
·VETOES OF 1925 

BILLS RETURNED TO THE LEGISLATURE BY THE GOVER­
NOR, WITH HIS OBJECTIONS THE·RETO, DURING ITS. 
REGULAR SESSION ENDING .APRIL 16, 1925. 

No.1 . 

.AN .ACT 
Mia.king an a;ppropriait!on to the Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruction of 

the Blind. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of one hundred and sixty­
three thousand three hundred and thirty dollars ($163,330) is hereby 
specifically appropriated to the Pennsylvania Institution for the In­
struction of the Blind, for the two fiscal years beginning June first, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five, toward the free education 
and maintenance of one hundred and sixty-five Pennsylvania pupils, 
payable in quarterly installments at the rate of four hundred and 
ninety-five dollars a y'ear for each. of such pupils enrolled for the 
quarter, as shown by the certificate of the principal of the institution. 

Commonwealth 'of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, .April 2, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the Senate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

I herewith return, without mj~ approval, Senate Bill No. 2, entitled 
''.An act making an appropriation to the. Pennsylvania Institution 
for the Instruction of the Blind.'' 

This bill makes an appropriation to the Pennsylvania Institution 
for the Instruction of the Blind, for the· purpose of the education of 
a. definite number of State pupils, at a maximum per capita rate. 

Since the introduction of this bill the General .Assembly has passed 
and I have appr.oved Senate Bill No. 311, which establishes a new 
method for the payment of the tuition and maintenance of State pupils 
in semi-State institutions for the blind and for the deaf. It provides 
that the local districts shall pay twenty-five per centum of the cost 
of the tuition and maintenance and that the remaining seventy-five 
per centum shall be paid out of the appropriation made to the·Depart­
ment of Public Instruction for special education. The per capita 
cost of tuition and maintenance is to be determined by the Depart­
ment of Public Instruction. 

In order to render workable this admirable) plan for the education 

(1) 
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of the State's deaf and blind children in semi-State institutions, it 
is necessary that an appropriation be made to the Department of 
Public Instruction sufficient to enable the State's share of the tui­
tion and maintenance of these pupils to be met. That appropriation 
was originally incorporated in the general appropriation bill, was 
stricken out by amendment, and has now been restored by amendment. 

The bill, which I am herewith returning, is inconsistent with the 
action of this Legislature in enacting Senate Bill No. 311, which will 
enable a larger number of pupils to be cared for than could p~ssibly 
be done under the method provided for in this bill. 

For these reasons the. bill is not approved. 

No. 2 . 

.AN ACT 

GIFFORD PINCHO'r. 

Mnking an aJ)propr!ation to the Western Pennsylvania School for tho Deaf. 

. Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of two hundred and :forty­
seven thousand and seventy-three dollars ($247,073), or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, is hereby specifically appropriated to 
the Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf for the two fiscal years 
beginning June first, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five, for 
the education and maintenance of two hundred and eighty State 
pupils at an annual rate not exceeding the sum of four hundred and 
forty dollars ($440) per pupil, or so much thereof as may be necessary. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Exeeutive Chamber, 

IIarrisburg, April 2, 1925. 

'fo the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
: of. Pennsylvania. 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I herewith return, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 358, entitled ''An act making an appropriation to the 
Wes.tern Pennsylvania School for the Deaf." 

· This bill makes an appropriation to the Western Pennsylvania School 
for the Deaf, for the purpose of the education of a definite · numhrr 
of State pupils, at a maximum per capita rate . 

.Since the introduction of this bill, the General Assembly has passed 
and I have approved Senate Bill No. 311, which establishes a new 
method for the payment of the tuition and maintenance of State pupils 
in semi-State institutions for the blind and .for the deaf. It provides 
that the local districts shall pay twenty-five per centum of the cost 
of the tuition and. maintena,nce and that the remaining seventy-five 
per centum shall be paid out of the appropriation made to the De­
partment of Public Instruction for special education. The per capita 
cost of tuition and maintenance is to be determined by the Depart­
ment of Public Instruction ... 

In order to render workable this admirable plan for the education 
of the State's deaf and blind children in semi-State institutions, it is 



n~.cessary that an appropriation be made t~ the Department o:f Public 
I'llstruction sufficient to enable the State's share o:f the tuition and 
maintenance o:f these pupils to be met. That appropriation was orig­
inally incorporated in the general appropriation bill, was stricken out 
by amendment, and has now been restored py amendment. 

The bill which I am herewith returning is inconsistent with the 
action o:f this Legislature in enacting Senate Bill No. 311, which will 
e'.habie a larger number o:f pupils to be ca~ed for than c1:mld possibly 
be done under the method provided for in this bill. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 3. 

AN ACT 
Maldng an aP'J)'l'O'Priaition to the Wlestern Pennislylvianla. Sch<>ol for .the Blind, located 

!!Lt Pittsburg"h, Pennsylvania. . 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum .of one hundred :forty-one 
thousand one hundred and seventeen dollars ($141,117), or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, is hereby specifically appropriated to 
the Western Pennsylvania School :for the Blind, ~or the two fiscal 
years beginning June first, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five, 
toward the education and maintenance o:f one hundred and thirty­
five State pupils resident in the State, at a·n annual rate not exceeding 
five hundred and twenty-five dollars ($525) per pupil, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary: Provided, That i:f any money appro­
priated for the maintenance o:f pupils shall remain in the treasury 
on account o:f a decrease in the cost per capita through good manage­
ment, the same may be drawn for maintenance o:f an extra number o:f 
pupils whose maintenance would amount to the · said balance, not 
exceeding the per capita allowed in the act. 

Co~monwealth o:f Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 2, 1925. 

~ro the Honorable, the House o:f Representatives o:f the Commonwealth 
o:f Pennsylvania. · 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I herewith return, with~ut my approval, 
House Bill No. 1020, entitle¢! "An act JXl.aking an appropriation to 
the Western Pennsylvania School for the Blind located at Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania." · 

This bill makes an appropriation to the Western Pennsylvania School 
at Pittsburgh for the purpose o:f the education o:f a definite number 
o:f State pupils at a maximum per capita rate. 

Since the introduction o:f this bill, the General Assembly has passecl 
and I have approved Senate Bill No. 311, which establishes a new 
method for the payment o:f the tuition and· maintenance o:f State 
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pupils in semi-State institutions for the blind and for the deaf. It 
provides that the local districts shall pay twenty-five per centum of the 
cost of the tuition and maintenance, and that the remaining seventy­
:five per centum shall be paid out of the appropriatiO'll made to the 
Department of Public Instruction for special education. The per 
capita cost o~ tuition and maintenance is to be determined by the 
Department of Public Instruction. . 

In order to render workable this admirable plan for the education 
of the State's deaf and blind children in ,semi-State institutions, it 
is necessary that an appropriation .be made to the Department of 
Public Instruction sufficient to enable the State's share of the tuition 
·and '.!naintenance ·of these pupils to be met. That appropriation was 
originally incorporated in the general appropriation bill, was stricken 
out by amendme'nt, and has now hee.n restored by amendment. 

The bill which I am herewith returning is inconsistent with the 
action of this Legislature in enacting Senate Bill No. 311, which will 
enable a larger number of pupils to be cared for than could possibly 
be done under the method provided for in this bill. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved; , 

GIFFORD PINCIIOT. 

No. 4. 

AN ACT 

Making an appropriation to the Pennsylvania. Institution for the De11f ana Dumb, 
Mount Airy, Ph!ladelphia. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of four hundred thirty­
four thousand four hundred and eighty dollars ($434,480), or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, is hereby specifically appropriated to the 
Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf a'nd Dumb, located· at Mount 
Airy, Philadelphia, for the two :fiscal years beginning June :first, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-five, for the education and main• 
tenance of not more than five hunclrecl and five 'cleaf children, resi­
dents of the State, at an annual rate not exceeding four hundred and 
thirty dollars ($430) per capita; and that the further sum of six 
thousand dollars ($6,000) is hereby specifically appropriated to said 
instituti.on for the education and maintenance of three pupils who 
are deaf, dumb, and blind, for the two fiscal years beginni'ng June :first, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five; the evidence of the cost 
per capita to be furnished to the Auditor General before the quar­
terly settlements: Provided, ,however, That nq part of this appro­
priation shall become available until the managers of this institution 
shall have filed with the Department of Public Welfare and the Auditor 
General a declaration that hereafter all pupils received in this insti­
tution. shall be taught exclusively by the oral method unless physically 
incapable ·Of being taught by such. method. 
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April .2, 1925, 

'ro the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. . 

Ladies and Genelemen :-I herewith return, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 1023, entitled ''An act making an appropriation to 
the Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, Mt. Airy, Phila­
delphia." 

This bill makes an appropriation to the Pennsylvania Institution 
for the Deaf and Dumb, Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, for the purpose of the 
education of a definite number of State pupils at a maximum per 
capita rate. . · 

Since the introduction of this bill the General Assembly has passed, 
and I have approved Senate Bill No. 311, which establishes a new 
method for the payment of the tuition and maintenance of State 
pupils in semi-State institutions for the blind and for the deaf. It 
provides that the local districts shall pay twenty-five per Gentum of 
the cost of the tuition and maintenance, and that the remaining seventy­
five per centum shall be paid out ·Of the appropriation made to the 
Department of Public InstrtictiO'n for special education. The per capita 
cost of tuition and :maintenance is to be determined by the Department 
of Public Instruction. . 

In order· to render workable this admirable plan for the education 
of the State's deaf and Mind children in semi-State institutions it is 
necessary that an appropriation be made to the Department of Public 
Instruction sufficient to enable the State's share of the tuition· and 
maintenance of these pupils to lie met. That appropriation was orig­
inally incorporated in the general appropriation bill, was stricken 
out by amendment, and has now been restored by amendment. 

The bill, which I am herewith returning, is inconsistent with the 
action of this Legislature in enacting Senate Bill No. 311, which will 
enable a larger number of pupils to be cared for than could possibly 
be done under the method provided for· in this bill. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 5. 

AN ACT 
To amend clause five of section three of the act, rupproved the thirteenth day of 

May, one thousand nine hundred .and nine (Pamphlet Laws, five hundred and 
twenty), e:ntitled "An Aot relating to food\: detlni.ng food; iproviding for the 
•protection of the public ihea>lth, and .the prevention of fraud a.nd deception, by 
prohibiting the manufacture.• or sale, the offering for sale or exposing for sale, 
or the haV'lng In ,possess•lon with lnitent to sell, of adulterated, misbranded, or 
deleterious foods ; ;pore.scribing certain duties of the Dairy and Food Commissioner 
in refere.'!1ce rthereto ; and 'll~'Ovlcldng .penalties foor the vlolaton thereof," as amendecl. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That clause five of section three of 
the act, approved the thirteenth day of May, one thousand nine hun­
dred and nine (Pamphlet Laws, five hundred and twenty), entitled 
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''..An act relating to food : defining food; providing for the pr~tection 
of the public liealth, and the prevention of fraud and deception, by 
prohibiting· the manufacture or sale, the offering for sale or expos­
ing fqr sale, or the having in possession with i:r;i.t~~t to sell,. of ad~l­
terated misbranded, or deleterious foods; prescr1bmg certam duties 
of the 'Dairy and Food Commissioner in reference thereto; and pro­
viding penalties for the violation thereof,'' as amended by the act, 
aI?proved the twenty-sixth day of April, one thousand nine hundred 
twenty-three (Pamphlet Laws, eighty-eight), entitled :"An a:ct to 
amend c~ause five of section three of an act, entitled 'An act relating 

. to food: defining food; providing for the protection of the public 
health and the prevention of fraud and deception, by prohibiting the 
manufacture or sale, the offering for sale or exposing for sale, or the 
having in pQs.session with intent to sell, of adulterated, misbranded, or 
deleterfous foods; prescribing certain duties of the Dairy and Food 
Commissioner in reference thereto; and providing penalties for the 
violation thereof,' approved the thirteenth day of May, .Anno Domini 
one thousand nine hundred and nine (Pamphlet Laws, five hundred 
and twenty),'' is hereby further amended to read as follows: 

Fifth. If it contains any added sulphurous acid, sulphur dioxide, 
or sulphites, benzoate acid or benzoates, except as hereafte.r provided; 
or if it contains ans" added boric acid or borates, salicylic acid or salicyl­
ates, formaldehyde, hydrofluoric acid or fluorides, fluoborates, fluo­
silicates, or other fluorine compounds, dulcin, glucin, saccharin, alum, 
compounds of copper, betanapthol, hydronapthol, abrastol, asaprol, 
pyroligneous acid, or other added ingredients deleterious to health; 
or if, in the case of confectionery, it contains any of the substances 
mentioned in this paragraph, or any mineral substances, or injurious 
color or flavor, alcoholic liquor, or any other ingredient, not herein 
mentioned, deleterious to health: Providing, That this act shall not 

. be . construed tO prohibit the use of hal;'mless colors of any kind 
in confectionery, when used for coloring, and not for any fraudulent 
purpose: And provided further, That nothing in this act shall be con­
strued to prohibit the use of common salt, sugar, pure corn syrup, 
pure glucose, wine vinegar, cider vinegar, malt vinegar, sugar vinegar, 
glucose vinegar, distilled vinegar, spices or their essential oils, alcohol 
(except in confectionery), edible oils, edible fats, wood smoke appliecl 
directly as generated, or proper refrigeration: And provided further, 
That in the manufacture of confectionery the use of aleohol shall be 
permitted as it may' be found in customary alcoholic tinctures or ex­
tracts used for flavoring purposes only, and as a solvent for glazes, and 
that oil of sweet birch, or methyl-salicylic ester, may be' used as a sub­
stitute for oil of wintergreen as a flavor: And provided further, That in 
the preparation of dried fruits and molasses, sulphur dioxide, either free 
or in simple combination, may be used in such quantities as will not 
render said dried fruits or molasses deleterious to health; and that 
sodium benzoates may be used in the preparation of those articles of 
food in which it has heretofore been generally used, in quantities not 
exceeding one-tenth (1-10) of one per centum, or benzoie acid equiva­
lent thereto. [And provided further, 'rhat when any quantity of 
sodium benzoate is used in any article of food, or any quantity of 
sulphur dioxide is used in the preparation of dried fruits or molasses 
the fact that sodium benzoates or sulphur dioxide has been used i~ 
the preparation thereof shall be plaiµly stated on each package of 
such food.] 
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 3, 1925 

To the Honorable, the Senate of the CommO'llwealth of Pennsylvania. 

I am herewith returning, without my approval, Senate Bill No. 96, 
entitled ''An act to amend clause five of section thre\l of the act., 
approved the thirteenth day of May, one thousand nine hundrM and 
nine (Pamphlet Laws, five hundred and twenty),· entitled, ''An act re­
lating to food, defining food, providing for the protection of the public 
health and the prevention .of fraud and deception by prohibiting the 
manufacture or sale, the offering for sale, or exposing for sale, or the 
having in possession with intent to sell of adulterated, misbranded or 
deleterious foods; presc.ribing certain duties of the Dairy and Food 
Commissioner in reference thereto, and providing penalties for the 
violation thereof,' as amended.'' . 

This bill would amend clause five of section three of the act of 
May 13, 1909 (P. L. 520), by strildng out the provisions that when 
any quantity of sodium benzoate is used in any article of food, or any' 
quantity of sulphur dioxide is used in the preparation of dried fruits 
or molasses, the fact that sodium benzoate or sulphur dioxide has been 
used in the preparation thereof shall be plainly stated on each 
package of such food. I am informed that this amendment of .the law 
was proposed because it is not practicable to state on packages of 
dried fruits sold from bulk that sulphur dioxide has been used in 
their preparation. 

Since the introduction into the General Assembly of the present .bill 
the Department of Agriculture has amended its rules and regulations 
in such a way as to accomplish the purpose which the framers of the 
present bill had in mind. Accordingly the necessity for this legis-· 
lation has disappeared. 

It is very much more desirable that matters of this character should 
be regulated by rule or regulation, which may be modified from time 
to time as circumstances require, tha}.l that the food laws themselves 
be amended. 

For these reasons I return the bill without my approval. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 6. 

AN ACT 
Authorlzl111g cttloo of the first class to enter into conrt:.racls or .agreem1;mts for the 

establishment, maintenance, or e1ontlnuance of maritime service between said 
·Cities and other' porits, by otllerll ; providing among other things for the payment 
or guarantee of Josses or deficiencies lnC'urred therein. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That cities of the :first class are 
hereby authorized to enter into contracts or agreements with steamship 
companies or others for the establishment, maintenance, carrying on, 
or continuance by said other pal·ties, of marine passenger, or freight 
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and cargo service, or a combination thereof ; and to lease and acquire 
wharves. docks, and lands for such purposes; and to aid in the de­
velopme~t of wharves, docks, and lands on such terms and conditions 
as may be deemed desirable by the Council of said cities; and may 
provide among .other things, as a term of such contracts or agreements, 
for the 'payment or guarantee, for fixed periods, of losses or deficien­
cies that may be incurred or met by the other parties to saiQ. con­
tracts or agreements in the carrying on of such service, together with 
such other terms and .conditions as may be agreed upon. 

Section 2. All executive functions, duties, and powers under this 
act, or arising therefrom, shall be exercised by the Department of 
Wharves; Docks, and Ferries of such cities. 

Section 3. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith be and 
Hie same are hereby repealed. 

Commonwealth 'of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

I-Iarrisburg, April 3, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the Senate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

I return herewith, without my approval, Senate Bill No. 446, en­
titled ''An act authoriZing cities of the first class to enter into con­
tracts or agreements for the establishment, mpfotenance or continu· 
ance .of maritime service between said cities and other ports by others, 
providing among other things for the payment or guarantee of losses 
or deficiencies incurred therein.' ' 

This bill authorizes cities of the first class to enter into contracts 
with steamship companies and others for the maintenance of maritime 
service to and fro:m its ports, and to guarantee, for fixed periods, the 
parties so contracted with against losses incurred by them in the 
maintenance of such service ; also to lease and acquire wharves, clocks 
and land, and to aid in the development thereof. 

The con~ensus of public opinion in this State is against any 
bTanch of the government entedng into private. business, directly or 
indirectly, or lending its credit to any person or corporation. The 
people should not be taxed to support any private business. 

Article IX, Section 7, of the Constitution, provides: 

"The General Assembly shall not authorize any county, city, 
borough, township or incorporated district * * * to obtain or ap-. 
propriate money for, or to loan its credit to any corporation, 
association, institution or individual.'' 

This bill fs in violation of this section of the Constitution i'n that 
it authorizes the city to loan its credit to a corporation, and also in that 
it authorizes the city to obtain and appropriate money for a corporation. 

The Supreme Court has held th'at this provision of the Constitution 
forbade the union of public and private capital or credit in any enter­
prise whatever; that it prohibited municipal bodies from participat­
ing in any project originated by others, with a ·view to gain, in such 
manner as to incur pecuniary expense or liability ; ancl that it was 
int.ended to confin~ the municipal expenclitur;;:s not only to public 
obJects, but to public officers or agents under their di::ect :responsibility 
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to the municipality. (Wilkes-Barre Hospital vs. County of Luzerne, 
84 Pa. 55, 59.) 

The subsidizing of steamship companies, as provided in this bill, 
is in conflict with the Constitution. I veto the bill with regret, hecause 
other parts of it have real merit. 

For this reason. the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHO'r. 

No. 7. 

AN ACT 

To amend section one of the act, approved the fifteenth .day -of March, one thousand 
nine hundred and eleven (Pamphlet Laws, twenty), entitled "An act regulating 
in criminal trials the cross-examination of a defendant when testifying in his 
own bel1a.lf," by prohibiting the introduction as evidence of certain testimony or 
records." ~ 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section one of the act, approved 
the :fifteenth day of March, one thousand nine hundred and eleven 
(Pamphlet Laws, twenty), entitled "An act regulating i•n criminal 
trials the cross-examination of a defendant when testifying in his 
own behalf,'' is hereby amended to read ·as follows : 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That hereafter any persO'n charged 
with any crime, and called as a witness in his own behalf~ shall not 
be asked, for any purpose whatsoever, [and, if asked, shall not be re­
qttired to answer,] any question tending to show that he has com­
mitted, or been charged with, or been convicted of any offense other 
than the 'one wherewith he shall then be charged, or tending to show 
that he has been of bad character or reputation, except as to his repu­
tation for truth and veracity, nor shall the Commonwealth be permitted 
to affirmatively introduce into evidence any such testimony or any 
record, unless,- . 

One. He shall have at such trial, personally or by his advocate, 
asked questions of the witness for the prosecution with a view to 
establish his own good reputation or character, or has given evidence 
tending to prove his own good character or reputation; or, 

Two. He shall have testified at such trial against a co-defendant, 
charged with the same offense. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 4, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I return herewith, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 29, entitled "An act to am~nd section one of the act, 
approved the :fifteenth day of Marph, one thousand nine hundred and 
eleven (Pamphlet Laws, twenty), entitled 'An act regulating in crim­
inal trials the cross-examination of a defendant when testifying in 
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his own behalf,' by .prohibiting the intrqduction as evidence of cer­
tain testimony. or records.'' 

This bill is practically the 1sanie as House Bill No. 365 of the .Ses-· 
sion of 1923, which was not approved by me (Veto of the Governor, 
Session 1923, page nine). 

The act of Maren 15, 1911, prohibited the elicitation from a defend­
a'Il.t, who had offered himself as a witness in his own behalf, of any 
evidence tending to show that he has committed or been charged with, 
or been convicted of any offense other than the one wherewith he is 
then charged, .or that he has been of bad character or reputation, unless 
he has offered evidence of his ·good character either affirmatively or 
by cross-examination of the Commonwealth's witnesses or· has testi­
fied against a co-defendant. 

This act did not prohibit proof of sucll facts by the record of a 
former conviction when offered for the purpose of testing defendant's 
credibility as a witness. 
· This bill amends the act of 1911 by prohibiting the Commonwealth 
from affirmatively introducing into evidence any such testimony or any 

,.record, subject to the exception noted in the act. 
As stated in my former veto, I am unwilling to sign a measure 

which throws additional protection around those accused of crime 
beyond that already supplied by the act of 1911, quoting therein the 
statement of· Professor Wigmore with reference to the act of 1911, 
that · 

''This State. (Pennsyivania) has now permitted the following 
vicious piece of legislation to slip in and thus tenderly to make 
it easier for astute defenders of villains to juggle their clients 
·out of legal danger." Wigmore on Evidence, Vol. 4, Sec. 2276, 
Note page 917 . 

.In addition to the above objection I call your attention to the fol­
lowing effects of the provisio'Il. of this bill prohibiting the introduction 
by the Commonwealth of any evidence, by the testimony of .any wit­
ness -0r by any record, tending to show that the defendant had com­
mitted or had been convicted of an offense other tha'Il. the one where­
with he stands charged. 

It ·would prevent proof of a former conviction by the record thereof 
for the purpose of applying the acts that provide for increased sen­
tences in cases where the defendant has been theretofore canvicted of 
certain offenses. 

In case of the trial of a defendant charged with murder, where it 
is alleged that such crime was perpetrat1?d by means of poison, arson, 
rape, robbery or burglary, which under such circumstances is declared 
to be· murder of the first degree, it w-0uld prevent the i•ntroduction 
of testimony tending to show that the defendant had committed such 
arson,· rape, etc. 

In many criminal trials evidence of the commission ·of other offenses 
by the defendant is admissible where such evidence is relevant as 
part of the res gestae ; to prove identity of person or of crime; to prove 
guilty knowledge, intent, motive, system or malice; and to rebut special 
defenses. It would prevent the introduction of such testimony for these 
purposes. · 

For these reasons the bill .is not approved. 
GIFFORD PINCHOT. 
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No. 8. 

AN ACT 
I, 

To reimburse Josephine WTucina fqt over-payments to the State Treasurer .. 

WHEREAS, On the seventh day of September, one thousand nine hun­
dred and twenty-three, the Excelsior· Trust Company, guardian for 
the estate of. Josephine Wrucina, did pay to the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania the sum of one hundred and thirteen dollars and fourteen 
cents ($113.14) for maintenance and support of said Josephine Wrucina 
at the Philadelphia County Hospital, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, be­
ing payment thereof for fifty-six and one seventh (561/7) weeks at 
the rate of two dollars ($2.00) per week-to wit, from the fourth 
day of August, one thousand nine hundred and twenty'-two, to the first 
day of September, O'ne thousand nine hundred ~d twenty-three; and 

WHEREAS, The Excelsior Trust Company was discharged as gwli'dian · 
for said Josephine Wrucina as of C. P. Number five March Term, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one, number five thousand two 
hundred and thirty~four, on the nineteenth day of Augµst, on() thous­
~nd nine hundred and twenty-four,. and by order of said court her 
estate was to be returned to her ; . therefore, . 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That .the sum. of one hundred and 
thirteen dollars and fourte1m cents ($113.14) be and the same is 
hereby specifically appropriated for the repayment of the said Joseph­
ine Wrucina, and which said sum :was by her estate paid into the 
State treasury on the seventh day of September, one thousand .nine 
hundred and twenty-three, and was a payment for maintenance and 
support in excess of the actual mainten.ance and support received 
by her. ' 

Cmµmonwealth of Pen:µsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 4, 1925. 

•To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I return herewith, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 852, entitled "An act to. reimburse Josephine W rucina 
for over-payments to the State Treasurer.'' . . 

I feel strongly that the proper method of refunding money paid 
by mistake into. the State Treasury should be by provision of general 
laws covering the various classes .of such mistaken payments and 
surrounding the inquiry with the safeguard of action by State gov­
ernmental agencies, like the Board of Finance and Rev~nu~. The 
amount of such repayments made would then be restricted to the ap­
propriations for that purpose made by the· General Ass(lmbly from 
time to time. . 

Such general laws should'. also. have in all instances, except e,scheats, 
a definite limitation of time within which the State' agency may con­
sider claims for· refund from the Treasury. . . 

Prior to the passage of such laws, any special refunding act should 
not authorize such refund except after a finding by some competent 
officer or agency of the State Government that the facts claimed are 
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true and that refund would be just and equitable. House Bill No. 852 
has no provision for such investigation and determination, and it is 
not possible for me to have a proper investigation made on this or 
any other similarly defective bills within the short time during which 

·such bills must1be considered and acted upon finally. 
. For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 9. 

A. SUPPLEMENT 
To 3Jil act, approved the twenty-third day of June, one th<>usand nine hundr€:d 

eleven (Pamphlet Laws, eleven hundred and tW'ent'v-three), enrtitled "An act 
establishing In each county a board of Viewers; prescribing their duties ; providing 
ifiC>r their appointment .as viewers, road juries, juries of view, and commdssloners 
to view land ; and op.rovlding for the charges upon the respective counties In 
the :matter <>f sa:larles, coots, and expenses thereof," as the sa,me was amended 
and SU1}Pl€llllented by the 1subsequent acts; by J(rovid!ng for the compensation to 
be paid to the members of the board of viewers m counties <>f the fourth class. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That· each member of the board of 
viewers in counties of the fourth. class appointed pursuant to the pro­
visions of the act of Assembly of which this is a supplement shall 
hereafter receive and be paid out of the treasury of the proper county 
the sum of ten .( 10) cents per mile for each mile actually and nec­
essarily traveled by him in the performance of the duties of hi8 
office, and each member of the said board of viewers shall receive and 
be paid out of the treasury of the proper county the sum of ten 
dollars ($10) per day· for each day actually and necessarily spent 
by him in the performance of the duties of his office. The same shall 
be paid monthly under such conditions· as to verification of time of 
employment as may be prescribed by the rules and regulations which 
shall be made in that behalf by the courts of the respective counties. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 6, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth, 
of Pennsylvania. · 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I return herewith, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 292, entitled ''A Supplement to an act, approved the 
twenty-third day of June, one thousand nine hundred eleven (Pamphlet 
Laws, eleven hundred and twenty-three), entitled 'An act establishing 
in each count3' a board of viewers, prescribing their duties, providing 
for their appointment as viewers, road juries, juries of view and com­
missioners to view land, and providing for the charges upon tli.e re­
spective counties in the matter of salaries, costs and. expenses thereof,' 
as the same was amended and supplemented by subsequent acts, by 
providing for the compensation to be paid to the "members of the 
board of viewers i'n counties of the fourth class.'' 

This bill increases the mileage allowance and pay of members of the 
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board of viewers in counties of the fourth class, the former from five 
to ten cents per mile, and the latter from $7.50 to $10.00 per day. 

Under the law as it now stands the remuneration of the members 
of the board of viewers is as follows: In first-class counties $5,000, in 
second-class counties $6,500, and in all other counties an allowance of 
five cents per mile for traveling expenses and $7 .50 per day for each 
day actually and necessarily spent in the performance of the duties 
of such office. · 

I see no reason why the mileage allowance and the per diem pay' should 
be greater in fourth-class counties 'than those of the third, fifth and 
succeeding classes. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHQ'r. 

No. 10. 

