than tho"e alr<':l dy prodcled for by 
law, as ma~, he 1wresRary in voca,Uonal industrial, 
[household arts. l vocatio11(1,l home ccouonlic8, [or] 
vocational agri<.:nltural, or vocationnl co1n111crc ·nr edu­
cation, and all clericnl and other agrllts necessary in 
carrying out t!J(~ provil"iom; nf thi8 act. 

Rection 3. Tliat Reetion thrpe of said act be hereby 
amend<><l to r<':Hl as follows: 

Rection :1. l 11 m·d<'J' that iri:;truetion in thC' prin­
eiples :ind the praeticP of arts may go on together, 
vocational fod1rntri:1L rorotional agricnltural, an<l 
fhous<>l10ld artsl ror·atio110/ ltomc 1'co11omic.~ schools or 
c1Ppar1.ment11 mnY O'ffC'r inslT1•etio11 i11 day, part-tinw, 
and evening classPs. AHend:uiee upon such <In~'· PYe11-
ing, or p:irt-tinw clnsses shall be rcstr;ekd to tho:-;e 
on'r fuurtP<'ll years of age. 
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Section 4. 'l'hat section four of t1aid act be hereby 
amended to rNld as follows: 

Section 4. Any school district lnay, through its 
board of school directors, establish rund maintain voca­
tional intlustrial, vocational agricultural, (household 
arts] vocational home economics, and vocationcil com-
1ncrcial schools or departments. 

Section 5 .. That section five of said act he hereby 
amended to read as follows:. 

Section 5. Two or more districts, may, as provided 
in article eighteen, sections one thousand eight hundred 
and one> to one thousand eight hundred and eight, in­
clusive, of the school laws of Pennsylvania of one thou­
sand nine hundred eleven, entitled "An act to establish 
a public school system in the Commonwealth of Penn­
sylvania, together with the provisions 'by which it shall 
he ad.ministered, and prescribing 1Penalties for the 
violation thereof; providing revenue to establish and 
maintain the same, and the method of collecting such 
revenue; and repealing all laws, gieneral, special or 
local, or any parts thereof, that are or may be incon­
sistent therewith," through a joint school committee~ 
establish and maintain vocational industrial, vocation­
al agricultural, [or household arts J vocational home 
economics, or vocational co1nmercifll schools or depart­
ments, to be known as joint vocational schools or de­
partments. 

Section G. That section six of said act be hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 6. Local school boards and joint school 
committees administering approved vocational indus­
trial, vocational agricu1tural, [or hou.sehold arts] voca­
tionc:l home economics, or vocational commercial 
t:ichools or departments, may, under a plan to be ap­
proved 1by the State [Board] Council of Education, 
appoint an advisory committee com1Posed of members 
representing local trades, industries~ and occupations. 
Tt shall be the duty of such a committee to counsel 
with and advise the local or joint !board of trustees, 
and other school officials, having th¢ management and 
supervision of such schools. 

Section 7. That section seven of said act be hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 7. Any resident of any school district in 
Pennsylvania which does not main:tain an approved 
vocational industrial, ,,;ocational agricultural, [or 
household arts] vocational home eqonomics, or voca­
tional commercial education school pr department, of­
fering the type of training which he :desires, may make 
application to the school board of any other district 
for admission to such school or department maintained 
by said board. In case said board refuses him admis­
sion, he may apply to the State [:Soard] Council of 
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Any school district 
may e~tablish snch 
schools or depart­
ments. 
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Section 6 amended. 
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pils. 
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Education for admission to such school or department. 
The Sfate [Board] Council of Education-decision of 
which shall be final-may approve or disapprove such 
application. In making such decision the State 
[Board] Council of Education shall take into con­
sideration the opportunities for free vocational train­
ing in the community in which the applicant resides, 
the financial status of the community, the age, sex, 
preparation, aptitude, and previous record of the ap­
plicant, and all other relevant circumstances. 

