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approval by a duly authorized official inspection station, 
shall become effective with application for registration 
for the year one thousand nine hundred and thirty­
three, and thereafter. 

(b) All other provisions of this act shall be efl'ective 
immediately upon the approval of this Pct by the Gov­
ernor. 

APPROVED-The 22d day of June, A. D. 1931. 

GIFFORD PINCH.OT 

No. 264 

AN ACT 
To amwid the a<'t. approved thE> first day of May, one thousand 

ninE> hnndrE>d and tw<>nty-nine (Pamphlet Laws. one thou­
sand fhe), entitled "An net relating to and re;rnlating tract­
ors ann trailprs and th<>ir opPrntion: prO\-iding for their 
rP1!"i>:tration, and the licensing of certain operut(.Jrs by the 
DE>pa rfment of RP\-pnne upon payment of prescrihffi fees; 
prP>:c-rihing and limiting tl1e powf'r!-l of local authorltiPs to 
dPal with thP f.lnhjf'<'t mattf'r of thii< act: conferring powers 
and imposing dntiPs upon the Drpnrtrnent of Heveuue. the 
D<>pnrtnwnt of lli;!hways, peaC'e officers. mayors, burgesses, 
mniri>:trntes, aldermen. jmitices of the peaC'e. the courts and 
the clerks thereof. own<>rs of tractors and trailers: provid­
ing that rf'<·or<1s are admi>:1<ihle as evidence: imposing upon 
owners. counties, rities. borouirhs. incorporated towns. and 
townships, within the Commonwealth, liability for damages 
cansed hy the negl!gent operation of tractors and trallrrs; 
impo!<ing penalties: imposing certain costs upon counties; 
providing for the disposition of fines, forfeitures, fees. and 
mis<·PllanE>ous reeeipts: making an ap11ropriatlon: and pro­
viding for refunf!R," by further regulating the registration 
of traetors and trailers, their operation on the highway. and 
the Jlc·en~ing of operatorR: making eertain changes in fees; 
morl!fying penalties, and procedure for enforeemeut; and af­
fePting the powers. duties and rights of political suhdi­
'Vislons of the Commonwealth, and their otlkerl:!, the I>e­
partment of Highways, the Department of Uevenue, and 
the· courts. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the following defi­
nition appearing in section 102 of the act, approved 
the first day of May, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-nine (Pamphlet Laws, one thousand five), en­
titled ''An act relating to and regulating tractors and 
trailers and their operation; providing for their regis­
tration, and the licensing of certain operators by the 
Department of Revenue upon payment of prescribed 
fees: prescrihing and limiting the powers of local 
authorities to deal with the subject matter of this act; 
conferring powers and imposing duties upon the De­
partment of Revenue, the Department of Highways, 
peace officns. mayors, burgesses, magistrates, aldermen, 
justices of the peace, the courts and the clerks thereof, 
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owners of tractors and trailers; providing that records 
are admissible as evidence; imposing upon owners, 
counties, cities, boroughs, incorporated towns, and town­
ships, within the Commonwealth, liability for damages 
caused by the negligent operation of tractors and 
trailers; imposing penalties; imposing certain costs 
upon counties; providing for the disposition of fines, 
forefeitures, fees and miscellaneous receipts; making 
an appropriation; and providing for refunds,'' is here­
by amended to read as follows: 

"Tractor. "-Every vehicle of the tractor type which 
is self propelled, [equipped with metal-tired wheels or 
crawlers, operated or propelled by any form of engine, 
motor or mechanical power,] excepting power shovels, 
road rollers, concrete mixers, ditch diggers, [selfpro­
pelled engines which move or are operated upon or 
are guided by an immovable track, tractors,] or vehicles 
used exclitsively upon stationary rails or tracks. f Agri­
cultural implements such as grass mowers, binders, 
manure spreaders, hay loaders, hay rakes, grain drills, 
or potato planters, to be used exclusively by any per­
son upon the farm or farms he owns or operates, or 
upon highways connecting by the most direct route 
any farms or portions of farms under the single owner­
ship or operation of such person. J 

And the following new definition is hereby added: 
"Vehicle."-Every device in, upon, or by which any 

person or property is or may be transported or drawn, 
or which may draw devices upon a highway, excepting 
devices used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks. 

Section 2. That sections two hundred one, two hun­
dred two, two hundred three, two hundred eight, three 
hundred five, four hundred two, four hundred three, 
four hundred seven, five hundred two, five lrnndred six, 
five hundred eight, five hundred eleven, five hundred 
twelve, five hundred thirteen, six hundred two, six hun­
dred seven, six hundred eight, six hundred ten, seven 
hundred one, seven hundred two, seven hundred three, 
seven hundred four, seven hundred eight, and seven 
hundred twelve of said act are hereby amended to read 
as follows: 

Section 201. Registration of Tractors and Trailers 
Required.-Except as hereinafter provided, no tractor 
or trailer shall be operated or driven upon any high­
way of this Commonwealth until the said tractor or 
trailer shall have been registered with the department 
as hereinafter provided, and the registration plate that 
has been issued for the vehicle for the current year is 
received and displayed as required by this act. 

Tractors and trailers used exclusively by any person 
upon the farm or farms he owns or operates, or upon 
highways connecting by the most direct route any farms 
or portions of farms under the single ownership or 
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operation of such person, shall be exempt from regis­
tration. 

Penalty.-Any person violating any of the provisions 
of this section shall, upon summary conviction before 
a magistrate, be sentenced to pay a fine of ten ($10) 
dollars and costs of prosecution, and, in default of the 
payment thereof, shall undergo imprisonment for not 
more than five ( 5) days. 