AN ACT 
Validating certain contracts in writing made by boroughs in connection with !Proper 

legal requirements of such ·boroughs Involving an expenditure of over five hundred 
dollars without C'Omiplying with all of the requlre.ments of an act, appr.oved the 
f·ouiite.-enth day of April, one thousand nine lrnndredi an·d twenty-one (Pamphlet 
Laws, one hundred and forty-seven), entitled "An act to amend section two of 
article one of chapter five of an act, al!)proved the fourteenth da,y of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and flf.teen (P.annphlet Laws, thlree hundred a-nd twelve), 
entitled 'An act providing a, system of g'()Vernmem: for boroughs and revising, 
amending and consolidating the law relating to borougihs,' " where such cont·racts 
have been either in whole or In part performed by the contractor. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That whenever any borough in this 
Commonwealth prior to the passage of this act has entered into any 
contract in writing in connection with proper legal requirements of. 
such borough and such contract has been made with and from the 
lowest responsible bidder, but without complying with all the require­
ments of an act, approved the fourteenth day of April, one thousand 
nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet !Jaws, one hundred and 
forty-seven), entitled "An: act to amend section two of article one of 
chapter :five of an act, approved the fourteenth day of Ma;t, one thou­
sand nine hundred and fifteen (Pamphlet Laws, three hundred and 
twelve), entitled 'An act providing a system of government for bor­
oughs and revising, amending and consolidating the law relating to 
boroughs,' '' and such contract has been either in whole or :in part 
performed by the contractor ; such contract is hereby validated and 
made binding with like force and effect as if compliance had been 
made with all of the requirements of the said act of April fourteenth, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-one: Provided, That this act 
shall not apply to any proceeding or suit wherein a final order or 
judgment o~ any court of record has already been made or entered. 

. 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 

Executive Chamber, 
Harrisburg, April 9, 1925 . 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I return herewith, without niy approval, 
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House Bill No. 967, e~titled "An act validating certain contracts in 
writing made by boroughs in connection with proper legal require­

. ments·of such boroughs involving an expenditure of over five hundred 
dollars without complying with all of the requirements of an act, ap­
proved the fourteenth day of April, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-one (Pampblet Laws, one hundred and forty-seven), entitled 
'An act.to amend section two of article one ·Of chapter five .of an act, 
approved the fourteenth day of May, one thousand nine hundred and 
fifteeh (Pamphlet Laws, three hun\lred and twelve)', entitled ''An act 
providi'.rig .a system of government for boroughs and revising, amend­
ing, and consolidating the law relating to boroughs," ' where such con­
tracts have heen eithe.r in whole or in part performed by the contractor.'' 

This bill is to v:alidate any contracts in writing entered into by any 
borough in ·connection with the legal requirements of such borough 
where such contract has been made with the lowest responsible bidder, 
"but without complying with all the requirements of" the act of April 
14, ·1921, P. L. 147, amending Section 2 of Article I of Chapter 5 
of the act of May 14, 1915, P. L. 312, known as "The General Bor­
ough Act," and where the contract ·has been in whole or in part per­
formed by the contractor. 

The words in this bill ''without complying with all the requirements 
of an act," the act aforementioned, are too general and indefinite. If, 
for instance, the bill is intended to remedy omissions in the time or 
manner of advertisement for bids, or any other requirement concern­
ing notice to bidders, said omission should be specified in the bill. 
Furthermore, to validate contracts made under such circumstances 
would be decidedly unfair to persons who might otherwise have bid 
on the contract, with a possible loss to the borough as a direct. con­
sequence. To validate such contracts would be an unwise public policy. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. · 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No.11. 

AN ACT 
Maldng an aippropr~ation to <the Waynes!b0<1'o Hospital, Wa:ynesboro, ·Pennsylvania. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of five thousand dollars 
($5,000), or so inuch thereof as may be necessary, is hereby specifically 
appropriated to the Waynesboro Hospital, Waynesboro, Pennsylvania, 
for the two fiscal years beginning June first, one thousand nine hun­
dred and twenty-five, for the purpose of maintenance; to be paid ac­
cording to regulations and in the manner prescribed by law, at the 
rate of three dollars ($3.00) per diem for the medical and surgical 
services rendered to, and maintenance of, each person treated in said 
hosp~tal who is entitl~d to free service; ~nd for each day of part pay 
service such proport10n of the aforesaid three dollars ($3.00) per 
diem rate as the part of .the regular ward charge which the person 
so treated is not able to pay .bears to the regular ward charge for &uch 
free service: Provided, however, That no hospital shall receive com­
pensation at a rate exceeding the actual cost of service per capita in 
the public ward of said hospital. · 
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I herewith return, 'without my approval, 
House Bill No. 73, entitled ''An act making an appropriation to the 
Waynesboro Hospital, Waynesboro, Pennsylvania.'' 

This bill makes an appropriation to the Waynesboro Hospital, 
Waynesboro, Pennsylvania. This institution did not make application 
to the Commonwealth for an appropriation through the Department ot 
Welfare until after the Budget was submitted. I 'believe it to be a 
sound policy to grant appropriations only to those institutions which 
make application to the Commonwealth through its regularly consti­
tuted agency, thus affording opportunity for an investigation of the 
work and needs of the institution, and cannot see my way clear to ap­
prove any appropriations for which such application has not been· made. 

For these reasons I withhold my !1PProval from the bill. 

No. 12 . 

.A.N .A.CT 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

Making an appropriation to the Williams Valley Hospital of ~lliam11town, 
Pennsylvirunia. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of five thousand dollars 
($5,000), or so much thereof as may be necessary, be and the same is 
hereby specifically appropriated to the Williams Valley Hospital, of 
Williamstown, Pennsylvania, for the two fiscal years beginning June 
first, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five, for the purpose of 
maintenance ; to be paid according to regulations and in the manner· 
prescribed by law, at the rate of three dollars ($3) per diem for the 
medical and surgical services rendered to, and maintenance of, each 
person treated in said hospital who is entitled to free service; and for 
each day of part pay service such proportion of the aforesaid three 
dollars ($3) per diem rate as the part of the regular ward charge 
which the person so treated is not able to pay bears to the regular 
ward charge for such free service: Provided, however, That no hospital 
shall receive compensation at a rate exceeding the actual cost of serv­
ice per capita in the public ward of said hospital. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I herewith return, without my approval, 
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House Bill No. 247, entitled ".An act making an appropriation to the 
Williams Valley Hospital of Williamstown, Pennsylvania." . 

This bill makes an appropriation to the Williams Valley Hospital, 
of Williamstown, Pennsylvania. This institution did not make appli­
cation to the Commonwealth for an appropriation through the Depart­
ment of Welfare. I believe it to be a sound policy to grant appro­
priations only to those institutions which make application to the 
Commonwealth throug·h its regularly constituted agency, thus afford­
ing opportunity for an investigation of the work and needs of the in­
stitution, and can not see my way clear to approve any appropriations 
for which such application has not been made. 

· For these reasons I withhold my approval from the bill. 

No. 13 . 

.AN -ACT 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

Making an aoPpropriatlon to the Andrew Kaul Memorial Hospital, at St. Mary's, 
Elk County, Pennsylvania. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of eight thousand dollars 
($8,000), or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby specifi­
cally appropriated to the .Andrew Kaul Memorial Hospital, at St. 
:Mary's, Elk County, Pennsylvania, for the two fiscal years begin­
ning June first, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five, for the 
purpose of maintenance; to be paid according to regulations and in 
the manner prescribed by law at the rate of three dollars ($3) per 
diem for the medical and surgical service rendered to, and mainte­
nance of, each person treated in said hospital who is entitled to free 
service ; and for each day of part service such proportion of the afore­
said three dollars ( $3) per diem rate as the part of the regular charge 
which tHe person so treated is not able to pay bears to the regular 
ward charge for such free service : Provided, however, That no hos­
pital shall receive compensation at a rate exceeding the actual cost 
of service per capita .in the public ward of said hospital. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, .April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I herewith return, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 805, entitled ".An act making an appropriation to 
1.he .A~drew Kaul Memorial Hospital at St. Mary's, Elk County, Penn-
sylvama." · 

'!'his bill makes an appropriation to the .Andrew Kaul Memorial 
Hospital at St. Mary's, Elk County, Pennsylvania. This institution 
did not make application to the Commonwealth for an appropriation 
through the Department of Welfare. I believe it to be a sound policy 
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to grant appropriations only to those· institutions which make appli­
cation to the Commonwealth through its regularly constituted agency, -
thus affording opportunity for an investigation of the work and needs 
of the institution, and can not see my way clear to approve any ap­
propriations for which such application has not been made. 

For these reasons I withhold my approval from the bill. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 14. 

AN ACT 
Making -an appropriation to the Bethesda Home, Pittsburgh, Pennsylv'ania. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of three thousand dol­
lars ($3,000), or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby 
specifically appropriated to the Bethesda home, located at one thousand 
three hundred fifteen Liverpool Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for 
the two :fiscal years beginning June :first, one thousand nine :Q.undred and 
twenty-five, for the purpose of maintenance; .to be paid according to 
law. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

Ladies al).d Gentlemen :-I herewith return, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 1016, entitled "An act making an appropriation to the 
Bethesda Home, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania." 

This bill makes an appropriation to the Bethesda Home of Pitts­
burgh. 

I am informed that this institution has discontinued the charitable 
work in aid of which the Commonwealth has heretofore made appro­
priations to it. 

For this reason the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 15. 

AN ACT 

Mak.Ing 1an a·pp·r()IJ.Jriation to The Jefferson. Medical College of Phi!adelllhia, Penn­
sylvania, for Medical Education. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the following sum, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, be and the same is hereby specifically 
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appropriated to the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia for the 
two fiscal years beginning June first, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-five, for the following purpose, namely: 

The sum of one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars ($125,00_D), 
or so much thereof as may be necessary, for the support and promotion 
of medical education. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the Senate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

I herewith return, without my approval, Senate Bill No. 330, entitled 
''An act making an appropriation to the Jefferson Medical College, 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for medical education." 

This bill makes an appropriation to the Jefferson Medical College, 
of Philadelphia, for the support and promotion of medical education. 

Two years ago the State Council of Education recommended that 
subsidies to private schools be limited to those then receiving State 
aid. The Jefferson Medical College, of Philadelphia, was not at that 
time receiving State aid, and approval of the present appropriation 
would be a departure by me from the policy recommended by the 
State Council of Education. 

Were the State to depart from the policy recommended by the State 
Council of Education there are many worthy private schools in Penn­
sylvania which could properly request State aid if this or any other 
simila,r ap1Jr-0priation were approved. 

In addition, this institution did not make a request for an appropri­
ation through the Department of Public Instruction prior to the sub­
mission of the budget estimates of that department. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 16. 

AN ACT 

Making an .a.rmroprirutlon to the Department of P~operty and Supplies to reimburse 
J?nvid Cramer for moneys erroneously paid into the State Treasury. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of five hundred dollars 
($500.00), or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby specif­
ically appropriated to the Department of Property and Supplies for 
the purpose of reimbursing David Cramer for said moneys erroneously 
paid into the State Treasury. 

Section 2. Said moneys shall be paid over to said David Cramer 
by requisition by the Secretary of 'Property and Supplies on warrant 
of the Auditor General in the event that after due examination the 
Secretary .of Property and Supplies finds that said over-payment was 
actually made. · 
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Commonwealth of Pe>nnsylvania,. 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the Senate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

I return herewith, without my approval, Senate Bill No. 450, entitled 
"An act making an appropriation to the Department of Pr-0perty and 
Supplies to reimburse . David Cramer for moneys erroneously paid 
jnto the State Treasury." 

This bill would appropriate to the Department of Property and 
Supplies five hundred dollars ($500) to reimburse an ihdividual for 
moneys alleged to have been erroneously paid into the State Treas­
ury. The bill states as facts that the individual in question pur­
chased an auto;m-0bile from the Qomro.onwealth at a public sale con­
ducted by the Department of Property and Supplies, and that the 
Department of Property and Supplies did not deliver to him the 
automobile which he purchased, but another car, which had a market 
value five hundred dollars ($500) less than the value of the automobile 
purchased. 

I am advised by the Departmeut of Property and Supplies that these 
statements of fact are entirely erroneous. The individual in question 
bid on the automobile after a physical inspection there-Of and the 
identical automobile which he purchased was delivered to him. Under 
these circumstances there can be no justification for a payment out 
of the State Treasury to the individual •ooncerned of any part of the 
purchase price of the automobile. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT .. 

No. 17. 

AN ACT 
Malting an ap.)lTotprlaitio:h tprovidlng for. a deflciensi.v in the maintenance of the Glen 

M!lls ·schools, Glen Mills, Delaware vounty, Pennsylvania. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of five thousand six 
hundred and seventy and ~ix one-hundredths dollars, or so much thereof 
as may be necessary, be and the same is hereby specifically appropri­
ated to the Glen Mills· Schools, Glen Mills, Delaware County, ·Penn­
sylvania, to cover deficiencies in maintenance. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the C-0mmonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I herewith return, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 12, entitled "An act making an appropriation pr-0-



20 

viding for a deficiency in the maintenance of the Glen Mills Schools, 
Glen Mills, Delaware County, Pennsylvania. 

This bill makes a deficiency appropriation to the Glen J\fills Schools. 
The 1923 Legislature made a lump sum appropriation to this in­

stitution for maintenance without any restrictions in the nature of 
per capita cost or otherwise, which prevented this institution from 
paying its maintenance cost during the current biennium out of the 
amount of the 1923 appropriation. The institution is under the su­
pervision of the Department of Welfare and no request was made to 
the Department to approve in advance expenditures which would result 
in a deficiency for the current biennium. The Department of Welfare 
knows of no reason why the deficiency appr-0priation is necessary 
and recommends that none be granted .. 

For these reasons the bil1 is not approved. 

No. 18 . 

.AN AOT 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

Malc.ing fl.ll aipproprlat!on to the Elmwood Home for Boys, at Erde, Pennsylv·anla. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of two thousand dollars 
($2,000), or so much thereof ~s may be necessary, is hereb~" specifically 
appropriated to the Elmwood Home for Boys, at Erie, Pennsylvania, 
for the two fiscal years beginning ~une first, one thousand nine hun­
dred and twenty-five, for the purpose of maintenance; to be paid 
according to law. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

Ladies. and Gentlemen :-I ~~rewith retur:i;i, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 102, entitled An act makmg an appropriation to 
the Elmwood Home for Boys, at Erie, Pennsylvania." 

This bill makes an appropriation to the Elmwood Home for Boys at 
Erie. The official representative of this institution has stated to the De­
pa~t~ent of Welfare that the institution does not wish a State appro-
pr1at10n. 

1 
For this reason the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 
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No. 19. 

AN ACT 
Mialdng an appropriation to the MessiaJh Rescue amd Benevolent Home of Harrisburg, 

Pennsylviania. · · 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of two thousand dol­
lars ($2,000), or so much· thereof as may be necessary, is hereby 
specifically appropriated to the Messiah Rescue and .Benev.olent Home, 
of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, for the two fiscal years beginning June 
first, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five; for the purpose of 
maintenance; to be paid according to law. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I herewith return, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 142, entitled ''An act making an appropriation to 
the Messiah Rescue and Benevolent Home, of Harrisburg, Pennsyl­
vania. 

This bill makes an appr-Opriation to the Messiah Rescue and· Benev­
olent Home of Harrisburg which, I am advised by the Attorney Gen­
eral, has been held to be a sectarian institution. Under Article III, 
Section 18 of the Constitgti9n of Pennsylvania, the Legislature is 
prohibited from making appropriations to denominational or sectarian 
institutions, corporations or associations. 

For this reason the bill is not appro.ved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 20. 

AN ACT . 
Malting an ap<propriation to the Benevolent Association's Hom1e for Children, 

Pottsville, Pennsylvania. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of four thousand dol­
lars ($4,000), or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby specif­
ically appropriated to the Benevolent Association's Home for Children, 
Pottsville, Pennsylvania, for the two fiscal years beginning June first, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five, for the purpose of main­
tenance; to be paid according to law. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. -

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I herewith return, without my approval, 
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House Bill No. 272, entitled ".An act making an appropriation to the 
Benevolent .Association's Home for Children, Pottsville, Pennsylvania.'' 

This bill makes an appropriation to the Benevolent .Association's 
Home for Children at Pottsville. 

I am advised by the Department of Welfare that the work of this 
institution is below the minimum standard which should be required 
of any agency receiving :financial aid from the Commonwealth. 

For this reason the bill is not approved. 

No. 21 . 

.AN .ACT· 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

Making an appropriation to the Dixmont Hospital, 'of Dixmont, Allegheny County, 
· PeamsylV'anla. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of fifty thousand dol­
lors ($50,000), or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby 
specifically appropriated to the Dixmont Hospital, of Dixmont, ,Alie· 
gheny County, for the purpose of constructing a retaining wall ap­
proximately three hundred and thirty-five feet in length, along the 
Ohio River, in rear of the power plant of the Hospital. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, .April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable. the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
.of Pennsylvania. · 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I herewith return, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 320, entitled ".An act making an appropriation to the 
Dixmont Hospital of Dixmont, .Allegheny County, Pennsylvania.'' 

This bill makes an appropriation to the Dixmont Hospital, of Dix .. 
mont, .Allegheny Comity, for the purpose of constructing a retaining 
wall, along the Ohio River, in the rear of the power plant of tho 
hospital. · 

In view .of the fact that there will not be sufficient revenue avail­
able during the forthcoming biennium to enable State-owned insti­
titions to receive in full the amounts which they should have for· con­
E>tr:i-cti?n ~ork, I cannot see my way clear to approve appropriations 
to mstitutions not owned by the Commonwealth for work of this charac­
ter. 

F.or this reason the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 
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No. 212. 

AN .ACT 
Malting .an appropriation to the Berean 1111anual Trialriing and Industrial School. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the s.um of ten thousand dollars 
( $10,000), or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby specifically 
appropriated to the Berean Manual Training and Industrial School 
for the two :fiscal years beginning June first, one thousand nine hundred 
and twenty-five, for the purpose of maintenance; to be paid according 
to law. · · 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, .April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I herewith return, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 407, entitled ".An act making an appropriation to the 
Berean Manual Training and Industrial School.'' 

This bill makes an appropriation to the Berean Manual Training and 
Industrial School, of Philadelphia. This is a private school, operated 
by an individual. The Department of Public Instruction advises that 
the equipment of the school is inadequate and below standard, and 
that the· work done by the school does not come up to the minimum 
standard which should be required of institutions receiving State aid. 

In addition, students can obtain without cost the same work offered 
by this school in the evening schools of Philadelphia, the standards 
of which are higher than those of this institution. 

For these reasons the bill iS not approved. 
GIFFORD PINCHO'r. 

No. 23. 

AN ACT 
Malting an appropriation to the Pittsburgh Newsboys' Home, of Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of :fifteen thousand dol-
. lars ( $15,000), or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby 

specifically appropriated to the Pittsburgh Newsboys' Home, of Pitts­
burgh, Pennsylvania, for the two :fiscal years beginning June first. 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five, for the purpose of main­
tenance; to be paid according to law. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of. the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I herewith return, without my approval, 
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House Bill No. 461 entitled "An act making an appropriation to the 
Pittsburgh Newsboys' Home of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania." 

This bill makes a:n appropriation to the Pittsburgh Newsboys' Home, 
the official representative of which has stated to the Department of 
Welfare that the Home neither desires nor needs a State appropriation. 

For this reason the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHO'r. 

No. 24. 

AN .A.CT 

Making an appro.priation to the Diagnostic Hospital, Ph!ladelph:!a, PenJJ1sylvania, 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of two thousand dol­
lars ($2,000), or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby 
specifically appropriated to the Diagnostic Hospital, located at seven­
teen hundred and thirty-one Vine Street, Philadelphia, for the two 
fiscal years beginning June first, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-five, for the purpose of maintenance; to be paid according to 
regulatipns and in the .manner prescribed by law, at the rate of three 
dollars ($3) per diem for the medical and surgical services rC'ndercd 
to, and maintenance of, each person treated in said hospital who is 
entitled to free service; and for each day of part service such proportion 
of the aforesaid three dollars ($3) per diem rate as _the part of the 
regular ward charge which the person so treated is not able to pay 
bears to the regular ward charge for· such free service : Provided, 
however, That no hospital shall receive compensation at a rate ex­
ceeding the actual coi;;t of service per capita in the public ward of said 
hospital. 

Commonwealth of PC'nnsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Penrisylvania. · 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I herewith return, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 237, entitled "An act making an appropriation to the 
Diagnostic Hospital, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.'' 

This bill makes an appropriation to the Diagnostic Hospital, Phila­
delphia, Pennsylvania. I believe it to be a sound policy not to grant 
appropriations in small amounts to small specialized institutions which 
are located in the midst of large general hospitals equally well equipped 
to render the service. I therefore withhold my approval from this bill. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 
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No. 25. 

AN ACT 
Making a deficiency appropriO!tion to the Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of forty-six thousand 
nine hundred and eighty-five dollars and fourteen cents ($46,985.14), 
or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby specifically .appro­
priated to the Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf for the two 
fiscal years ending May thirty-first, one thousand .nine hundred and 
twenty-five, to cover a deficiency in the education and maintenance of 
State pupils. 

Commonwealth of ·Pennsylvania, 
· Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I herewith return, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 357, entitled "An act making a deficiency appropria­
tion to the Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf." 

This bill makes an appropriation to the Western Pennsylvania School 
for the Deaf. The request for this deficiency was made to the Depart­
metn of Public Instruction and was refused, to the satisfaction of the 
Institution. 

For this reason I withhold my approval from the bill. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 26. 

AN ACT 
Maldng an approp:riation to the Children's Home Society of Pennsylvania. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of five thousand dol­
lars ($5,000), or so much thereof as may be necessary, be and the 
same is hereby specifically appropriated to the Children's Home So­
ciety of Pennsylvania, Incorporated, located ·at one .hundred and 
thirty-five Penwood Avenue, in the City of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvaniu, 
for the two :fiscal years beginning June first, one thousand nine hun­
dred and twenty-five, for the purpose of maintenance and the pros­
ecution of its work; to be paid according to law. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
o~ Pennsylvania. · 

Ladies ·and Gentlell1en :-! herewith return, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 359, entitled ''An act making an appropriation to the 
Children's Home Society of Pennsylvania." 

This bill makes an appropriation to 'the Children's Home Society of 



26 

Pennsylvania. This is a private organization engaged in home-finding, 
child-placement, and adoption work among children, and maintaining 
a temporary home for children of Pittsburgh. . 

This organization up to the present time has not demonstrated its 
ability or willingness to develop its work in accordance with reason­
able minimum standards. It duplicates the work of the· Children's 
Aid Society of Pennsylvania, with headquarters in Philadelphia; of 
the Children's Aid Society of Western Pennsylvania, with head­
quarters in Pittsburgh; and also duplicates the work of certain county 
children's aid societies t-0 which the State already makes appropriation. 

The records of the Society are inadequate for the purpose for 
which they axe intended; the children placed out are not adequately 
supervised after placement. The need for the reorganization of the 
society, together with the need for improved methods up to a minimum 
standard of child caxe, has been repeatedly brought to the attention 
of the officers and executive of the Society by the Department of Wel-

. fare without securing adequate improvement. 
For these reasonf! I withhold my approval from the bill. 

(lIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 27. 

AN ACT 

Ma.ldng am ap.pro,prl•atloon ito the Western Pennsylvanl:a 8chool for the Blind, 
l'Ocated at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvan:la, to r,over deficiency In maintenance and 
education of State! pupils. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of thirty-five thousand 
three hundred twenty'-eight and twenty-five one-hundredths ($35,328 .. 
. 25) dollars be and the same is hereby specifically appropriated to 
the Western Pennsylvania School for the Blind, located in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, to cover deficiency in maintenance and education, for 
the two fiscal years ending May· thirty-first, one thousand nine hun­
dred twenty-five, and for the two fiscal years ending May thirty-first, 
one thousand nine hundred twenty-three. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 10, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth 
-0f Pennsylvania. · · 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I herewith return, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 899, entitled "An act making an appropriation to the 
Western Pennsylvania School for the Blind, located at Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, to cover deficiency in maintenance and education of State 
pupils.'' · 

This bill makes an appropriation to the Western Pennsylvania School 
for the Blind, located at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to cover deficiency 
in maintenance and education of State pupils. The request for this 

·--------·········-·· 
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deficiency was made to the Department of Public Instruction and was 
refused to the satisfaction of the Institution. 

For this reason I withhold my .approval from the bill. 

No. 28 . 

.AN .A.CT 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

Mlaking an approJ>rintlon to the Passavant Memori•al Homes for the Car,e of 
IDpileptics, iat Rochester, Beaver Gounty, Pennsylvania. 

~ection 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of ten thousand dol­
lars ( $'10,000), or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby 
speeifically appropriated to the Passavant Memorial Homes for the 
Care of Epileptics, at Rochester, Beaver County, Pennsylvania, for the 
two :fiscal years beginning June first, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-five, for the purpose of maintenance; to be paid according to law. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, .April 11, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Represe'ntatives -0f the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

Ladies and Gentlemen :-I herewith return, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 768, entitled ".An act making an appropriation to the 
Passavant Memorial Homes for the Oare of Epileptics, at Rochester, 
Beaver County, Pennsylvania." 

This bill makes an appropriation to the Passavant Memorial Homes 
for the Care of Epileptics, at Rochester, Beaver County, Pennsyl­
vania. This institution did not make application to the Commonwealth 
for an appropriation through the Department of Welfare. I believe 
it to be a sound policy to grant appropriations only to those institu­
tiO'lls as to whose methods and results the regurlarly constituted agen­
cies of the State have had the opportunity to secure the necessary 
information. In the absence of such information, I would not be 
justified in approving this bill. · . 

For these reasons I withhold my approval from the bill. 

No. 29 . 

.AN .A.OT 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

Malting am appropriwtion to the Lee Homeopathic Hospital, of Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania. 

Section 1. Be it e'nacted, &c., That the sum of five thousand dol­
lars ($5,000), or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby 
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specifically appropriated to the Lee Homeopathic Hospital, of 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, :for the two fiscal years beginning June first, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five, for the purpose of main­
tenance ; to be paid according to regulations and in the manner pre­
scribed by law, at the rate of three dollars ($3) per diem for the 
medical and surgical services rendered to; and maintenance of, each 
person treated in said hospital who is entitled to free servl.ces; and 
for each day of part service such proportion of the aforesaid three 
dollars ($3) per diem rate as the part of the regular ward charge 
which the person so treated is not able to pay bears to the regula1: 
ward charge for such free service: Provided, however, That no hos­
pital shall receive compensation at a rate exceeding the actual cost 
of s~rvice per capita in the public ward of said hospital. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 11, 1925. 

To the Honorable, the House of Represe'lltatives of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

Ladies and Gentlemen:-I herewith return, without my approval, 
House Bill No. 287, entitled" An act making appropriation to the Lee 
Homeopathic Hospital, of Johnstown, Pennsylvania.'' 

This bill makes an appropriation to the Lee Homeopathic Hospital, 
of Johnstown, Pennsylvania. This institution did not make application 
to the Commonwealth for an appropriation through the Department 
of Welfare. I believe it to be a sound policy to grant appropriations 
only to those institutions as to whose methods and results the regu­
larly constituted agencies of the State have had the opportunity to 
secure the necessary information. In the absence of such information 
I would not be justified in approving this bill. 

For these reasons I withhold my approval from the bill. 

GIFFORD PINCHO'l'. 



VETOES 
BILLS FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH BY THE GOVERNOR, WITH HIS OB­
JECTIONS THERETO, WITHIN THIRTY DAYS AFTER 
THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE' LEGISLATURE ON THE 
16TH DAY OF APRIL, A. D. 1925. · . 

No. 30. 

AN ACT 
Malring it unlawful to !ndica,te any other thnn standard time on anY public building 

or thoroughfare, or to furnish any other than standard time in the course of 
business. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That no person, copartnership, asso­
ciation, corporation', or organization shall wilfully display in, or on 
any public building, or on any street, avenue, or public highway any 
time-measuring instrument or device which is calculated or intended 
to furnish time to the general public set or running so as to indicate 
intentionally or indicating intentionally any time other than the stand­
ard of time as defined by the act, approved the thfrd day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty'-three (Pamphlet Laws, one hundred 
twenty-nine), entitled "An act to amend section one of an act ap­
proved the thirteenth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-seven (Pamphlet Laws, twenty-one), entitled 'An act for the 
establishment of a uniform standard of time throughout the Com­
monwealth,' prohibiting the ado·ption of other standards of time." 

Section 2. No person, copartnership, · association, corporation, or 
organization engaged in the business of furnishing time for hire. by 
means of any mechanical device, or a part of whose business it is to 
inform others what the correct time may be shall wilfully or know­
ingly furnish, indicate, or inform any customer, or subscriber, or in­
quirer any time other than such standard time. 

Section 3. Any person or any offi'cer of any corporation or organi~ 
zation or association violating any provision of this act shall upon sum­
mary conviction be fined not more than .one hundred dollars, and in 
default of the payment of such fine and costs of prosecution to un­
dergo imprisonment in the county jail £or ten days. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 24, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office ·Of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1425, entitled "An act making it 
unlawful to indicate any other than standard time on any public 
building or thoroughfare, or to furnish any other than standard time 
in the course of business. '' 

This bill has no relatiou to daylight saving, in spite of the general 
opinion to the contrary. Its intent and purpose is that clocks and 
time-pieces which are under control of the Government or munici­
palities, and those which are placed upon any public street or highway, 
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shall all show Eastern standard time, which clocks in substantially 
all cases already show only such time. With this purpose I am hea!t­
ily in sympathy. The bill, however, does not stop there. I am m­
formed by the .Attorney General that, whether intentionally or not, 
it goes further and provides that clocks and time-pieces displayed in 
privately owned buildings to which the public resorts, like hotels, stores, 
theatres and the like, may not show such time as the proprietors deem 
expedient; for instance, that time-pieces which lshow London and 
Paris time, or the ttme -0f Chicago, Denver or San Francisco, would 
be unlawful. 

