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ot others défirous of uling the navigation of

faid ftreams, to remove all natural obftru&ions
therefrom, {ubjett neverthelefs to the provifions

Provifoin fs- Of the a&, entitled ¢ An a& to auchorife any
Jor of perfons perfon or perfons owning lands adjoining na-
olding lands ° . P . .
on foidt crecks, Vigable ftreams of water declared public high-
ways, to ere& dams upon fuch ftreams, for

mills and otherwater-works;* pafled the twenty-

third day of March one thoufand eight hun-

dred and three. s

SIMON SNYDER, Speaker )
of the Houfz of Reprefentatives. .
ROBERT WHITEHILL, Speaker

of the Senate.

AprroveEp—TFebruary the thirteenth, In the
year of our Lord orie thoufand eight hundred
and four.

THOMAS MKEAN, Geovernor
of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania.

CHAPTER XXXIL

An ACT 1o prowide for the ereclion of a houfe
for the employment and fupport of the Poor in
the county of Delaware.

Seltion 1. BE it énacled by the Senate and

Houfe of Reprefentatives of the Z

Commenweahth of Pennfylvania, in General As-

sembly ety and it is bereby enadled by the au-

Poor-houle to thority of the fame, That a houfe for the em-
ke creftedin ployment and fupport of the poor fhall be
erected
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ere@éd in the county of Delaware; in the fan- Defsware
neér and under the conditions herein-after pre- «v™v
fcfibed and enaled.

Sec. 2. Aud be it further enafied by the an-
thority aforefaid, That the ele@ors of the faid Perfons to fix
county of Delaware fhall, at the general elec- f;:&"iﬁf;ct;‘f
tion next enfuing the pafing of this al, in peor-houtero
the manner preferibed for the eletion of mem- b defted:
bers of the Houfe of Reprefentatives of this
commonwealth, ele@t feven reputable citizens

of the faid county, whole duty it thall be, on Theirduty,
or before the firlt day of May next after their

election, to determine upon and fix the place

on which the faid buildings {hall be erefled,

and thall certify their proceedings therein, un-

der their hands and feals, to the cletk of the

court of quarter feflions of the county of De-

laware, to be filed in his office ; and the faid

eleCtors thall alfo ele¢t three reputable citizens Diveoss of
of the faid tounty, in like manner, to be di- 3‘:&?&‘3”" to be
rettors of the poor, and of the houfe of em- '
ployment for the county of Delaware, for the

enfuing year; and the judges of eleltion of

the faid county thall immediately on receiving

the returns from the feveral eleftion diftricts,

and calting up the pumber of votes therein,

or within three days thereafter, certify under certificate of
their hands and feals the names of the perfong their eleion,
fo eleted, to hx on a proper {cite for the faid

building, and the names of the direttors fo
chofen to the clerk of the court of quarter

fefhons of the faid county, who fhall file the

faid certificate in his office, and forthwith give

notice in writing to the faid perfons and dire@t~

ors, of their being elefted ; and the faid di-

reftors fhall meer at the court-houfe in the faid Meeting of the
county, on the firt Monday in November next fredors, and
enfuing their election, and divide themfelves by vice,

lot -~
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and penalty
for negle& or
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sorporated.
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lot into three clafles, the place of the firlt to
be vacated at the expiration of the firft year,
of the fecond at the expiration of the fecond
year, and of the third at the expiration of
the third year; fo that thofe who fhall be
chofen after the firlt eleftion, and in the mode
above prelcribed, may ferve for three years;
and one-third be chofen annually.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted by the au-
thority aforefaid, That every direftor elected in
manner aforefaid, or appointed as is directed
by the twellth fe&tion of this aft, fhall, within
ten days after he is notified of fuch election or
appointment, and before he enters on the du-
ties of the faid office, take an oath or aflir-
mation, which any juftice of the peace of the
faid county is hereby authorifed to adminifter,
that he will difcharge the office of dire&tor of
the poor for the faid county, truly, faithfully
and impartially, to the beft of his knowledge
and ability ; and in cafe of negle&t or refufal
to take the faid oath or affirmation within the
time aforefaid, he fhall forfeit and pay the fum
of ten dollars, for the ufe of the poor of the
faid county; which fine thall be recovered by
the direftors, for the time being, as debts of
equal amount are or thall be by law recovera-
bie.

