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CHAPTER XLIX.

An ACT to erect Somerfes-town, in the county of
Somerfety into a Borough.

Setion 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and
Houfe of Reprefentatives of the
Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General As-
sembly met, and it is bereby enacled by the authority
of the fame, That Somerfet town, in the county
Someret tow? of Somerfet, fhall be, and the fame is hereby
borough.  erected into a borough, which fhall be called
_the borough of Somerfet, which borough fhall
Tis boundaries 1, compri%ed. within the following boundaries,
to wit : Beginning at Main-ftreet, thence along
the weft fide of Wathington-ftreet due fouth
eighty-fix, perches, thence a due eait courfe to
Cox’s creek, thence up Cox’s creek by the
feveral meanders thereof, until it interfedts a ine
drawn fixty perches due north of and parallel
with. Catharine-ftreet, thence along the faid
line due weft to Wathington-ftreet aforefaid,
thence along the faid ftreet to the place of be-
ginning.

Sec. 2. And be it further enafled by the au-

“Time & man- fhority aferefaid, That the freemen of the faid
nerof choofing horough, who fhall have refided within the
borough off- f me for the fpace of fix months, and fhall in
ather refpeéls be entitled to vote tor members

of the General Aflfembly of this common-

wealth, fhall on the firt Monday of May in .

the year one thoufand eight hundred and four,
and upon the firlt Monday in May yearly there-
Officers tobe  after, meet together at the court-houfe in the
chafen. fame borough, and fhall then and there eleét
by ballot three reputable citizens refiding
therein, the higheft in votes of whom fhall be
chief burgefs, and the others afhiftant-burgefies,

and fhall alfo eleét a town-clerk and high con-
ftable,.
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ftable, and feven reputable citizens to be a
town-council, and previoudly to any fuch elec.
tion the faid inhabitants thall ele&t three citi-
zens, one of whom fhall prefide as judge, one
to at as infpeftor, and the other to perform
the duty of clerk according to the diretions
of the general ele&tion laws of this commons
wealth, fo far as relates to receiving and count-
ing votes, and fhall be fubje® to the fame
pains and penalties for mal-pratices as by the
faid laws are declared and appointed, and the
faid judge, inipettor and clerk fhall, previoufly
to the exercife of any of their duties, take an
oath or affirmation to alt in their refpetive
ftations without paruiality, and fhall hold the
faid eletions from time to time as often as oc-
cafions fhall require, receive and count the bal-
lots, and declare the perfons having the great-
eft number of votes to be duly eleéted, where-
upont duplicate certificates thereof fhall be
figned by the faid judge, infpetor and clerk,
one whereof fhall be tran{mitted to the pro-
thonotaries office of faid county, and the other
filed and preferved among the records of the

corporation ; and if two or any greater num- How difputed.
electionsare 1o
be determineds

ber of perfons have an equal number of votes
for any of the faid offices, or if an eleftion be
difputed upon other principles, the faid return
fhail be laid before the judges of the court of
common pleas of faid county, at the term next
enfuing faid eleélion, who, upon examination
into the nature of the return, fhall determine
which of the faid perfons fhall fill the faid of-
fice, and in cafe of vacancy by death, refigna-
ticn or otherwile, of any of the faid officers,
the faid burgefles or any of them, fhall iffue
without delay their or his procefs, directed to
the high conftable, requiring him to hold an
ele@ion to fill fuch vacancy, he giving at leaft
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ten days notice by advertifements fet up at five
of the moft public places within the faid bo-
rough.