It seems to me wrong that privately owned time-pieces maintained 
for private purposes should thus be controlled by a criminal statute. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

No. 31. 

.AN ACT 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

To further amc-'Ild ·section one thousand four hundred and twelve of the act, approved 
the eighteenth day of May, one thousand nine hundred nnd eleven (Pamphlet 
La,ws, three hundred and nine), entitled "AIJl act to es1;a,1Jllish a public school 
system In the Commonwealth of iPennsylvanla, together with the provisions by 
which It shall be a,cl.mlnlstered, and prescribing penalties for the violation thereo!; 
;i;rovldlng reven:ue to es!Jalbllsh and maintain the same and tho method of collect­
mg such revenue; and repealing all laws general, special, or local, or any parts 
thereof that are or may be Inconsistent therewith," as amended. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section one thousand four hun­
dred and twelve of the act, approved the eighteenth clay of May, one 
thousand nine hundred ~nd eleven (Pamphlet Laws, three hundred 
and nine), entitled ''.An act to establish a public school system in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, together with the provisions by which 
it shall be administered, and prescribing penalties for the violation 
thereof; providing revenue to establish an cl maintain the same, and the 
method of collecting such. revenue; and re.pealinp; all laws, general, 
special, or local, or any parts thereof that are or may be inconsistent 
therewith," which was last amended by the act, approved the twentieth 
day of May, one th-0usand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet 
Laws, nine hundred and seventy-eight), entitled ".An act to further 
amend section one thousand four hundred twelve·, in article fourteen, of 
an act approved the eighteenth day of May, one thousand nine hundred 
and eleven (Pampb:l'et Laws, three hundred and nine), entitled '.An act 
to establish a public school system in the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-

. vania, together with the provisions by which it shall be administered, 
and prescribing penalties for the violation thereof; providing revenue 
to establish. and maintain the same, and the method of collecting such 
revenue; and repealing all laws, general, special, or local, or any parts 
thereof, that are or may be inconsistent therewith,' as amended,'' is 
hereby further amended to read as follows : 

Section 1412. The board of school directors of any school c1istrict 
in this Commonwealth in which there is located any orphan asylum, 
home .for the friendless, children's home, or other institution for the 
care or training of orphans or other children, shall permit any chil­
dren who are inmates of such homes, but not legal residents in such 

S·46-l 



district, to attend the public schools in said district either with or·with­
out charge for tuition, text-books, or school supplies, as the directors 
of the district in which such' institution is located may deterhiine. · If a 
charge is made by any school district for tuition for the inmates of 
any such institution, the officers of the institution shall submit ·to the 
board of school directors a sworn statement setting forth the names,. 
ages, and school district liable for tuition of all chikJ.ren who are 
inmates thereof and desire ·to attend public school in the district, to­
gether with a blari.k acknowledging or disclaiming residence signed by 
the secretary of the school district in which the institution declares 
the legal residence of the ·child to be. If said district shall fail to 
file said blari.k with said insti~ution within .fiftee'll days from the date 
it is sent to the district by the institution by registered mail, the in­
stitution shall again notify said district of its :failure to comply •with 
the provisions of this act, and if the district shall fail to comply within 
:fifteen days :followi'ng this second notice, said failures to return the 
blank shall be construed as an acknowledgment of said· child's. resi­
dence. If any of said inmates have been. received from outside of 
Pennsylvania, or if the institution cannot certify as to their residence, 
their tuition shall be paid by the institution having ,the care or (ms­
tody .qf said children. The tuition of such other l.nmates as are in­
cluded in the sworn statement to the board of school directors, shall 
be withheld by the Superintendent of ~ublic Instruction from n.ny 
moneys due to the district liable for said tuition upon receipt of a 
sworn. statement setting forth the names,. ages, tuition, charges, and 
school district liable for tuition of said inmates; and all moneys thu;; 
withheld shall be paid by him to the district entitled to receive the 
same. The district so charged with tuition may file an appeal with the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, in which it shall be· the com­
plainant and the institution the respondent. The decision of the Su­
perintendent of Public Instruction, as to which of said parties, .is 
responsible for tuition, shall be :final. · · ·~ 

The cost of tuition in such cases shall be :fixed as is now provided 
by law for tuition costs in other cases, except where for the accommo­
dation of such children it shall be necessary to provide a separate 
school or to erect additional buildings, in which cases the charge 
for tuition for such children may include a proportionate cost. of the 
operating expense, rental, and interest on any investment required to 
be made in erecting such new school buildings. The tuition herein 
provided for shall be paid annually by the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, or the institution, as the case ma;y" be. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, , . 
Executive Ohiµnb,er, • 

Harrisburg, April 30, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Oo~monwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1424, entitled ''An act to further 
amend section one thousand fou:i; hundred and twelve of tl:ie act,.ap­
proved· the eighteenth day of May, one thousand nine hundred: and 
.eleven (Pamphlet Laws, three hundred and nine), entitled 'An- act to 
establish a public school system in the 0ommonwe8lth of Pemisylvania, 
together with the provisions by which it shaH be administered, an<l 
prescribing penalties for the violation thereof; providing revenue to 
establish and maintain tlie same, and the method of collecting such 
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.revenue; ·and Q'epealing :all laws, general, special or local, .or any parts 
thereof, that are or may be inconsistent therewi~h,' as amende~. '' 

'This bill is .identically the same as Senate Bill .No. 657, which has 
been :approved. 

!For this rreason •the :bill was not approved. 
GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 32. 

AN ACT 
'l.\.fJaklmg'an, appropr.iation to lthe widow and children of John ·T, Coax, former guard 

at the Western Penitentiary of Pennsylvnn.ia, who was !tilled by rebellious 
:prisoners. · · . 

WHEREAS, As a result. of a tran~fer .of rebellious prisoners at the 
Western Penitentiary of Pennsy~va,nia, .John T. Coax, former guard 
at the. Western Penitent~a1y of !>rmnsylvania, was killed, leaving to 
survive .a widow and three children; and . . 

WHEREAS, .Said widow and ·children have no income except twelve 
1dollars ,per week under the Workmen's Compensation Laws of the 
Commonwealth, therefore; 

Section 1. Be it. enacted, &c., . That the sum of five thousand dol­
ilars ($5,000) is hereby specifically appropriated to Mrs. Julia Coax, 
widow of John T. Coax, former guard at the Western Penitentiary of 
Pennsylvania, who was killed Februa:r;y . eleventh, one thousand nine 
hundred and twenty-four, during a riot at the Western Penitentiary, 
caused by the transfer of rebellious prisoners, and to Julia Coax, John 
T. Coax, Jr., and Mary Jean Coax, children of the said John T. Coax ; 
to be :paid to said widow and children in accordance with the intestate 
laws of the Commonwealth. · 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, April 30, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections; House Bill No. 1483, entitled ".An act making an 
appropriation to the widow and children . of J ohri T. Coax, former 
guard a:t the Western Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, who was killed 
by rebellious prisoners.'' · ' 

This bill appropriates a specific sum to the widow and children of 
a former guard at the Western Penitentiary, who was killed during a 
riot in this penitentiary by rebellious prisoners. The bill indicates 
that the widow and ·children of this officer are receiving twelve dollars 
per week under the Workmen's Compensation Laws of this Common­
wealth, and have no other source of income. 
· I regret to say that I am advised that an appropriation of the 
·Character which this bill would make would be a gift within the direct 
prohibition of Article III, Section 18, of the Penns)rlvania Constitu­
tion, inasmuch as it is neither a pension nor a gratuity for military 
services; I could not, therefore, properly approve this bill. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 
GIFFORD PINCHOT. 
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No. 33. 

AN ACT. 
Making an approµr!ait!on to the widow and oblldren of John A. Pieper, former, 

Asslsbant Deputy Warden of :bhe Western Penitentiary of pennsylV'anla, who 
was killed b~ rebell!ooo ·Prisoners. · 

WHEREAS, As a result of the transfer of rebellious prisoners at' the 
Western Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, John A. Pieper, fo.rmer ,.\\ssist­
ant Deputy Warden of the Western Penitentiary of P~nnsylvania, was 
killed, leaving to survive a widow and three children;. and 

WHEREAS, Said widow and children have no income except twelve 
dollars per. week payable under the Workmen's Compensation La:ws 
of the Commonwealth, therefore ; , . 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the .sum. of five thousand dol- · 
lars ($5,000) is hereby specifically appropriated to Mrs. Rose Pieper,. 
widow of. John A. Pieper, former Assistant Deputy Warden of the 
Western Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, \who was killed ·February . 
eleventh, one thousand nine .hundred and twenty-fou+; during a. riot 
at the Western Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, caused by the transfer 
of rebellious prisoners, and to John A. Pieper, Jr., Owen Pieper, and 
Girard Pieper, children of the said John A. Pieper ; to be paid to 
said widow and children in accordance with the intestate law of the 
Commonwealth. 

Oomm<;>nwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executiv~ Chamben, 

Harrisburg, April 30; 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1484, entitled "An act malting an 
appropriation to the . widow and children of John A. Pieper; former 
Assistant Deputy Wa;rden of the Western Penitentiary of Pennsyl­
vania, who was killed by rebellious prisoners.'' 

This bill appropriates a specific sum to the widow and children of 
a former guard at the Wesforn Penitentiary, who was killed during a 
riot in this penitentiary by rebellious prisoners. The bill indicated. 
that the widow and children of this officer are receiving twelve dol­
lars per week urider the Workmen's Compensation Laws of this Com­
monwealth, and have no other source of income. 

I regret to say that I am advise<;l that an appropriation of the charac- , 
ter which this bill would make would be a gift within the c],irect pro- · 
hibition of Article III, Section 18, of the Pennsylvania Constitution, 
inasmuch as it is neither a pensfon nor a gratuity for military sel!v-
ices. I could not, therefore, properly approve thiS bill. · 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 
GIFFORID P:ENCH0% 

' . 
No. 34. 

AN ACT 
Providing fO<r the notlficartlon ·of witnesses for the defendant in. criminal cases · 

where the iaccused Is held for want of •ball ; nnd imposing certain duties on the 
district attorIJJey, 

Section 1. Be it enacted; &c., That at least four days before any 
person under indictment for crime, and who is detained ih jail' for want 



34 

of bail, is brought to trial, the district attorney shall notify sue~ per­
son in writing of the time of such trial. Such notice shall contam the 
direction that the accused may• transmit to the district attorney, the 
names and. addresses of any witnesses in his defense, in()luding charac­
ter witnesses whose attendance he :tnay require at the trial, for the 
purpose of having them summoned by the clistriet attorney. Such 
names and 'addresses :inay be transmitted to the district attorney by 
the accused at any time prior to two days before the day set for tri~ .. 

Section 2 .. Upon receipt of any such names ·and addresses, the dis­
trict attorney' shall promptly mail notices to all such witnesses, t.o 
appear at the time 'and place therein specified; for the purpose of test1-
fying in behalf ·of the defendant. 

Before proceeding with the trial of any case where the accused is 
held· for want of bail, the district attorney must file in ope•n court a 
certificate that he has complied with the provisions of this act. Until 
such certificate is filed, the court shall, of its own motion, continue the 
case. · 

Se'ction 3. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

·Commonwealth. of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 2, 1925. 
I file herewith,dn the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 

with my objectioµs, House Bill No. 1088, entitled "An act providing 
for the notification of witnesses for the defendant in criminal cases 
where the accused is held for want of bail, and imposing certain 
duties upon the district attorney." 

This bill requires the district attorney : 
(1) ' To serve written notice on a person detained in jail under in­

dictment for crime of the date of 'his trial, such notice to be served 
at least four da;ys prior thereto, ahd to contain a direction to the accusr.d 
that he may at any ti:tne, prior to two days before his trial, trant:imit 
to the· district attorney the names and addresses of any witnesses de-
sil!e' by him at said trial; ·· · · · 

(-2) To 'notify all such witnesses I by mail to appear in court at 
saichrial for the purpose of testifying in behalf of the defendant; and 

(3) T-0 file in open court a certificate that these requirements have 
been complied with. 'Until such ·certificate is filed the court shall of 
its own. motion contilllle the case. 

The law provides that defendants may< obtain subpoenas from the 
tilerk of·cciurts requiring the attendance at court of witnesses desired: 
'rhe attendance of those served may be enforced by attachment. 
· It is within the province of 'the court to appoint counsel for im­

pc>cunious defendants, and the courts are authorized to and do con­
trol the time of the tria.l of such cases so as to give opportunity to 
subpoena defendant's witnesses where counsel has not been engaged 
or appointed in time to prepare a defense. · 

The district attorneys are now overburdened with work in takin~ 
care of their usual duties. They. should not be charged with the prepa­
ration of defendants' cases nor be made subpoena servers for them. 
In addition thereto, these provisions wolild create confusion and delay 
in criminal trials. 

The bill offers a .method of summoning witnesses in substitution of 
thc;i time~hono~ed metho<:l of subpoena. It would lead the defendant 



35 

to rely upon this method of obtaining the attendance of his wit­
nesses, which notice they are not bound to obey, nor can an attach­
ment be issued for non-compliance. It would furnish a fertile field 
for disputes at the trial as to whether or not the name of an absent 
witness was actually given to the district attorney. 

In case of failure to attend of one who has b'een so notified, or in 
case of a dispute as to the names and addresses actually given to 
district attorneys, the court would be constrained to grant a contin­
u:mce because the law has led the defendant to rely on some one else 
fo notify his witnesses, thus placing it within the power of the de­
fendant and his friends to delay trials. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 35. 

AN .A.CT 
To oonend section .two hundred and nineteen <>f the act, approved the seventeenth 

dau' of May, one !thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws. seven 
hundred and eighty-nine), entitled "An act relating t-0 insurance; establishing 
an insurance department; a.nd amending, revising, and consolidating the law 
relating to t'he licensing, qual!ftciation,,. . regulation, exam~nation, suspension, and 
dissolution of insu'!'ance companies, uloyds associations, reciprocal and lnter­
insuriance exchanges, and certain socileties and' orders, the examination and regu­
latlOitl. of fire tlnsurrunce '!'ating bureaus, and the Jlcenslm.g and 'regulation of 
insurance agents and brolters; providing !Penalties; anci reIMJallng existillJ'( Laws." 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section tw.o hundred and nine-
teen of the act, approved the seventeenth day of May, one thousand 
nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, seven hundred and 
eighty-nine), entitled "An act relating to insurance; establishing an 
insurance department; and amending, revising, and consolidating the 
law relating to the licensing, qualification, regulation, examination, 
suspension, and dissolution of insurance ·companies, Lloyds associa­
tions, reciprocal and inter-insurance exchanges, and certain societies 
and orders, the examination and regulation of fire insurance ra~ing 
bureaus, and the licensing and regulation of insurance agents and 
b:rokers; pro.vi ding penalties; and repealing existing laws," is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 219. Records of Department; Annual Report.-The In­
surance Oommissioner shall preserve, in a permanent form, a· full record 
of bis proceedings and a concise statement of the condition of each 
company, association, exchange, society, and order or agency visited 
or examined. He shall make a report annually, to be submitted to the 
General Assembly at its biennial sessions, showing the receipts and 
expenses of bis department, the condition of companies, associations, 
0X<' hanges, societies, and orders doing business in this Comm.on wealth, 
am'!. such other r.elevant information as will exhibit the affairs or 
activities of his department; a:nd it shall be the duty of the Insul'- · 
ance Commissioner to transmit a copy of said report to the Depart­
ment of Property and Supplies; and it shall be the duty of the Sec­
:rr tary of Property and Supplies to have said report irnmediate1y 
printed and distributed in accordance with the laws of the Com­
monwealth regulating the publication and distribution of public docu.­
mcnts • 

• .I 
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive· Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 2, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 838, entitled "An act to amend sec­
tion two hundred and nineteen of the act, approved the seventeenth 
day of May, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet 
I1aws, seven hundre<;l. and eighty-nine), entitled "An act relating to 
insurance, establishing an insurance department, and amending, re­
vising, and consolidating the law relating to the licensing, qualification, 
relation, examination, suspension, and dissolution of insurance com­
panies, Lloyds associations, reciprocal and inter-insurance exchanges, 
awl certain societies, and orders the examination and regulation of 
fire insurance rating bureaus, and licensing and regulation of insurance 
agents and brokers; providing penalties; and repealing existing laws.'' 

This bill would render inapplicable to the Insurance Department 
the provisions of Section 2104 of the Administrative Code of 1923, 
which gives to the Department of Property and Supplies the right to 
edit and, with the approval of the Governor and after consultation 
with the interested department head, to determine the need, size, 
quantity and method of distribution of all departmental publications. 

I know of no reason why the Insurance Department should be ex­
cepted from the operation of this section of the Administrative Code 

· of 1923, which has been found to be flexible, workable, and the means 
of. sa.ving substantial sums of the Commonwealth's money. 

For this reason the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 36. 

AN ACT 

Relative to the 'Printing and binding hy the Commoowealth for rt:he uso of the 
Department of Internal AffalrH, Departmont of the Auditor General, and the 
Treasury Department. 

Section l; Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of Property and 
Supplies shall receive all requisitions drawn upon him by the Seere-
1.ary of Internal Affairs, Auditor General, and State 'rreasurer, :for the 
printing of all reports required by the Constitution and Acts of Assem­
b~y to be made by such officers ; and all blank :forms, bulletins, sta­
t10nery, a~d other kinds of printi•ng and binding, in such sizes, char­
aeter, quantity, and methods of distribution as they may determine 
to be needf~l. :for th~ ~se of theii: se-yera~ departments ; and shall pro­
cure the ed1tmg, prmtmg, and d1str1but10n of. same promptly in such 
manner as is provided by law. 

S~ction 2. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. 
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 2, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1030, entitled "An act relative to 
the printing and binding by the Commonwealth for the m;e of the 
Department of Internal Affairs, Department of the Auditor General 
and the Treasury Department.'' ·· 

This bill would liave the effect of. rendering inapplicable to the 
Department of the Auditor General, the Treasury Department and the 
Department of Internal Affairs, Section 2104 of. the Administrative 
Code of 1923, which authorizes the Department of Property and Sup­
plies, with the approval of the Governor and after consultation with 
the department heads involved, to determine the need, size, character, 
q_nantity, and method of distribution of the various publications to be 
printed for the use of the several clepartmen~s. 

Tt would also render inapplicable to the Department of the Auditor 
Gmeral, the Treasury Department and the Department of Internal 
_i\ffairs Section 709 (f) of the Administrative Code, which provides 
that after each biennial appropriation to the Department of Property 
a11d Supplies for printing and supplies the Executive Board shall 
allocate to the several executive departments such amounts thereof 
as the Board believes their needs will require. 

There is no good reason for exempting these three departments 
from the provisions -0f the law which give to the Governor and the 
Executive Board the ability to limit expenditures for printing and 
supplies. 

· For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No .. 37. 

AN ACT 

To amend section -0ne \:if the ·act, approved the fifteenth d:ay of July, one thousand 
nine hundred and nineteen (Pianwhlet Laws, nine hundred s!;x:ty-one), entitled 
"An ·act fixing the ·salaries and compensation of the officers,· clerlrs, and empJoyea 
In uhe office of the recorder of deeds of any .county ihaving1 a. population of one 
million five hundred thousand inhaibltants -0r over." 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section one of the act, approved 
the :fifteenth day of July', one thousand nine hundred and nineteen 
\Pamphlet Laws, nine hundred and sixty-one), entitled "An act fixing 
the salaries and compensation of the oficers, clerks, and employes in 
th~ office of the recorder of deeds of any county having a population 
of one million five hundred thousand inhabitants or over," is hereby 
amended to read as follows : 

Bection 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the salaries and compensatio:p. 
of the officers, clerks, and employes in the office of the recorder of 
deeds of any county containing a population of one million five hnn­
dred thousand inhabitants or over, as computed by the last preceding 
United States census, shall be at the following rate per annum: 

One deputy recorder, [four thousand :five hundred] five thousand 



dollars; one solicitor, [four thousand five hundred] five thousand dol­
lars; one chief satisfaction clerk, [two thousand five hundred] three 
thousand dollars; three assistant satisfaction clerks, two thousan~ dol­
lars; one chief receiving clerk, three thousand dollars ; three assistant 

·receiving clerks, two thousand dollars; one bookkeeper [and assistant 
cashier], two thousand five hundred dollars; two assistant bookkeepers, 
one thousand eight hundred dollars; one cashier, [and assistant book­
keeper, one] three thousand [five hundred] dollars; one chief clerk, two 
.thousand seven hundred dollars; one chief search clerk, [two] three 
thousand [:five hundred] dollars; three mortgage search clerks, [one] 
two thousand [eight hundred] dollars; [two] three conveyance search 
clerks, [one] two thousand [eight hundred] dollars; one chief deecl 
iur1 ex ·clerk, two thousand [one] five hundred dollars ; two assistant 
deed index clerks, two thousand dollars; one chief mortgage index 
clerk, two thousand [one] five hundred dollars; two assistant mortgage 
in.Jex clerks, [one] two thousand [eight hundred] dollars; [one mis­
cellaneous clerk, one thousand five hundred dollars] ; [six] seven mis­
cellaneous clerks, one thousand [five] eight hundred dollars; one chief 
compare clerk, deeds, two thousand one hundred dollars ; one chief com­
pare clerk, mortgages, [one] two thousand [six] one hundred dolla1:s; 
one clerk in charge of deeds, one thousand five hundred dollars; one 
clerk in charge of mortgages, one thousand five hundred 'dollars; three 
compare clerks, one thousand six hundred dollars; ten ·compare clerks, 
one thousand five hundred dollars; [one] two [auditor] auditors, one 
thousand [five] eight hundred dollars; one stenographer and type­
writer, one thousand five hundred dollars; one [receipt] entry clerk, 
one thousand eight hundred dollars; one assistant [receipt] entry clerk, 
one thousand [three] :five hundred dollars; one delivery clerk, one thou­
sand five hundred dollars; one satisfaction entry clerk, one thousand 
r two] five hundred [fifty] dollars; one notation clerk, one thousand 
eight hundred dollars ; one superintendent of records, two thousand 
fi vc hundred dollars ; one typist in charge of records, one thousand 
[six] eight hundred dollars; one assistant typist in charge of records, 
one thousand :five hundred dollars ; one typist in charge of charte1·s, 
one thousand [six] eight hundred dollars; two certificate clerks, one 
thousand five hundred dollars; four proof typists, one thousand five 
hundred dollars; one superintendent of typists, one thousand eight hun­
dred dollars; one assistant superintendent of typists, one thousand [six] 
eight hundred dollars; one messenger in charge of instruments, one thou-

. sand five hundred dollars; one recorder's messenger, one thousand one 
hundred dollars; fifty-five ty'pists, one thousand five hundred dollars; 
one chief clerk copyist, one thousand eight hundred dollars; one assistant 
chief clerk copyist, one thousand six hundred :fifty dollars; twenty-nine 
ree,,pyists, one thousand five hundred dollars; [thirty] eighty special 
typists, one thousand five hundred dollars; three registration typists, 
one thousand five hundred dollars; one state clerk, one· thousand five 
hundred dollars; one chief custodian, one thousa•nd three hundred 
dollars; one custodian of records, one thousand three hundred dollars; 
six custodians of records, one thousand four hundred dollars; [two] 

. :five assistant custodians of records, one thousand two hundred dollars; 
r three assistant custodians of records, one thousand two hund1·ed 
dollars;] one mechanician, one thousand five hundred dollars; two 
[assistant] watchmen, one thousand fifty dollars; one janitor, 11ine 
hundred sixty dollars; two assistant janitors, nine hundred and sixty 
dollars; one bookbinder, one thousand [two] eight hundred dollars; 
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[and] two assistant bookbinders, [eight] nine hundred dollars; and 
one telephone operator, one thousand one hundred dollars. 

Such salaries and compensation shall be paid by the treasurer of 
tb.e respective county out of the fees of such office as ptovided by law. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 2, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of· the Secretary -0f the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, Senate Bill Nb. 567, entitled ''An act to amend . 
section one of the act, approved the fifteenth day of July, one thousand 
nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, nine hundred sixty-one), 
e11titled 'An act fixing the salaries and compensation of the officers, 
clerks, and employes in the office of the recorder of deeds of any 
county having a population of one million five hundred thousand in­
habitants or over.' '' 

This bill would increase the number of p9sitions in the office of the 
Recorder of Deeds in counties having a population of more than 1Jlle 
million five hundred thousand (1,500,000) inhabitants by sixty-six (66) 
anc1 the ·pay-roll of the employes in the office of the Recorder of Deeds 
in such counties by approximately one hundred and twenty-thousand 
($120,000) dollars per annum. . 

While it is true that the salaries and compensation of employes in 
t.he office of the Recorder of Deeds of these counties are payable out of 
fees collected by the office, it is also true that the balance of fees not 
expended for salaries and compensation is payable into the county 
treasury and available for the general expenses of the government of 
such counties or of the cities with which such counties are co-extensive. 

1 am opposed to the passage by the Legislature of acts -0f Assembly 
imposing heavy burdens in the shape of salaries upon the treasuries of 
political subdivisions of the State without the consent of the govern­
ments of such subdivisions. Salaries payable out of the county treas­
uril:.s should generally be fixed by the authorities which levy the taxes 
and have the responsibility for striking a balance between revenues 
am1 expenditures. This is merely the principle of home rule, in which 
I thoroughly believe. Exceptions should be made only in cases in 
whieh the State has an interest in the proper compensation of county 
officers, which is paramount to the home rule principle. 

'rhere is no such paramount interest in the case of employes in the 
office of the Recorder of Deeds and their number and compensation 
should, in my judgment, be ~etermined. locally and not by State law. 

For these reasons the bill 1s not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 38. 

AN ACT 
To amend section one of it.he act, an>PToved the fif.teenthl day of March, one thousand 

nine hund·red and eleven (Pamphlet Laws, twenty), entitled "An act regulating 
in criminal trials the cross-examination of a defendant, when testifying in his 
own behalf," by prohibiting the Introduction as evidence of certain testimony 
IO!l' ll'ecords. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section one of the act, approved 
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the :fifteenth day of Mareh, one thousand nine hundred and eleven 
(Pamphlet Laws, twenty), entitled "An act regulating in criminal 
trials the cross-examination of a defendant, when testifying in his 
own behalf,'' is hereby amended to read as foUows: 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That hereafter any person charged 
with any crime, and called as a witness in his own behalf, shall not be 
asked, [and, if asked, shall not be required to answer] for any purpose 
whatsoever, any question tending to show that he has committed, or 
been charged with, or been convicted of any offense other than the 
one wherewith he shall then be charged, or tending to show that he 
has been of bad character or reputation, nor shall the Commonwealth. 
be permitted to affirmatively introduce into evidence any such testi­
mony or any record of any former trial or convicti6n unless,-

One. He shall have at such trial, personally or by his advocate, asked 
questions of the witness for the prosecution with a view to establish 
his own good reputation or character, or has given evidence tending 
to prove his own good character or reputation; or, 

Two. He shall have testified at such trial against a co-defendant, 
charged with the same offense. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 2, 1925. 

X file herewith, in the office of the Se~retary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, Senate Bill No. 271, entitled "An act to amend 
section one of the act, approved the fifteenth day of March, .one 
thousand nine hundred and eleven (Pamphlet Laws, twent;y•), entitled 
'An act regulating in criminal trials the cross-examination of a de­
fendant when testifying in his own behalf,' by prohibiting the intro­
duction as evidence of certain testimony or records." 

This bill is identical with House Bill No. 365 of the Session of 1923, 
and practically the same as House Bill No. 29 of the Session of 1925, 
neither of which was approved by me. · 

The act of March 15, 1911, prohibited the elicitation from a defend­
ant, who had offered himself as a witness in his own behalf, of any 
evidence tending to show that he has committed or been charged with, 
or been convicted of any offense other than the one wherewith he is 
then charged, or that he has been of bad character or reputation, unle:-;s 
he has offered evidence of his good character either affirmatively or 
by cross-examination of the Commonwealth's witnesses or has testified 
against a co-def end ant. 

This aet did not prob.iblt proof of such facts bY' the record of a 
former conviction when offered for the purpose of testing defendant's 
credibility as a witness. 

This bill amends the act of 1911 by prohibiting the Commonwealth 
from affirmatively introducing into evidence any such testimony or 
any record, subject to the exception noted in the act. 
' As stated in my former veto, I am unwilling to sign a measure 
which throws additional protection around those accused of crime 
beyond that already supplied by the act of 1911, quoting therein the 
statement of Professor Wigmore, with reference to the Act of 1911, that 

"This State (Pennsylvania) has now permitted the following 
vicious piece of legislation to slip in and thus tenderly to make 

'~~ ,. 
I 
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it easier for astute defenders of villains to juggle their clients out 
of legal danger."-Wigmore on Evidence, Vol. 4, Sec. 2276, Note 
page 917. 

In addition to the above objection, I call your atten~ion to the fol­
lowing effects of the provision of this bill prohibiting the introduction 
by the Commonwealth of any evidence, by the testimony of any witness 
or by any record, tending to show that the defendant had committed 
or had been convicted of an offense other than the one wherewith -he 
stands charged. . 