Sec. 4. And be it further enalled by the au-
thority aforefaid, That the faid directors [hall
forever hereafter, in name and in fa&, be one
body politic and corporate in law, to all intents
and purpofes whatfoever. relating to the poor
of the faid county of Delaware, and fhall have
perpetual fucceflion, and may fue and be fued,
plead and be impleaded, by the name, ftile and

title
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title of “ The direttors of the poor and of

the houfe of employment for the county of

Delaware,” and by that name fhall and may

receive, take and hold any lands, tenements, Its immunities,

and hereditaments, not exceeding the yearly {’i‘;‘i‘f“““‘id“'

value of five thoufand dollars ; and any goods

and chattels whatfoever, of the gift, alienation

or bequelt of any perfon ar perfons whatfoe-

ver, to purchafe, take and hold any lands and

tenements within their county, in fee fimple or

otherwife, and erect fuitable buildings thereon,

for the reception, ufe and accommodation of

the poor of their refpeltive townfhips, to pro-

vide all things neceflary for the reception, lodg-

ing, maintenance and employment of the faid :

poor, to appoint a treafurer annually, who Treafurcr of

thall give bond with fufficient furety, for the tﬁfnm}?i’:‘(;a;a‘

faithful difcharge of the duties of his office ; lification and

and that at the expiration thereof he will, well %

and truly, pay and deliver over to his fuccef-

for, all monies, bonds, notes, books, accounts,

and other papers, to the faid corporation be-

longing, which fhail then be remaining in his

hands, cultody and poflefiion, to employ, and

at pleafure remove a fteward or ftewards, ma-

tron or matrons, phyfician, or phyficians, fur-

geon or {urgeons, and all other ncceffary at-

tendants for the faid poor refpetively, to bind

out as apprentices, fo that fuch apprenticethip

may expire, if males at or before the age of . .

twenty-onc years, if females, at or before the

age of eighteen years, fuch poor children as

fhall come under their notice, or as may now

be bound apprentices by the overfecrs of the

poor, and to exercie and enjoy all fuch other

powers now vefted in the overfeers of the poor,

as are not herein granted or fupplied; and the

faid dire@ors thall be empowered to ufe one

common feal in all bufinefs relating to the faid Seal of the cor
corporation, FoHon
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cotporation, and the fame at their pleafure to
alter or renew.

Sec. 5. And be it further .enaited by the au.

Eftimate to be thority aforefaid, That the faid diveétors, as.

made of the  {oon as may be after their eleftion and organis
expence of . . .

ereting the Zation as aforefaid, fhall make an eftimate of

buildings, &e. the probable expence of purchafing the lands,

ereiting the neceflary buildings, and furnithing

the fame, and maintaining the poor within the

faid county for one year, whereupon the county

commifiioners of the faid ecounty fhall, and

they are hereby authorifed and required to

Tape  €Ncreafe the county tax by one-fourth part of

tafed for de- the fum mneceflary for the purpofes aforefaid,

iﬁ:’g the  and thall procure on loan on the credit of the

' taxes herein direted to be levied, the remains

ing three-fourths thereof to be repaid in inftal-

ments with intereft out of the county taxes:

Provided always, That if fuch loan cannot be

made, the whole amount of the {um neceffary

for the purpofes aforefaid, or fuch part thereof

as may be deemed proper, fhall immediately

be added to the county tax, to be paid by the

county treafurer to the direCtors aforefaid, on

orders drawn in their favor by the county com-

miflioners, as the fame may be found neceflary.

Sec. 6. And be it further enafled by the au-

Timeand  [P07ity aforefaid, That the faid diretors thall, at
manner for  lealt once in every year, render an account of all
i::f:;‘t’;i ;':;c the monies by them received and erpended, to
diregors.  the auditors appointed to audit and fettle the
county accounts, {ubjett to the fame penalties,

rules and regulations as are by law direfted re-

fpedting the accounts of the county commif-

fioners ; and fhall alfo at leaft once in every

year lay before the court of quarter feflions

and grand jury of the faid county, a lift ;l)f

ine
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the number, ages and fexes of the perfons meturn of pes-
maintained and employed in the faid houfe of fonsinthe

. h peor-houfe s
employment, or fupported or aflited by them fupposted
€lfewhere, and of the children by them bound efewhere.
out to apprenticethips as aforefaid, with the
names of the mafters or miftrefles, and their
trade, occupation or calling ; and fhall at all
times when thereunto required, fubmit to the
infpection and free examination of fuch vifitors mfpedtion of
as fhall from time to time be appointed by the the becks
court of quarter feflions of the f{aid county, all
their books and accounts, together with the
rents, interefts and monies payable and receiv-
able by the faid corporation, and alfo an ac-
count of all fales, purchafes, donations, de-
vifes and bequefts, as thall have been made by
or to them.