Section 202. [Registrations,] Application for Regis­
tration and Duplicates.-[ and Renewals.-] 

(a) Application for registration of a tractor ror 
trailer 1 shall be made upon a form prescribed and fur­
nfahed by the department, and shall [be sworn to be­
fore a notary public or other officer empowered to ad­
minister oaths, and shall] contain the r achrnl or bona 
fide address and name of the owner, together with a 
brief description of the tractor, the name, l make, manu­
facturer's number, character of the motive power. rand 
the gross maximum 1 weiirht. r as given and certified to 
by the manufacturer 1 and rin the case of a trailer. the 
gross weight of the chassis and body, and also l such 
other information r description of the tractor or trailer 1 
as the r secretary l department may reciuii:e. 

Application for regi~tration of a trailer shal1 be made 
upon a form prescribed and fitrnished by the depart­
ment. and shall contain the make, and th.e rombined 
weight' of the r.ha.~si.~ and bnr7y. if so Mn.qfrurfer7. or 
the gross weight of the trailer excl11.~ive of the load to 
be trnnsported, anA. siwh other information as the de­
partment ma11 require. 

The appliration shall be sworn to before a notary 
public or other offirer empowered to nilminister oa.ths, 
and shall contain the f1tll name and the rrcfoaJ or bona 
fide a.ddre.<!.~ of the owner or owners. The anplication 
shall be siimed by the owner. if a natnral person. and, 
in the case where the owner is a corporHtfon, conartner­
ship, or association. hy an exec11tive offlrer therPnf. or 
some person specifically authorized by said corporation, 
conartnership, or association to sig"n the same. [and 
shall be accompanied by the fee provided in this act. l 

(b) Upon receipt of the application and the fee pro­
vided in this act, the secretary shall register the tractor 
or trailer therein described and the owner thereof in 
suitable books, or in index cards, maintaining suitable 
records of all registrations issued. 

( c) The secretary, upon registering a tractor or 
trailer, shall issue to the owner a registration card, 
which shall bear thereon the reg:istration number 
assi1rned to the owner and to the tractor or trailer, 
the name and address of the owner, also a description 
of the vehicle, and such other statement of facts as 
may be determined by the secretary. The owner, upon 
receiving the registration card, shall sign the usual sig· 
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nature or na\me of such owner with pen and ink in the 
SP.ace provided. 

( d) In the event of a lost, destroyed or illegible 
registration card, application shall be made to the de­
partment, within forty-eight ( 48) hours of the dis­
covery of the loss of sucb registration eard, for a 
duplicate registration card, upon a form furnished by 
the department, and accompanied by the fee provided 
in this act. Thereupon the department shall issue a 
duplicate registration card to the owner. 

(e) No owner or operator of a tractor or trailer 
shall be subject to a fine for the reason that registra­
tion card is missing, if the owner or operator makes 
affidavit that the same was lost or stolen within the 
period of twenty (20) days preceding, and that appli­
cation for new registration card was made within forty­
eight (48) hours as required in this section. 

(f) The registration card issued for a tractor or 
trailer required· to be registered shall, at all times while 
the vehicle is being operated upon a highway, be in 
the possession of the operator thereof or carried in the 
tractor or trailer. 

Penalty.-Any person. violating any of the tirovisions 
of subsections (e), (d) or, (f) of this sect~on shall, 
upon summary conviction b'efore a magistrate, be sen­
tenced to pay a fine Qf five ( $5) dollars and costs of 
prosecution, and, in default of the payment thereof, 
shall undergo imprisonment for not more than three 
(3) days. 

Section 203. Classification.-Tractors, for the pur­
poses of this act, shall be divided into two classes: 

(a) First class.-Tractors nsed exclusively for agri­
cultural purposes, road grading, well ddlling, and 
[transporting] transportation of s1tpplementary ma­
chinery and appliances. [which, when at rest, operate 
with their own power, and shall exclude tractors used 
for hauling of freight of any kind.] 

(b) Second class.-Trac_tors used for [freighting, 
which shall include] industrial purposes and for all 
hauling [upon the public J on any highway, r except­
ing] except such hauling as is specified -in subsection 
(a) of this section. 

Section 208. Transfer of Registratfon.-
( a) Upon transfer of fl}Vllership, or the destruction 

of any tractor or trailer the registration shall expire. 
(b) [Upon transfer of] When transferring registra­

tion from one r tractor or trailer] vehicle to another 
[tractor or trailer,] vehicle owned by the same person, 
application shall be made immediately, [to the depart­
ment.] upon a form prescribed and furnished by the 
department, f upon) with payment of the transfer fee 
as herein provided. f In this act, when the tractor or 
trailer is of equal or lower classification than that 
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originally registered, or upon payment of the transfer 
fee provided in this act and the difference between 
the fee originally paid and thp.t due, if the tractor or 
trailer be properly registered in a higher classification.] 

(c) The application shall [be sworn to before a 
notary public, or other officer empowered to administer 
oaths, and shall] contain the full name and the actual 
or bona fide address of the owner or owners, [together 
with the name, manufacturer's serial number, engine 
number, in the case of tractors the gross weight of the 
chassis as given and certified to by the manufacturer, 
in the case of trailers the gross weight of the chassis 
and body as given and certified to by the manufacturer, 
a-nd also such description of the tractor or trailer, in­
cluding lamps and other equipment, as the secretary 
shall require. The application] and shall be signed by 
the owner, if a natural person, and, in the cases where 
the owner is a corporation, copartnership or associa­
tion, by an executive officer thereof, or some person 
specifically authorized by said corporation, copartner­
ship or association to sign the same. 