It would prevent proof of a former conviction by the record thereof 
for the purpose of applying the acts that provide for increased sen­
tences in cases where the defendant has been theretofore convicted of 
certain offenses. 

In case of the trial of a defendant charged with murder, where it is 
alleged that such crime was perpetrated by means of poison, arson, 
rape, robbery or burglary, which under such circumstances is declared 
to be murder of the first degree, it would prevent the introduction of 
testimony tending to show that the defendant had committed su_ch 
arson, rape, etc. • ' 

In many criminal trials evidence of the commission of other offenses 
by the defendant is admissible where such evidence is relevant as part 
of the res gestae; to prove identity of person or of crime; to prove 
guilty knowledge, intent, niotiye, system or malice; and to rebut special 
defenses. It would prevent the introduction of such testimony for 
these purposes. , 1 

.. For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT . 

• 

No.·39. 

AN ACT 
To a;m;end clause four of seotion thirty-seven of the act, ap.proved the twenty-ninth 

day of April, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four (Pamphlet· Laws, 
seventy-three), entitled "An act to pr-0vide for the incol.'1p-oration and regula­
tion of wrta~n corporatloills," reducing the period within which building and loan 
assocla.tions may ;proc.eed .against secu,riities of st-0cl,holders neglecting to pay 
insta!lm1ents. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That clause four of section thirty­
sevcn of the act, approved the twenty-ninth day of April, one thousand · 
eight hundred and seventy-four (Pamphlet Laws, seventy-three), en­
titled ''An act to provide for the incorporation and regulation of cer. 
tain corporations," is hereby amended to read as follo~S.l 

Clause 4. r.J:hat the said officers shall hold stated meetings, at which 
the money in the treasury, if over the amount :fixed by the charter as 
tlle full value of a share, shall be offered for loan in open meeting, 
and the stockholder who shall bid the highest premium for the prefer­
ence or priority of loan shall be entitled to receive a loan of not m.ore 
than the amount fixed by charter as the full value ·of a share for each 
share of stock held by such stockholder : Provided, That a stockholder 
may borrow such fractional part of the amount fixed by charter as 
the full value of a share, as the by-laws may provide; good and ample 
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security, as prescribed by the by-laws of the corporation, shall be 
given by the borrower to secure the repayment of the loan ; in case 
the borrower shall neglect to offer security, or shall offer security that 
is not approved by the board of directors, by such time as the by-laws 
may prescribe, he or she shall be charged with legal interest, together 
with any expenses incurred, and the loss in premium, if any, on a resale, 
and the money may be re-sold at the next stated meeting; in case of 
non-payment of installments or interest by borrowing stockholders, for 
the space of [six months] ninety days, payment of principal and in­
terest, without deducting the premium paid or interest thereon, may be 
enforced by proceeding on their securities according to law. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 2, 1925. 

l file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, Senate Bill No. 890, entitled ''An act to amend 
clause four of section thirty-seven of the act, approved the twenty-ninth 
day' of April, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four (Pamphlet 
Laws, seventy-three), entitled 'An act to provide for the incorporation 
and regulation of certain corporations,' reducing the period within 
which building and loan associations may proceed against securities 
of stockholders neglecting to pay installments.'' 

1rhis bill would reduce from six months to ninety days the period 
· which must expire before building and loan associations may proceed 

against securities of stockholders for non-payment of installments of 
stock, premiums, dues or interests. 

It seems to me that the period of grace allowed by law to holders 
of bnilding and loan association stock should not be materially re­
duced without a very good reason for so doing. No such reason has 
been brought to my attention. 

In addition, by the act 0£ July 5, 1917, P. L. 675, which amend~ 
Section 5 of the act of April 10, 1879, P. L. 16, it is provided that the 
time of default as to first mortgages held by building and loan asso­
ciations shall be six months and as to second mortgages three months. 
'l'his bill does not specifically amend the act of April 10, 1879, nor cloes 
jt have a repealing clause to it. Confusion might develop if this bill 
were approved. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 40. 

AN ACT 
Prohibiting ·corrporatlons froan pleading usury as a defense. 

· Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That no corporation shall hereafter 
plead or set up usury, or the taking of more than six per cent interest, 
ai; a defense to any action brought against it to recover damages on, 
or enforce payment of, or other remedy on any mortgage, bond note, 
or other obligation executed or assumed by said corporation: Prdvided, 
'l,hat this act shall not apply to any action which is now pending. 
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Section 2. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act .are 
hereby repealed. 

CommQnwealth of Pennsylvania, . 
: · Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May ~; 1925. 
' • ~ ., t ,. 

I :file herewith, in the office of'the Secretary of 'the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, Senate Bill No. 1215, entitled "An act proliibit­
ing corporations from pleading usury as a defense.'' 

'fhe act of May 28, 1858: (P. L. 622), provides that when a. rate o:f 
interest for the loan or use of money exceeding that established ~by 
law r;hall have been reserved or contracted for, the ·borrower or. debtor 
shall not be required to pay· the creditor the excess over the legal rate, 
and may retain and deduct such excess from the amount of any ·debt. 

'l1he present bill would change the law only as, to corporations:: ·If 
this bill were approved, individuals, . partnerships, .and other unin­
corporated associations could plead usury as a defense as heretofo1;e, 
but corporations would be obliged to pay interest under usurious con­
tracts and would be expressly prohibited from· declining to pay· the 
excess over the legal rate of interest. For · such a discrimination 
against corporations I· can find no' justification. •. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. ;. · 

GIFFORD PINCROT .. 

No. 41. 

AN ACT 
To fix .the ·Salaries of the deputy reglst~r. clerics and employes in the office of the 

register of wills of counties of the first class. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That· the salaries or compensation of 
the deput;y~ register, clerks and employes in the office of the ·regfater 
of wills o:f any county of the first· cla~s shall ·be as follows: Deput:r 
register, at the rate of four thousand dollars per annum; one chief 
clerk, three thousand dollars; one cashier and bookkeeper, three thou­
sand dollars; one chief compare clerk, twenty-two hundred dolla:i:~; 
five transcribing clerks, two thousand dollars each; one chief account 
clerk, twenty-two hundred dollars; five account clerks, two thousan:d 
dollars each; five recording clerks, twothbusand>dollars each; two· in­
ventory clerks, two thousand dollars each; :five index clerks, two th'du­
sand dollars each; three compare clerks, two thousand dollars each; 
five miscellaneaus clerks, two thousand dollars each; one stenographei-, 
two thousand dollars; one search clerk, two thousand dollars;· one cus­
todian of records, two thousand dollars; two messengers and custodians, 
fifteen hundred dollars each; two janitors, one thousand dollars each, 
per annum. Such salaries and compensations shall be paid monthly by 
the treasurer of the county according to existing laws. · · 

This act shall become effective on the ......... ; . . . . . . . . . . day 
of . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . o:ne thousand nine hundred and 
twenty- .......... , · · · · · 
· Section 2. All laws or parts of laws hi.consistent herewith the hereby-
repealed. · 



Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 2, 1925. 

I .herewith file, with my objections, in the office of the Secretary of 
the ·Commonwealth, House Bill No. 676, entitled ".An act to fix the 
salaries of the deputy register, clerks, and employes in the office of 
the register of wills of counties of the first class.'' . 

trhis bill would increase. the number and compensation of the em­
ployes in the office ·of the register of wills, in counties of the first class, 
without giving to the tax-levying authorities of such counties anJ" voice 
in ilhe matter. On principle I am opposed to legislation which increases 
the buvdens of .local taxpayers independently of the local authorities. 
Such legislation 'Violates the principle of home rule. It seems to me 
'that i;he Legislature is justified in fixing salaries by statute only when 
there fa1some interest of the ·Commonwea1th .paramount to the recogni­
rtion of the 'home rule principle. Such an interest does not exist in 
the ·case of employes in the office of the register of wills of these 
·counties. 

In addition I call attention :to the fact that, as presented to me, this 
1bill :provides that it shall become effective on an unnamed daJ" of an 
unnamed month in the year 1920. This is apparently an error, but 
it would require me to withhold my approval from the bill, .even were 
I otherwise dispqsed to approve it. 

For these 'reasons the bill is not approved. 

•No. 42. 
AN ACT 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

Provic1ing f<>r the comperuillatlO'Il of .county solicitors. 

Section a.. Be it enacted, &c., That the compensation of the county 
solicitor in each county shall· be fixed by the county comll'.1issoners of 
the county. . 

.Section 2. Section fourteen of an act, approved the thirty-first day 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six (Pamphlet 
Laws, thirteen),. entitled ''An act to carry into effect section five, of 
article fourteenth, of the Constitution, relative to the salaries of eounty 
officers and the payment of fees received by them into the State or 
county treasury, in counties containing over oiie hundred and fifty 
thonsand inhabitants,' and the act, approved the second day of July, 
·one .thousand ·eight ·hundred and ninety-five (Pamphlet Laws, four 
hundved and twenty-four), entitled ''An act to amend an act, e1i­
titled 'An act to carry into effect section five, of article fourteen, of 
'llhe Constitution, relative to the salaries of county officers and the 
,payment of fees .received by them into the State or county treasury, 
in coun~ies containing over ·One :hundred and ;fifty thousand ·in­
habitants; approved the thirty-first day of March, one thousand eight 
,hundred and seventy-six, providing for assistant district attorneys, 
and fixing the salary of the same, and increasing the salary of county 
solicitor, ·clerk of ·the courts, recorder ·of deeds, register of wills and 
treasurer, county prison .warden or jailer, county commissioners, con-



trollers, coroners, county directors of tlie poor, jury commissioners and 
county detective, and decreasing the salaries of auditors and county 
surveyor,'' are hereby repealed insofar as they fix the salary of 
county< solicitors. The act, approved the twelfth day of June, one 
tho:usand nine hundred and thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, four hundred' 
and ninety-two), entitled ".A.n act fixing the salaries and providing 
for the expenses of county solicitors, in counties of this Commonwealth 
over one hundred and fifty thousand population, and less than two 
hundred and fifty thousand population,'' and the act, approved the 
twenty-first day of July, one thousand nine hundred and thirteen 
(Pamphlet Laws, eight hundred and seventy), entitled ".An act to 
fix the salary of county solicitor in counties containing a population 
of more than two hundred and fifty thousand, and less than one million, 
and providing for the payment thereof,'' are hereby repealed. .All 
other acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber; 

Harrisburg, May 2, 1925 .. 

I file herewith, without my approval, in the office of the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth, House Bill No. 436, entitled ".An act providing 
for the compensation of county solicitors." 

This bill provides that hereafter the compensation of county solici·· 
tors in all counties shall be fixed by the county commissioners. 

I have alreadj" approved House Bill No, 712, which provides that 
in counties of the third and fourth classes the compensation of the 
county solicitor shall be fixed by the salary board. 

Counties of the third and fourth' classes are those which have 
respectively populations of two hundred and fifty thousand (250,000) 
to eight hundred thousand (800,000) and one hundred and fifty thou­
sand (150,000) to two hundred and fifty thousand (250,000) inhabit­
ants. 

Prior to the approval of House Bill 712 the salaries of county so­
licitors in counties of the fourth class were fixed by the· act of June 12, 
1913, P. L. 492, and the salaries of county solicitors in counties con­
taining more than two hundred and fifty< thousand (250,000) and less 
than one million (1,000,000) inhabitants were fixed· by the act of July 
21, 1913, P. L. 870. In all other cases salaries of' county< solicitors were· 
authorized to be fixed by county commissioners under the ·act of May 
22, 1895, P. L. 101, as amended by the act of March 5, 1903, P. L. 11 . 

.As applied to counties of the third and fourth classes the present bill 
is in direct conflict with House Bill No. 712, already approved, and it 
would be impossible to reconcile their provisions. .As to counties having 
a population of less than one hundred and fifty thousand (150;000) in­
habitants or more than one million (1,000,000) inhabitants the present 
bill is unnecessary, as the salaries of county< solicitors in such counties 
may now be fixed by the county commissioners. 

While I approve of the principle that salaries of local· officers should 
be fixed by the local authorities, I believe that the p:i!oper body to fix· 
salaries is the salary board. It is for this reason that House Bill No. 
712 was approved, and it would be an absurdity now to nullify the 
effect of House Bill No. 712 by approving a contradictory< measure. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 
GIFFORD PINCHOT. 
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No. 43. 

A.N A.OT 

To further a'.mend section 
1
thlrt;-five ~f the act, approved the thirtieth day of .rune, 

one thousand nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, six hundred and 
seventy-eight), entitled "An act relating to, and regulating the use and operation 
of motor vehicles am.d vehicles prO'J)elled b;v-, or trailing after, motor vehicles ; 

· requiring the· reg:Jstra.t!on of th€1 same, and .the licensing of all opera:t<llrs thereof ; 
prci.vidlng /the fees therefor,. and the dis.position of s.uch fe'e·s; prohibiting the un­
iauthot'izeil use of, and tampering 'With, motor' vehicles ; !!mating and d~'flnlng the 
.powers of Qltles, boroughs, .~ncorporated towns, townsihl]l€, and eounties, as to 
the regulation of the use nrid equipment of motor vehicles, and the ~axing, 

• <!'egistration, or l!ceI11Sing thereof; lmpoS!ng< certain duties on the State Highway 
Commissioner, and on !P'l'OPrletors of pµb!lc garages; providing 1))l'ocedure and 
ipeo:ialties for v.iolatlons thereof, and the dispositiOJ:ll of fines collected, and regu­
lating the service .of· process and proce(l(].l!llgs in1 aclions for. damages arising frpm 
the use of anY' motor vehicle," providing for 'bhe disposition of fines, penalties, 
and .forfeited bail.· 

· .Section 1. Be· it enacted, &c., That section thirty-five of the act, 
approved the thirtieth day of June, one thousand nine hundred and 
nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, six hundred and seventy-eight), entitled 
''An. act relating to, and regulating the use and operation of motor 
vehicles and vehicles propelled by, ·or trailing after, motor vehicles; 
requiring the registration of the same, and the licensing of all operators 
thereof; providing the fees therefor, and the disposition of such fees; 
prohibiting the. unauthorized use of, an.d tampering with, motor ve­
hicle::; ; limiting and defining the powers of cities, boroughs, incor­
porated towns, townships, and counties, as to the regulation of the 
use and equipment of motor. vehicles, and the taxing, registration, 
or licensing thereof; imposing certain duties on the State Highway 
Commissioner, and on proprietors of public garages; providing pro­
cedure and penalties for violations thereof, and the disposition of 
fines collected, and regulating the service of process and proceedings 
in aetions for damages arising from the use of any motor vehicle," 
which was amended by section twenty-nine of the act, approved the 
fourteenth day of June, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-three 
(Pamphlet Laws, seven hundred and eighteen), entitled '' An act to 
amend an act, approved the thirtieth day of June, one thousand nine 
hundred and :nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, six hundred and seventy-eight), 
entitled·' A.n act relating to, and regulating the use and operation of 
motor vehicles and vehicles propelled by, or trailing after, motor ve­
hicles; requiring the registration of the same, and the licensing of all 
operators thereof; providing the fees therefor, and the disposition o.f 
such. fees; prohibiting the unauthorized use of, and tampering with, 
motor vehicles; limiting and defining the powers of cities, boroughs~ 
ineorporated towns, townships, and counties, as to the regulation of 
the use and equipment of motor vehicles, and the taxing, registratiou, 
or licensing thereof; imposing ·certain duties on the State Highway 
Co1nmissioner, and on proprietors of public garages; providing pro­
ee<lme and penalties for violations thereof, and the disposition of fines 
col~ected, and regulatiD;g. the service of process and proceedings in 
act10ns for damages ar1smg from the use of any motor vehicle ' as 
~mended; by fur.ther regulating t~e use of reg~st~ation plates; pre~crib­
mg fees for o~mb~ses, and ch~nip:ig other ex.1stmg fees; changing the 
date for the. hcensmg year ; hm1tmg the weights of certain trailers · 
providing for the examination of operators; authorizing the State High: 
way Commissioner to publish and sell lists of registrations· authoriz­
in~ municipalities to enact certai~ ?rdinances J making appropriation 
for refu~ding moneys,; . and prov1dmg penalties; and repealing E:>ec-
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ti on seventeen of said act,'' is hereby further amended to read as 
follows: 

Section 35: All fines and penalties collected under the provisi ms 
of this act for violations -0f the same and all bail forfeited [shall he 
paid to the State Treasurer, to be placed in a deposit-fund to be avail­
able for the use of the State Highway Department as hereinbefore 
provided, except those collected for violations of the provisions as to 
speed or weight, which fines and penalties] shall be paid to the treas­
ur1:.1· of the city, borough, town, or township wherein the violation 
occurred, except where the violation occurred on a county highway, 
iu which case they shall be paid to the treasurer of the county, to be 
used by such city, borough, town, township, or county for the eon­
otruction, repair, and maintenance of the highways thereof, and sworn 
statements of all fines and penalties so collected shall also be made 
by the burgess, magistrate, justice of the peace, or other officer im­
posing or receiving the same, to the treasurers of the respective citfo;:;, 
boroughs, towns, townships, and counties. Said reports shall be made 
monthly, not later than the tenth (10th) day of the mouth. · An~t 
burgess, magistrate, justice of the peace, or other officer, who shall fail 
to make such monthly reports and returns, or either of them, shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor in office, and, upon conviction thereof, 
shall be subject to a .. fine of not less than one hundred ($100) dollars 
iwr more than five hundred ( $500) dollars, or imprisonment in the 
county jail for a period of sixty ( 60) days, or both, at the discretion 
of the co;urt. 

Commonwealth of ·Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 2, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the SecJ.'.etary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 299, entitled "An act to further 
amend section thirty-five of the act, approved the thirtieth day of June, 
one thol'lsand nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, six hundred 
allCl seventy-eight), entitled 'An act relating to and regulating the 
use and operation of motor vehicles, and vehicles propelled by, or 
trailing after motor vehicles; requiring the registration of the same, 

• and the licensing of all operators thereof; providing the fees therefor, 
and the disposition of such fees ; prohibiting the unauthorized use of, 
ancl tampering with motor vehicles; limiting and defining the powers 
of cities, boroughs, incorporated towns, townships, and counties, as to 
the regulation of the use and equipment of motor veh~cles, and the 
taxing, registration, or licensing thereof; imposing certain duties on 
the State Highway Commissioner and on proprietors of public garages; 
providing procedure and penalties for violations thereof, and the 
di~position of fines collected; and regulating the service of process 
anr.'l proceedings in actions for damages arising from the use of any 
motor vehicle' ; providing for the disposition of fines, penalties, and 
forfeited bail.'' 

Under existing law fines imposed for violations of the motor ve­
hicle law, except those for violation of the speed limit and the maxi­
mum weight requirements, are returned to the State Treasury, .where 
they are placed in the motor vehicle fund, which is appropriated to 
the use of the Department of Highways. The principal use to which 
this fund is applied, after payment of department salaries and inci-
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1.he State's share of the maintenance of State-aid highways. 

This bill provides that all such fines shall be paid to the city1 bo~·­
ough, town, or township in which occurred the offense for which it 
was imposed, except in those cases in which the offense occurred on a 
co1mty road, when it shall be paid into the county treasury. . Thus the 
motor vehicle fund is materially reduced ; the amount received by 
the State during 1924 from this source having been approximately 
$230,000. 

This Legislature has placed considerable additional burdens on the 
Department of Highways, which must be paid for out of the motor 
vehicle fund, and in addition thereto has increased the mileage of tlrn 
State Highway System by over a thousand miles, the maintenance o.f 
which must be assumed during this biennium. The Department of 
Ilighways. cannot meet its increased obligations if the motor vehicle 
fund is f nrther depleted. 

For. these reasons the bill is not approved. 
GIFFORD PINCHO'r. 

No. 44. 

AN ACT 
To fix the sal&ries of the judges of the Supreme and SupcTlor Courts, the courts of 

common pleas, and the judges of the orphans' courts, county oourts, municipal 
courts, and attached judicial districts. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That from and after the passage of this 
act the judges of the Supreme and Superior Courts, the courts. of 
common pleas, and the judges of the orphans' courts, county courts, 
municipal courts, and attached judicial districts, shall receive the com· 
pensation hereinafter provided. 

Section 2. The annual .salry of each of the judges of the courts of 
common pleas of the first judicial district, to wit, the county of Phila­
delphia, shall be fifteen t.h.ommnd dollars ($15,000). The amrnal salary 
of each of the judges of the fifth judicial district, to wit, the county 
of Allegheny, shall he fifteen thommnd ($15,000) dollars. 'rhe annual 
salary of each of the judges of the courts of common pleas learned in 
the law in judicial districts of this Commonwealth having a population 
of three hundred and fifty thousand, and less than one million, as 
determined by the last United States Census, shall be thirteen thou­
sand five hundred dollars ($13,500). 

Section 3. The annual salary of each of the judges of the courts of 
common pleas learned in the law in judicial districts of this Com· 
monwealth having a population, as determined by the last United 
States census, of one hundred and fort3" thousand (140,000), and less 
than three hundred and {ifty thousand ( 350,000), shall be twelve th on· 
sand five hundred dollars ($12,500) ; in judicial districts of this Com­
monwealth having a population of ninety thousand (90,000), and less 
than one hundred and forty thousand (140,000), the annual salary of 
each of the judges of the courts of common pleas learned in the law 
shall be eleven thousand five hundred dollars ($11,500) ; in judicial dis­
tricts of this Commonwealth having a population of less than ninety 
thousand (90,000), and more than sixty thousand (60,000). the annual 
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salary of each ·of the judges of the courts of common, pleas learned in 
the law shall be nine thousand five hundred ($9,500); in judicial 
districts of this Commonwealth having a population of less than 
60,000 the annual salary of each of the judges of the courts of 
common pleas learned in the law shall be eight thousand dollars 
($8,000): And provided further, That.each of the judges of the courts 
of common pleas of Dauphin county shall receive three thousand dol­
lars ($3,000) additional for trying the civil cases for the Commonwealth: 
And provided further, That each of the judges of the Supreme Court 
and the Superior COl~rt shall receive the sum of fift~en hundred dollars 
($1,500) per year in addition to the salaries that they now receive. 

Section 4. The annual salary of each of the judges of the municipal 
court of the county of Philadelphia shall be·ten thousand dollars; and 
the annual salary of each of the judges of the county court of Allegheny 
countY' shall be ten thousand dollars.· . 

Section 5. The annual salaries hereinbefore provided shall be paid 
monthly, by warrant drawn by the Auditor General on th~ State 
Treasurer. 

Section 6. In the counties where separate orphans' courts are estab­
lished the annual salary of each of the judges of the said courts shall be 
the same as is paid to the judges of the courts of common pleas in the 
respective counties where such separate orphans' courts are established, 
to be paid in the same manner as the salaries of the said judges of the 
courts of common pleas may be by law pay'able. 

Section 7. Each of the judges of the court of common pleas having 
a separate judicial district and having one or more counties attached 
to said district shall receive one thousand dollars per annum additional 
for holding the courts of the counties so attached to said separate judi- · 
cial district, or: a judicial district of more than one county shall receive 
an additional one thousand dollai·s ($1,000) per annum for holding the 
courts of the additional counties in said districts. 

Section 8. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 5, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary4 of the .Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 279, entitled" An act to fix the sal­
aries of the judges of the· Supreme and Superior Courts, and the coi:lrts 
of common pleas, and the judges of the orphans' courts, county courts, 
municipal courts and attached judicial districts." 

This bill would raise the salary of every judge in Pennsylvania at 
a time when the people. ,of the State and Nation are alike in demanding 
a reduction.in the cost'of government. I am convinced that a further 
increase in the salaries of judges at· this time would arouse such resent­
ment among our people as seriously to reduce the respect of the people 
for the judiciary of this Commonwealth. -

The opinions of the judges themselves which have reached me, direct­
ly or indirectly4, are overwhelmingly in favor of vetoing the bill. It is 
probably true that a few of the judges are under-paid. This is equally 
true, and always will be, of the best servants of the State. The incentive 
for the best public service must always qome in large part from the 
desire to serve and from the honor of servmg. 



50 

This bill would add about $750,000 to the biennial" expenses of the 
State. The most important revenue bill enacted by the Legislature just 
adjourned is of doubtful constitutionality, and additions and subtrac­
tions to revenue made in other bills just about balance. The people 
have every right to demand, and th.is Administration has undertaken 
to see, that Pennsylvania shall live within her income. It would be 
impossible to sign this bill w~thout great danger of putting the Com­
monwealth back into debt. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 
GIFFORD PINCHOT, 

No. 45. 

AN ACT 
Relating to jurors ; excusing from jury duty '.Persons over sixty-five years of age. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That all persons over the age of sixty­
five years, upon request made to the proper court, shall be excused by 
the court from jury duty. 

Section 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act 
are hereby repealed. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 6, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 61, entitled "An act relating to 
jurors; excusing from jury duty persons over sixty-five years of age. 

This bill provides that all persons over the age of sixty-five years 
shall, upon request, be excused by the court from jury duty. Age is 
not per se a disqualification for jury service. The experience and 
ripened judgment of persons over sixty-five years of age is needed 
in the jury box as well as in other places. Upon the arrival at that 
age the cares and burdens of life of many men and women }).ave been 
lightened and their services on juries should not be dispensed with. 

The only justification for a provision of this kind is that a larger 
percentage of persons over sixty-five years of age are physically unable 
to attend to the duties of jury service tha'n of persons under sixty­
:fiye :years of age. This is not a sufficient reason for requiring courts 
to excuse all persons over that age. The courts have ample authority 
to excuse from jury service those who, because of physical or mental 
condition, or unusual business or household duties, are unable to serve. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 
GIFFORD ~INCHOT. 

No. 46. 

AN ACT 
Providing for the presentation of libels In divoxce to the several courts of common 

•pleas, and the awia.rding1 of subpoenas thereon, . 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That from and after the passage of this 
act any libel in divorce ma:y' be presented to the court of common pleas 
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when in session, or in vacation to a judge thereof at chambers, and a 
subpeona may be awarded thereon returnable at the option of the 
court or judge awarding the same, either to the next or a subsequent 
term or to such next or subsequent monthly or intermediate return day 
as shall have been, or may be established for such court of common pleas, 
either by statute or rule of court, or both: Provided, however, That . 
the time to which such subpoena is made returnable shall not be less 
than thirty days after the award thereof. 

Section 2. Any alias or pluries subpoena or order for publication 
may likewise be made returnable at the option of the court or judge 
awarding the same, either to the next or a subsequent term or to such 
next or subsequent monthly or intermediate return day as shall have 
been or may be established for such court of common pleas, either by 
statute or rule of court, or both: Provided, however, That the time 
to which such subpeona or order of publication is made returnable shall 
not be less than thirty days after the award of such alias or pluries 
subpoena or order of publication: And provided, That every order of 
publication shall provide for notice by publication at least once a week 
for three successive weeks, as now required by law. 

Section 3. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are here-
by< repealed. · 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 6, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, Senate Bill No. 49; entitled "An act providing for 
the presentation of libels in divorce to the several courts of common 
pleas and the awarding of subpoenas thereon.'' 

This bill would change the practicein divorce in several respects. It 
would require a common pleas judge in the case of every subpoena in di­
vorce to determine whether the subpoena should be returnable to the 
next or to a subsequent term. The same decision would have to be made 
in connection with every issuance of an alias or pluries subpoena and 
ever3" order of public,ation. 

At the present time original subpoenas in divorce are returnable at 
a definite term and upon a definite return day. '!'here is no occasion for 
any< determination by the court with respect either to the term or the 
return day. Alias or pluries subpoenas and orders for publication are 
now issued, at least in the larger counties, as of course upon precipe 
of the prothonotary. They do not require any action by the court. 
They are automatically returnable to the next monthly< return, at least 
thirty days after the issuance of the writ. 

If approved the present bill would require attention by common 
pleas judges to details in connection with divorce matters to which 
they are not at present required to give attention. The additiona.l bur: 
den which would thus be thrown upon the judges would not :further 
the ends of justice nor in anywise simplify the practice as it now 
exists. On the other hand, it would probably tend, in the larger 
counties at least, to occasion inconvenience and delay. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 
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No. 47 . 

.AN .A.C'r 

Relating to the issufag, executing·, signing, and endorsing O·f negotiable instru­
ments and .all other contracts ,by corporations, and actions thereon against and 
defenses by corporations ito 1such instruments. 

Sectio11 1. Be it enacted, &c., That every negotiable instrument and 
all other contracts hereafter executed, issued, or endorsed by, or on 
behalf of, any corporation of this Commonwealth, shall be executed, 
issued, or endorsed in the name of tlie corporation, and signed, executed, 
or endorsed by at least two officers .of said corporation. 

Section 2. In any suit or action, against a corporation upon a ne­
gotiable instrUI'.nent, or any other contract issued or executed or signed 
or endorsed in the name of the corporation and signed by at least two 

·of· its officers, it shall not be a defense that such negotiable instru-
. ment or other contract was issued, signed, executed, or endorsed by 

oftlcers of the corporation contrary. to the by-laws of the corporation, 
unless the party or parties suing thereon knew or had actual notice 
of the provisions of such by-laws. 

l::lection 3. T:P.is act shall not apply to any negotiabl~ instrument or 
any other contract issued, signed, executed, or indorsed in the name of 
a corporation prior to the date of the approval of this act. 

