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- No. 34.
AN ACT

To erect Mifflintown, in the county of Juniata, into a borough, ind for
other purposes, '
Sgor. 1.- Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
-sentatives of the Commonwealth of Pénnsylvania in General '
Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority-of the
same, That Mifilintown, in the county of Juniata, shall be Borough
and the same is hereby erected into a borough, which shall boundaries,
be called the borough of Mifflintown, and shall be bounded -
-and limited as follows, viz; beginning at a post on the berm-
bank of the Pennsylvania canal; thence along land of John
and Jacob Wright, north sixty:two degrees, east seventy-two
perches, toa black oak, corner of Bird’s land; thence along
- Bird’s line, south five” degrees, east one hundred and sixty--
one perches, to a post corner of lot of James Currin’s
" heirs; thence along Sunbury road, on the north side, west .
eighty-eight perches, to a post; thence. north eight degrees,
_ west on the east side of the wooden bridge at the end of Front
. street, in said borough, thirteen perches, to 2 post; thence - ¢
south eighty-five degrees, west ten perches, to a post or point
of the junction of the Peunsylvania canal and basin, thence
up the’ berm bank ot said canal to the place of beginning.
Secr. 2. JAnd be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, That the inkabitants of the said borough entitled to First election
vote for members of the General Assembly, having resided of borough
- within the said borough at least six months immediately officers au.
preceding the election, and within that time paid a borough thorized.
tax, (if such tax shall have been assessed,) shall have power
on the Friday preceding the third Siturday of Mareh next, -
to meet at the Union school house'in"the said borough, and
annually thereafter, and then and there between the hours -
‘of one and six inthe afternoon, elect by ballot one reputable
‘citizen residing therein, who shall be styled the chief bur- -
. gess, one other citizen who shall be styled the assistant bur-
gess, and five citizens to be a town council, all of whom
shall be residents. of said borough; but previous to the panner of
opening of said election, such of the citizens as are present conducting

+

at the said place of election shall elect three reputable citi- election.
zens, one of whom shall preside as judge, .one as inspector, :
‘and the other discharge the duties of a clerk, according to

the general election laws of this Commonwealth, so far asit"
relates to receiving and counting votes, and shall be subject

.to the same penalties for mal-practices, as by . the . said
election laws are imposed; and the said judge, inspector-and

© . clerk; before they enter on the duties of their respective = -

¢
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offices, shall fake an oath or affirmation before a justice of -
the peacc in the county of Juniata, or shall swear or affirm
each other to perform the same with fidelity, and after the
said election shall be closed, shall declare the persons having
the greatest number of votes_to be duly elected, and in
casé any two_or more candidatés shall have an equal num.
ber of votes the preference shall be determined by lot, to -
Cases of tie be drawn by the Judge and inspector in the presence of the
tobe decided clerk, whereupon duplicate certificates of said election shall
bylot. * . be signed by the said judge, inspector and clerk, one of
which shall” be transwmitted to-the person elected chief bur-
gess, aud the other filed among the records of the corpora-:
tion, and it shall be the duty of the high constable for the.
preceding year to give notice in writing to each of the.per-
sons so elected as aforesaid, and in case of the death, resig-
pation, removal, or refusal to accept ot any of the said offices,
the chief burgess, or in his absence or inability to act, the
assistant burgess shall issue his precept, directed to the high'
constable, to hold an election -in manner aforesaid, to supply -
such vacancy, giving at least five days notice, by six adver-
tisements set up in the most public places in sdid borough::
Provided, That the citizens of said berough shall be en-
Provise- - {itled to vote at the first election although they shall have '
paid no borough tax. -
SecT. 8. JAnd be it further enacled by the authority.
.7 aforesaid, 'That from aud after the third Friday in March
mﬁ:lsimo o DXty the chief burgess, assistant burgess,qand town council,
body eorpe- duly elected as aforesaid, and their successors, shall be one
rate. body politic aud corparate,” by the name and style of- the
Style. chief burgess, assistant burgess and town council of the
borough of Mifflintown, and shall have perpetual succession,
and the said chief burgess, assistant burgess and town coun-
- til, and their successors, shall be capable in law to have,
... . get, receive, hold and possess, goods and chattels, lands and
g;;‘;;.’e.ge?& tenements, in fee simple or otherwise, not exceeding the
il1es.
.yearly value of five thousand dollars, and also to grant, sell,
let” and assign the same goods and chattels, lands and tene-
*'ments, and by the name and style aforesaid they shall be
. capible in law, to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, ’
in any of the courts of Jaw of this commonwealth, and in
all manner "of actions whatsoever, and to have and to use
one common seal, and the same from time to time, at their
will to change and alter, until otherwise directed by law. N
... 3Ecr. 4. JAnd be it further enacted by (he authority
. Penalties on * @foresaid, That if any person or inhabitant of the said bo- .
refusal 0 rough, duly qualified to elect as aforesaid, shall be electeéd to
. serve is ofli- the office of chief burgess, and having notice of his election,
Cerse shall refuse to undertake and execute that office, evéery per-
- son so refusing shall forfeit and pay a fine of fifteen dollars,
and if dny other person, duly qualiied as aloresaid, shall be