( d) When a transfer of registration is made, the 
owner shall be given a transfer registration card, and 
new registration number, if transfer is made to another 
classification. 

( e) When a transfer of registration is made, after 
a vehicle has been regh;tered for ·the succeeding year, 
and the transfer application has been received and com­
pleted by th<' department prior to January first of isuch 
succeeding year, the transfer fee provided in this act 
shall not be required. 

Penalty.-Any person violating any of the provisions 
of subsection (b) of this section shall, upon summary 
conviction before a magistrate, be sentenced to pay a 
fine of ten ( $10) dollars and costs of prosecution, and, 
in default of the payment thereof, shall undergo im­
prisonment for not more than five ( 5) days. 

Section 305. Transfer of Registration Plate.-
( a) Upon the tram1fer of ownership, or destruction 

of any tractor or trailer, the owner shall remove the 
registration plate therefrom. 

( b) In the event of the transfer of registration 
plate to a tractor or trailer of the same classification 
as that originally registered, the owner shall be assigned 
the registration plate previously issued to him, unless 
such registrat:j,pn plate has been lost or destroyed. 

(c) If transfer of registration plate is from [one] 
tractor [or trailer] classification to [another tractor or J 
trailer classification, or from trailer classification to 
tractor classification, the owner shall be issued a new 
registration plate. Upon receipt of new registration 
plate, the original registration plate shall be returned 
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t<> the department immediately for cancellation, unless 
such registration plate has been destroyed or lost. 

Penalty.-Any person violating any of the provisions 
of subsections (a) or (b) of this section shall, upon 
summary conviction before a magistrate, be sentenced 
to pay a fine of ten ($10) dollars and costs of prosecu­
tion, and, in default of the payment thereof, shall 
undergo imprisonment for not more than five (5) days. 

Section 402. Persons Exempt from License.-
(a) Every person in the service of the Federal Gov­

ernment, when furnished with a driver's permit, and 
when operating an official tractor in such service, shall 
be exempt from operator's license under this act. 

(b) Every person operating a tractor, not required 
to have registration under this act, shall be exempt 
from operator's license under this act. 

(c) Every person licensed as an operator of motor 
vehicles. 

Section 403. Persons Not to be Lice:nsed.-The sec­
retary may, in his discretion, refuse to issue an 
operator's license to any applicant because of lack of 
physical or mental ability, or of prior improper conduct 
in the operation of a motor vehicle or tractor. [or who 
is under the age of sixteen (16) years.] 

Section 407. Operator's License.-[ Cards] 
(a) The department shall issue to every person li­

censed as an operator an opeJ.·ator's license card. 
( b) Every such operator's license card shall bear 

thereon the operator's license number, the name, [resi­
dence,] address, and such other information as may 
be required, also a space for the signature of the li­
censee. 

Section 502. Trailers.-Trailers, [whether] equipped 
with pneumatic [cushion rubber,) or solid rubber or 
cushion riibber tires approved by the Secretary of High­
ways, shall be divided into seven (7) classes, and the 
fee for annual registration of such [trailer,) trailers, 
in each of the respective classes, based on the [gross] 
combined weight of chassis and body, if so constructed. 
or the gross weight of the trailer excl'usive of the load 
to be transported, [as given and certified to by the 
manufacturer,] shall be as follows: 
Two-Wheeled 
Class 

Trailer 
Weight {of Trailer] 

in Pounds 

Fee 
Tire Equipment 

Pneu-
matic Oushion Solid 

A .. Less than 1000, •...•..•... ~· ....•.•• $5.00 $6.00 $8.00 
B .. 1000 and over, but> less than 2000, . . . . • 8.00 10.00 1.5.00 
C .. 2000 and over, but less than 3000, ...... 15 00 20.00 2.5.00 
D .. 3000 and over, but letis than 4000, ..... 25.00 80.00 85.00 
E . .4000 and over, but less than 5000, ..... 30.00 40.00 50.00 
F .. 5000 and over, but less than 6000, . . . . • 45.00 60.00 75.00 
G .. 6000 and over, ..........•.........•. 75.00 85.00 100.00 
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Trailer Pee 
Weight in Pounds Tire Equipment 

Pneu-
matic Oushi<lia Solid 

A .• Less than 1000, ..................... $5.00 $6.00 $8.00 
B .• 1000 and over, but less than 2000, 8.00 10.00 15.00 
0 . . 2000 and over, but less than 3000, 15.00 20.00 25.00 
D •• 3000 and over, but less than 4000, 25.00 S0.00 35.00 
E . . 4000 and over, but less than 5000, 30.00 40.00 50.00 
F . . 5000 and over, but less than 6000, • . • • • 45.00 60.00 7 5.00 
G •. 6000 and over, .••••••••••••..••••••• 75.00 85.00 100.00 

8W. Wheeled (S Aa:les) Trailer li'H 
Olasa Weight in Pounds Tire Equipment 

Pneumatic Oushifm /Solid 
AZ • • Less than 3000, • • • .. • .. • • • .. • • • $40.00 $4(>.00 $50.00 
JJZ •• 3000 and over, but leBB than 4000, 45.00 50.00 60.00 
OZ •• 4000 a11d over, but les11 than f>OOO, 50.00 60.00 70.00 
DZ •• 51JOO and over, but leH than 60UO, 60.00 75.00 90.00 
EZ • • IJOOO a11d over, but le1111 than iouu, 7 5.00 100.00 lit5.00 
l<'Z • • 7000 a11d over, but le1111 than 90UU, 85.UO 110.00 135.00 
GZ 9000 aml over, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 100.00 125.00 150.00 

*Section 506. Operator's Licenses; Duplicate Reg­
istration or Operator's License Card.-

( a) The fee for issuing an operator's license shall 
be two ($~.OU) dollars. 