The school district in which the person resides, who 
has been admitted, as above provided, to an approved 
vocational industrial, vocational agricultural, [or 
household arts] vocational home economics, or voca­
tional commercial school or department maintained by 
another school district, shall pay a tuition fee, to be 
determined after the same manner provided for the 
high schools in article seventeen, section one thousand 
seven hundred and eleven, of the school laws of Penn­
sylvania, for one thousand nine hundred and eleven, 
entitled "An act to establish a public school system 
in the Co~monwealth of Pennsylvania, together with 
the provisions by which it shall be administered, and 
prescribing penalties for the violation thereof, provid­
ing revenue to establish and maintain the same, and the 
method of collecting such revenue; and repealing all 
laws, general, special or local, or any parts thereof, 
that are or may be inconsistent therewith," [and the 
Commonwealth shall reimburse such school districts, 
as provided for in this act]. If any school district neg­
lects or refuses to pay for such tuition it shall be liable 
therefor, in an action of contract, to the school district 
or school districts maintaining the school which the 
pupil, with the approval of the board, attended. 

Section S. That section eight of said act be hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Section S. Vocational indusitrial, vocational agricul­
tural, and [household arts] vocational home economics 
schools or departments shall, so long as they are ap­
proved by the State [Board] Council of Education as 
to organization, control, location, equipment, courses 
of stu<lJ', qualifications of teachers, methods of instruc­
tion, conditions of admission, employment of pupils, 
and expenditures of money, constitute approved local 
or joint vocational schools. School districts maintain­
ing such approved local or joint vocational schools or 
departments shall receive reimbursement, as hereinafter 
provided. 

Section 9. That section nine of said act be hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 9. The Commonwealth, in order to aid in 
the maintenance of the approved local or joint vocct­
twnal industrial [household arts], vocational home eco-
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nomi-cs, and V(>C<Jitlionai agricultural school.a or depart­
ments, shall, as provided in this act, pay annually from 
the treasury to school districts and unions of school 
districts, maintaining such schools or departments, by 
order on the State Treasurer, signed by the Superin­
tendent of Public Instruction, from funds appropriated 
by the Legislature for that purpose or otherwise tW'ail­
able, and in addition to the MnOUr1Jts paid to su<Jh 
school districts under t1ie provision.~ of section one thou,. 
sand two hundred and ten of an act, approved the eigh­
teenth day of Miay, one thousand nitie hundred and! 
eleven, (Pamphlet Laws, tlvree hundted wnd nine), en­
titled ((An act to establi8h a public school system in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, togetner with the pro­
visions by which it shall be cidrninisie1'ed, and prescrib­
ing pena,zties for the violcition thereof, providing rev­
enue to establish and wainfoin tha 8Ctme, and the 
method of collecting such revenue; and repealing all 
laws, general, special or loc:;l, or awy parts thereof, 
that arc or may be inconsistent thcretV'ith," as am.end­
ed, [au amount equal to two-thirds the sum which has 
been expended during the previous school year by such 
a school district, or districts, for insttuction in practi­
cal subjects and in such relatetl technical and academic 
subjects as may be neces..i,ary to complete well-rounded 
courses of training] amounts computed in accordance 
with the fallowing schcd;ules: 

Districts of the first class. The Corn,monwealth shall 
reimburse, as hereinafter provided, districts of the first 
class to the extent of twenty-five per &entum (25%) of 
the sum expended for salaries dt1,ring the previous 
school year by such district or 1tnionfl of districts for 
approved instruction in practical and ·related tech<nical 
subject.~ in day vocational schools or ltepartments, and 
for approved instruotion in practical, related techm.ical, 
and acadenvic subjects in part-time co-operative schools 
or departments. 