Vaeancies’
how filled. -
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. duly elected or appointed in ‘pursuance of this act to any
other oflice in said ‘borough, and having notice of his election
‘or appointment, shall refuse to’undertake and execute the
duties of that office, every person so refusing shall forfeit
and pay a fine of ten dollars, which fines forfeitures,
and all others in pursuance of this act, or any of the by-laws
and ordinances of the town council, shall be. for the use of.
the said corporation, and shall be recoverable before any
Justice of the peace, in the same manner as debts not ex-
ceeding one hundred dollars are recoverable by the laws of
this Commonwealth, and shall be paid to the treasurer of the
‘borough, and it shall be the duty of the officers of said bo-
rough, on'receiving the money belonging to the corporation, =
to pay the same to the treasurer forthwith: Provided, That Froviso.
no person elected as aforesaid shall be liable to a fine for viz;";i"m‘;t?;'
refusing or meglecting to serve more than once in three :
. Years. - '
Sect. 5. And be it further enacted by the authority
atforesaid, That the town council shall meet on the first of gic meot.
Moaday next after their election, in each year, at such place ings, presi-
as a majority of thdm shall agree upon, and choose one of dent, general
their number president, who shall preside at all their meet. FoWers f??l?
ings, and it shall be the duty of the said council, (four Ofto‘ivl:zguncii
whom shall be a querum,) to hold quarterly meetings. on the :
third Saturdays in April, July, October and January in each
year, and oftener, if eccasion requires, at which meetings
they may enact, alter; revise, repealand amend, all such by-
aws, rules, regulations and ordinances as shall be determined
by a majority of them, necessary to promote the peace, good
wrder, benefit and advantages of the said borough, particu- = °
darly of providing for the regulation of markets, improving,
_Tepairing and keeping in-good order the streets, lanes, alleys
and highways, ascertaining the deptli of vaults, sinks, pits
for necessary houses, and making permanent rules relative
to the foundation of buildings, party walls and fences, they
shall assess, apportion and appropriate such taxes as shall
be determined by a majority of them necessary for carrying
the said rules and ordinances from time to time inte complete
effect, and also to appoint a town clerk, treasurer, street
supervisors, and a collector, annually,and such other officers
as may be deemed necessary from time to time, and the same
officers from time to time to remove for misdemeanor in
office: Provided, 'That no by-laws, rules-or ordi:nan'ces of Proviso,
the corporation, shall be repugpant to the constitution or the'i)j-'
laws of the United States, or of this Commonwealth, and [ays, &e.
that fo person shall be punished for the breach of any by- ’
law or ordinance of the said corporation until ten days have
expired after the proraulgation thereof, by at-least’ three.
‘advertisements or copies of the said by-laws or ordinances. .