(b) The fee for a duplicate operator's license card, 
or duplicate registration card, shall be fifty (50) cents. 

Section 508. Transferring Registration.-The fee for 
transfer of registration shall be two ($2.00) dollars, 
when tractor or trailer is of equal or less lhorsepower 
or] classification than that originally registered, or, 
upon payment of a fee ~of two ($~) dollars and the dif­
ference between the fee originally paid and that due, 
if the tractor or trailer be properly registerable in a 
higher classification. 

Section 511. Special Hauling Permits.-The fee for 
a special hauling permit shall be five ($5) dollars and 
two ($0.02) cents per ton of tW10 thousand {2000} 
pounds, or fraction thereof, of gross weight of vehicle 
and load for each mite, or fraction there,pf, of length 
of haul, payable to the authorities issuing such permit. 

Section 512. Exemptions from Fees.-
(a) No fee shall be charged for the registration of 

tractors and trailers owned and used by (a) the Fed­
eral Government, (b) any State other than Pennsylva­
nia which issues registrations to this Commonwealth 
without charge, (c) the Commonwealth of Pennsyl­
vania, ( d) any city, borough, incorporated town, town­
ship, county, po.or or school district of the Common­
wealth, (e) hospital, or any duly authorized volunteer 
fire force; but ail such vehicles, except those owned and 
used by the Federal G-Overnment, shall be registered 

• This section is a reenactment of the original section of the 
act of May 1st, 1929 (P. L. ltlU5), without change. AIJ proposed 
amendatory matter was eliminated in the passage of the bill. 
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and shall display registration plates as this act providel!l 
for privately owned tractors and trailers. 

(b) [No fee shall be charged for operator's licenses 
issued to employes of this Commonwealth engaged in 
the operation of tractors owned by this Commonwealth.] 

[ ( c)] No fee shall b.e reql!ired for :replacement or 
substitution of registration card, registration plate or 
operator's license, when satisfactory proof is furnished 
the secretary of loss of same in the mails. 

[ (d)] (c) No fee shall be charged for certified copy, 
or certified photostat copy, of any department record 

. furnished to Federal, State, county, or municipal au­
thorities. 

L (e)] ( d) No fee shall be charged for special h1,ml­
ing permits issued to this Commonwealth or any city, 
borough, incorpwated town, township, eounty, poor or 
school district, of this Commonwealth. 

[ (f)] ( e) No fee shall be required .£or transfer of 
registration for the succeeding year, when such trans­
fer has been received and completed by the department 
prior to J.anuary first of such succeeding year. 

Section 513. No Other Taxes or F.ees to be lmposed.­
[The fees herein set forth shall be in lieu of any other 
fees or taxes to be imposed by this Commonwealth, or 
any subdivision thereof, and no) No city, borough, in­
corporated town, township or county shall re.quire or 
collect any registration or operato'I''s license fee or tax 
for any tractor, trailer or license from any operator 
thereof. 

Section 602. [Wheels] Cleats, Guide Bands, [Et 
Cetera.) Grousers, Chains, and Tires.- · 

(a) [A steam tractor shall not be operated upon any 
highway equipped with cleats less than one (1) inch 
in width at the surface at the point of contact with 
the highway, nor more than two (2) inches in height; 
all other tractors shall not be .operated upon highways 
equipped with cleats less than three-eights ( 3/8) inch 
in width or more than one-half (1/2) inch in width at 
the surface at the point of contact with the highway, or 
more than two (2) inches in height. The front or guid­
ing wheels sha'11 be equipped with guide bands not less 
than two (2) inches in width nor more than one aHd 
one-half (1%) inches in height.] It shaU be unlaw­
ful for any pers.on to operate or move, or for the owner 
to ca1ise or knowingly perm,it to be moved, on any high­
way, any tractor or trailer which is not so constructed or 
equipped as required in fhis act. 

(b) [The drivers or driving wheels of all tractors of 
the second class may be smooth-faced, or with flat cleats 
not less than two and one-half (2%) inches wide at 
point of contact with the highway, and not over two (2) 
inches high. When placed diagQI1'1llly across the entire 



SESSION OF 1931. 

face of the driver, or when placed in two (2) sections 
similar to the letter "V," the cleats shall not be spaced 
over nine (9) inches apart from the center to center 
meas,ured at right angles to the cleats. When the cleats 
are placed on the drivers in two (2) sectims, known as 
the standard type of cleat, they shall not be spaced over 
fifteen (15) inches apart from center to center meas­
ured at right angles to the cleats.] Tractors, except cat­
erpillar or crawler type, shall not be used or operated 
on any highway with cleats or gu.ide bands, which come 
in contact with the highway, of greater height or '1f, 
lesser width than the size or measurement specified for 
the several classes and gross weights as fallows: 