Commonwealth uf Pennsylvania, 
· Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 6, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, Senate Bill No. 540, entitled ".A.n act relating to 
the issuing, executing, signing and endorsing of: negotiable instruments 
and all other contracts by corporations and actions thereon against and 
defenses by corporations to such instruments.'' 

This bill would provide that every negotiable instrument and all 
other contracts executed, issued or endorsed by or on behalf: of: any 
corporation of this Commonwealth shall be executed, issued or endorsed 
in the name of: the corporation and signed, executed or endorsed by 
at least two officers thereof. It would further provicle that in any suit 
against a corporation upon a negotiable ~nstrument or other con-
1 ract issued, executed, signed or endorsed in the name of: the corpor­
ation, and signed by at least two of its officers, it shall not be a defense 
that such negotiable .instrument or other contract was issued, signed, 
executed or endorsed by officers of the corporation contrary to its 
by-laws, 1mless the plaintiff knew or had actual notice of: the provisions 

. of: such by-laws. . 
This bill would be an unwarrantable interference with the ordinary 

method in which business is transacted by corporations. It would 
prevent the execution of orders for the purchase of: goods without the 
signatures .of two officers of a corporation. It would prevent an agree­
·ment· between an individual and a corporation or between two cor­
porations from being consummated by letter unless the corporation or 
corriorations involved executed the correspondence by at least two 
officers. In addition the bill would apply only to Pennsylvania cor­
porations which would thus be subject to restrictions in their method 
of doing business from. which foreign corporations doing business in 
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Pennsylvania would be free. _This would tend seriously to discourage 
incorporations under the laws of Pennsylvania. · 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHO'r. 

No. 48. 

AN ACT 
Fixing the compensaition of tipstaves of the .several courts in counties of the 

third class. 

8ection 1. Be it enacted, &c., 'l'hat in all counties of the third class 
the tipstaves of the several courts shall each be paid an annual salary 
not to exceed eighteen hundred dollars; said salaries to be paid monthly 
out of the treasury of the particular county in which the services shall 
be rendered. 

All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

· Harrisburg, May 6; 1925. 

I :file herewith, in the qffice of the Secretary of the Common-wealth, 
with my objections, Senate Bill No. 171, entitled "An act fixing the 
compensation of tipstl'1,ves of the several courts in counties of the. third 
class." 

'l'l1is bill provides that in all counties of the third class tipstaves 
of the several courts shall be paid annual salaries, not to exceed 
eighteen hundred ( $1800), to be paid monthly out of the respective 
county treasuries. · 

I am informed that in counties of the third class it is not necessary 
for tipstaves to be full-time employes. If this is so, there can be no 
justification for compensating them on an a11nual basis. 

Jn any event, I am of the opinion that salaries to be paid out of the 
county treasuries should, except in rare instances, be fixed by the 
salary board, or possibly, in the case of court employes, by the local 
.iudges, who are familiar with local conditions. Clearly the judges 
who preside over the courts in counties of the third class are better 
qualified to determine the compensation tipstaves should receive than 
is the General Assembly. I call, therefore, find no justification for a 
i::tatute rendering it mandatory upon counties of the third class to 
pHy tipstaves in such counties upon an annual salary basis. 

It is also to be noted that while the present bill provid'Cs that the 
salaries of tipstaves shall not exceed eighteen hundred dollars ($1800) 
per annum, it fails to give to any person or persons the authority to 
fix a lower salary. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 
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No. 49. 

AN .ACT 
Providing for the !Publication and distribution of the reports o·f examinations or 

building and loan associations. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the Department of Banking 
shall each year publish its report of examinations of the various build­
ing and loan associations throughout the State of Pennsylvania. Three 
thousand copies of said report shall be printed by the Department of 
Property and Supplies. Each member of the Senate of Pennsylvania 
l:lhall be furnished with at least :fifteen copies of said report, and each 
member of the House of Representatives shall be furnished with at 
least ten copies. 

Commonwealth of 'Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 6, 1925. 

I :file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 785, entitled "An act providing 
for the publication and distribution of the reports of examination of 
building and loan associations.'' 

Prior to the approval of the .Administrative Code, the law required 
that the annual reports made to the Governor by the Secretary of 
Banking should contain a summary of the state and condition of 
every corporation and person from whom reports were received during 
the preceding y'ear. Copies of the annual "called" reports of the vari­
ous building and loan associations were, therefore, included in the 
Secretary's report. These "called" reports contain merely a :financial 
statement and not information of a confidential nature. 

'rhe bill under consideration provides for the publication of the 
''report of examinations of the various building and loan associations 
throughout the State of Pennsylvania.'' This would clearly be unwise. 
It might be very harmful to the institutions to make public the confi­
dential information contained in the examiner's reports to the Sec­
retary of Banking. No ·good purpose would be served by the approval 
of this bill. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

No. 50 . 

.AN .ACT 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

Authoriz<ing executors and adminlstTators in all cases In which they have filed 
their accounts, and In which decrees of distribution have been entered, and which 
shall have be<!ome absolute1 to apply by ipct!tlon to the Orphans' Court having 
jurisdiction -0f 1Jhelr accounts for leave to pay Into court the dlstrlbutive shares 
of any person or persons named as distrlbutees in such decrees of distribution 
who cannot be found -after diligent or reasonable searchj providing for notice by 
publication of the facts set forth in said petlttonj or oy registered mail; and 
for the entry of a decree upon said petitloo ; prov ding further for the payment 
of the costs ·and ex.pen.sea of such proceediin.g, a111di for ia.ppeaJ as in other casll'S. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That in all cases in which any Executor 
or .Administrator shall have filed his account in the Orphans' Court 
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of any county in this Commonwealth, and the said Orphans' Court 
shall have entered a decree of distribution therein, which said decree 
shall have become absolute, and the person or persons to whom payment 
is directed to be made in such decree of distribution cannot be found 
after diligent and reasonable search, it shall be lawful for such executor 
or administrator to appl:y• by petition to the Orphans' Court of the 
county having jurisdiction of his, her or their account setting forth the 
facts, and praying for leave to pay said moneys into court. Whereupon 
the said Orphans' Court shall make an order directing such petitioner 
to give public notice of the facts set forth in said petition, by pu,blica­
tion once a week for three weeks in one or more newspapers published 
in said county; requiring the person or persons to whom such distribu~ 
tive share is due and payable to appear in court on a day designated, 
not less than ten days after the last publication of said notice, and 
show cause why the amount so due and payable, as set forth in said peti­
tion, should not be paid into said qourt: Provided, however, That, where 
the distributive share of such person or persons is less than one hundred 
dollars, publication of notice of the facts set forth in such petition may 
be dispensed with. and notice may be given to such absent person or 
persons by registered letter, mailed to his, he:i; or their last known 
postoffice address. · 

Section 2. If no person shall appear to show cause as aforesaid, or if 
the person or persons appearing shall fail to show that b.e, she or they 
are entitled to such moneys, the court being satisfied o:E the truth of 

. the facts set forth. in· said petition shall enter a decree that the amount 
of such distributive share due and payable as aforesaid be paid into 
court, and the entry of such decree shall be noted by the clerk of said 
court, on the record of such decree of distribution. 

Section 3. All moneys, when paid into Court under the provisions 
of this Act, shall remain therein until the distributee, or other person 
claiming the same, shall present a petition for the distribution thereof, 
whereupon the court shall, after due notice to all parties interested, 
make distribution .of said moneys to the persons legally entitled to 
receive the same, or may in its discretion appoint an auditor for the 
purpose of making .such distribution. 

Section 4. All costs of proceedings under this Act, including a reason­
able allowance for counsel fees, for petitioner shall be paid out of said 
funds, as ma:y" be directed by said court. 

Section 5. Any party aggrieved by any definite order or decree, 
entered by the Orp4ans' Court as aforesaid, under any of the provisions 
of this Act, may appeal from such order or decree to the proper appel­
late court, as in other cases. 

Sectj.on 6. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith be, and the 
same are, hereby repealed. 

· Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 6, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1531, entitled "An act authorizing 
executors and administrators in all cases in which they b.ave filed their 
accounts, and in which decrees of distribution have been entered and 
which shall have become absolute, to apply by petition to the Orphans' 
C'ourt having jurisdiction of their accounts, for leave to pay into 
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court the distributive shares of any. person qr persons named as distri­
butees in such .decrees of distribution who cannot be found after dili­
gent or reasonable search;. providing for notice by publication of the 
facts set forth in said petition, or by' registered mail, and for the entry 
of a degree upon said petition: Providing further, for the payment of 
the costs and expenses <>f such proceeding and for appeal, as in other 
cases.'' 

This bill would authorize executors and administrators, after their 
accounts have been filed and decrees of distribution entered, to apply 
by petition to the appropriate Orphans' Court for leave to pay into 

. court the distributive share of any persons named as distributees in the 
·decrees <>f distribution who cannot be found after diligent and reason-
able search. It further provide:;; that, after any such moneys shall have 
been paid into court, they shall remain in the custody of the court until 
the distributees m; other persons claiming the same shall present a peti­
tion for the distribution thereof, whereupon the court shall, after due 

. notice to all parties interested, make distribution of the moneys to the 
persons legally entitled to receive the same. 

I am advised that, so far as concerns the pay'.m.ent of distributive 
shar!:)s into court, this bill is unnecessary, as the Orphans' Courts of 

·.the Commonwealth now have ample power to permit such payments to 
be made. 

So far as concerns the provisions of the bill which provide for dis­
tribution of .moneys paid into court, the bill would apparently repeal, 
by implication, the provisions of the Escheat .Act of May 16, 1919, P. L. 
169, as amended by the act.of .April 21, 1921, P. L. 216. No reason has 
been brought to my attention which justifies any change in the method 
now provided by law for disposing of unclaimed shares of estates. · 

For these reasons the bill is' not approved. 

No. 51. 

.AN .ACT 

GIFFORD PINCH OT. 

To amend sections eight and twenty-one of an act, !llJlproved the seventeenth d·ay 
of May,· on:e thousahd nine 'hundl'ed and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, eight 
ihundred ttnd sixty-nine), entitled ".An act providing for the organization, govern­
·ment, disclpl!ne, .maintenance and rei;ulatlon of the armed land forces of thls 
Commonwealth." • 

Section 1. Be it . enacted, &c., That section eight of the act, ap­
proved the seventeenth day of May, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty'-one (Pamp,hlet Laws, eight hundred and sixty-nine), entitled 
''An act providing for the organization, government, discipline, main­
tenance and regulation of the armed land forces of this Commonwealth,'' 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 8. The :major general commanding the division, Pennsyl­
vania National Guard, shall have in time of peace, so far as practicable, 
all the power and authority of a major general of a tactical division, 
under the ;rules and regulations prescribed, or hereafter to be prescribed 
for the government of the armiefl of the United States, subject to the 
orders and direction of the Governor as Commander-in-Chief. He 
shall be responsihle to the Governor for the training, instruction, dis­
ciplh;1e, administration and efficiency of all troops of the Pennsyl­
vani~ National Guard, and shall cause such inspections and reports · 
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to be made as are required by this act. He may, with the consent of 
the Governor, employ such officers, clerical and other force, as may 
be required at his headquarters. Officers so employed shall be con­
sidel·ed as on active duty. The Adjutant General shall pay such offi.. 
cers in accordance with section twenty-one of this act,. and such clerical 
and other force at rates of compensation as may be deemed by the 
Commander-in-Chief to be just and proper. 

Section 2. That section twenty-one of said act is hereby amended 
to read as follows : 

Section 21. Commissioned officers may be ordered upon special 
dutv at the discretion of the Governor as Commander-in~Chief. An 
officer of the Pennsylvania National Guard who, under· competent 
authority, is performing active military duty· for the Commonwealth, 
either permanently or temporarily, but not necessarily in the field, and 
whose assignment is provided for by the laws of the United States, 
anrl rnles and regulations promulgated thereunder for the goverm:'n.ent 
0:£ the armies of the United States, shall receive the same pay and 
allowances as an officer of like grade, length of service, and assignment 
in the United States Army: Provided, That when the duty required 
is a duty enjoined by law regulations or tables of organization for 
the armies of the United States upon an officer of higher grade, thiil 
officer shall receive the pay of such higher grade: Provided further, 
'l'hat officers of the staff or line may be detailed t'o perform active mili­
tary duty enjoined by law regulations or tables of organization upon 
some other officer without vacating the commission or assignment of 
either. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 6, 1925. 

1 file herewith, in the office of the SMretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1072, entitled "An act to amencl 
sections eight and twenty-one of an act, approved the seventeenth day 
of May, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet IJaws, 
eight hundred and sixty-nine), entitled 'An act providing for the· 
organization, government, discipline, maintenance and regulation of 
the armed land forces of this Commonwealth.' " 

This bill, if approved, ·would materially increase the compensation 
of certain employes of the Commonwealth in the Department of Mili. 
tary Affairs whose compensation is now fixed in accordance with the 
classification tentatively adopted by the Executive Board. In some 
cases the rate of pay provided by this bill would almost double that 
received at the present time. The result would be the establishment 
of a pay scale for the Department of Military Affairs entirely out of 
harmony with that adopted for employes of other departments doing 
i::imilar work. . 

Even if the bill. were otherwise unobjectionable, I could not approve 
it because, in preparing the budget for the Department of Military 
Affafrs for the next biennium, an increase of compensation such as that 
contemplated by this bill was not considered, and the Department 
would be unable to meet the requirements of this bill out of the funds 
appropriated by the. General Assembly. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 
GIFFOR'D PINCHOT. 
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No. 52. 

AN ACT 

;Making it unlawful for anly district attomey, assistant dlstri.ct attorney or other 
prosecutor to sit within the bar of the court In counties of the first class, and 
providing for the removal of such offlceTs from office on quo warr.anto by the 
Attorney General, in certain ca;Ses. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That it is unlaw:ful :for any district 
attorney, or any assistant district attorney, or any other public or pri­
vate prosecutor, in conducting the trial of any criminal case in counties 
of the :first class, to sit in a different relative location, with respect to 
the bench, in the court room than the defendant and defendant's 
counsel, or, if the court room is equipped with a bar, within the bar 
of the court where he is conducting such trial, unless the defendant 
and defendant's counsel also sit within the bar. 

Section 2. Any such person, violating the provisions of section one 
of this act shall be held in contempt of court, and shall suffer such 
penalty as the ·court may direct. . 

Section 3. Any district attorney or assistant district attorney, per­
sisting in such violation, shall be removed from office on quo warranto 
at the instance of the Attorney General. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 6, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 100, entitled ''An act making it 
unlawful- for any district attorney, assistant district attorney, or 
other prosecutor, to sit within the bar of the court in counties of the 
flrst class, and providing for the removal of such officers from office 
on quo warranto by the Attorney General in certain cases.'' 

I am informed that from time immemorial the district attorney of 
Philadelphia County has during the trial of criminal cases occupied 
a position within the rail of the court, while the defendant's counsel 
has occupied a position at the table ordinarily reserved for the counsel 
of litigants. 

rrhis bill provides that it shall be unlawful for the district attorney 
to sit in a different relative location, with respect to the Bench, than 
the <lefendant and defendant's counsel. Violation of this provision 
::;hall constitute a contempt of court, and persistent violation shall 
constitute cause for removal from office on quo warranto proceedings, 
at the instance of· the Attorney General. 

'l'he district attorney is an officer -0f the court, which is fully cog­
nizant of the reasons underlying the custom complained of, and in 
which ample authority is vested to discontinue it if detrimental to 
the proper administration of justice. I am not convinced that there 
is sufficient merit in the ·objections urged against the practice to justify 
legislative interference. 

Por this reason the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORID PINOHorr. 
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No. 53. 

AN ACT 
Providing for the payment of t·rave!ing eX'J)enses to sheriffs and their deputies 

in counties of the fourthl class. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That sheriffs and their deputies in 
counties of the fourth class shall be paid by the county', in addition to 
their salaries fixed by law, all their actual and necessary traveling ex­
penses incurred in the administration of their official duties. No such 
officer shall be paid, as traveling expenses; a sum greater than the 
amount authorized by law to be paid as mileage. The combined sal­
aries and traveling expenses paid to any sheriff and his deputies shall 
not exceed the fees of his office. 

Section 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions 
of this act are hereby repealed. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 7, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1489, entitled" An act providing for 
the payment of traveling expenses to sheriffs and their deputies in 
counties of the fourth class.'' 

This bill authorizes the payment of traveling expenses to sheriffs and 
their deputies in counties of the fourth class, with limitation that such 
expenses shall not exceed the amount authorized by law to be paid as 
mileage, and the further limitation that the combined salaries and 
traveling expenses paid to any sheriff and his deputies shall not exceed 
the fees of his office. 

Since the act of March 31, 1876, passed in pursuance to the require­
ments of Article XIV, Section 5 of the Constitution, sheriffs in all 
counties containing a population of more than one hundred and fifty 
thousand have been paid for their services by a salary. Section 15 
of that act provided that such salary .should be in lieu of all or any 
moneys, fees, perquisites or mileage. No provision has been made for 
the payment of traveling expenses in addition to the salary received. 

If this universal system is to be changed, it should be considered and 
changed for all counties affected, there being no reason why sheriffs 
of fourth class counties should be paid this additional compensation, 
while sheriffs of :first, second and third class counties remain on a 
straight salary basis. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 
GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 54. 

AN ACT 
To wm.end section naneteen of the a.ct. aµproved, rthe twenty-eighth day of Ma.rch, 

<>ne thousand eight hundred rnnd fourteen (•Pam.phlet Laws, tihree hundred ani! 
fifty-two), entitled "An aat G'Stab!lshlng a fee bill," by increasing the fees 
of the ,cOToner In counties of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth 
classes. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section nineteen of the act, ap­
proved the twenty-eighth day of March, o:qe thousand eight hundred 
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and fourteen (Pamphlet Laws, three hundred and fifty-two), entitled 
''An act establishing a fee bill,'' is hereby amended to read as follows : 

Section XIX . .And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the fees to be received by the coroner of each county of the third, 
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth classes shall be as follo:ws, 
namely, for viewing a: dead body, five dollars fifty cents; .summonmg 
and qualifying·inquest, drawing and returning inquisition, three dol­
lars seventy-five cents; suillliloning and qualifying each witness, fifty 
cents, to be paid out of the goods, chattels, lands or tenements of the 
slay'er (in case of murder or manslaughter), if any he hath, otherwise 
by the county, with mileage at the rate of ten cents for each mile circu­
lar traveled from the court house to the place of viewing the body ; 
executing any process or writs of any kind, the same fees as are 
allowed to the sheriff and the same mileage. 

Section 2. .All acts and parts of acts, general, local or special, in­
consistent herewith, are hereby re_Pealed. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 11, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 879, entitled ".An act to amend sec­
tion nineteen of the act, approved the twenty-eighth day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen (Pamphlet Laws, three hundred 
and fifty-two), entitled '.An act establishing a fee bill,' by increasing the 
fees of the coroner in counties of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, 
and eighth classes." 

This bill would increase the fee chargeable by coroners in counties 
of the third to eighth classes inclusive . 

. The fees prescribed by the bill would permit coroners in these 
counties to make the same charge for viewing the body as is authorized 
for counties of the second class, which is higher than the fee chargeable 
in counties of the first class. The fee for summoning an inquest and 
returning the inquisition would be higher than that allowed in coun­
ties of the first and second classes. 

It seems to me that if there is any occasion for increasing the fees 
of coroners in a majority of the counties of the State, legislation making 
such increase should· provide a uniform scale of fees for th~ entire 
State. 

In addition I have not been convinced that there is any necessity for 
increasing these fees in the counties affected by this bill. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 
. GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 55 . 

.AN .ACT 
Conferring upon cities of the second class the ·Power <to authorize the construction, 

malnteinance, and. use of ovE1rhead passaweways across. and oof undexw;round 
'Pa.ssagewnys beneat•h, pu'bllc haghwia,y.s ·by the owners or lessees of the abutting 
properties, and ratifying and nJJ'provlng existing ordinances authorizing such 
underground and ove1·head passageways In said cities. 

Section. 1. Be it enacted, &c., '!'hat cities of the second class shall 
have power to authorize the construction, maintenance, and use of 
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overhead passageways across, and also underground passageways be­
neath, public highways within the limits of said cities by the owners 
or lessees of the properties abutting on said 'high'\vays, which said 
passageways when constructed will cO'nnect. Sue:µ passageways shall 
be subject to such reasonable terms, regu+ations, and conditions with 
regard to public convenience and safety as the municipal authorities 
shall deem necessary. .All existing .ordinances authorizing such over­
head passageways across, and also existing ordinanc.es authorizing such 
underground passageways beneath, public highways in cities of the 
second class are hereby ratified and approved. · 

Section 2. .All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are 
hereby repealed. -

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

· Harrisburg, May 11, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1147, entitled "An act conferring 
upon cities of the second class the power to authorize the construction,· 
maintenance, and use of overhead passageways across, and of under­
ground passageways beneath, public highways by the owners or lessees 
of the abutting properties, and ratifying and approving existing or­
dinances authorizing such underground and overhead passageways in 
said cities.'' 

This bill would accomplish two results. First, it would authorize 
cities of the second class, by ordinance, to permit the construction, 
maintenance and use of passageways. over city streets and also of 
underground passageways be'neath city streets, such overhead or under­
ground passageways to be constructed by the owners or lessees of the 
properties abutting on the city streets over or under which the passage­
ways would run. Secondly, the bill would also ratify any ordinances 
heretofore passed permitting such overhead or underground passage­
ways to be constructed. 

I am of the opinion that authority should be given to cities to per­
. mit the construction by private individuals of passageways over or 
under the public highways only if there is a pressing necessity for 
such legislation. Except under unusual circumstances, municipalities 
should preserve for themselves all of the rights which they have in, or 
in connection with, public highways. 

I have not been informed of any' necessity which would justify 
the approval of this measure. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 5:6. 

AN ACT 
To regulrute and esta.bllsh the fees. to be ohrurged hy justices o:f.'I the peace, alclermen, 

and magistrates In this Commonwealth. 

WrmREAs, Owing to greatly changed conditions and largely increased 
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labor and expense devolving upon said officials, their present fees are 
wholly inconsistent and inadequate ; therefore, 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That :from and after the passage of 
this act the fees of justices of the peace, magistrates, and aldermen 
:;hall be as follows, to wit, for : 

Information or complaint, on behalf of the Commonwealth, one de-
fendant, seventy-five cents. . 

Warrant or capias, on behalf of the Commonwealth, one defendant, 
seventy-five cents. 

Each additional defendant named on information or warrant, ten 
cents. 

Docket entry of action, on behalf of the Commonwealth, seventy-five 
cents. 

Hearing in each criminal case, each day occupied, or fraction of 
day, one dollar. 

Administering oath in criminal cases, ten cents. 
Docket entry of confession or plea of guilty in criminal cases, seventy­

five cents. 
Making docket entry of testimony in cases of summary conviction, 

each witness, fifty cents. 
Taking bail for a hearing or for appearance at quarter sessions, 

each defendant, seventy-five cents. 
Entering judgment on conviction, for fine, seventy-five cents. 
Recording conviction, thirty cents. 
Recording sentence, thirty cents. 
Warrant to levy fine or forfeiture, seventy-five cents. 
Bail-piece and return, O'ne dollar. 
Commitment of each defendant, seventy-five cents. · 
Discharge to jailer, seventy-five cents. 
Entering discontinuance in criminal cases, fifty cents. 
Transcript and certificate for any purpose, to any one, in criminal 

case, one dollar. 
Entering actions in civil cases, fifty cents. 
Issuing summons, fifty cents. 
Issuing an attested copy of summons in civil or criminal case, fifty 

cents. · 
Each additional name after the first, on summons, subpoenas, or 

capias, ten ce;nts. · 
Capias in civil case, seventy-five cents. 
Entering return on summons, capias, attachment, or similar writ, 

:fifty cents. 
Subpoena or subpoena duces tecum in criminal or civil case, fifty 

cents. · 
Qualifying constable to return, twenty-five cents. 
Entering bail on capias, or when bail is required in any civil action. 

:lVenty-five cents. · 
E·very continuance of suit, thirty cents. 
Trial and judgment in civil case one dollar. 
Administering oath in civil case,' ten cents. 
Entering satisfaction in civil cases, thirty cents. 
lllnter~ng dis~ontinua:ice of civil ca:;es, thirty cents. 
Enter:ng amicable smt or confession of judgment, seventy-five cents. 
Entering rule to take deposition of witnesses, fifty cents. · 
Interrogatories attached to rule, fift,v cents. 
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cents. 

Issuing rule of reference, :fifty cents .. 
Notice to each referee, and each copy, fifty cents. 
Entering report of ·reference and judgment thereon, seventy~:five 

r.ents. 
Written notice; in any case, twenty-five cents. 
Execution and return, seventy-five cents. 
Scire facias, fifty cents. 
Return on sci+e facias, :fifty cents. 
Opening judgment for rehearing of a'ny ·case; fifty cents. 
Making transcript of judgment and certificate, one dollar. 
Return of proceedings on appeals or certiorari,· including affidavit, 

bail, and certificate, one dollar and :fifty cents. . · 
. Receiving the amount of a judgment, and paying the same· over, not 

over ten dollars, twenty~:five cents. 
Over ten, and not over forty, 'fifty cents. 
Over forty, and not over sixty, seventy~:five cents. 
Over seventy-five, and not over one hundred dollars, one dollar. 
And a like amount on each additional one hundred dollars or· frac-

tion thereof. 
Affidavit in case of attachment, fifty cents. 
Entering action in case of attachment, :fifty, cents. 
Attachment and attested copy thereof, one dollar. 
Rule qn garnishee, :fifty cents. · 
Interrogatories, filing and issuing, fifty cents .. 
Return of rule or of interrogatories, fifty cents. 
Bond in case of attachment, seventy-five cents. 
Appointing freeholders, fifty cents., 
Order to sell goods, in any hase, :fifty centS. . . 
Entering complaint in .landlord anµ· tenant proceedings, seventy­

:five cents. 
Issuing process in· landlord and· tenant proceedings, s~venty-:five 

cents. . 
Hearing and deterrilining cases· in landlord and tenant proceedings, 

one dollar. 
Recording proceedings ·in landlord and tenant proceedings, one dol~ 

lar and fifty cents. 
Writ of possession and return in landlord and tenant proceedings, 

one dollar. 
Issuing venire to summon ju+y, m,aking i~eturn, one dollar. 
Holding trial by jury,, and ente+ing judgment, two dollars. 
Information of strays taken up> :fifty cents. 
Warrant to freeholders to appraise ·damage, :fifty cents. 
Receiving and entering return of appraisers, al).d ·judgment thereo.n, 

seventy-five cents. 
Publishing proceedings of appraisers, not including cost of .printing, 

fifty cents. · 
Order for relief of pauper, seventy-five cents. 
Order for removal of pauper, seventy-five cents. 
Order to seize goods for the maintenance of wife or children, seventy­

five cents. 
Order for premium for wolf, fox, or other scalps, each scalp to· be 

paid by county, fifty cents. 
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Entering transcript of judgment from another justice or alderman, 
seventy-five ce'Ilts. 

Every acknowledgment of deed or other instrument of writing, :first 
name, :fifty cents. · . . 

Each additional name after the :first, twenty-five cents. 
Certificate to obtain land warrant, one dollar. 
Marrying each couple, making record thereof, and certificates to 

the parties, five dollars. 
Swearing and affi!rming county, township, or other public officer, 

each officer fifty cents. 
Pr-0bating accounts, fifty cents. 
Writing affidavits or affirmations, fifty cents. 
Justifying parties on bond for liquor license, one dollar and fifty 

cents. 
Each copy of claim in civil suit under law of one thousand and 

eight hundred and seventy-nine, seventy-five cents . 
.Affidavit of defense in such case, seventy-five cents. 
The fees for service under the laws of the United States shall be as 

foll-0ws: 
For certificate of protection, fifty cents, 
For certificate of lost protection, twenty-five cents. 
Warrant, twenty-five cents. 
Summons for seamen, in admiralty case, twenty-five cents. 
Hearing thereon, with docket entry, fifty cents. 
For certificate to clerk of the district court to issue admiralty pro-

cess, twenty-five cents. • 
For affidavits of claims and copies thereof, twenty-five cents. 
The fees for services not herein specially provided shall be the same 

as for similar services. · 
Section 2. The act, approved the twenty-third day of April, one 

thousand nine hundred and nine (Pamphlet Laws, one hundred and 
sixty), entitled ''.An act to regulate and establish the fees to be charged 
by justices of the peace, aldermen, and magistrates, in this Common­
wealth," is hereby repealed . 

.All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

Commonwealth of Pe'Ilnsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 11, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No .. 607, entitled 11 An act to regulate 
and establish the fees to be charged by justices .of the peace, aldermen 
and magistrates in this Commonwealth.'' · 

This bill would increase by approximately fifty per cent um the fees 
to be charged by justices of the peace, aldermen and magistrates, and 
would repeal the act of .April 23, 1909, P. L. 160, establishing the 
fees to be ·charged by these officers. 

I do not believe that an increase in fees to the extent proposed by 
this bill is warranted. 

The cost -0f enforcing our criminal laws has been continually in­
creasing. To a large extent this expense must be borne by the tax­
payers. This is a burden which I am unwilling to increase without a 
clear justification for so doing. 