9.
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st up in the ‘most public places in the said bo'mugh.: ﬁ%{l'
!

provided also, That in assessing such tax, due regard sh

be had to the valuation of taxable property taken for the

purpese of raising county rates and levies, so that the tax

shall not in any one year exceed one half cent on the dollar

of such valuation, uuless some object of geaeral utility shall
be thought necessary, in which case three fourths of the
taxable inhabitants of said borough shall approve and certify
the same in writing, under their hands, to the town council,
who shall proceed to assess the same accordingly; they shall
also have power to make by laws or ordinances to prevent
horses, cattle; sheep or hogs from running at large within the
limits of said borough, and also to levy and collect a tax on,
the owners of dogs and bitches, not exceeding fifty cents

for each dog, or two dollars for each bitch, in any one year,

and in case public safety should require it at any time. to
pass an ordinance authorizing any person to shoot or kill all
all dogs or bitches within the said borough not confined by

" their owners: nd provided further, That before the chief

burgess, assistant burgess, members ef town council, and
high constable, shall enter on the duties of their respective.
offices, they shafl take and subscribe an oath or aflirmation
before any justice of the peace of ‘said county, to support
the constitution of the United States, and of this state, and

~ to perform the duties of théir respective offices, with fidelity,

Duties of the
burgesses,

Of the town
‘elerk. -

which- certificates of said oaths and affirmations shall be
filed among the records of the said corporation. .

Seor. 6. vind be it further enacted by the authority- afore-
said, That the chief burgess elected and qualified agreeably
to this act, or in his absence or inability to act, the assistant
burgess is hereby authorized to issue his precept, as often -
as occasion may require, directed to the collector, command-
ing bim to collect all taxes so assessed, and the same to pay
over to the treasurer; and the chief burgess, or in his absence -
or inability to agt, the assistant burgess is hereby authorized
and required fo carry into effect all by-laws and ordi-
nances enacted by the town council, and whatever else shall
be enjoined on him or them for. the well ordering and govern-
ing said borough. " »
_ Seor. 7. Andbe it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, That it shall be the duty of the town clerk to attend
all meetings of the town council when assembled on busi~
ness of the corporation,and perform the business of ‘clerk

“thereto, and keep and preserve the common seal and records

of the corporation, and be answerable for the same, and also

* for the faithful discharge of the duties which may be enjoined

upon him by virtue of this act, or by the by-laws and ordi-
nances of -the corporation, and his attestation, with the seal
of the corporation, shall be good evidence of the act or thing
so cerfified. - . C - '
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8gcrT. 8. - And be it further enntled ¥y the authority . .
aforesaid, That the treasurer sha}l give sulficient security of ihe trea.
for the faithful discharge of the duties of his office, and for gurer.
the delivery of all moneys, books and accounts appertaining.
thereto into the hands of his successor, upon demand made
for that purpose. ’

.Seot. 9. And be it further enacted by the authority afore- .
said, 'That the street supervisors, treasurer, high constable, Annual ad-
collector and all other officers that may be appointed byjustment & ¢

. the corporation or council, shall, in the month of February,_g“}é?i‘::t‘;‘m"
yearly, rendeg their accounts to the said council for settle- o
ment, and the said-accounts being so adjusted and settled,
shall be forthwith published by the council, shewing particu-
larly the amount of taxes laid and collected, and all moneys
paid into the treasury, and the amount of expenditures, and
in case any of the officers of the corporation shall fail or
neglect to perform any duty enjeined upon him by this
act, or by the ordinances of the fown council, he shall
forteit and pay a fine for the use of the said corporation, at Penalty for
the discretion “of the said council, not exceeding five dollars, failure to per.
and if the said person has been appoiafted by the coun: v‘;’c‘;‘ngi‘;g’ei‘” :
cil, he may be removed from office by the said council, and ;g o “ge. "
his place be supplied by the appointment of another per< -
son. : : i

Sect. 10. Mnd be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, ‘That it shall be the duty of the higli constable to give High constas
notice of the election by setting up- advertisements in at ble 1o give
least three public places in the said borough, five days pre- notice, &c. of
viously thereto, and shall attend and see that the same is €lections.
opened at the time and in the manner directed by this act.
- Suer. 11. dnd be. it further enacted by the authority afore-
suid, ‘That it shall and may be lawful for all persons entitled Election and -
by law to vote for burgesses and other officers of the borough 2ppointment
of Mifflintown, at the same time and place where they vote :ﬁ&%’;ﬁ:gle
for said officers, to elect two reputable citizens ot the said !
borough, and return the names of the persons so elected to
the next court of Quarter Sessions of the said county, oue
of whom shall be appointed constable of said borough, in the
same manner, with like power and authority, and receive
like tees, and be subject to the same regulations and penal-
ties as are provided and contained in the laws now ‘existing,
or that wmay’ hereafter be passed concerning - constables
within this' commonwealth, and shall serve ard execute all
manner of process which may by law be dirécted to the con-
stable of said borough, and the constable so appointed shall
do and perform all the duties required to be done by the high
constable of said borough in pursuance of this act and of the
by-laws and ordinances of said borotigh.
- 8ucr. 12. And be it _further enacted by the authority afore- -
said, That the chief burgess, assistant burgess, and presi-
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of the court dent of the council, or any two of them, shall constitute &