Cleats 
Gross Weight Maaiimum Minimum 

Olaas in Pounds Height Width 
lat. Less than 12000 2 Inches % Inch 

12000 and 01•er 2 Inches 1 Inch 
2nd. Less than "lfiOO 2 Inches 1 Inch 

"1500 and over, but 

Guide Bandit 
Maaiimum 

Height 
11h In-ekes 
1¥.i lnchea 
1% IncheB 

Minimum 
Width 

2 Inches 
214 Inches 
2 Inches 

less than 12000 2 I~chea 1% Inches 1¥.i Inches 2 Inches 
12()()0 and over 2 Inches 2 Inches 1% Inche11 214 Inches 

(c) [No bolthead!';, nuts, or rivet heads shall be al­
lowed to project either on the guide wheels or on the 
drivers; and ice picks or spuds projecting beyond the 
clea,ts shall be prohibited, except on roads which are not 
macadamized or •paved.] When cleats are placed diag­
onally across the face of .the driving surf ace, or when 
placed in two ( 2) sections similar to the letter "V," the 
cleats shall not be spaced to exceed nine (9) inches apart 
from center ta center measttred at right angles to the 
cleats. When the clea.ts are placed on the driving sur­
f ace in two ( 2) sections, known as standard type of cleat 
mounting, the sections shall not be spaced to exceed 
seven and one-half (-7 1/2) inches apart from center to 
cente·r measured at right angles to the cleats. All cleats 
and guide bands shall have a flat surface with rounded 
edges. 

( d) [Th~ citerpilla.r or crawler type of tractor may 
be operated, with such modifications as the Secretary of 
Highways of this Commonwealth may prescribe, with 
cleats at right angles to the axis of the machine, five (5) 
or more cleats to be in ro<rd contact at the same time. 
The height of cleats must not be more than two (2) 
inches, and the base width not less than two and one­
half (2112) inches, and the point of contact with the 
highway to 'have eHher a flat surface equal to the base 
with rounded edges or a rounded surface with a radius 
of not less than one-half (112) inch. 

The provisions of this· act, as to cleats and guide 
bands, shall not apply to any tractor of the first class 
in use in this Commonwealth prior to January first, one 
thomumd nine hundred and twenty: 

Provided, however, That if upon examination of any 
tractor, requiring registration Qr exempt from registra-
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tion under this act, it is found that it is doing unusual 
damage, in the opinion of the Secretary of Hi~bways of 
this Commonwealth, the secretary shall have power to 
compel snob alterations as to him may seem expedient.] 
Tractors of the caterpillar or crawler type shall not be 
used or operated on any highway with cle<#s or grou.sers 
or guide banrls, which come in rontart with the highway, 
of greater height or lesser un'dfh than the size or meas­
urem6lnt specified for the several cla.sses and gross 
weights as follows: 

CleafR or Gro1Mers 
Gros.• Wei11ht .Ma.rim11m .lfinim11m 

alns.• in Pound.• Hri11ht Width 
I st. T,e.•!I thnn 7.500 2 Inches 1 Inch 

7-500 and 01•Pr. but 
leRR lhan 120fl0 2 fn.ches 1¥.z Tnrhr11 
12000 and over 2 fnchl's 2 Inches 

C/pnfR or Gron.•ers 
Gross Weight lllaJ'imum Minimum 

Class in Pounds Height Width 
2nd. Le.•s than 5000 2 Inches 1 Inch 

5000 and 01Jer. but 

Guide 11ands 
Jf11:rimum 2lfinim11m 

RPiyht Width 
11h Inches 2 Inches 

flh Tnche'B 
11h fnchl'S 

Guide 
Maximum 

Height 

2 Tnches 
214 Inches 
11ands 
Minimum 

Width 
11h Inches 2 Inches 

less than 75fl0 2 Inches 11h Inches 11h Inches 2 Inches 
7500 and over. but 

lns than 12000 2 fnchl's 2 Inrhes 11h Inches 2 Tnchl's 
12000 and over 2 lnchl'.s 21h lnchea 11h Inches 214 Inches 

Cleats or grou.~ers on caterpillar 01· rrawler type trac­
tor shall have a fiat s1irface with r01inded edges and 
shall be placed at right angles to the a.:cis of the tr-d.ctor, 
s-o arra.nged that five (.'i) or more rleots on earh traction 
snrfaiCe shall be in road ronfact at all time.~. The length 
of a cleat at the s11.rface. at the point of contact with the 
highway, shal7 not be les.~ than three-fo11.rths {3/4) the 
width of the tread or driving s1trfare. 

( e) No tractor, eqiiipped with bolt heads, litgs, 
nu.ts, ice picks or spuds, shall he opera.fed or moved 1ipon 
any highway with an imp1·oved sm·face, except where 
i.t is not possible to operate said tractor along the unim­
proved surface of the highway. 

(f) Every tractor or trailer equipped with rubber 
tires, moved on any highway, shall have rubber on its 
entire traction surface at least one ( 1) inch thick above 
the edge of the flange of the entire periphery. It shall 
be permissible to itse tire chains, consisting of not less 
than five ( 5) C!J"OSS chains, or which do not project more 
than one (1) inch upon the oittside surface of the periph­
ery of the wheel, on any tractor when required for 
safety because of snow, ice .. or other conditions tending 
to cmise a tractor to slide or skid. 

( g) The width of rubber tires, for tht: purpose of this 
act, shall be ascertained by mea.suring the width of tire 
at the base of channel or between the flanges of the 
metal rim, except pneumatic tires-the width of which 
shall be determined by measuring the grea,test width of 
tire casing. The width of metal tires or traction surface 
shall be determined by meas1trinq the width of contact 
of tire or tread with the road surf ace, 
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(h) The provisions of this act as to cleats and guide 
bands shall not apply to any tractor of the first class in 
use in this Commonwealth prior to the effective date of 
this section: 

Provided, however, That if, upon examination of any 
tract,or, requiring registration or exempt from registrar 
tion under this act, it is found that it is doing unusual 
damage, in the opinion of the Secretary of Highways of 
this Commonwealth, the secretatry shall have power to 
compel suoh alterations as to him may seem expedient. 