J.' 
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In civil cases coming before the officers affected by this bill, it is also 
highly desirable that the expense of .the litigation be kept down to 
a minimum. . . 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

No. 57 .. 

. AN AOT 

GIFFORD PINOHOT. 

Defining .and regulating the business Qf auctioneers; ,providing for State and local 
llcen1Slng thereof ; lm1Poslng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonwealth ; 
and prwldlng penalties, 

Section 1. Oath of Auotioneer.-Be it enacted, &c., That an auction­
eer shall not advertise, represent, or hold forth a sale of goods, wares, 
or merchandise at public auction within this Oommonwealth unless 
before so doing he shall have obtained a license from the Secretary or 
the Oommonwealth as auctioneer, which said license shall be good for 
one year from the date thereon; and the application for such license. 
shall state under oath to the Secretary of the Commonwealth the name · 
in which applicant intends to operate, the place or places in the Oom­
monwealth of Pennsylvania where he will conduct his business, and the 
class of goods, wares, and merchandise which he intends to offer at 
public auction. · . 

Section 2. S'tate and LooaZ Lioenses.-An auctioneer, whether prin­
cipal or agent, before beginning business shall take out a State and local 
license in the manner hereafter prescribed, but the right of a municipal 
corporation to pass such additional ordinances relative to auction as 
may be permissible under the general law or its charter shall in no 
way be· affected. · 

Section 3. State Lioense.-An auctioneer· desiring to do business in 
this State shall deposit with the Secretary of the Oommonwealth the 
sum of five thousand dollars as a special deposit or shall furnish a bond 
satisfactory to the Secretary of the Commonwealth in the sum of fifteen 
thousand dollars, and thereafter upon application in proper form and 
the payment of a further sum of one hundred dollars as a State license 
fee such Secretary o{ Commonwealth shall issue to him a State Auction­
eer's License authorizing ,him to do business in this Oommonwea.lth 
for one year from the date t}J.ereof. Su~h license shall set forth a copy 
of the application upon which it is granted. The license shall not be 
transferable. 

Section 4. Licensee May Have Assistants.-A licensee described in 
the next preceding section may have the assistance of one or more per-
sons, who may aid him in conducting his business. . 

Section 5. A licensee shall not employ by-bidders or what are com­
l1l.only known as '' cappers, '' nor shall he offer or make anj" false bid to 
buj" or pretend to buy any such goods, wares, or merchandise sold or 
offered for sale at any such auction sale. 

Section 6. Truthful Representation.-An auctioneer when offering 
for sale at such public auction any such goods, wares, and merahandise 
shall in describing the same be truthful with respect to the quality, kind, 
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and· description of the sa~e, and wl;lieh for the purpose thereof shall be 
considered as warranties. , . 

Section 7. A1wtioneer Defi.ned.-The term "auctioneer" shall, .for 
the purposes of this act, mean and include all persons, copartnersh1ps, 
associations, or corporations, whether principals or agents, who ~dver­
tise, represent, or hold forth· a sale of goods, war~s, or merchancl~se at 
public auction ancl who for the purposes ?f carrymg on such bu~1~~ss, 
hire, lease, or occupy any building or public st~ucture for the e:x}11b1tion . 
of such goods, wares, or merchandise. No auct10neer shall be relieved or 
exempted from the requirements hereof by reason of associating him­
self temporarily with any local dealer, trader, or merchant, or by con­
ducting such business in connection with or as a part of the business 
of or in the name of any such local dealer, trader, or· merchant. The 
provisions of this act shall not, however, apply to judicial sales or 
sales by< executors or administrators, nor to sales by or in behalf of 
licensed pawnbrokers in manner prescribed by law, nor to the sale 
of farm products, farming implements, live stock, household goods, real 
estate, machinery and equipme;nt, p.or . personal property not in the 
general line of merchandise, nor to, sales. at. public auction of stock 

· on hand . of. any person, firm, or corporation that shall for the period 
of one year next. pl'.eceding sµch sale have ,been continuously in busi­
ness in the Commonwealth ~I'! a retail or wholesale merchant of goods, 
wares, or merchandise: And provided further, That such fjale at 
public auction of . .the stock on hand of such merchant or merchants shall 
not' be fed in anticipation of such auction sale or pending or during 
such auction sale, and that said a,uction sale shall be held on successive 
days, Sundays, .and legai holiday,s e~cepted, and shall not continue 
for more than ten days within the period of one y'ear. 

Section 8. Local License.-Before selling under a State license an 
auctioneer shall exhibit it to the .clerk or mayor of a municipal cor­
pora:tion where .he proposes to do business. Upon payment to such 
clerk or may'or of ·a local license fee as provided by ordinance or, in the 
absence of. such ordinance, such amolint as the .clerk or mayor deter­
mines, and proof of payment of all other license fees legally chargeable 
upon lo~al-auction sales; the cler:\!: shall record such State license, indorse 
upon it the words "local license fee paid," and affix his official signa­
ture with the date of such .indorsemeut. He shall then issue a local li­
cense authorizing an auction sale· within the limits of such city or 
village. . . · . ·. .· . 

Section 9. Penaity.-Failure to' obtain a local license and have 
proper ·indorsements made on the State license shall be subject to like 
penalty as ·if a State license had not been is~ued. . 

Section 10. .Production of Lice.nse upon Demand.-The mayor, clerk, 
city solicitor, or .assistant solicitor of ·any municipal corporation within 
this State shall have power to demand the production of the proper 
local and State licenses from ·an auctioneer advertising or actually 
engaged.in business iu such municipal corporation, and failure to pro­
duce such license shall be prima facie evidence that such auctioneer 
has none. . 

Section 11. Expiration and Sitrrender of State License Disposition 
of Special Deposit.~State licenses shall expire hJ-" limitation one year 
from the date thereof and may be surrendered at any time prior thereto 
for cancellation. Upon the expiration and surrender of a State license 
the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall cancel it, endorse the date 
of delivery and cancellation thereon, and place it on file. He shall hold 
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the special deposit of such licenses mentioned in this chapter for sixty 
days, and after satisfying all claims made upon it under the next two 
succeeding sections shall return· such deposit or portion thereof as 
remains in his hands to the licensee depositing it. · 

Section 12. Deposit Subject to Attachment and Execution.-A de­
posit so made with the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall be subject 
to attachment and execution on behalf of creditors whose claims arise 
in connection with business done in this State and to payment of fines 
incurred by the licensee through violation of this chapter or the penal 
statutes relating thereto. 

Section 13. Secretary of State is Tru.stee.-:-Order of payments of 
claims under civil process shall be enforced against the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth as garnishee or trustee by action in the usual form, 
and claims for satisfaction of fines and penalties under the penal 
statutes of this State shall be enforced by the judge or clerk of any court 
in which proceedings are pending for the enforcement of any' such fine, 
writing over his signature of the pendency of said proceedings and of 
the final judgment when obtained, together with the amount of the fine 
or penalty imposed in said judgment; and it shall be the duty of such 
judge or clerk to notify the Secretary of the Commonwealth as herein­
before provided upon application of the complaining witness in any 
proceeding such as hereinbefore described or of the prosecuting officer 
conducting such proceeding. Claims upon each deposit shall be 
satisfied after judgment in the order in which notice of the claim is re­
ceived by the Secretary of the Commonwealth until such claims are 
satisfied or the deposit exhausted, but notices filed after the expiration 
of such sixty days' limit shall not be valid. A deposit shall not be paid 
by' the Secretary of the Commonwealth to licensees as long as there are 
outstanding claims against it, unless there is unreasonable delay in en­
forcing them. 

Section 14. Any person, .copartnership, association, or corporation 
violating any provisions of this Act shall be quilty of a misdemeanor 
and upon conviction shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding five 
hundred dollars ($500) or undergo imprisonment not exceeding three 
months or both in the discretion of the court. 

Section 15. The provisions of this act shall not apply to cities of the 
first class. 

Section 16. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

Commonwealth or Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 11, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with m3'" objections, House Bill No. 736, entitled ''An act defining and 
regulating the business of auctioneers, providing for State and local 
licensing thereof, imposing duties upon the Secretary of the Common­
wealth, and providing penalties." 

This bill would require auctioneers, except in cities of the first class, 
before engaging in certain lines of business to procure a license from the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth and to furnish a bond satisfactory 
to the Secretary of the Commonwealth in the sum of fifteen thousand 
dollars or in lieu thereof a cash deposit of five thousand dollars. 

In my opinion there can be no _justification whatever :for regulating 



auctioneers in every part of Pennsylvania except Philadelphia. The 
probable result of the exemption of Philadelphia from the provisions 
of this bill would be to drive to that city auctioneers from all other parts 
of the State who could not qualify :for State licenses. 

As between cities oi the first class and the rest of Pennsy'lvania there 
is,- in my judgment, ·no basis :for classification as far as concerns the 
regulation of a business such as auctioneering; and I should very much 
doubt the constitutionality of this bill if it were approved. In any 
event, if the business of auctioneers ought to be regulated, it should be 
regulated everywhere in Pennsylvania. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 58. 

AN ACT 
Fixing the sa1ary of the chief deputy sheriff In counties of the first class. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That hereafter the salary of the chief 
deputy sheriff in all coll'nties of the first class shall be nine thousand 
dollars per annum, payable in the same manner as the salaries of the 
other deputies of the sheriff are now paid. 

Section 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent ·herewith are 
hereby repealed. 

Commonwealth. of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 11, 1925. 

I :file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1469, entitled ''An act fixing the 
salary of the chief deputy sheriff in counties of the first class.'' 

This would increase the salary of the chief deputy sheriff in coun­
ties of the first class from six to nine thousand dollars per annum. 

As I have previously stated, I am opposed to the :fixing of salaries 
of employes of cities, counties or townships by acts of Asse~bly, un­
less the Comlnonwealth has an interest in the conduct of the office or 
offices involved which is paramount to the principle of home rule as 
applied to the e:xpeJ.lditure of moneys accruing from local taxation. 
Salaries of employes of political subdivisions of the State should be 
fixed by the tax-levying authorities of such subdivisions, except as 
indicated. In acting upon bills passed by this session of the General 
Assembly, the only exceptions which I have recognized as being proper 
matters for legislative determination are the salaries of such officers 
or employes as assistant district attorneys, county detectives, members 
of boards of viewers (who are semi-judicial officers), and officers or 
elnployes of the courts. Even in the case of officers or employ-es of 
the courts, all of the bills which I have approved, except in the case 
of the deputy prothonotaries in counties of the first class, have placed 
i·esponsibility for fixing the compensation upon the local courts, within 
a stated maxil:nuln limitation. 
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In my judgment the position of chief deputy· sheriff in counties of, 
the first class is one in which the Commonwealth does not have such an 
interest as to warrant the General Assembly in fixing the salary of the 
incumbent independently of the local authorities. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFOR~ PINCHO'r. 

No. 59. 

AN ACT 

Providing !for bhe notification -Of friends of ~iersons coo:nim:ltted to jail awaiting 
hearings of tile charges PQ'eferred ngain.st the'IU and tile <time of trial thereof 
by persons in chiarg~ of jails and .prisons. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That every sheriff, under sheriff, war­
den, jailor, keeper, or other person in charge or having the care or 
keeping of any jail or prison within the Commonwealth, shall im­
mediately after the delivery to him by any constable, policeman, or 
other peace officer of any person charged with the commission of any 
violation of law and committed to such jail or prison to await a hear­
ing before any alderman, justice of the peace, or magistrate, or awaiting 
trial in any court, inquire of every such person and obtain from him. 
or her the names of at least five persons who are friends or relatives 
of such person, and shall cause notice to be sent to such persons by 
mail, addr,essed to the addresses furnished by such committed person ; 
which notice shall· contain information as to the charge or charges 
pending against such person and the time or probable time of the 
hearing of the same. 

Section 2. The expense incurred by any such' sheriff, under sheriff, 
warden, jailor, or keeper, in sendi•ng out the notices required by this 
act, shall be paid by the county in which such jail or prison is located. 

Section 3. Any sheriff or under sheriff, warden, jailor, or keeper, 
in charge or having the care or keeping of any jail or prison, neglect­
ing or refusing to comply with any of the provisions of this act shall 
be liable in each case to a fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars; to be 
collected by summary conviction as like penalties are now by law col­
lected. 

Section 4. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 11, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1649, entitled "An act providing 
for the notification of friends of persons committed to jail awaiting 
hearings of the charges preferred against them and the time of trial 
thereof by persons in charge of jails and prisons.'' 

This bill would make it a criminal offense for a sheriff, warden or 
other person in charge of a jail or prison to neglect or refuse to obta1n 
from every prisoner delivered to such jail or prison the names of. at 
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least five friends or relatives of such prisoner and to give written 
notice by mail to the five persons named both of the charge against the 
prisoner and the time or probable time of the hearing thereon. 

The requirements of this bill would be almost impossible to fulfill; 
at least in the larger counties of the Commonwealth. The officials in 
charge of the county prisons do not know until the morning of the 
trial or until a late hour of the previous day what prisoners will be 
required in court for trial. They could not, therefore, possibly give 
notice of the time of trial, as required by this act . 

.Another objection to the bill is the arbitrary requirement that five 
relatives or friends must be notified of the charge against the pris­
oner and the time of trial. There is no reason why more than one 
relative or friend should be notified of these facts. 

The Department of Welfare, which has supervision over the ad­
ministration of the various prisons and jails of the Commonwealth, 
advises me that it has no knowledge of any abuses in the administra­
tion of the prisons and jails of the Commonwealth which require tho 
enactment of a criminal statute of this character. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 60. 

AN ACT 
Providing for the tilling of vacancies in certain county offices caused by death or 

resignation l.n counties of the first claSll. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That whenever a vacancy exists in 
any county office in counties of the first class, except the office of county 
commissioner and prothonotary, caused by the death or resignation 
of the duly elected county officer, the first deputy of such county officer 
shall become such county officer and shall have all the rights and powers 
and be subject to all the duties of the county officer whose death or 
resignation caused such vacancy, and shall serve until the first day of 
January succeeding the next municipal election, at which election his 
successor shall be elected. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 11, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 595, entitled "An act providing 
for the filling of vacancies in certain county offices, caused by death 
or resignaticin, in counties of the first class.'' 

This bill would make a radical change in the filling of vacancies in 
certain county offices in counties of the first class when such vacancie.~ 
are caused by death or resignation. At present the Governor fills the 
yacancies by appointment. This bill provides that the first deputies 
m the offices affected shall automatically become the county officers 
to serve for the unexpired terms . 

. For such a change I can see no justifying reason. It frequently 
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happens that a good deputy would make a poor chief. Moreover, the 
present method of filling these vacancies has been followed during 
many years. It should, in my opinion, be retained. 

For this reason the bill is not approved. 

GIFFOR'D PINCHOT. 

No. 61. 

AN AC'l' 

Imposing a poll tax for county purposes in counties of the third class on male and 
female residents over the age of twenty-one years, and abolishing the occupation 
tax. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That hereafter all persons, male or 
female, over the age of twenty-one years residing within any county of 
the third class shall be required to pay an annual poll tax of fifty 
cents for county purposes, which tax shall be assessed and collected 
in the same manner as other county taxes. All county taxes, now as­
sessed and collect~d on salaries and emoluments of office, on offices and 
posts of profit, professions, trades, and occupations by the laws of this 
Commonwealth, are hereby abolished, saving the right to counties to 
collect all such taxes assessed prior to the passage of this act. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect on the first day of September, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five. 

Section 3. All acts and parts of ·acts inconsistent with this act 
are hereby repealed. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, Senate Bill No. 309, entitled ''An act imposing a 
poll tax for county purposes in counties of the. third class on male 
and female residents over the age of twenty-one years and abolishing 
the occupation tax." 

For over a century all offices and posts of profit, trades, professions 
and occupations, with some exceptions, have been taxable for county 
purposes. In the counties where a proper attempt has been made at 
reasonable classification of occupations, this system of taxation has 
generally worked well. It has justified itself. I can see no good reason 
for abolishing the occupation tax and substituting a fl.at rate poll tax; 
but if such a change were advisable, there could certainly be no justi­
fication for making it in only one class of counties. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 
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No. 62. 

AN ACT 
Validating ordinances and !Proceedings by councils in boroughs for the paving and 

. curbing of public highways, a;!l'd validating municipal liens therefor. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That whenever in any bqrough in 
this Commonwealth prior to the passage of this act a highway or par.t 
thereof has been improved by being paved, graded, or paved and 
curbed with brick or other paving and curbing material in the pur­
suance of authority of an act of Assembly and an ordinance passed 
and enacted in pursuance thereof, and the costs and expenses or part 
thereof of the improvement assessed on the abutting property owners 
as provided by the ordinance and act of Assembly authorizing and 
directing such improvement, and a municipal claim or lien has heen 
filed against the property therefor, but owing to some defect in the 
ordinance, assessment or for any other reason the ordinance or pro­
ceeding by the council authorizing and directing the improvement and 
making the assessment therefor or the proceeding in the filing of 
anj" municipal claim or lien therefor are for any reason defective or 
invalid, or where by reason of the fact that the interest of the person 

· or corporation named in the lien as owner or reputed owner is an estate 
in the mineral only, whether as tenant or as owner thereof, it might 
or could be contended that the land described in the lien is not bound 
thereby, and especially in any case rn which the borough solicitor has 
failed to file said lien in the prothonotary's office within the time pro­
vided by law, such ordinance and proceedings authorizing the improve­
ment and making the assessment therefor, and any municipal claim 
or Lien filed theref'or are he:reby validated and made binding for the 
amount justly and equitably clue and payable on account of such grad­
ing, paving and curbing: Provided, that this act shall not a:pply to any 
proceeding, suit, or lien wherein a final order or judgment of any 
court of, record has already been made or entered: And provided fur­
ther, That this act shall not validate any lien against any property 
which has been conveyed to a bona fide pl1rchaser thereof subsequent 
to the expiration of the period prescribed by law for the filing of such 
liens and prior to the time of the filing thereof, or give the lien thus 
filed priority over any bona fide lie•n or liens then existing against the 
prope.rty bona fide lien or liens filed, entered, or recorded, or which shall 
have otherwise attached subsequently to the time prescribed by law 
for the filing of such municipal lien and prior to the time of the filing 
thereof. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secreta:ry of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, Senate Bill No. 517, entitled "An act validating 
ordinances and proceedings by councils in boroughs for the paving 
and curbing of public highways, and validating municipal liens there­
for." 
· This bill is identically the same as Senate Bill No. 232, which has 
been approved. 

For this· reason the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHorr. 
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AN ACT 
Authorizing the court for the County of Allegheny to appoint interpreters, and 

providing for their compensation. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the county court for the County 
of Allegheny may employ such number of interpreters and in such 
languages as the court may deem necessary for the proper transaction 
of its business. Such interpreters may be removed by the court at 
any time. Before assuming the duties of the office each interpreter 
shall take and subscribe the oath 'prescribed in the Constitution of this 
Commonwealth. The compensation of such interpreter shall. be :fixed 
by the salary hoard. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, Senate Bill No. 896, entitled ''An act authorizing 
the court for the County of Allegheny to appoi•nt interpreters and pro­
viding for their compensation.'' 

This bill would permit the county court for the County of Alle­
gheny to employ such number of interpreters as the court may deem 

· necessary for the proper transaction of its business; the compensation 
of such interpreters to be fixed by the salary board. 

At the present 'time interpreters are appointed by the court of com­
mon pleas, which also :fixes the compensation that interpreters are to 
receive. The law provides that interpreters thus appointed apd com­
pensa~ed shall, when required, act as interpreters in any courts of the 
county. 

No reason has been brought to my attention indicating. the necessity 
for a separate group of interpreters for the county court of Allegheny 
County. It seems to me that the present system under which the com­
mon pleas courts appoint and fix the compensation of interpreters to 
serve in all courts of the county should not be disturbed without a 

· very forceful reason for so doing. 
For this. reason the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHO'r. 

No. 64. 

AN ACT 
Specifying aiddltlonal securities in which trustees or directors of savings banks 

chartered under general or special"acts of Assembly may! invest moneys deposited 
therein. 

Section t. Be it enacted, &c.; That from and after the passage of 
this act trustees or directors of savings banks chartered under general 
or special acts of Assembly of this Commonwealth may, notwithstand­
ing any provisions of their charter or of any act of Assembly under 
which they may have been incorporated, invest the moneys deposited 
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in said savings banks in interest bearing bonds of any corpora!ion or 
individual secured by mortgage or unencumbered real estate situated 
in this State, which may be either a single bond secured by a mortgage, 
or one or more bonds of an issue of bonds secured by mortgage, or 
deed of trust to a trustee for the. equal benefit of all bondholders. 

Section 2. It is the intention .of the General Assembly that if this 
act cannot take effect in its entirety because of the judgment of any 
court of competent jurisdiction holding unconstitutional any part or 
parts thereof, the remaining provisions of the act shall be given full 
force and effect as completely as if the part or parts held unconsti­
tutional had not been included herein. 

Section 3. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith be and the 
same are hereby repealed. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, Senate Bill No. 346, entitled "Specifying addi­
tional securities in which trustees or directors of savings banks 
chartered under general or special acts of Assembly may invest moneys 
deposited therein.'' 

The'act of May 20, 1889, P. L. 246, provides for the incorporation 
and regulation of savings banks without capital stock, and Section 17 
of the act is as . follows : · · · 

"It shall be lawful for the trustees of any saving bank to in­
vest money deposited therein only as follows: 

"First. . In the stocks or bonds of interest-bearing notes or the 
obligations o+ the United States, or those for which the faith of 
the United States is pledged to provide for the payment of the 
interest and the principal. 

"Second. In the stocks or bonds of the Commonwealth o:t: 
Pennsylvania bearing interest. 

''Third. In the stocks or bonds of any State in the Union that 
has not within ten years previous to making such investmenti:!, 
by such corporation, defaulted in the payment of any part of either 
principal or interest of any debt authorized by any legislature of 
such State to be contracted. 

''Fourth. In the stocks or bonds of any city, county, town or 
village of any State of the United States, issued pursuant to the 
authority of any law of the State, or in any interest-bearing ob­
ligation issued by the city or county in which such bank shall be 
situated. 

"Fifth. In the bonds and mortgages of unencumbered improved 
real estate in this State.'' · 

• This fixes the legal investments for trustees of savings banks of the 
money deposited therein and the list has never been enlarged. ' 

The bill now under consideration proposes to add to the securities 
in which trustees or directors of savings banks may invest the money 
of the bank "interest-bearing bonds of any corporation or individual 
secured by mortgage on unencumbered real estate situated in this 
State, which may be either a single bond secured by a mortgage, or one 
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or more bonds of an issue of bonds secured by mortgage or deed of 
trust to a trustee for the equal ben~fit of all bondholders." 

it has become the practice, especially in .the larger cities of this 
Commonwealth, for a group of men to buy real e~tate, put the title 
in the name of a straw man, have him mortgage the property for all 
it will bear, issue a series of bonds and sell them to the public. .After 
this is done the title to the property is generally conveyed to the real 
owners. Rarely, if ever, does one purchaser of such honds secure 
enough to control the mortgage. With. the depreciation or the' 'real 
estate and a forced sale of the mortgaged property there is great danger 
of the bondholders suffering a loss. It is not clear that such invest­
ments should be added· to those in which trustees of 'a· savh:i.gs lfaiik 
may legally invest the funds of the bank. 

The act of May 8, 1907, P. L. 189, provides for the creatiOn ·and 
maintenance of a reserve fund in all banks,. banking companies; sa\fin~s 
banks and savings institut~ons. St!-ch reserve fund shall pe at least 
15% of the aggregate of all its immediate demand liabilities. OneLthird 
of any part thereof may con:;iist of bonds of ~he United St~tes *! * * or 
"bonds which now or hereafter may be authorized by law as fogal in­
vestments for savings 'banks or savings institutions .in Pennsylvania." 

If the bill is approved, bonds of a series issued under a mortgage 
· as above set :forth become· legal as part ·Of th.e reserve f11nd bf banking 
institutions. Such bonds are not the safest and best for a reserve :fund. 

The Department of Bankirtg is opposed to the bill· as a dangerous 
pie·ce of legislation. 

For these reasons the bill is not appro'Ved. 

No; 65.· 

.AN ACT. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

To further amend a part of section two of th,e act, approved the twentY-);llnth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred' and seventy-four (Pamphlet Laws, 
seventy-three), entitled "An iict to 'Provlqe for tlie lncorooratlon .and regul::i.tilon 
of certain corpor::i.tions," ·providing for the Incorporation of associations f01' "the 
purpose of encouraging and":riromotlng Improvement In the breeding,.. :ri:r.eservatloh. 
exhibiting, and protection of all domesticated anlm::i.ls ; and by collecting and 
disseminating facts and Information relative thereto to members and the public. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the :first part of section two of 
the act, approved the twenty-ninth day of .April, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-four (Pamphlet Laws, seventy-three), entitletl 
".An' act to provide' for the incorporation and regulation 6f cer:tain 
corporations,"' which was last amended by sectio;n ?ne of tP,e ·a~t', .'~.t>­
pr'oved the fifteenth day. of July-, ·one thousand eight huudreQ. ' a:nd 
ninety-seven (Pamphlet Laws, two hundred .. and' eig~ty-three), entitl~d 
'''.An act to amend the second section of an act, e'ntitled' '.An act to 
provide for the incorporation and regulation of certain cotporations, 
approved the twenty-ninth' day of .April, one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-four; providing for the incorporation, of associations for 
receiving and holding property, real and ,personal, of and :for unin­
corporated religious, benevolent, charitable, educational, and mission­
ary societies and associations, and executing trusts thereof," 'is hereby 
further amended to read as :follows : ' 
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Section. ·2. The purposes for which the said corporation may be 
formed shall be as follows, and shall be divided into two classes: 

Corporations Not for Profit. 

The first class those for 
I. The support of public worship; 
II. The support of any benevolent, charitable, educational, or mis­

sionary undertaking; 
III. The support of any literary, medical, or scientific undertaking, 

library associations, or the promotiO'D. of music, painting, or other 
fine· arts : 

IV. The encouragement of agriculture and horticulture; · 
V. The maintenance of public and private .parks, and of facilities 

for skating, boating, trotting, and other innocent or athletic sports, 
including clubs for such purposes, and for the preservation of gaiue 
and fish: 

VI. The maintenance of a club for social enjoyments; 
VII. The maintenance of a public or private cemetery; 
VIII. The erection of halls for public or private purposes ; 
IX. The maintenance of a society for beneficial or protective pur­

poses to its members from funds collected therein; 
· :X. The support of fire engine, hook and ladder, hose, or other 

compalJ,ies for the control of fire; 
XI. For the. encouragement and prot~ction of trade and commerce; 
XII. .For the formation and maintenance of military organizations; 
XIII. For the maintenance of a society for the improvement of 

the streets and public places in any city; borough or township in this 
Commonwealth; 

XIV. For receiving and holding property, real and personal, of 
and for unincorporated religious, beneficial, charitable, educational, 
and missionary societies and associations, and executing trusts thereof; 

XV. For the encouraging and promoting improvement in the breed­
ing, preservation, exhibiting and protection of all aomesticated animals; 
and by collecting and disseminating facts and information relative 
thereto to members and the public. 

Each of the said corporations may hold real estate to an amount the 
clear yearly value or income whereof shall not exceed [twenty] :fifty 
thousand dollars. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrieburg, May 12, 1925, 

I :file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, Senate Bill No. 203, entitled "An act to further 
ai;nen<l a part of section two of the act, approved the twen.ty-:pinth day 
of April, one thousand eight lj,undred and seventy-four (Pamphlet 
Laws, seventy-three), entitled 'An act to provide for the incorporation 
and regulation of certain corporations,' providing for the incorpora­
tion. of associations for the purpose of encouraging and promoting im­
provement in the breeding, preservation, exhibiting and protection of · 
all domesticated animals; and by collecting and disseminating facts 
and information relative thereto to members and the public.'' 

The purpose of this bill in amending Section 2 of the act of April 
29, 1874, P. L. 73, to provide for the incorporation of associations for 

': 
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the purpose of promoting the breeding, preservationi exhibiting and 
protection of domesticated animals, is entirely proper. 

Unfortunately in drafting this amendment paragraph 9 of section 
2 of the act of April 29, 1874, was retained identically as it was orig­
inally written, notwithstanding the fact that this paragraph of section 
2 was repealed by the act of May 20, 1921, P. L. 916, in so far as it 
applies to the incorporation of societies for the purpose of tra:nsaet­
ing any class of insurance. 

It would, in my opinion, be a mistake to restore the right to in­
corporate heneficial associations with the right to transact an insur­
ance business; and while the present bill might not be construed to 
have this effect, I am unwilling to approve a bill which could possibly 
lend any color to ·a belief that associations of this charact~r may again 
be incorporated. · 

For this reason the bill is nQt approved. 
GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 66. 