-ofappeal.  court of appeal; and prior to the collection of any borough
g © tax, the collector ghall inform each inhabitant of the amount
of his tax and the time and place of appeal: Provided

Provis:  mevertheless, That the said court of appeal shall have no
o ether power, as such, than to determine the justness of the
stg;;f:dre. " apporlionment of said tax, and to remedy any grievance that

may occur in imposing the same. .
R Sect. 13, And be ir further enacted by the authority afore- -
.~ said, That the town council, in assessing taxes as aforesaid,
shall have peiver to levy and cause to be collected, a tax on al}
Deseription  offices, professions, occupations and callings of all freemen,
.of taxation according to the valuation of the same in the county rates
authorized.  and levies, and also to levy and cause to be céllected, a tax
on all single freemen above the age of twenty-one years who
shall not follow any occupation or calling, at their discretion,
not to exceed the sum allowed by law for county purposes,
SEcT. 14. And be it further enacied by the authority afore~
said, That the town council shall, from time to time, fix the
©. ' compensation of the high constable, town clerk, treasurer,
Og-?tf;e',com- and such other officers as may be appointed under this act or
pensation of by.) - ordi F sai il. which .
borough offi- under _the y-laws or ordinances o said council, which com
cers.  °  pensation shal.l be paid'out of the borough treasury, by orders
drawn thereon; and all ovders for the payment of money -
from the treasury, shall be granted by the town council,
silgn;d by the president, and countersigned by the town
clerk. :
Secr. 15, And be it further enacted by the authority
oforesaid, That hereafter, nothing contained in the general -
road laws of this commonwealth shall extend to the said bo-
rough, but it shall be the duty of the street supervisors, undec’
of Hrouts &ee the diregtion of the burgesses and town council, to keep all
placed in  the public streets, lanes and alleys in said borough, in good
charge of bo-Ordery for the accommodation of the public; and for neglect
rough officers thereof, the chief burgess, the assistant burgess, members of
: " the town council and street supervisors, or any of them in
whom any default or neglect of duty has been, shall be liable
1o indictment in the court of General Quarter Sessions of the
peace,. in the county of Juniata, and may be convicted and
) punished in the same manner as supervisors of highways:
Proviso. Provided nothing herein contained, shall prevent the court
Power of  Of Quarter Sessions of Juniata county from granting views or
court to grant reviews for opening, vacating or.changing the route of roads
viewsand  or streets in the said borough, and that nothing herein con-
reviews. tained shall interfere with the assessment and collection of
_ county taxes as heretofore.
) Sger. 16. And be 1t further enacted by the authority
Curb stones, &joqesaid, 'lfhat' fr’om and gxfter the passage of_ this act, the
side walks, Setting of curb stones, grading and digging the side waiks for
&c - pavements, shall be done under the direction and manage-

Sdpervision



‘OF THE SESSION OF 1832-33, £9

ment of the town council, as they may direct by any ordinance
passed at their meetings for such purpose, the expense where-
of, shall be paid out of the borough treasury. i :
Secr. 17. And be it further enacted by the authority ,
- aforesaid, That it shall be the duty of every lot owner, to Lot holders
‘pave his or their pavements with good stone er brick, as may' ’"“‘k‘;t
- be directed by the council, within six months aftec the curh P27
stones shall have been set i the manner set forth in the former
section, and in case of failure on the part of the lot owner so.
to do, then it shall be the duty of the council to cause the
pavement to be made, and the cost thereof to be assessed aud - -
- collected oft such lot owner, for the use of the borough, in the
same like manner as all other debts are by law recoverable.
Snor. 18, And be'it further endeted by the authority afore-
said, 'That all vacant fots within this borough shall ‘oniy be Pavements of
liable to a side pavement of four feet wide from the curb ¥acantiots
stone. . ‘
Secr. 19. And be it jfurther enacted by the authority
gforesaid, That.it shall be lawful for the supervisors afore- Autherity to
$aid, or fer any ether person, by order and direction of the supervisors to
supervisors, to enter on any lands lying near the public cut draws,
streets, lanes or alleys in the said borough, and to cut and &e,
open such drains or ditches through the same, as may be -
judged necessary to carry off and drain the water from such
roads: Provided the same be done with as little injury as Proviso.
mnay be to the owners of such lands, which drains or ditches o injury to
shall be keptopen by thé supervisors, if necessary for amend- owners.
ing the said streets, lanes or alleys, and shall not be stopped _
or injured by the owner of the land, or by any other person, Fenalty on
under the penalty of any sum pot exceeding twenty ner less S1°PP2E°:
than four dollars, for every such offence. to be recovered, on
conviction thereof before any justice of the peace of the pro-
per county, with costs of suit. ‘