Districts of the second, thinL, and fourth classes. 
The Commonwealth 8haU reimburse, a11 hereinafter pro­
vided, districts of the second, third, atid fourth classes 
which have a true val11.atfon per teacner of a.ssessable 
property exceeding two hundred ffkousand dollars 
($200,000) to the extent of forty per centum (40%) of 
the sum expended for salaries during the pre·vious 
school year by such" disfrict or union,s of districfa for 
approved instructi01i vn practical and related techni­
cal subjects in day vocational schools or depa-rtments, 
and f o,· approved instruction in practical, related techr 
nical, and academic subjects in part-time co-operative 
schools or departments; and that the (1.mount paid to a 
school district in wny of the foregoiri,g classes which 
has a true valuation per teacher of m@re than one h!un­
dred thousand dolla-rs ($100,000) anr! not more thwn 
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two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) shall be for­
ty-five per ccntUJn (45%) of the s11m c:1:11cnded for sala­
ries during the vrevions school year by such district 
or unions of districts for (tpproi:ed instruction, practi­
cal and related technical .rnlJjccts in day voca.tfonal 
schools or deziartments and for apvrovcd instruction 
in practiccil, related techniccil, and academic subjects 
·in vart-time co-operative schools m· dcaJ1artmcnts; and 
that tlw mnount ziaid to a district in any of the fore­
goin,q classes ichich has a true valuation per teacher of 
asscssnble p1·opcrty more fh(tn fifty thousnnd dollars 
($50,000) (tnd not more than one hmidred thousand 
dollars ($100,000) shall be fifty per centum (50%) of 
the s111n e.xpendcd for salaries dttring the previous 

. Nchool vca1· by su:ch district or u11ions of districts for 
approre<l instruction in practical and related technical 
sul1jects in rla,y rocatioual schools or dc11arhnc11ts and 
for a71proved i.ustructio11 in practical, related technical, 
and academic; subjects in vnrt-tiine co-o,7Jemti1;,c sclwols 
or dcpal'tmcnts; mHl the amount paid to a school dis­
h"ct in any of the foregoing classes which has a trne 
vnlnntion per tecicha of assessable property of fifty 
tlwusand dollars ($50,000) or less shull receive fifty­
fire per centurn (55%) of the snm expended for salu: 
ries during the previous school year by such 1-istrict 
or unions of districts for approved instruction in prac­
ticaJ and rela.ted technical sub.iects in day vocational 
schools or departments nnd for cpproved instruction 
in practical, related teclinical, and, aca,dernic subjects 
in part-time co-operative gchools or departments: Pro­
vided.. That districts of the fourth class shdl be reim­
b1ffsed to the extent of tiventy per centurn (20%) of 
the sum expended for salaries diirin.fJ the preuiou.~ 
school year by such district or unfons of districfa for 
npproved instruction 'in a,cadem,ic wb,iects in approved 
rurctl community vocational schools: Provided fur­
ther, That no district sha.ll receive a. reimbursement 
of more than eightv per ccnturn (80%) of any one 
tea,chers salary frorn either Federal or State funds or 
frorn both. 

The Cornmonuealth, in order to aid in the mahite­
nance of agivroved local or joi'l'l,t evening vocatfonal in­
dustrial, voca,tiona,l home economics, and vocatfonal 
a.r7ricllltural schools or departments or part-time voca­
tion' l eourses shall pay, as provided in this act aR 
amended, annually from the treasury to school districts 
and unfon8 of school districts maintaining such even­
ing schools or devartments in the several classes of 
fli.<1tricts, an (1,mount equal to two-thirds the sum whfoh 
was expended for sala,ries of p(l)rt-tirne and evenin,q 
.,chool teuchers and supervisors dur,ing the prcrious 
school year by such a school district or unions of dis­
tricts for npproved instruction in pra,ctical and rela,ted 
teclinical subjects. 
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Whenever two or more fourth class (lis·tricts unite 
uy joint ngreement, approved by the lJeva,rtrnent of 
P11,blic Instruct,ion, for the pur1wse of pr0viding and 
maintaining npproved vocational instruction as a ]Htl'i 
of the M:hool program, the Com;11u111ccalth shall as pro­
vided in this act pay <rnnua.'ly from, the treasury to 
such unions of school d·istrfots I he sum fif fii;e himdred 
(lollnrs ($500) so long as such joint ct9recment 'is in 
cf]ect. . · 

The Commonwealth, in order to nid in the mainte­
nance of npprovcd. local or joint compulsory general 
continuation schools for minors fourteen to sfa:teen 
yea.rs of nge, shall vny, as vrouide(l in tlds act, annucillJJ 
from the treasury to school districts and unions of 
school districts maintctining such schools t1centy per 
centwn (20%) of the sum expended for salaries during 
the pre'Gious school year by the distriot or unions of 
school districts for approved instruction required by 
law: Provided further, That the Commonwealth shall 
reimburse districts or unions of districts to the extent 
of forty per centitm ( 40%) of the sum eir:pended during 
the previous school year for sr1laries p'aid teachers of 
general cont-inuation schools who were empi.oyed on a 
part-time basis. [Provided, No one school district shall 
receive more than five thousand dollars in any one 
school year. 