AN ACT 
To amend section ten of an act, approved the twenty-seventh day of ;rune. one 

thousand eight hundred and ninety-five (Pamphlet Laws, four hundred and three), 
entitled "An act creating the office of county controller in counties of this Comm.on­
wealth containing one hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants and over, prescrib­
ing his duties, and abolishing the office of county auditor In said counties," by 
changing the amount at which contracts must be advertised in counties! of the 
.second, third, fourth and fifth classes. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section ten of an: act, aproved 
the twenty-seventh day of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-five (Pamphlet Laws, four hundred. and three), entitled "An 
act creating the office of county controller in counties of this Com­
monwealth containing one hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants 
and over, prescribing his duties, and abolishing the office of county 
auditor in said counties,'' is hereby amended to read as follows : 

Section 10. That from and after the passage of this act all contracts 
made by the commissioners of [said county] counties of the second, 
third, fourth and fifth classes involving an expenditure exceeding one 
hundred dollars shall be in writing, and shall, immediately after their 
execution, be filed with the controller; but no contract shall be made, 
nor the payment thereof certified by the controller, for over [one] two 
hundred dollars, unless when made with the lowest and best bidder, 
after due notice to he published by the controller, when directed by 
the commissioners, if he approve the purpose of the proposals invited; 
all bids to be received by the controller, under seal, and to be in his 
presence opened by the commissioners, and the contracts awarded, of 
which awards the controller shall keep a record, and he shall certify 
no warrants for contracts not made agreeably thereto. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary 0£ the Commonwealth, 
• with my objections, House Bill No. 51, entitled "An act to amend sec-



tion ten of an act, approved the twenty-seventh day of June, one thou­
sand eight hundred and ninety-five (Pamphlet Laws, four hundred a~d 
three), entitled , '.An act creating the· office of county controller m 

· counties of this Commonwealth cO'D.taining one hundred and fifty thou­
sand inhabitants and over, prescribing. his duties and, abolishing the 
office of county· auditor ·in 'said counties,' by changing the amount at 
which contracts must be advertised in counties of the second, third, 
fourth and fifth classes. '' . 
· This :bill would give to county commissioners in counties of the 

second to fifth classes inclusive the right to make contracts involving 
an expenditure of tw.o hundred dollars or less, without competitive 
bidding after due public advertising. . . 

.At present all contracts .involving one hundred dollars ·or less must 
be awarded to the lowest and best bidder, after published notice. · 

No reason has ,heen brought to my attention which justifies a change 
in the law as co'ntemplated by this bill. Competitive bidding should 
be required in connection with all contracts made by county commis­
sioners, excepting only purchases involving a nominal amount of 
money. The present one hundred dollar exemption is adequate to 
enable s:rµall purchases of an emergency nature ·to be made without 
formality or delay. · 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

No'. 67 . 

.AN .ACT 

GIFFORD PINCHO',r. 

To ai:nend section one of the act, approved the fifth day of .Tuly, one th01,isand nino 
hundred and seventeen (l?lamphlet Laws, six .hundred eighty-four), entitled "An 
act fixing tho pay of election officers," as amended, Increasing the compensation 
of electiol). officers, lnspector1 and clerks, except, in counties of the first class .. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c.; That section one of the act, approved 
the fifth day of July, one thousand nine hundred and seventeen 
(Pamphlet Laws, six hundred eighty-four), entitled ".An act fixing 
the pay of election officers," which was amen'ded by the act, approved 
the eighth' day of May, one th6usand ·nine hundred and nineteen (Pam­
phlet Laws, one hundred and :fifteen), entitled ''.An act to amend an 
act, approved the fifth day of July; one thousand nine hundred seven­
teen (Pamphlet Laws, six hundred eighty-four), entitled ''.An act fixing 
the pay of election officers,' and also clerks appointed by the inspect­
ors/' is hereby further· amended to read as follows: 

$ectio:n 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the minimum pay of all judges 
of ele.ction, inspectors, an~ clerks appointed by inspectors, except in 
counties of the first class, is hereby :fixed at :five dollars per day. In 
any such election district in which more than two hundred and :fifty 
ballots are cast at any election; each judge, inspector, and clerk shall 
be paid [one dollar] two dollars for each one hundred ballots or frac­
tional part thereof cast after the first two hundred and fifty ballots, 
in addition to the minimum pay herein provided for. 



Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1340, entitled ''An act to amend 
section one of the act, approved the fifth day of July, one thousand 
nine hundred and seventeen.(Pamphlet TJaws, six hundred eighty-four), 
entitled '.An act fixing the pay of election officers,' as amended, in­
creasing the compensation of election officers, inspectors and clerks, 
e:x;cept in counties of the first class." 

This bill would fix the compensation of judges of election, inspectors 
and clerks appointed by inspectors, except in counties of the :first 
class. The rate would be a minimum of five dollars per day, with an 

' aaditional two dollars per day (instead of one dollar as at present)' 
for each one hundred or fraction of one hundred ballots in excess of the 
:first two hundred ballots cast in the election district. 

I favor the adequate compensation of election officers, but am op­
posed to a rate df pay per diem based on the number of ballots cast. 
There should be a fiat rate of compensation for all persons doing the 
same quality of work in the counties to which the bill applies. I am, 
therefore, unwilling to lend my support to the present method of :fix, 
ing the rate of pay by approving an increase in the excess payment 
for each hundred ballots or fraction thereof in excess of the first two 
hundred . 

.Another reason for disapproving the present bill is that I have al­
ready approved Senate Bill No. 378, which fixes the compensation of' 
election officers and clerks in counties of the second class at fiat rates 
inconsistent with the rates which would apply under the present bill . 
.As the two bills are irreconcilably inconsistent, the present bill if ap­
proved later than Senate Bill No. 378 would impliedly repeal it. I 
am unwilling to permit such a result to be brought about. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

No. 68 . 

.AN .ACT 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

Making an appropriation to carry out the provisions of an act, approved, the twentY­
fifth day of July, one thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, 
one thousand one hundred and ninety-five), entitled "Ali act for the encourage­
ment of agrloulture and the holding of agricultural exhibitions; providinn- State 
aid for certain ag'rlcultural associations and regulating the payment· thereof." 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of one hundred and 
·twenty-five thousand dollars ($125,000), or so much thereof as may 
be necessary is hereby specifically' appropriated for the two fiscalolyears 
beginning June first, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five, to 
carry out the provisions of an act, approved the twenty-fifth day of 
July, one thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet T.iaws, one 
thousand one hundred and ninety-five), entitled ".An act for the en­
couragement of agriculture and the holding of agricultural exhibitions; 
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providing State aid £or certain agricultural associations, and regu-
lating the payment thereof.'' . 

Section 2. No payment shall be made under this act except £or 
exhibits of live-stock live-stock products, horticultural products, cereals, 
bees and bee produ~ts, basketry, laces, embroideries, and other han~i­
work or fancy work; and the Secretary of Agriculture shall supervise 
all claims for payme•nts from said appropriation. . 

All associations requesting State aid shall report all expenditures 
£or agricultural exhibits, as specified in the preceding paragraph, to 
the Secretary of Agriculture, on blank forms furnished by him. Such 
reports shall be attested and acknowledged by affidavit by the presi­
dent and secretary of each association, and shall be filed with the 
Secretary of Agriculture on or before the fifteenth day .of November 
of each year for approval. Reports approved by the Secretary . of 
Agriculture shall be transmitted to the Auditor General for payment as 
provided by law. 

' 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1089, entitled "An act making- an 
appropriation to carry out the provisions of an act, approved the 
twenty-fifth day of July, one thousand nine hundred and seventeen 
(Pamphlet Laws, one thousand one hundred and ninety-five), entitled 
'An a.ct for the encouragement of agriculture and the holding of agri­
cultural exhibitions; providing State aid £or certain agricultural asso­
ciations, and regulating the payment thereof." 

This bill would make an appropriation of one hundred and twenty­
five thousand dollars ($125,000) to provide State aid for agricultural 
exhibitions to be paid to the agricultural associations upon request of 
the Secretary of Agriculture. I'll the Budget submitted to the Legis­
lature an appropriation was recomme,nded for the same amount. But 
the appropriation which I recommended contained the following lan­
guage: 

''On condition that the Secretary of Agriculture shall certify as 
to every such agricultural association for payment to which out 
of this appropriation the Secretary of .Agriculture shall draw a 
requisition that after inspection or other investigation he is satis­
fied that neither gambling or other illegal or immoral practices 
were permitted at or in conjunction with the fair of such agri­
cultural association.'' 

The appropriation thus worded passed both houses of the General 
. .Assembly. · It was eliminated in conference, and later the present bill 
was passed. It omits the language which would require fair associ­
ations in order to receive State aid to see to it that gambling and other 

. illegal and immoral practices be not permitted at or in conjunction 
with their respective fairs. 

My insistence that any appropriation for the aid of county fairs 
must be made with this conditiO'n attached was generally lmown to 
members of the l'.iegislature. It was known to the officers of the Asso­
ciation of Agricultural Fairs, . and fi.O was my statement that without 
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this clause I would veto the appropriation. Its omission was a chal­
lenge which I accept without hesitation. 

I am not opposed to State-aid for county fairs, but I am unreservedly 
opposed to gambling and other illegal and immoral practices at such 
fairs. I will not approve an appropriation which would require the· 
Secretary of Agriculture to issue his requisition for the aid of a fair 
whiqh is not conducted along clean lines. 

For these reasons the hill is not approved. 
GIFFORD PINCFIOT. 

No. 69. 

AN ACT 
Providing for the Jlcenslng and registration by the Dental Council of certain 

persons to practice dentistry. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That any person who has been actu­
ally engaged in practising dentistry within this Commonwealth for a 
period of at least ten years or more prior to the fifth day of 1\'.fay, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one, and is of good moral character 
may, upon the furnishing of proper affidavits by such person and after 
due investigation of the qualifications of such person by the State 
Dental Council and Examining Board, be licensed as a dentist by the 
said State Dental Council and Exami•ning Board. Such licensing shall 
be effected upon the payment of a fee of twenty-five dollars and there­
upon the State Dental Council and Examining Board shall issue to 
such dentist a license to practice dentistry in the same manner as 
such licenses are issued to persons who have successfully passed exam. 
inations conducted by the said board. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, . 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, Senate Bill No. 1038, entitled "An act providing 
for the licensing and registration by the Dental Council of certain per-
sons to· practice dentistry." , 

The intention of this bill is to allow such dentists as the State Dental 
Council and Examining Board find to be qualified in other respects to be 
licensed, if they have practiced dentistry in the State of Pen.nsylvania 
for ten years prior to May 5, 1921, and are qualified but are unable 
to pass the examination required of all other applicants. Moreover, by 
an inadvertance the title of the bill is defective, since it refers to the 
"Dental Council," whil~ the body of the bill refers to the "State 
Dental Council and Examining Board.'' 

I see no reason why dentists unable to pass the regular examination 
established for the protection of our people should be permitted to prac­
tice. Besides this, the Pennsylvania State Dental Society and the 
State Dental Council and Examining Board both urge that the bill be 
vetoed because they have substantial fears that its enactment would 
lower the standard of dental education and competence in Pennsyl­
vania. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 
GIFFORD PINCFIOr.r. 
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No. 70 . 

.AN ACT 
Making an apprcipriation to the trustees of the Western Penitentiary for the 

erection of a new building, to be used for the execution of condemned criminals, 
upon the grounds of the Western Penitentiary, irt Centre County; and providing 
f-0r its isola.tlon from other buildings, 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That there is specifically appropriated 
to the trustees of the Western Penitentiary the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars ($100,000), or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
for the erection of an appropriate building on the grounds of the new 
Western Penitentiary, in Centre County, and the construction therein 
of such electrical apparatus, machinery, and appliances as may be 
suitable and sufficient for the execution of condemned criminals in 
the manner provided by law. 

Section 2. The building for the construction of which the said ap­
propriation is hereby made shall be constructed on said grounds at a 
place at least one thousand feet from any other building, and upon its 
completion shall be .used exclusively for the execution of such con­
demned criminals. 

Section 3. The trustees of said Western Penitentiary shall at no time 
hereafter erect any other building or buildings for any purposes what­
soever within a distance of one thousand yards from the building, the 
construction of which is hereinbefore provided. 

Section 4. The said building shall be erected in the same manner 
and subject to the same powers as now exercised by the said boarrl in 
the erection of other buildings. 

Commonwealth of Penmiylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, 1\Iay 12, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, IIouse Bill No. 1444, entitled "An act making an 
appropriation to the trustees of the Western Penitentiary for the 
erection of a new building to be used for the execution of conc1emneil 
criminals upon the grounds of the Western Penitentiary· in Centre 
County and providing for its isolation from other lmildings.'' 

This bill would appropriate one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) 
for the erection of a new death house at the WeBtern State Penitentiary 
at Rock.view. It· would :further provide that the death house erected 
with the funds thus appropriated must be constructed at a place at 
least onJ thousand feet from any other building and after the erection 
of the death house it would be unlawful for the. Board of Trustees of 
the Western State Penitentiary to erect any other buildings for any 

. purpose whatsoever within a distance of one thousand yards o:f the new 
death house. 

The present location of the death house at the Western State Peni. 
tentiary was never intended to be permanent. To remove the death 
house to a new location can, however, be accomplished without the 
passage of a special act of Assembly. ' 

The present bill is objectionable because to place the death house 
one thousand feet from the present buildings and buildings already 
planned would create an excessively difficult administrative problem. 
The building would be so far away from the point of central admin­
istration that it would be necessary either to surround it with a very 
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· expensive wall or to maintain an unnecessarily large personnel for its 
protection. The death house can be segregated from the other build­
ings of the penitentiary without removing it one thousand feet from 
any buildings present or prospective. . 

Even more objectionable is the requirement that upon the erection 
of a new death house no other building can be erected within three 
thousand feet thereof for any purpose whatsoever. This would mean 
that there could be no structures of any kind within a radius of half 
a mile of the death house. There is no necessity for such a provision in 
the law. · • 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

No. 71 . 

.AN .A.CT 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

Authorizing the Department of J:Ilgh•ways to make repairs to and provide f0<r the 
construction and maintenance of roads and highways in 'Wlashington Crossing 
P.ar'lr, and making an appropriation therefor. 

Section 1'. Be it enacted, . &c., That the sum of one hundred and 
twenty thousand dollars ($120,000), or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, is hereby specifically appropriated to the Washington Cross­
fog Park Commission for the payment of the cost of such repairs, con­
struction, and maintenance of roads and highways within the limits 
of said Washington Crossing Park as .may be designated by the Wash­
ington Crossing Park Commission of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl­
vania, said repairs, construction, and maintenance to be made by the 
force of and with the equipment of the Department of Highways. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, Sena~e Bill No. 248, entitled "An act authorizing 
the Department of Highways to make repairs to and provide for the 
construction and maintenance of roads and highways in Washington 
Crossing Park, and maldng an appropriation therefor." 

This bill appropriates one hundred and twenty thousand dollars 
($120,000) to the Washington Crossing Park Commission for the im­
provement of the roads in Washington Crossing Park. 

I am thoroughly in sympathy with the purpose of this measure and 
relq.ctantly withhold mY' approval because I am advised that the esti­
mated revenues of the Commonwealth for the forthcoming biennium do 
not warrant approval of this appropriation. This item was not in, 
eluded in the Budget estimates submitted to the Legislature. 

For these ·reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 
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No. 72 . 

.AN ACT 
Making an appropriation to the Department of Agriculture for the purpose of 

paying deficiencies salaries dul'ling the two fiscal years ending June first, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-three. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of two hundred and 
:fifty dollars ($250), or so much thereof as may be nec~ssary, is hereby 
specifically appropriated to the Department of Agriculture for the 
purpose of paying deficiencie$ salaries in the Bureau of Plant Industry, 
Department of Agriculture, earned during the two fiscal years ending 
June first, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-three. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1397, entitled "An act making an 
appropriation to the Department of Agriculture for the purpose of 
paying deficiencies salaries during the two fiscal years ending June 
first, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-three.'' 

This bill would appropriate two hundred and fifty dollars ( $250) to 
the Department of Agriculture for the purpose of paying deficiencies in 
salaries in the Bureau of Plant Industry earned during the biennium 
which ended June 1, 1923. 

The Department of Agriculture iS unwilling to recognize the salary 
claim to pay which this bill w~s introduced. Prior to the present 
administration a certain employe of the Department of Agriculture 
was requested to do a specific piece of work for which he could not be 
paid during the then current biennium. However, he was promised by 
one of his superiors that.he would he placed upon the pay roll of the 
Department during the present biennium and would receive pay with­
out being obliged to do any work. 

Under no circumstances could· I lend my support to such an arrange­
ment. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 
GIFFORD PINCIIOT. 

No. 73. 

AN ACT 

Validating certain elections of counties, cities, borough, townships, school cllstrlcts. 
and other Incorporated districts held pursuant to the provisions of an act, approved 
the twentieth day of April{ one thousan<l eight hundred and seventy-four (Pam­
phlet Laws, sixty-five){ ent peel "An act to regulate the manner of Increasing the 
lnclebtedness of miun clrpalrtles, to .provide for the ·redemlJltion of the same, 
and to lmpose J?enalties for the lllegal Increase thereof," ancl the amendments 
thereto, and vahclatlng bonds Issued or authorized to be Issued In pursuance of 
such election,. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That all elections heretofore held by 
any school district of the third class within this Commonwealth to in­
crease its indebtedness under the provisions of an act, approved the 
twentieth day of April, one thousa•nd eight hundred and seventy-four 
(Pamphlet Laws, sixty-five), entitled "An act to regulate the manner. 
of increasing the indebtedness of municipalities, to provide for the re-



demption of the same, and to impose penalties for the illegal increllile 
thereof," and under the acts amendatory thereof, where the majority 
of votes required by law cast at such election was in favor of the pro­
posed increase of indebtedness, be and the same are hereby ratified, 
confirmed, and made valid, notwithstanding the fact that the authorities 
of the said county, city, borough, township, school district, or other in­
corporated district either did not, or by separate and independent 
action did not, prior to the resolution or vote in pursuance of which 
notice of election was given to the electors, signify their desire for such 
increase of indebtedness or did not, in the words of the act and amend­
ments and supplements aforesaid authorizing such increase, signify 
desire for such increase of indebtedness, and notwithstanding any 
defect or informality in the manner of holding or giving notice of 
such election; and notwithstanding the fact that the printed handbills 
giving notice of such elections were posted for a petiod of only twenty­
eight days prior to the date of such elections. All of the bonds, se­
curities, and obligations issued or to be issued in pursuance of every 
such election are hereby made valid binding obligations of every such 
county, city, borough, township, school district, or other incorporated 
district, provided all the other requirements of the law concerning such 
elections and issue of bonds have been compUed with'.. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 511, entitled "An act validating · 
certain elections of counties, cities, boroughs, townships, school dis­
tricts, and other incorporated districts, held pursuant to the provi­
sions of an act, approved the twentieth day of .A.pril, one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-four (Pamphlet Laws, sixty-five), entitled 
'An act to regulate the manner of increasing the indebtedness of 
municipalities, to provide for the redemption of the same and to impose 
penalties for the illegal increase thereof,' and the amendments thereto, 
and validating bonds issued or authorized to be issued in pursuance 
of such election.'' · 

This bill is almost identical with Act No. 41 of the recent session of 
the General Assembly, which was approved by me on March 21, 1925. 
In substance the present bill would add nothing whatever to Act No. 41. 

For this reason the bill is not approved. 
GIFFORD PINCHO'r. 

No. 74. 

ANA.CT 
To amend section two of nn a.ct, approved the twenty-fifth day of May, one 

thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, one thousand one 
hundred and fifty-nine), entitled "An act authorizing certain corporations to 
Issue preferred or common stocl;: of one or more classes; providing for thr. 
manner of issuance, reRtrictlons and regulations. In the manner of voting thereof, 
and the rights and privileges of the holders thereof; validating certain acts of 
corporations not •participated In by the holders of non-voting stoclt; and repeal­
ing all acts and parts of acts inconsistent therewith." 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section two of an act, approved 
the twenty-fifth day of May, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-one 
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(Pamphlet Laws, one thousand one hundred and fifty-nine), entitled 
. ''An act authorizing certain corporations to issue preferred or common 

stock of one or more classes; providing for the manner of issuance, 
restrictions and regulations in the manner of voting hereof, and the 
rights and privileges of the holders thereof; validating certain acts of 
corporations not participated in by the holders of non-voting stock, 
and repealing all acts and parts of acts inconsistent therewith,'' is 
hereby amended to read as follows : . 

Section 2. This act shall not apply to the following classes -0f cor­
porations, namely: Building and loan associations, insurance, [and] 
banking, and trust companies; and such companies as are required by 
the provisions of an act, approved the twenty-ninth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-four (Pamphlet Laws, seventy­
three), entitled ''An act to provide for the incorporation and regu­
lation of certain corporations,'' and supplements thereto, to have their 
charters approved by the courts of common pleas. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 515, entitled'' An act to amend sec­
tion two of an act, approved the twenty-fifth day of May, one thousand 
nine hundred and twe:pty-one (Pamphlet Laws, one thousand one hun­
dred and fifty-nine), entitled 'An act authorizing certain corporations 
to issue preferred or common stock of one or more classes, providing for 
the manner of issuance, restrictions and regulations in the manner of 
voting thereof, and the rights and privileges of the holders thereof, 
validating certain acts of corporations not participated in by the holders 
of non-voting stock, and repealing al1 acts and parts of acts inconsist­
ent therewith.' '' 

The bill purports to amend section two of the act of May 25, 1921, 
P. L. 1059. An examination of that section of the act shows that 
the bill does not amend it, but on the contrary, the bill and the act are 
identically the same in their language and terms. . 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 
GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 75. 

AN ACT 
To further amend section twE'llty-one of an act, apip,rO'Ved the seventh day of June, 

one thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, four •hundred three), 
entitled "An act relating to the form, execution, revocation, ia.nd Interpretation of 
wills, to nuncupatlve wills, to the appointment of testamentary gua1·dlans, to 
spendthrift trusts, to forfeiture of devise or legacy in case of mur<ler of testator. 
to elect.Ions to take under or against wllls, and to the recording and registering of 
such e.Jectlons, and of decro;-es rel'ative thereto and the fees therefor," by preventing 

' the disinheriting of natural children under the age of si:deen YeM's. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section twenty-one of the act, 
approved the seventh day of June, one thousand nine hundred and 
seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, four hundred three), entitled "An act re­
lating to the form, execution, revocation, and interpretation of wills, 
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to nuncupative wills, to the appointment of testamentary guardians, 
to spendthrift trusts, to forfeiture of devise or legacy in case of murder 
of testator, to elections to take under or against wills, and to the re­
cording and registering of such. elections and of decrees relative thereto 
and to the fees therefor," which was amended by' the act, approved 
the twentieth day of May, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-one 
(Pamphlet Laws, nine hundred thirty-seven), ".An act to amend sec­
tion twenty-one of an act, approved the seventh day of June, one 
thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, four hundred 
and three), entitled '.An act relating to the form, execution, and in­
terpretation of wills, to nuncupative wills, to the appointment of 
testamentary guardians, to spendthrift trusts, to forfeiture of devise 
or legacy in case of murder of testator, to elections to take under or 
against wills, and to the recording and registering of such elections 
and of decrees relative thereto and to the fees therefor,' '' is hereby 
further amended to read as follows : 

Section 21. When any person, male or female, shall make a last 
will and testament and afterwards shall marry or shall have a child 
or children, either by birth or by ad9ption, not provided for in such 
will, and shall die leaving a surviving spouse and such child or chil­
dren or either a surviving spouse or such child or children, although 
such child or children be born after the death of th~ir father, every 
such person so far as shall regard the surviving spouse or child or 
children born or adopted after the making of the will, shall be deemed 
and construed to die intestate and 'such surviving spouse, child, or 
children shall be entitled to such purparts, shares, and dividends 
of the estate, real and personal, of the deceased, as if such person had 
actually died without any will. 

When any person, male or female, shall make a last will and testa. 
ment, and shall thereby disinherit any natural child or children under 
the age of sixteen years or bequeath to them less than such child or 
children would ba entitled to receive should such person die intestate, 
and shall die leaving such natural 'child or children under the age of 
sixteen years, every such person so far as shall regard such child or 
children under the age of sixteen years disinherited by such will or 
hequeathed less than it or they would have received had such person 
died intestate, shall be deemed and construed to die intestate, and 
such surviving child or children shall be entitled to such purparts, 
shares, and dividends of the estate, real and personal, of the deceased 
as if such person had actually died without any will: Provided, how. 
ever, That nothing hereinbefore contained shall prohibit any testator 
from leaving his or her entire estate to his or her spouse if such spouse 
is also the natural parent of any child or children of the testator under 
the age of sixteen years living at the time of the death of the testator .. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, 1925. 

I :file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1491, entitled ".An act to further 
amend section twenty-one of an act, approved the seventh day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, four hun­
dred three), entitled '.An act relating to the form, execution, revoca­
tion and interpretation of wills, to nuncupative wills, to the appoint-
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ment of testamentary guardians, to spendthrift trusts, to forfeiture of 
devise or legacy in case of murder of testator, to elections tq take under 
or against wills, and to the recording and registering ~f such electi?ns 
and of decrees relative thereto and the fees therefor, by preventmg 
the disinheriting of natural children under the age of sixteen years.'' 

This bill, if approved, would mark the adoption of an entirely new 
policy as far as concerns the right of citizens of this Commonwealth to 
dispose .of their property by will. It would in effect prevent any person 
from disposing of his property by will without giving· to his children 
under the age or sixteen years at the time of his death at least those 
shares of his estate which such children would take under the intestate 
laws. 

At the present time the law limits the right of persons to dispose of 
their property by will only to the extent of providing that a survivjng 
spouse may take such part of the estate as she or he would be entitled 
to receive under the intestate laws, notwithstanding a contrary provi­
sion in the will, and by further providing that if the will does not 
make provision for after-born children, such children shall be entitled 
to the shares of the estate which they would have received if the testa­
t-Or or testatrix had died intestate. 

This bill,. if approved, would apparently render it impossible for a 
parent to dispose of his estate in trust for the benefit of his children 
i:mder the age of sixteen years ; and it would prevent persons, even 
though of great wealth, from making any testamentary gifts to charity 
if survived by children all of whom were under the age of sixteen 
years. .In addition the bill is unskilfully drafted in that it applies 
to "natural" children,-an expression which would require judicial 
construction before its meaning could be definitely known. 

For a revolutionary measure of this kind, I can discover no justifica­
tion .. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

No. 76 . 

.AN .ACT 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

To amend section one of an act, approved the first .day of May, one thousand nine 
hundred aI)d twenty-three (Pamphlet La.ws, one hundred f·ourteen), entitled "An 
act prohibiting the location ·by citl.es of ·the, third class of city ~)risons -0r lock-ups 
close to .public school bu!ldlngs." . 
Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section one of the act of .Assem­

'bly, approved the first day of May, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-three (Pamphlet Laws, one hundred fourteen), entitled ''An 
act prohibiting the location by cities of the third cla.css of city prisons 
or lock-ups close to public school buildings,'' is hereby amended to 
read as follows : 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &e., That it shall be unlawful for any 
city of the third class to erect or construct a city prison or loek-up, or to 
use any. existing building r or loek-up for the first time] as a lock-up 
except the munieipal building or city hall in which the office of the 
mayor of said city may be located, which will be or is located within 
five hundred feet of any publie sehool building. 
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, · 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1525, entitled "An act to amend 
section one of an act, approved the first day of May, one thousand nine 
hundred and twenty-three (Pamphlet Laws, one hundred fourteen), 
entitled 'An act prohibiting the location by cities of the third class 
of city prisons or lock-ups close to public school buildings.' "· 

This bill amends section one of the act of May 1, 1923, which is an 
act in relation to the location by cities of the third class of city prisons 
or lock-ups close to city school buildings. 

The Department of Public Welfare is interested in this bill and 
writes about it as follows: 

"We know of no need for this bill. We recently took care of the 
situation at Hazleton which this bill was intended to cover, and they 
are :fixing up their lock-up in the city hall or courthouse." 

As the bill was for the purpose of taking care of one matter, and 
as that matter has been attended to, there is no need for the bill. 

For these reasons the . bill is not approved. 
GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 77. 

AN ACT 

To '8Jlllend section one of the act, aIJ<Proved ;the seventh dayt of July, one thousand 
nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, .seven hundred and twenty-five), 
entitled "An act ·authorizing tlie appoin.tment of 1nterpreters in each county of this 
Commpnwealth, and providing fo.r <their compensation." 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section one of the act, ap­
proved the seventh day of July, one thousand nine hundred and nine­
teen (Pamphlet Laws, seven hundred and twenty-five), entitled "An 
act authorizing the appointment . of interpreters in each county of 
this Commonwealth, and providing for their compensation," is hereby 
amended to read as follows : 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the court of common pleas of 
each county is authorized to employ such number of interpreters and 
in such languages as the court may deem necessary for the proper 
transaction of its business. Such interpreters may be removed by the 
court at any time. Any interpreter so appointed shall, when required, 
act as interpreter in any court of the county, and shall receive out of 
the county treasury such annual or per diem compensation as the ap­
pointing court shall :fix: Provided, That in counties containing a popu­
lation of one million two hundred thousand inhabitants and over, the 
salary paid interpreters shall not exceed [two] three thousand five hun­
dred dollars nor be less than two thousand five hundred dollars· per 
annum for each interpreter. Before assuming the duties of the office, 
each interpreter shall take and subscribe the oath preserihed in the 
Constitution of this Commonwealth, 
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1167, entitled ".A.n a~t to amend 
section one of the act, approved the seventh day of July, one thousand 
nine hundre(J. and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, seven hundred and twenty­
:fi.ve), entitled 'An act authorizing the appointment of interpreters in 
each_ county of this Commonwealth and providing for their compensa­
ticm.' '' 

The act of July 7, 1919, authorizes the court of common pleas of 
each county to employ such interpreters as it shall deem necessary 
to be paid by the county ''such annual or per diem compensation as the 
appointing court shall fix, with a maximum salary in counties contain­
ing a population of one million two hundred thousand inhabitants 
and over of not more than two thousand five hundred dollars for any 
individual interpreter." 
· This bill amends that act by increasing such maximum compensation 

in said counties to three thousand five hundred dollars, and adding 
the proviso, limited also to such counties, that such minimum salary shall 
not be less than two thousand five hundred dollars per annum. 