Secr. 20. And be it further enacted by the authority afore-

said, ‘That no citizen of the said borough, nor any other per- Testimony of
son otherwise competent to give testimony respecting the Cm“"sfm
‘breach of any ordinances, by-laws or regulations of the said E‘:zii}fes of
borough, shall be excluded from- giving testimony respecting ordinances,
the same, by reason that the fine, forfeiture or penalty im- &e.
posed for such breach, is or may be appropriated in aid

of the funds of said corporation, but every such person,

"otherwise competent, shall be admitted to give testimony.

Seor. 21, Jdnd be it further enacted by the authority afore-
seid, That it shall be the duty of the town council, to cause Notices of
public notice of any by-law or ordinance which they may ;:d’"at"ﬁe' to
enact, to be given, in written or printed hand-bills, to be set "® PO
up at.three of the most public places within the borough, at
l?;istﬂten days before any such by-law or ordinance shall take
effect. ' ’
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‘Srer. 22. And be it further enacted by the authovity afore:

Burgesscs to said, That the chief burgess, or'in his absence or inability to -

call meetings act, the assistant burgess, shall have power at all times when

ofcouncil,e. gceasion may requice, to call a meeting of the council, and .

lay before them any matter he may think proper for their con-,
sideration, and for which purpose he may issue his precept
* 7 tothe high constable, commanding him to give notice to the
members of council that a meeting of council will be held at
a certain time and place, to be appointed by the said burgess.

Srer. 23. And be it further enacted by the authority
Cases of  aforesaid, That in case the election shall not be held on the
omission to  day appointed by this act, the old officers shall continue in
elect officers. office until the next annual election.

Secr. 24, dnd be it further enacted by the aulhority

Persons ag- aforesaid, ‘Thatif any person or persons shall think him,.

grieved under her or themselves aggrieved by any thing done in pursunance
;h‘:ez"tm“y of this act, except in.what relates to the appointments made
onpaii! by the town couricil, he, she or they; may appeal to the next

‘ court of Common Pleas to be held for the said county, upon
giving security according to law to prosecute his, her or their

appeal with effect, and the said court having taken such order

" © therein as shall seem to them just and reasonable, the same

- . shall be conclusive. .
Secr. 25. JAnd be it further enacted by the authority
Porsons ~ aforesaid, That Thomas M’Curdy, Amoes Gustine and James

appointed to Mathers, Esquires, or either of them, shall publish and super-
:‘f’;.ﬁ“t' intend the first election for borough officers, on the Friday
eetion. preceding the third Saturday of March next after the pass-
_ ing of this act, at the place-appointed by law for holding the
elections for said borough, and they are hereby directed to
" give at least five days notice by advertisements, as before di-
rected in other cases of election, of the time and place of
holding the same. . '
Sect. 26, Und be it further enacked by the authority
‘Time of hold- @foresaid, That from and after the first day of June next,

ing borough the annual elections for the choice of borough officers in the.

clections in borough of Lawrenceville, in Tioga county, shall be held on

Lawrence- the first Monday of February, instead of the fourth Monday

ville, Tiaga

co. changed. of May.

SAM’L. ANDERSON, -
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
* JESSE R. BURDEN,
Speaker of the Senate.

Avrrovep—The sixth day of March, Auno Domini, eigh-

teen hundred and thirty-three, - _
' ' GEO. WOLF:
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