School districts that have paid claims for tuition in 
approved local or joint vocational schools or depart­
ments shall be reimbursed by the Commonwealth, as 
provided in this act, to the extent of one-half the sum 
expended by such school districts in payment of such 
claims.] 

Section 10. That section ten of said art be hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 10. On or before the first ·wednes(1:w of 
,Jan nary of any year in which the r·egular sessio~ of 
the Legislature is held, the State [Bonrd] Council of 
Education shall present to the Legis1atnre ·an estimate' 
of the amount of monev neces,;nn to meet thr <'X­
penditures to be incurred in the ach~i11istration of this 
act for the two school years beginning with tlie first 
day of the ensuing July; and of the atnount necessary 
to meet the claims of school districts and unions of 
school districts maintaining appr¢rved vocational 
schools or departments, under the provisions of this 
act, for the two school years beginning with the first 
day of the ensuing July. On the liasia of such a state­
ment, the I.egislature Rlrnll mnke an nppropriation of 
such amounts as may be necessary to meet the expense 
of carrying this act into effect, and of reimbursing 
such school districts and unions of school districts for 
such school ~'rm·s, a.s herein pr0vidP(1, , · 
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Section 11. That section eleven of said act be here­
by amended to read as follows: 

Statement ot 
penditures. 

ex- Section 11. On or before the tenth day of July of 
each year the school authorities of each district shall 
present to the State Superintendent of Public Instruc­
tion a statement of the amount expended during the 
school year, previous to such first day of July, for in­
struction in approved local or joint vocational indus­
trial, [household arts] vooatfonal home economics, con­
tinuation schools, or vocational agricultural schools or 
departments, as herein provided. On the basis of such 
a statement, the State Superintendent of Public In­
struction shall, by requisition upon the State Treas­
urer, pay such school districts and joint school dis­
tricts such reimbursement for the previous school year 
as is provided for in this act. 

Section 12 re­
pealed, 

Public schools. 

Section 623 ot act 
of May 18, 1911 
(P. L. 309), 
amended 

Doors shall open 
outward on all 
buHdings now 
used. 

Section 12. That section twelve of said act be ht-re­
by repealed. 

APPROVED-The lst day of May, A. D. 1925. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 251. 

AN ACT 

To amend sections six hundred and twenty-three, and sh: hundred 
and twenty-four of an a<'.t, approved the eighteenth day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred and eleven (Pamphlet Laws, three 
hundred and nine), entitled "An act to establish a public school 
system in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, together with 
the provisions by which it shall be administered, and prescrib­
ing penalties for the violation thereof: providing revenue to 
establish and maintain the same, and the method of collecting 
such revenue; and repealing all laws. general. special or local, 
or any parts thereof, that are or may be inconsistent there­
with," by making further provisions against fire hazard in 
school buildings. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section six hun­
dred and twenty-three of an act, approved the eigh­
teenth day of May, one thousand nine lnrndred and 
eleven (Pamphlet Laws, three hundred and nine), en­
titled "An act to establish a public school system in 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, together with the 
provisions by wl1ich it shall be administered, and pre­
scribing penalties for the violation thereof; provWing 
rer<>nue to esta'blish and maintain the same, and the 
method of collecting such revenue; and repealing all 
Jaws, general, sperial or local, or any parts thereof, 
that are or may be inconsistent therewith," he hereby 
amendrd to read as follows: 

Seetion 62:1. AH doors of entrance into any lmild­
ing [more than onr story high,] used for fa public 
school 1building] public school purposes in this Com-
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