It may be proper to increase this maximum salary, but the minimum 
provision is objectionable. The act clearly contemplates the appoint­
ment of (1) interpreters who shall give their whole time to such work 
or shall at least have a continuing employment subject to call when 
needed and who shall receive an annual salary; (2) interpreters who 
shall be used from to time as occasion requires, or be used under special 
circumstances for a limited time and who shall be paid on a per diem 
basis. 

It is not clear that this minimum salar.y provision relates to this 
first class of interpreters only. Its application to the second class would 
in many cases make the compensation of those within that class un­
nece~sarily high and in effect defeat the provision for their appoint­
ment. 

In addition to the above objections, I see no reason why it should 
be assumed that the court, in which is placed discretionary power to 
fix such compensation within the maximum limit, would fix a salary 
below two thousand five hundred dollars if such amount were not ade­
quate ·compensation for the services rendered. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCIIOT. 

No. 78. 

AN ACT 
Authorizing district attorneys in countleR of the sixth class to appoint county 

detective·s; defining •their powers a.nd duties; fixing their salaries ; nnd providing 
for the payment of such salaries and .the expenses of such detectives from the 
county treasury. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That in all counties of the sixth class 
the district attorney of the county shall have power to appoint a county 
detective-said appointment to be approved by the court of quarter 

11 
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sessions-who shall receive an annual salary of not less than one thou­
sand two hundred dollars ( $1,200), and shall also receive his actual and 
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of his duties. Such 
salary and the expenses of the county detective shall be paid out of 
the county treasury in the usual manner. 

Section 2. The county detective herein provided for shall hold his 
position during the term of the district attorney appointing him and 
shall be removable at his discretion. Such county detective shall have, 
possess, and exercise all of the rights and powers conferred by existing 
law upon constables so fat as such laws relate to crimes and criminal 
p:i;ocedure, and shall when requested by the district attorney make an 
investigation and endeavor to obtain such evidence as may be required 
in any criminal case. He shall also perform such other duties as the 
district attorney may direct. , 

Section 'S. .All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, 1925. 

I :file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1276, entitled ".An act authorizing 
district attorneys in counties of the sixth class to appoint county detec­
tives, defining their powers and duties, fixing their salaries and provid­
ing for the payment of such salaries and the expenses of such detectives 
from the county treasury.'' 

This bill reduces the authorized number of county detectives in 
counties of the sixth class. .At present the act of July 7, 1919, permits 
the appointment of one or more such detectives in counties of this class. 
The present bill would permit only one county detective be appointed. 

I am unwilling to approve a measure which would tend, as this bill 
would, to hamper district attorneys in counties of the sixth or any other 
class in the performance of their duties. Under existing law, if dis~ 
trict attorneys in sixth class counties require the services of but one 
county detective only one need be appointed. If, on the other hand, 
their work requires more than one county detective they have the power 
to appoint the necessary number of such detectives. This is as it should 
be. The present bill would be a step backward. 

For this reason the bill is not approved. 

No. 79 . 

.AN ACT 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

To am.end section two of an act, approved the eighteenth <lay of March, one 
thousand nine hundred and nine (Pamphlet Laws, forty-two), entitled "An act 
relnUng to surety of the .peace, and defining N10 procedw·e in such cases," regulat­
ing the imposition of costs and t11e return. of oases to court in certain cases. 

Section 1. Be. it enacted, &c., That section two of an act, approved 
the eighteenth day of March, one thousand nine hundred and nine 
(Pamphlet Laws, forty-two), entitled "An act relating to surety of 
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the peace, and defining the procedure in such cases,'' is hereby amended 
to read as follows : 

Section 2. In all eases in which the evidence does not show that the 
threats were maliciously made by the defendant and with the intent 
to do harm, and that the prosecutor is actually in danger of being 
hurt in body or estate, it shall be the duty of the justice, alderman, 
or magistrate before whoni the charge shall be brought to discharge 
the defendant [ 1i:nd to determine how and by whom the costs shall 
be paid, and in determining the question of the payment of the costs 
he may find, that the prosecutor pay them all, that the defendant pay 
them all, or that the prosecutor and the defendant pay them in equal 
or unequal proportions; and, in default of payment, may commit the 
person or persons adjudged to pay the costs to the county jail until 
they are paid, or until such person is discharged according to law) 
and place the costs 1lpOn the prosecutor J and in def auit 'Of pa.yment 
may commit the person or persons adjitdged to pay the costs to the 
county jai'l 1intil they are paid or until such person is discharged ac­
cording -to law; and if the evidence does show that thei threats were 
maliciously made by the defendant a.nd with the inte.nt to do harm and, 
that the prosec1ttor is acfaally in danger of being hurt in body or 
estate it shall be the didy of the justice of the peace, aldermari,, or magis­
trate before whom the charge shall be brought to hold the defendant 
under bail for the next session of the coiwt of quarter se·ssions. In no 
case shall the costs be placed, 1ipon the county by the alderman, justice 
of the peace, or niaaistrafo. 

Section 2. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May' 12, 1925, 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 124, entitled ''An act to amend 
section two of an act, approved the eighteenth day of March, one thou­
sand nine hundred and nine (Pamphlet Laws, forty-two), entitled 'An 
act relating to surety of the p!'laee and defining the procedure in such 
eases,' regulating the imposition of costs and the return of cases to 
court in certain eases.'' 

This bill amends the act of March 18, 1909, relating to the procedure 
in surety of the peace cases, as follows : . 

(1) Eliminates the provision authorizing the magistrate, in case 
he discharges the defendant, to place all or part of the costs on the 
defendant. This is unobjectionable, but unnecessary because it has. 
been held unconstitutional to .authorize a magistrate so to do. Common· 
wealth v. Bossler, 29 Dist. Rep. 171. 

(2) Adds the provision that if the magistrate finds the charge to 
be well founded he shall hold the defendant under bail for the next 
term of court. This also is unobjectionable, but unnecessary because it 
is so provided by section 6, of the Crimes Act of 1860, which provi­
sion is in force. 

(3) Directs that th~ magistrate shall not, in any ease, place the 
costs on the county. 

I believe that this last provision is unwise. As long as magistrates 
and constables are on a fee basis they are entitled to the legal costs for 
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the work done. While the receipt by them of complaints without 
merit is to be discouraged, yet their compensation,-the right to re­
ceive costs,-must not depend upon their determination of a cause. If 
the complaint is without merit the defendant should be discharged 
and the costs be placed on the prosecutor. That is the present law, 
which provides, however, that if the prosecutor is unable to pay the 
costs, they shall be paid by the county. Were this provision of the 

. law to be changed so that ·under no circumstances could costs be col­
lected from the county if the defendant be discharged, magistrates 
might yield to the temptation to hold innocent defendants to court 
and thus insure the payment of their costs by the county. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

No. 80 . 

.A.N .A.CT. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

To amend section one ·of the act, approved the seventeenth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, eight hundred sixty-three), 
entitled "An act to amend an act, rupiproved the twenty-fourth day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty-seven (Pamphlet Laws, one hundred eighty­
two), entitled 'An act to authorize the councils of the cities of the first class of the 
Commonwealth to apiproprlate annually a ,sum not exceeding five hundred dollars 
fo.r .the tiupport .and maintenance of each company< of the National Guard using 
and occupying an ·armory building, room, or quarters within suid cities, in addition 
to the annual appropriation by the Legi·slature,' fixing the amounts which may be 
wppropriated by cities of the first, second, and third classes, to companies, troops, 
and similar units of the National GuaTd, and extending the provisions of said 
act to counties," authorizing cities and counties to malte appr-0.priations for units 
and divisions of UnJted States Naval Reserve officers. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section one of the act, approved 
the seventeenth day of May, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-one 
(Pamphlet Laws, eight hundred sixty-three), entitled "An act to 
amend an act, approved the twenty-fourth day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty-seven (Pamphlet Laws, one hundred eighty­
two), entitled 'An act to authorize the councils of the cities of the 
first class of the Commonwealth to appr9priate annually a sum not 
exceeding five hundred dollars for the support and maintenance of 
each company of the National Guard using and occupying an armory 
building, room, or quarters, within said cities, in addition to the annual 
appropriation by the Legislature, fixing the amounts which may be ap­
propriated by cities of the first, second and third classes to companies, 
troops, and· similar units of the National Guard, and extending the 
provisions of said act to counties," is hereby amended to read as follows: 
. Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the councils of the cities of the 
first, second, and third classes, and the county commissioners of the 
several counties of this Commonwealth, be and they are hereby re-

1 spectively authorized to appropriate. from any moneys in their re­
spective treasuries not otherwise appropriated annually a sum not ex­
ceeding seven hundred and fifty dollars for the support and mainten­
ance of any dismounted company or similar unit of the National Guard, 
a sum not exceeding seven hundred and fifty dollars for the support 
a'nd maintenance of any unit or division of United States Naval 
Reserve officers, and a sum not to exceed :fifteen hundred dollars £or 
the support and maintenance of any mounted or motorized troop or 
similar unit of the National Guard using and occupying an armory 
building, rooms, or quarters, within the limits of such city or county. 
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 12, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
\vith my objections, House Bill No. 1456, entitled'' .An act to amend sec· 
tion one of the act, approved the seventeenth day of May, one thou­
sand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, eight hundred 
sixty-three), entitled "An act to amend an act, approved the twenty­
fourth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-seven 
(Pamphlet Laws, one hundred eighty-two), entitled '.A.n act to author­
ize the councils of the cities of the first class of the Commonwealth to 
appropriate annually a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars for 
the support and maintenance of each company of the National Guard 
using and occupying an armory building, room, or quarters, within 
said cities, in addition to the annual appropriation by the Legislature,' 
fixing the amounts which may be appropriated by cities of the first, 
second, and third classes, to companies, troops, and similar units of 
the National Guard, and extending the provisions of said act to coun­
ties,'' authorizing cities and counties to make appropriations for units 
and divisions of United States Naval Reserve officers." 

.A.t the present time section one of the act of May 17, 1921 (P. L. 
863), permits the councils of cities of the first and third classes and the 
county ·commissioners of the several counties to appro,priate a sum 
not exceeding seven hundred fifty dollars ($750) annually for the 
support and maintenance of any dismounted company or similar unit 
of the National Guard of Pennsylvania. This bill would permit simi­
lar appropriations to be made for the support and maintenance of any 
unit or division of United States Naval Reserve officers. 

The United States Naval Reserve is entirely under the control of 
the Federal Government and has no connection whatever with the Na­

. tional Guard of Pennsylvania or any other military force of this State. 
There is, therefore, no good reason why the municipalities and coun­
ties of this Commonwealth should appropriate money for the support. 
and maintenance of units or divisions of United States Naval Reserve 
officers. 

My view that this bill should not be approved is shared by the De­
partment of Military .Affairs of this Commonwealth. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

No. 81 . 

.A.NA.CT 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

Making nn ap'J.)ropriation1 to the School of Horticulture for Women, at Amblar, 
, Pennsylvania. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of three thousand dol~ 
lars ($3,000), or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby spe­
cifically appropriated to the School of Horticulture for Women, at 
Ambler, Pennsylvania, for the two1 fiscal years beginning June first, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty.five, for the purpose of main­
tenance; to be paid according to law. 
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May. 13, · 1925. 

I :file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, Senate Bill No. 185, entitled ''An act :ma]ring an 
appropriation to the School of Horticulture for Women, at Ambler, 
Pennsylvania." · 

This bill would make an appropriation to the School of Horticulture 
for Women at .A.mbler. 

The State Council of Educatioh has adopted as a settled policy for 
this State that there should be no extensions of State aid to higher 
educational institutions or other specialized schools which have not 
heretofore received it. This is a policy which I believe to he sound and 
to which I am satisfied that the Commonwealth should adhere.' 

The School of Horticulture for Women, at .A.mbler, has not here. 
tofore received State aid, and under the policy of the State Council 
of Education is, therefore, not eligible to receive it. I am satisfied 
that it.does excellent work, and I veto this appropriation with regret. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

No. 82 . 

.A.N .A.CT 

GIFFORD PINCHO'r. 

• To au.thorlze the formation .of a county ;planning commission In counties of the third, 
fourth, and fifth <:lasses In the Commonwealth:. prescribing dts ,powers and duties; 
and ··authorizing the county commissioners to malce applt'a<prlatlons and to acquire 
property. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c.; That the county commissioners of 
any county of the third, fourth, ·or .fifth classes in this Commonwealth 
shall have the power to appoint a county planning commission. · 

Said commission shall be composed of :five members, who shall serve 
without compensation. 

The necessary expenses of the commission· shall be paid by the county 
in which the commission is appointed. The planning commission shall 
have authority to employ such engineering advisors and employes as 
may be necessary and approved by the county commissioners. 

Section 2. The duties of this commission shall he to lay out the 
definite plan for the future de:velopments of highways, water supplies, 
sewerage systems, parks, et cetera, of the counties in question. 

Section 3. If any sueh plans are developed the commission shall 
recommend to the county commissioners and the various municipali­
ties concerned their respective parts in said scheme of development, 
and the recommendations of the commission may be adopted by the 
municipalities concerned. . . 

Section 4. The county planning commission shall also have power, 
with the approval of the county commissioners, to establish highway's, 
highway widths, water supply project, sewerage disposal, sewer lines, 
parks,· and parkways, before and after the construction and reconstruc­
tion or improvement of the same : Provided, however, That no highway 
shall exceed the maximum width :fixed by the law for public roads. 

Section 5. Whenever the planning commission shall establish any 
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such project they shall cause a description and plans to be made, 
showing the location, lines and dimensions of said project. Thereupon 
such descriptions and plans shall be recorded in the office of the Re­
corder of Deeds of said county in a separate book kept for such a 
purpose, which shall be furnished to the Recorder of Deeds by the 
county commissioners at the expense of the county. 

Section 6. No owners or occupiers of lands, buildings, or improve­
ments shall erect any building or make any improvements within the 
limits of the State highway or the project which has been established 
and recorded as provided in this section, and i£ any such erection or 
improvement shall be made no allowance shall be had therefor by the 
assessment of damages. 

Section 7. The county commissioners are hereby autho;rized \to 
appropriate sums necessary for the expense of the county planning com­
mission. 

Section 8. The county commissioners are hereby authorized to 
acquire property by purchase or condemnation in order to carry out 
the plans of the county planning commission, and to make appropria­
tions for such purposes. 

" 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 13, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, Senate Bill No. 906, entitled "An act to authorize 
the formation of a county planning commission in counties of the third, 
fourth and fifth classes in the . Commonwealth; .prescribing its powers 
and duties, and authorizing the county commissioners to make appro­
priations and to acquire property." 

The purpose of this bill in providing for the creation of planning 
commissions in certain counties to lay out definite plans for the future 
development of highways, sewerage systems, water supplies and parks 
is excellent, particularly in the case of. suburban districts of some of 
our large cities. 
• Unfortunately, however, this bill, in addition to providing that the . 

county planning commission shall have power, with the approval of 
the county commissioners, to establish highways and highway widths, 
does not make it clear that the present powers of the Department of 
Highways shall not. be adversely affected. I am advised that it would 
be very doubtful whether the Departmen.t of. Highways would have the 
right, if this bill were· approved, to establish the width and lines of 
State highways in counties to which the bill applies without conforming 
to the lines established .by the planning commission and approved by 
the county commissioners. This would seriously interfere with the 
work of the .Department .of Highways. , · 

F.or these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCI-IOT. 
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No. 83. 

A JOINT RESOLUTION 
Constituting a commission to investigate and study the question· of power and the 

·development, operation, and regulation thereof, and to make report thereon; 
prescriWng the powers and duties of said commission: and malting an .aP<PrO'Pil'iation. 

WHEREAS, . There have been a multiplieity of bills introduced into 
the Legislature dealing with the question of power and the develop­
ment and regulation thereof; and 

WHEREAS, The introduction of these bills has resulted in criticism 
of their provisions by engineers and power experts and there seems 
to be a difference of opinion on the subje~t between persons supposedly 
familiar with power development; and · 

WHEREAS, The question is of such vital import to the citizens of the 
Commonwealth and so seriously affects their rights .in and to the natural 
power and resources of the Commonwealth as to call, for the most care­
ful and intelligent consideration thereof; therefore, 

Section 1. Be it resolved, &c., That a power commission of. the Com­
monwealth of Pennsylvania is hereby constituted, consisting of nine citi­
zens of the Commonwealth, three of whom are to be appointed by the 
Governor, three by the President pro tempore of the Senate, and three 
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives to study and investigate 
the question of power, its development, operation, and regulation, to 
study the legislation now iw effect or proposed or introduced in this and 
other States; and for that purpose to obtain the opinion and criticism of 
competent engineers and electrical experts thereon and the views of 
all the contending interests therein; and to make a report of the 
results of their study and investigation to the General Assembly not 
later than February the first, one thousand nine hundred and twenty­
seven7 together with its recommendations as to what policy should be 
adopted by the Commonwealth for the utilization of its natural power 
and resources in the generation and distribution of electrical energy, 
and what legislation should be enacted in order to secure for the people 
of the Commonwealth the most beneficial and economical use of such 
natural powers and. resources; and it shall also submit with such report 
drafts of such legislation deemed necessary to carry its recommenda­
tions into effect . 

. Section 2. In making its investigations and report the ~ommission 
shall make use of all available information heretofore collected by• the 
Commonwealth and all other published or otherwise readily obtainable 
information within the scope of its inquiry. Every officer, department, 
commission, and other agency of the Commonwealth possessing such in­
formation shall furnish the same to the commission when and as it 
from time to time directs. . · 

Section 3. The said power commission is hereby authorized to sit at 
Harrisburg or elsewhere, to choose a chairman from among its own 
members, to employ a secretary and council and such other experts or 
assistants as may be needed to take testimony, to subpoena witnesses, 
and compel the production -0f books, documents, and papers, and· other­
wise have all the powers. of a legislative committee. The members of 
said power commission shall serve without compensation, but their 
necessary traveling expenses and hotel bills while actually attending to 
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the business of the power commission shall be considered part of the ex­
pense of said power commission. 

Section 4. The sum of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000), or so much 
thereof as ma:y be necessary, be and the same is hereby appropriated for 
the defraying of the expense of said power .commission; and the ex­
penses incurred by it under the provisions of this resolution to be paid 
by warrant of the Auditor General on the State Treasurer after requisi­
tion by the chairman of the commission. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 13, 1925. 
I file· herewith, in the office of the Secretary' of the Commonwealth, 

· with my objections, Senate Joint Resolution No.1160, entitled "A Joint 
Resolution constit:uting a Commission to investigate and study the ques­
tion of power arid the development, operation, and regulation thereof, 
and to make rep()rt thereon, prescribing the powers and duties of said 
Commission, and making an appropriation.'' 

To Pennsylvania above all other eastern States much has been given 
in power resources and in her strategic Keystone position in the north· 
eastern power zone now forming. Of her Government is required pro­
portionately strong leadership in the new economic age created by 
electricity. The Report of the Giant Power Survey Board met that. 
requirement in full measure. It has commanded attention throughout 
the nation 'and marks an epoch in the public relations of the new 
industry'. 
· This resolution is the only response of the General Assembly to the 
recommendations of that report. At a hearing on the nineteen Ad­
ministration Bills introduced to carry out the recommendations of the 
board's.report the attorney' £or the associated power companies declared 
that the companies opposed every one of the bills and every item in 
every bill. Among them was House Bill No. 1043 to create a permanent 
Giant Power Board in the Department of Forests and Waters, with the 
identical powers of investigation and report that the old board had. 
It was simply a proposal that the investigation and recommendation of 
a policy be continued under the same auspices and for the same 
purpose. 

The power companies defeated the bill and doubtless this substitute 
is entirely' satisfactory to tliem. It would create a new power commis­
sion of nine members, three appointed by the Governor, three by the 
President Pro Tempore of the Senate, and three by the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, with powers narrower than those of the 
old board, to investigate; .report and recommend legislation, This 
amounts to taking the leadership of State policy as to the most far­
reaching monopoly ever known out of the hands of good and faithful 
public servants who hav;e exercised it conspicuously well, and. putting 
it in unknown hands at the demand of the monopolists themselves. 

· Such a proposal can not be accepted. It is reduced to absurdity by 
the impossible requirement that the Commission shall report in Febru­
ary, nineteen twenty', which alone would make the resolution ineffective 
for any purpose and would amply justify a veto. I have, however, 
thought it proper to meet the issue; thus clumsily presented, upon its 
merits, 

For these reasons the resolution is not approved. 
' · GIFFORD PINOHOT. 
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No. 84 

AN ACT 
To establish as State highways certain sections of public road in the county ·of 

Merc'er. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That certain sections of public. road 
as follows: 

Beginning at the Angelo McCormick farm on'. the Clark's Mill and 
Sandy Lake road in the County of Mercer, and proceeding thence to 
the Borough of Stoneboro. 

Beginning at Moorefield 's Cemetery on State Highway Route Num­
ber Three Hundred and Twenty in the County of Mercer; thence in 
a southwesterly direction past Freebles Corners to the . Borough of 
Wheatland. 

Beginning at the railroad tracks west of the Borough of Wheatland 
and extending thence in a southwesterly direction to McBrides Cor­
ners, Mercer County, and thence in a westerly direction to the Pennsyl­
vania and Ohio State line. 

Beginning at the west end of the bridge crossing tl).e Shenango River 
at West Middlesex Borough, Mercer County, and extending thence in 
a westerly direction to McBrides Corners, shall be adopted by the 
Commonwealth as a State highway, to be constructed, maintained, and 
improved at the sole expense of the Commonwealth under the provisions 
of present or future law11 governing main State hig·hways. 

Section 2. The cost and ~xpense of the construction, maintenance, 
and improvement of the highways herein described shall be paid out 
of any moneys appropriated to the Department of Highways for the 
reconstruction, maintenance, and improvement of State highways. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 13, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, Senate Bill No. 1200, entitled" An act to establish 
as State highways certain sections of public road in the county of 
Mercer." 

'l'he provisions of this bill are the same as those of House Bill No. 
1676, each adding the same sections of road to the State highway 
system. House Bill No. 1676 having been approved, this bill is not 
approved. 

GIFFORD PINCHO'r. 

No. 85. 

AN ACT 
Making an appropriation to pay the claim· of W'llllrum Mccoach, Jr., against the 

Comltnonwe,alth of Pennsylvania for labor and materials heretofore furnished for 
the plumbing and drainage of certain building1S for the State Institution for 
Feeble-Minded of Eastern Penn.sylvanla, at Spring City. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of three thousand one 
hundred and forty-two dollars ($3,142) is hereby specifically appro­
priated to William l\foCoach, Jr., in payment of the claim of the said 
William McCoach, Jr., against the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for 
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labor and material heretofore furnished for the plum.bing and drain­
age of buildings erected for the State Institution for Feeble-Minded 
of Eastern Pennsylvania, at Spring City, Pennsylvania. 

Payments of the amount herein appropriated shall be made on war­
rant of the Auditor General on the State Treasurer upon due proof 
of the amount actually . due as provided in the contract upon which 
said claim arises. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 13, 1925 .. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my' objections, Senate Bill No. 101, entitled "An act making an 
appropriation to pay the claim of William McCoach, Jr., against the 
Co:tnmonwealth of Pennsylvania for labor and materials heretofore 
furnished for the plumbing and drainage of certain buildings for the 
State Institution for Feeble-Minded of Eastern Pennsylvania, at 
Spring City." 

This bill specifically appropriates the sum of $3142.00 to William 
McCoach, Jr., in settlement of a dispute for plumbing work under a 
contract with the State Institution for Feeble-Minded, at Spring City, 
now known as the Pennhurst State School. 

I am advised by the Department of Welfare that this dispute was 
submitted to an arbitrator and that a much smaller amount than that 
appropriated by this bill was found to be due the contractor. 

I do not believe it to be good policy, even though it may be legally 
unobjectionable, to adjust by special acts of Assembly claims against 
the Commonwealth arising under contracts. Adjustments of this char­
acter should be made by administrative boards or by some executive 
officer of the State Government under authority of general law. 

I am willing to make exceptions to this rule only in cases in 
which an officer or board of the State Government has investigated the 
claim and recommended payment thereof prior to my action on the 
appropriation bill. This is not such a case. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 

GIFFORD PINCH01r. 

No. 86. 

ANAOT 
To establish as a State I-Iighwny a certain section of publlei road In the couMy of 

Luzerne. . 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That a certain section of public road 
beginning on Parsonage Street at Hughestown Borough line, through 
Duryea Borough and Old Forge Borough, to the intersection at main 
State road to Scranton, about two miles, shall be adopted by the 
Comomwnealth as a State highway, to be constructed, maintained, and 
improved at the sole expense of the Commonwealth under the provi­
sions of present and ~uture laws governing main State highways. 

Section 2. The· cost and expense of the construction, maintenance, 
and improvement of the highway herein described shall be paid out 
of any moneys appropriated to the Department of Highways for the 
reconstruction, maintenance, and improvement of State highways. 

, 
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upon the question of revocation and after thirty days' notice of the 
time and place of said hearing and copy of the charges preferred have 
been given to the holder of the certificate. 

Section 11. The State Board of Examiners for the Registration 
of Osteopathic Nurses created by this act within tlie department of 
Public Instruction shall be and be deemed a departmental administra­
tive board within the said Department and shall be subject in all re­
spects to the laws of this Common-wealth limiting the powers of depart­
mental administrative boards with regard to the expenditure of money 
and prescribing the duties of departmental administrative boards with 
reference to the making of finangial reports the furnishing of financial 
and budgetal information to the department with which it is connected, 
and the making of biennial reports. 

Section 12. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the pro­
visions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Executive Chamber, 

Harrisburg, May 14, 1925. 

I file herewith, in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
with my objections, House Bill No. 1455, entitled "An act to provide 
for State registration of osteopathic nurses to establish in the Depart­
ment of Public Instruction a departmental admini.strative board to be 
known as the State Board of Examiners for the Registration of Osteo­
p::i.thic Nurses in connection therewith arid to provide penalties for the 
violation of certain provisions regarding registration." . 

This bill would create a new administrative board within the Depart­
ment of Public Instruction, to be known as the State Board of Examiners 
for the Registration of Osteopathic Nurses. This board would be 
mtthorized to register nurses trained in osteopathic hospitals and the 
nurses so regis~ered would be entitled to be sty'led and known as ''Regis­
tered Osteopathic Nurses." 

I am informed that there is in this State at the present time but one 
hospital in which nurses are trained who could qualify for examination 
by the proposed board; that this hospital, as at present equipped, could 
tra~n classes of no more than fifteen student nurses; and that there ·are 
only about twenty nurses in the State who could qualify immediately for 
r·1-g·istration. · 

Without expressing any views as to the wisdom of creating a separate 
hoard for the registration of osteopathic nurses, ·it seems to me that the 
(\numonwealth is not warranted in establishing a special board for the 
examination and licenslll'e of the graduates of but one Institution, par­
ticularly when the number of such graduates who could now be regis­
tered is so small. 

I understand further that the State Board of Examiners for the Regis­
tration of Nurses is willing to register osteopathic nurses who have re­
ceived two years' training in an osteopathic hospital which measures up 
to the Board's minimum standards, if such training is supplemented 
by one ;}',ear's affiliated training in a general hospital. I~ this proposal 
of the present board is workable, there would be no occasion for a sepa­
rate board for the registration of osteopathic nurses; and before finally 
concluding that it is not workable it should be given a trial. This has. 
I llllderstand, not actually been done. 

For these reasons the bill is not approved. 
GIFFORD PINCHOT. 


	00000001
	00000002
	00000003
	00000004
	00000005
	00000006
	00000007
	00000008
	00000009
	00000010
	00000011
	00000012
	00000013
	00000014
	00000015
	00000016
	00000017
	00000018
	00000019
	00000020
	00000021
	00000022
	00000023
	00000024
	00000025
	00000026
	00000027
	00000028
	00000029
	00000030
	00000031
	00000032
	00000033
	00000034
	00000035
	00000036
	00000037
	00000038
	00000039
	00000040
	00000041
	00000042
	00000043
	00000044
	00000045
	00000046
	00000047
	00000048
	00000049
	00000050
	00000051
	00000052
	00000053
	00000054
	00000055
	00000056
	00000057
	00000058
	00000059
	00000060
	00000061
	00000062
	00000063
	00000064
	00000065
	00000066
	00000067
	00000068
	00000069
	00000070
	00000071
	00000072
	00000073
	00000074
	00000075
	00000076
	00000077
	00000078
	00000079
	00000080
	00000081
	00000082
	00000083
	00000084
	00000085
	00000086
	00000087
	00000088
	00000089
	00000090
	00000091
	00000092
	00000093
	00000094
	00000095
	00000096
	00000097
	00000098
	00000099
	00000100
	00000001