Penalty.-Any person violating any of the provisions 
o.f this section snall, upon sumlllary conviction before a 
magistrate for a first offense, be sentenced to pay a fine 
of twenty-five ($25) dollars and costs of prosecution, 
and, in default of the payment thereof, shall undergo 
imprisonment for not more than ten (10) days; and 
for the seBond offense, fifty ($!50) dollars and costs of 
prosecution, and, in default of the payment thereof, 
shall undergo imprisonment for not more than ten ( 10) 
days, and for the third and any subsequent ojf ense, 
thirty ( 30) days imprisonment and costs of prosecution. 

Section 607. Size of Vehicles and Load.-
( a) No tractor, except street sweeper, road grader, 

and snow removal equipment, shall exceed a total maxi­
mum width, including any load thereon, of one hundred 
and ten ( 110) inches. 

(b) No trailer, except fire department equipment, 
shall exceed a total maximum width, including load 
thereon, of ninety-six (96) inches, except that the limi­

M tations as to size of trailers in this act shall not apply 
to such vehicles loaded with hay or straw in bulk. 

( c) No tractor or trailer, except fire department 
equipment, shall exceed a total maximum length, includ­
ing load thereon, of three hundred and ninety-six (396) 
inches, and no combination of vehicles coupled together 
shall exceed a total maximum length of [eighty-five 
( 85)] seventy (70) feet. 

1. No tractor of the second class shall be operated 
upon any highway drawing or having attached thereto 
more than one (1) other vehicle. 

2. The draw-bar or other connection between a trac­
tor or trailer shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet in length 
from tractor to the trailer. Whenever the connection 
consists of a chain, rope, bar or cable, there shall be dis­
played upon such connection a flag not less than twelve 
(12) inches both in length and width. 

Penalty.-Any person violating any of the provisions 
of this section shall, upon summary conviction before 
a magistrate, be sentenced to pay a fine of ten ($10) 
dollars and costs of prosecution, and, in default of the 
payment thereof, shall undergo imprisonment for not 
more than five ( 5) days. 

Section 608. Weight of Tractor, Trailer and Load.-
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(a) Tractors shall not be operated or moved upon 
any highway with gross weight in exceS?l of twenty-eight 
thousand (28,000) pounds. 

(b) The width of tires on the wheels of tractors or 
trailers shall be sufficient so that, including the load on 
tlle tractor or trailer, the weight shall not be in excess 
of eight hundred (800) pounds on any wheel for each 
nominal inch of width of tire on each wheel. 

(c) Trailers shall not be operated or moved upon 
any highway with gross weight exceeding those speei­
fied for the several classes [and weights of chassis] as 
follows: 

Two-Wheeled Trailer. 
Class [Chassis] Weight in Pounds 
A .. LPss than 1000, •....•..•...........•... 
B .. 1000 an<l over, but hiss than 2000, .•..... 
C .. 2000 and over, hut less than 3000, .•..... 
D .. 3000 and over, but less than 4000, ...... . 
E . .4000 an<l over, but less than 5000, ...... . 
F .. 5000 and over, but less than 6000, ......• 
G .. 6000 and over, ........ · .................. . 

MIMJ'imum 
Gro~s Weight 

in Pounds 
3000 
6000 

10000 
[160001 
[200001 
[240001 
[26000] 

1!000 
v.noo 
16000 
18000 

Maa:imum 
Four-Wheeled (2 Aa>les} Trailer Gross W ei11ht 
Glass Weight in Pounds in Pounds 
A • . Less than 1000, . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . 3000 
B .. 1000 and over, but less than 2000. • • • • . • . . • • • . • • • 6000 
0 •. 2000 and over, but less than !JOOO, . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 10000 
D .. 3000 and over, but less than 4000, • • . • • • • . . . • . . . . 16000 
E .• 4000 and over, but leas th1m 5000, • • • • • • . • . . • • • • . 20000 
F .. 501)0 and over, but less than 6000, . . . • . • • • • . • • • • • 24000 
G .. 6000 and over, • . • . • . . . . . • • • • . • . • • . • . • • . • • • . • • • 26000 

Mall1imum 
Silll-Wheeled (8 All!les) Trailer Gross Weight 
Glass Weight in Pounds in Pounds 
AZ •. Less than 8000, . • . • . . . . . . • • . . . • • • • . • • • • • • • • . . 12000 
BZ •. 3000 and over, but less than 4000, • • . . • . . . . . • . . • 15000 
OZ .. 4000 and over, but less than 5000, •••.•••. ; • . • . • 20000 
DZ .. 5000 and over, but less than 6000, . , • • • • • . • • • • . • 26009 
IJJZ •. 6000 and over, but less than 7000, . . . • . . . . . . . • . . 8.0000 
FZ •• 7000 and over, but less than 9000, • • . . • . • . • • • . • • 8q000 
GZ .. 9000 and o·ver, . . • • • • • • . . • . . • . • . . . . • • • • . • . • . • . 86000 

Penalty.-Any person violating any of the provisions 
of this section shall, upon summary conviction before a 
magistrate, be sentenced to pay a fine of fifty ($50) dol­
lars and costs of prosecution, and, in default of the pay­
ment thereof, shall undergo imprisonment for not more 
than ten (10) days. 