Sec. 7. And be it further cnacted by the au-
thority aforefaid, That as foon as the faid build- whenand how
ings fhall be erefted, and all neceflary aecom- ;’fr‘;ﬁ:’;g:‘g
modations provided therein, notices fhall be the building
fent, figned by any two of the direltors, to crefcd inpas
the overfeers of the poor of the feveral town- g, }
thips of the faid county of Delaware, requir-
ing them forthwith to bring the poor of their
refpective townfhips to the faid houfe of em-
ployment, which order the faid overfeers are
hereby enjoined and required to comply with,
or otherwife to forfeit the colt of all foture
maintenance, except in cales when by ficknefs gaception as
or other {ufficient caule, any poor perfon can- the fick, and

. ; . ow they fhall

not be removed, in which cafe the faid over-pe provided
feers Thall reprefent the fame to the neareft for
juftice of the . peace, who, being fatisfied of
the truth thereof, fhall certify the fame to the
faid dire@ors, and at the fame time iffue an
order under his hand and feal to the faid over-
feers, direfting them to maintain {uch poor,

Vor: VL. Q_ until
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until fuch time as he or fhe fhall be in a fitu-
ation to be remoaved, and then te convey the
faid pauper, and deliver him or her to the
fteward or keeper of the faid houfe of em-
ployment, together with the faid order; and
the charge and expence of fuch temporary re-
lief, and of fuch removal, fhall be paid by the
faid directors at a reafonable allowance.

Sec. 8. And be it further enacied by the au-

The diredtors $hority aforefaid, That the faid dire&ors fhall,

requited to

providefor and

employ the
poet.

from time to time, receive, provide for and,
employ, according to the true intent and mean-
ing of this a&, all fuch poor and indigent per-.
fons as fhall be entitled to relief, or fhall have
gained a legal fettlement in the faid county of
Delaware, and fhall be fent there by an order
ot warrant for that purpofe, under the hands
and feals of any two jullices of the peace, di-
refted to any conftable of the faid county of
Delaware, or to the overfeers of the proper!
townthip in any other county of this common-’
wealth, and to the faid directors of the poor.
and of the houfe of employment of the faid.

Direqorsmzy county of Delaware 3 and the faid direttors are

permit paor
perfons to be
maintained
elfewhere.

Power of the
dire&tors to

make rufes and

regulations.

hereby authorifed, when they fhall deem it pro-
per and convenient {o to do, to permit any
poor perfon or perfons to be maintained elfe-
where.

Sec. 9. And be it further enafled by the au-
therity aforefaid, That the faid diretors, or
any two of them, who fhall be a quorum in all
cafes to do bufinefs, fhall have full power to
make and ordain all fuch ordinances, rules and
regulations, as they thall think proper, conve-
nient and neceflary, for the direttion, govern.
ment and fupport of the poor and houfe of
emplpyment aforefaid, and of the revenues

thereunto’
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thereunto belonging, and of all fuch perfons
as fhall come under their care or cognizance:
Provided the fame be not repugnant to this
law, or any other of the laws of this {tate or
of the United States : 4nd provided affs, That But net with-
the fame fhall not have any force or effeft un- por,he appee-
til they fhall have been fubmitted to the court coust of com-
of common pleas for the time being of the faid ™on pleas.
county of Delaware, and fhall have received
the approbation of the faid court,

Sec. 10, And be it further enalled by the au.
thority aforefaid, 'T'hat a quorum of the faid di-
reftors thall, and they are hereby enjoined and
required to meet at the faid houfe of employ- Diredorsto
‘ment ar leaft once in every month, and vifit the ;‘fg’c’nfﬂfn;:‘:ﬁ
apartments, and fee that the poor are com- monthly, &.
fortably {upported, and hear all complaints,
and redrefs or caufe to be redrefled, all griev.
ances which may happen by the negle&t or mif-
condutt of any perfon or perfons in their em-

ployment or otherwife.

i

Sec. 13. And be it further enadled by the au-
thority aforefaid, That the faid dire@ors fhall, compertation:
each of them, receive for their fervices twenty of diredters,
dollars per annum, to defray the expences of
their neceflary attendance on the duties of their
offices. -

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted by 'the au-
thority aforefaid, That in cale of any vacancy How vacancies
by death, refignation, removal, negleét, refu. i the direes-

p . . _ rtion thall be

fal or otherwife, of any of the faid diretors, ppplica.
the remaining diretors fhall fill fuch vacancy
by appointment of a citizen of their faid

. county,
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county, under the fame penalty .as is pro=
vided for in the third fe@ion of this aft, to
ferve untl the next general eleftion, when
Penalty forne another dire€tor fhall be elefted to ferve for
fjﬁ:}cﬂlf the period which fuch direor was to have
ferved if no fuch vacancy had happened.

