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CHAPTER CXIIL

An ACT to enable perfons appointed to offices of
public truft to recover gfficial documents cppur-
tenant to the faid gffices from perfons detaining
the fane.

Seltion 1.° Y it enafled by the Senate and
Houfz of Reprefentaiives of the
Commenwealth of Pennfylvcnia, in General As-
sembly met, and it is bereby enalled by the autho-
Perfors ap- v *ity of the fame, That in all cales where any.
Feofiee tacall perfon has been or hercafter fhall be appointed
g;;?:::;i:k_ to any office of public truft or employment,
ceilorn for the it Thall be his duty, and it is Hereby enjoined
bocksand  ypon him, to call'upon the perfon or perfons
stheroficial’ who held the offices immediately before his ap-
longing'to  pointment, or upon thie heirs, executors or ad-
fochoffice-  + iniftrators.of fuch. perfon or perfons, and re-
ceive from him or them all records, books,
draughts, plans, papers, feals or other official
documents, which to fuch office or appoints

ment belonged, or of right appertained:

Sec. 2. And ke it further enalfed by the ou-
Froceedings in #hority aforefaid, That if the perfon or perfons
cafe fuch pre-in ywhofe hands or poflefiion any fuch records,
decefior refufes

todeliver up  DOOKS, draughts, plans, papers, feals or other
faid official do- official documents fhall or may remain, thall
MRS refufe to deliver up the fame, upon the rea-
fonable requeft of any perfon legally commif-
fioned to fuch office or appointment, the faid
officer fhall forthwith apply to a juftice of the
peace, who thall iffue procefs for fuch perfen
or perfons fo refufing, and fhall caufe them,
either by fufficient bail or commitment; to ap-
_pear at the next court of quarter fefions for
the proper county, there to be proceeded a-
gainit by way of indi€tment for the offence a-

torefaid.
N Sec. 3.
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Sec. 3. And be it further enalted by the @t Pemalty on
thority afirefaid, That every perfon legaily con. sfggg’o;“g;
vitted by verdit of a jury, of detaining from cining fuck
any perfon duly commiffioned to any office or books & docu-
appointment, any records, books, draughts, fe ofees i
plans, papers, feals or other documents, to fuch titled to re-
office or appointment belonging, or in any wife “'® ™
apperraining, after reafonable demand made,
the court before whom fuch verdift is given,
thall fentence fuch perfon to be committed in
clofe cuftody, in the jail of the proper county,
there to remain without bail or main-prize,
until fuch papers fo found by verditt to be in
his, her or their poffeflion, fhall be delivered
to the proper officer, and fhall moreover pay
a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars ; one
half to be paid to the officer from whom the
documents were detained, and the other half

to the ufe of the commonwealth.

SIMON SNYDER, Speaker
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives.
ROBERT WHITEHILL, Speaker

of the Senate.

ArrroviD—the third day of April, in the
year of our Lord ome thoufand eight hun-
dred and four. ;

THOMAS M’KEAN, Governor

of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania.
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