Section 610. Permits for Excessive Size and Weight.­
The Secretary of Highways of this Commonwealth 

and local authorities, in their respective jurisdictions, 
may, at their discretion, upon apptieation in writing ac­
companied by the fee provided in this ad and good 
cause being shown theref©r, issue a special permit, in 
writing, authorizing the applicant to operate or move 
a tractor or trailer of a size and weight, exceeding the 
maximum specified in this act, upon any highway under 
the jurisdiction of, and for the maintenance of whieh 
the authorities granting the permit are responsible. 
Every such permit shall be issued for a single trip, and 
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shall designate the route to be traversed, subject to such 
rules and regulations and [contain] any other condi­
tions or restrictioJLS, including the obligation on the part 
of the permittee to restore or replace any section of high­
way or bridge damaged as a result of such movement, 
whether or not the same was attributable to neglige'nCe 
on the part of the permittee, as shall be deemed neces­
sary by the B:uthorities granting such permit. Every 
such permit shall be carried in the vehicle to which it 
refers, aRd shall be open to inspection by any peace of­
ficer or person having eollision with the tractor or trailer. 

Penalty.-Any person operating or moving a tractor 
or trailer and its load, of a size or weight exceeding the 
maximum specified in this act, without first having ob­
tained a permit or permits so to do, shall, upon summary 
conviction before a magistrate, be sentenced to pay a 
fine of fifty ($50) dollars, and, in default of the payment 
thereof, shall undergo imprisonment for not more than 
ten (10) days. 

Section 701. [Information for Arrests.] Limitations 
of Actions.-

( a) Information, charging violations of any of the 
summa.ry provisions of this act, f except in cases where 
the offense is designated a felony or misdemeanor,] shall 
be brought before a magistrate within the city, borough, 
incorporated town, or tow-nship where the alleged viola.­
tion occurred,. within fifteen (15) days after the com­
mission of the alleged offense and not thereafter, except 
~at, where an mformation is fHed against a person 
prima facie guilty of an offense and it subsequently ap­
pears that a pers.on other than the person named in the 
information was the offender, an information may be 
,filed against such other person within fifteen (15) days 
after his or her identity shall be discovered. 

(b) [Prosooutions for offenses defined in this act, 
except as otherwise herein provided, shall be brought 
urniler this act, ·and not l!Ilder any local ordinance, rule 
or reg-nla ti on. J 

Where the offense committed is designated a misde­
meanor, information may be filed as now provided by 
law. 

[ ( c) Prosecutions brought under any local ordinance, 
rule, or regulation. whfoh are based on a violation for 
whicp there is a specific penalty provided in this 11ct, 
shall be deemed and considered as having \leen brought 
under this act.] 

Section 702. Proceedings by Information and War­
rant.-

( a) Summary proceedings under this act [or any 
violation of a local ordinaricie, rule or reirnlation en~ted 
under the authority thereof, exce11t as hereinafter pro­
vided, shall l may be commenced by the filing of infor­
mation, which information must be filed in the name of 
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the Commonwealth; and within a period of seven (7) 
days after information has been lodged, a magistrate shall 
send, by registered mail, to the person charged, at the 
address shown by the records of the department, a no­
tice in writing of the filing of the information, together 
with a copy thereof, and a notice to appear within ten 
(10) days of the date of the written notice. 

1. If the person named in the information shall not 
voluntarily appear within ten (10) days of the date of 
the written notice, a warrant shall then issue, an\} may 
be served by a peace officer having authority to serve 
warrants. 

If the person charged cannot be served within such 
county, then the magistrate shall deputize a peace of­
ficer having authority to serve warrants in the county 
wherein the person charged resides or may be found to 
serve such warrant. 

2. The peace officer serving such warrant shall take 
the defendant before r the nearest available 1 a magis­
trate, within the city, borough, incorporated town, or 
township r of the county 1 in which the defendant is 
found, who sha11 take bail, either for the deff'ndant's 
aprpearance before the mag"istrate who issued the war­
rant, or for his appea.rance for trial in the proper court, 
if a summary bearini? is waived. 

(b) Where the offense cmnmifted is designa.ted a mis­
demeanor, inform.a.tinn may be filed and warrant served 
as nnw prm'1,ded by law. 

Section 703. Arrests on View or With W Rrrant.-
( a) Peace ~fficers mav arrest. wht>n in uniform and 

displaying a hnilge or other si!tn of authority, upon view, 
any person violRting any of the provisions of this Rct, 
r where the offense is desfonated a ff'lon:v or a misde­
meanor. ani! in cases causinir or r.ontributing to an acci­
dent rNmltin~ in 1ninry or death to any perRon.1 and 
such officf'rs shall forthwith m11ke 11nif file with the mag­
istr11te. hf'fore whom thf' arrPsted pf'rson is takf'n. 1m af­
fiilavit. sf'ttin!!' forth in df'fail fhP ofl'pm:;e Mmnlained of, 
a.nd at On"" f11rnish a conv thereof to the person 11r­
rf'stf'd. fWli.Pn a nP11<'f' offil'f'r iA lmahle to arrf'st 11non 
view 11nv nPrson vio111tin!!' Rnv of the nrovisions of this 
act. wlwrf' the ofl'enAe is nf'si€!'11at1>i! a fplonv or mjsile­
mf'Rnor. or in l'llA!'s P:nrningo or Pontrih11tin!'.! to an """l­
df'nt rPAnltlngo in inforv Or OPath tn any person. fofor­
m11tion may be filed and warrant served as now provided 
by lnw.l 

(b) If the defendant is unable to g'ive bail, as pro­
vided in this act. for a hf'aring. or for his appear11nce at 
co11rt, the ma!!'istr11te shall acrent as hail anv article of 
s11ffirif'nt vRlne, or. if the df'fendRnt is the ow'.,,er thereof, 
shRll hold in custodv the tr11ctor or trailer fmmr1 in his 
pos<>Pl'!sion. and the· conrt or magistrate, after the trial 
of the defendant, or when bail according to law has been 
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given, shall make such order as to the disposition of such 
tractor or trailer, or other articles accepted as bail, as 
shall seem just and proper. 