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted by the au-
Flow monies fbo!'if_‘y qf'ﬂrffdlld, That ail the monies which
inthe hands of fha1i be remaining in the hands of the overfeers
of the poor  Of the poor of the feveral townfhips of Dela-
ﬂ;?ﬁibs ¥ ware county, at the time when the firft county
et poor tax fhall be affefled, levied and colletted,
thall be paid over by the faid overfeers to the
fupervifors of the highways of their refpettive
townships, to be by them applied towards the

repairing of the roads therein.

Sec. 14. And be it further enafed by the au-
When the of- thority aforefaid, That as foon as the poor of
fice of overlier (o county of Délaware fhall be removed to the
of the poor in . . -
Delaware  houfe of employment of the faid county, the
connty fhall be office of overfeer of the poor within the faid

abolithed. county fhall from thenceforch be abqli{hed-

Sec. 15. And ke it further enacted by the au-

Repeal of Taws tority afprefaid, That fo much of the laws of
hereby altered |, . .

or fupplied.  this commonwealth relatlflg to the poor of the

county of Delaware, as is by this aét altered

or fupplied, be and the fame is hereby re-

pealed.

Sec, 16. And be it further cnadled by the au-
Certain pow- thority aforefaid, That the powers conferred

ersand duties ¥ . i
herctofore cane a0 dutties impofed on the qverfcers of the
poor
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poor in and by an. alt to -empower the over- ferred and im-

Teers and-guardians of the poor of the feveral Pféq on the

townfhips within this commenwealth to recover poor, transfer-

certain fines, penalties and forfeitures, and for rd fo the fu-

other purpofes, are hereby conferred and im- the highways

pofed on the fupervilors of the highways in in Delaware

the faid county of Delaware} and that the juf- ™"

tices of the peace and fheriff within the faid

county, are hereby required and enjoined to

pay to the faid fupervifors, to be by them ap-

plied to the repair of the highways, the afore-

faid fines, penalties and forfeitures within the

time, and in the manner preferibed by the faid

at for the payment thereof in other counties,

to the overfeers of the poor, and to give notice

of the receipt thereof to the faid fupervifors,

within the time and in the manner aforefaid ;

and that for any negle@ or refufal to perform Penalty on

any of the duties enjoined on them by che faid henfs or juf

aét, the faid jultices of the peace and fheriff peace notones-

in the faid county, fhall be fubje& to all the if“gthc provi-
. . . ions of the

fines, penalties and forfeitures to which the .g referred to

- juftices of the peace and fheriffs in other coun- in this fedtion.

ties are by the faid act fubjedt and liable.

Sec. 17. And be it further enaled by the au- i
‘thority aforefaid, That the commiflioners of ﬁ,":};ﬁi‘,‘f:ﬁ;ﬁ’;
‘the faid county are hereby authorifed and em- appointed to
‘powered to pay to the perfons who are ap-p ;},‘:6{’,[:;"
pointed by this alt to fix the place where the the buildings;
buildings for the accommodation of the poor 23 f thed-
in faid county thall be ereded, fuch fums of their extra fer-
money as will be [ufficient to reimburfe them ;:l’if;;"gh;""’ar‘:e
for their expences, and alfo tb pay to each of prageeffing.
the faid diretors fuch fum of money as (to-
gether with the annual fum allowed them by
this aft) may be in the opinion of the com-
miffioners a reafonzble compenfation for their

{ervices

[

ne
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fervices during the time they are employed in
erefting the buildings aforefaid.

SIMON SNYDER, Speaker
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives.

ROBERT WHITEHILL, Speaker
of the Senate.

ApprovEp—February the thirteenth, In the
year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred
and four.

THOMAS M*KEAN, Governor
of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania

CHAPTER XXXII.
An ACT for the relief of George Stevenfon.

HEREAS it has been reprelented to

the Legiflature, that George Steven-

fon, now an inhabitant of Wathington county,
entered into the fervice of the United States
early in our revolutionary war with Great-
Britain ; that he was appointed to a lieute-
nancy in the army, and after {everal years fer-
vice he- was in the year one thoufand feven
hundred and feventy-nine made a prifoner at
the town of Weft-Liberty by the Indians, and
feverely wounded in the head with a toma-
hawk, taken to Detroit and delivered up to
the Britith, and by them carried to Quebec,
where he fuffered a long and harfh imprifon-
ment unti] Oftober one thoufand feven hun.
dred and eighty-two, when he was difcharged
on parel, and made his way through the wil-
dernefs