Sec. 3. Adnd be it further enafled by the au-
tncorporation  2hority aforsfaid, That the burgefles and town-
of the barough council duly ele€ted as aforefaid, and their

' {ucceflors forever hereafter, thall be one body
politic and corporate in law, by the name of
the burgefles and town-council of the borough
of Somerfet, in the county of Somerfer, and
have perpetual fucceflion ; and ir fhall and
may be lawful to and for the faid burgefles
and town-councitl aforefaid, and their fuccefl-
fors forever hereafter, to have and ufe one

common [eal, and the fame {from time to time -

at their will to change and alter.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacled by the au-
Penaley for re- thority aforefaid, That if any perfon duly elected
fufing to adt as huroefy or a member of the town-council
a borough offi- s . . P
cer, to be ap- 48 aforefaid, having notice thereof fhiall refule
piied 20 the o1 peglet to take upon himfelf the execution
ufe of the +
corporaion. Of the office to which he fhall be eleted, every
fuch perflon fo refufing or neglecting fhall for.
feit and pay a fine of twenty dollars; which
fines, and all other fnes and forfeitures incur-
red and made payable in purfuance of this act,
or of the bye-laws and ordinances of the faid
burgefles and town-council, fhall be for the ufg
of the {aid corporation.

Sec. 5. And be it further enaded by the ou-

Quilifieations thority afercfaid, That the chief burgefs, affift-
of theborough ant-burgeffes, town-clerk, high conttable, and
offcers. cach member of the town-council, thall take
and fublcribe an oath or afirmation before any

one of the judges or juflices of the peace for

the county of Somerfet, to fupport the conflti-
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tution of the 1nited States and of this flate,
and well and truly to execute the duties of
their refpeltive offices in the borough of So-
merfet, before they thall enter upon their re-
fpective offices ; and the certificate of {uch oath
or affirmation having becn made, fhall be re-
eorded in the book of the faid corporation,

Sec. 6. And be it further enafted by the aue
thority aforefaid, 'That it thall and may be law- General pow-
ful for the faid burgeffes and town-council to 3¢ e o™
meet and aflemble together as often as occa-
fion may require, to enact fuch bye-laws, and
make fuch ordinances, rules and regulations,
aflefs and appropriate fuch taxes as fhall be
thought beft calculated to promote the interefts
of the faid corporation, and preferve good or-
der therein; which bye-laws, ordinances, rules,
and regulations, fhall not be inconfiftent with
the conftirution and laws of this {tate or of the
United States, and the fame to revoke, annul,
alter and make anew, as cccafion may require ;
but no bye-laws or ordinances fhall be enadt-
ed, or rules and regulations made, unlefs agreed
to by 2 majority of the burgefles and members
of the town-council for the time being.

Sce. 7. And be it furiber enafied by the au-
thority aferefaid, That the faid burgcfles thall be, The bye-taws
and they are hereby authorifed and required to of the corpo-
caufe the bye-laws, ordinances, rules, and re- carried into
gulations made as aforefaid, to be carried into full and com-
tull and complete execution without delay; P, P
and it fhall be the duty of the town-clerk to puty of the
attend all meetings of the burgefles and town. town-clerk.
council when affembled on bufinefs of the cor-
poration, and fhall perform the duties of clerk
thereto, and keep and preferve the common
feal, records, papers, book and other docu-
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ments refating to faid corporation, under the
penalty of being anfwerable to any perfon con-
cerned for all damages, and of removal from
office by the burgefles or any two of them;
and the high conftable fhall do and perform
all duties on him enjoined by this aét, and the
bye-laws or ordinances of the burge{fes and
town-council under the like penalties : Provided
Pcrfonsfeclmg always, That if any perfon fhall think him or
themfelves 92~ herfelf aggrieved by any thing done in puriu-
fhing done un. ance of this ad, he or the may appeal to the
der thisaf . next court of quarter feflions for the faid county
thecourt of _ of Somerfet, firft giving fecurity to profecute
Quarter fef-  his or her appeal with effeét, which court fhall
ons take fuch order thercin as fhall be jult and

reafonable.

SIMON SNYDER, Speaker
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives.
ROBERT WHITEHILL, Speaker
of the Senate.

ArrrovEp—March the fifth, in the year of
our Lord one thoufand exght hundred and
four.

THOMAS MXEAN, Governor
of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania.
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