Section 704. Appeals; Waiving Hearings.-
( a) Any person convicted in any summary proceed­

ing under this act shall have the right of appeal as in 
other cases of summary conviction. 

(b) Any person aecused of violating any of the s1tm­
mary provisions of this act r other than felonies and mis­
demeanors,] may waive summary hearing, and give bond 
in a sum equal to double the amount of the fine that 
might be imposed, for appearance for trial before a 
judge of the court of quarter sessions, or in the county 
court, or in the municipal court in counties wherein such 
courts exist, and thereupon the magistrate shall, within 
fifteen (15) days, return the complaint or information 
to the said court. 

(c) If any person so accused, having waived a hear­
ing, shall be convicted in such court of the offense 
charged, he shall be sentenced to pay the fine and costs 
of prosecution, or suffer imprisonment, provided in this 
act for the offense committed. If on a waived hearing 
or the hearing of an appeal from a summary conviction 
under this act before a judge of such court, the defend­
ant is found not guilty, and the defendant has paid a 
fine, or fine and costs, following the sentence on which 
he appealed, such court, upon acquitting the defendant, 
shall decree a restitution of the said fine or fine and costs 
to the defendant, and, upon presentation of a certified 
copy of said decree, it shall be the duty of the magis­
trate, or other officer to whom such fine or fine and costs 
has been paid, to refund same to the defendant: Pro­
vided, however, If the fine shall have been returned by 
such magistrate according to this act to the treasurer of 
any city or borough or incorporated town or township, 
such treasurer shall refund to the defendant such fine 
unon presentation of claim: And further provided, 
That if the fine shall have been returned by such magis­
trate. according to this act. to the denartment, refund 
shall be made as provirfod in r article VIII ofl this act. 
In no case whne the <lefendant is found not guilty, shall 
an:v costs of r>rosecntion he imposed unon him in a sum­
mary r>roceeding nnder this act, whether heard by a 
ma!!'h~trate or a court of record. 

•Section 708. Civil Actions for Damages.-
All civil actions for damages arising from the use and 

operation of any tractor or trailer may, at the discretion 
of the plaintiff, be brought before any magistrate, alder­
man or justice of the peace in the county wherein the al­
leged damages were sustained, if the plaintiff has had 

• ThiR !<Pt"tinn iR n rePna<"tmPnt of the orhdnnl Rectlon of th!' act 
of l\fay 1st, 1929 (P. L. 1005), without cbnnge. AJJ proposed 
amendatory matter was eliminated in the passage of the bill. 
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said damages repaired and shall produce a receipte<l hill 
for the same properly sworn to by the party making 
such repairs or hiR agent; or said action may be brought 
in the eonrt of common pleas of said county, and serv­
ice of process in either caRe may he ma<le by the 8heriff 
of the county where the snit i8 bronght deputizing the 
sheriff of the county wher.ein the defendant or his reg­
istered agent reside8, or where service may he h11d upon 
him under the existing law8 of thi8 Cornmonwe11lth. in 
like mannn as procf'!';8 m11y now he Rerved in the proper 
cmmtv. No 11rtion involvin!?' more th1m one hundred 
($100.00) doll11rs shall be hronght before any magis­
trllte. 11lderrmm or j11Rtice of thi> pt>11ce. 

Section 712. Powers of 1Jocal Anthorities.-
( a) Prosecutions for offen.~e.~ r1efiner1 in thi.~ act. ex­

cept a.~ ofherwi.~e herein pr01!iiler1, shall he brouoM 
under fhi.~ act and not under any local ordinance, rule 
or regulation. 

{b) Prosef'1tffons brn11ght 1tniler any local ordinance, 
rule or regulation, whfrh are basP.d on a violation for 
trhif'h th.Pre is a .~per'ifir pP.nnlfy prnvfrled in thi.~ art, 
shall hP. r1P.emed and considered l2'S having been brought 
under thi.~ art. 

( c) Local authorities. except as expressly authorized 
by this act, shall have no power or authority t.o enact, en­
force or maintain any ordinance, rule or regu la ti on con­
trary to; or incon8i8tent with. tht> provisions of this act. 

Section 3. Sctiedule of Efft>ctive DatP8.-
The amt>nclments to section six hundred two of the 

act amt>nded by this act shall become efft>ctive on .Jan­
uary first. one thousand nine hundred and thirty-two; 
and the amt>ndments to sections two hundred two, two 
hunched eight. fivt> hnndrt>ri two, ood six hundred P.ight 
of the act amendt>d bv this act shall hecome effective 
on Aug-i1Rt first, ont> tlimrnand nine hnncirPd :mn thirty­
one. All other provisions of thiR act shall be efl't>ct.ive 
immediately upon the approval of this act by the Gov­
ernor. 

APPROVED-The 22d day of June, A. D. 1931. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT 
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