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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

No. 76.
AN ACT

Altering and amending the charter of the German Reformed congregation of Hei-
dleberg township, Dauphin county, now Jackson township, Lebanon county,
and commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Secrion 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Represenia-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General dAssembly
mef, and it is hereby enacted by the authorify of the same, That
a corporation is hereby erected by the mame, style and tile, of the
German Reformed congregation of Jackson township, Lebanon eountys
and by the same name shall have perpetual succession, and shall be
able 1o sue and be sued, to plead and be impleaded, in all courts of law
and elsewhere, and shall be able and capable in law and equity to take,
hold and recsive, to them and their successors, for the use of said cor-
poration, lands, tenements, goods and chattels, of whatsoever kind,
nature or quality, real, personal or mixed, which is now, or shall here-
after become the property of the said corporation, or to be held for
their use by gifts, grants, bargains, sales, conveyances, devices or be-
quests, or otherwise, from any person or persons whomsoever, capable
of making the same; and to grant, bargain, sell, morlgage, or dispose
of the same, for the use of the said corporation: FProvided, however,
"T'hat the said corporation shall not have power 1o dispose of, alien, sell,
or in any way encumber the said real estate belonging to the said con-
gregation, without first giving notice to the congregation, and state their
object, and if a majority of the members present at the next meeting,
after such notice has been given, shall consent thereto: Jnd provided
Sfurther, That the yearly value or income of said estate so held by said
corporation, shaill not at any time exceed two thousand five hundred
dollars, and shall not be appropriated 10 any other than benevolent and
religious purposes, except for the use of the congregation.

Sgerion 2. The business of the corporation shall be conducted by
seven lrustees, four of whom shall be a guorum, who shall annually
¢choose from among their number a president, a secretary, and a trea-
surer ; the said treasurer shall receive and account for all imoneys com-
ing into his hands belonging to the corporation, and who shall give
security for the faithful performance of the trust reposed in him, if
required, and shall have his account annually settled by the trustees, to
be laid before the congregation for their inspection, at the annnal elee-
tion of trustees; and may appoint such other officer or officers as the
said trusiees, or a majority of them, may from time to time deem
necessary for the better government of the secular affairs of the said
congregation ; but no compensation shall be allowed to such officer,
unless sanctioned by a majorily of the corporation.  All necessary ex-
penditures incurred by the said board of trustees, or the consistory,
expended or incurred in behalf of the business of the congregalion,
shall be paid by the treasurer, on the order of the president of either
board. Membere of the hoard of trustees may be re-elected as often
as the congregation may see proper. The said trustees shall undertake
no repairs, put up no new buildings, et celera, the cost of which shall
exceed the sum of one hundred dollars, without the coneurrence of the



OF THE SESSION OF 1846,

congregation ; the said trustees shall have power to submit to the con-
gregation, for their approval, such by-laws as they from lime to time By-laws.
may deem necessary and expediens jor the government of the secular

affairs of the congregation, and not incensistent with the constitution

and laws of this commonweslth; and to make, use, and have a com-

mon seal, and the same to break, alter, and renew at pleasure,

Section 8. The first election under the altered and amended charter Election.
shall be held at the said church on the third Baturday of November,
Anno Domini, one thousand eight hundred and foriy-six, and on the
third Saturday of November in each succeeding year, of which at least
ten days’ notice shall be given by announcement from the pulpit, or in

any other public manner. The said trustees to be elected as follows : How elections
the trustees now in office shall serve out the time for which they were shall be held.

elected, and the election of the remaining five shall be so arranged that
there shall be two elected annually, and every third year there shall be

three elected. If any vacancies should happen by death, or otherwise, Vacancies,

the remaining trustees shall fill such vacaney by appointment, until the
next annual election, when such vacancy shall be filled by an election,
for the unexpired time such member whose seat is made vacant had to

serve. No person shall be eligible as a trustee, unless he is a citizen Eligibility.

of this commonwealth, and a member of the German Reformed church,

by confirmation or admission, and who has been a regular member of

this congregation at least six months previous to such election, and has
contributed towards the sapport of the church: Provided also, That Proviso.
in case the congregation should at any time neglect to elect trustees at

the time therein specified, the said corporation shall not be dissolved in
consequence thereof, but the majority of the trustees remaining in office

may order an election at any subsequent time, not exceeding one month,

of which the said trustees shall give due public notice : J#nd provided Proviso,
Sfurther, That in case the trustees should refuse or neglect to call meet-

ings or hold elections, as is directed in this act, ten members entitled to

volte for trustees, elders and deacons, may call such meeting, or hold an
election, by giving at least ten days’ notice of the time and place of

such meeting or election.
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Skerion 4. 'The said trustees, and their suceessors, shall have charge Powers and du-

of all the property belonging to this congregation, manage and direct all ties of trustees.

its secular afluirs, rent or lease the property of the congregation, and be
responsible for the rents ; keep the church and mill, and other build-
ings, in good repair, eollect the outstanding moneys due the said con-
gregation, discharge the debts, if any, and pay the minister’s salary
annually, or semi-annually, as may be agreed upon by the consistory,
and sanctiened by the congregation ; appoint an inspector and clerk for
the bolding of the elections, in conjunetion with the inspector and clerk
directed to be appointed by the consistory ; all elections to be by ballot,

SecTion 6. No person shall be entitled to vote at any election for Qualifications.

minister, trustees, elders or deacons, who is not a regular member of
the German Reformed church by confirmation, or admiited by the con-
sistory of the said church, and has paid or contributed towards the
support of the church, at least six months previous to such election,
and is above the age of nineteen years, and shall have conducted him-
self according to the constitution and discipline of the German Re-
formed church of the United Siates of Nerth Ameriea: Provided, Proviso.
howeyper, ‘That in case aregular member of the church, who through
the neglect of the deacons shall not have been called upon for his
contribotion, shall not in consequence thereof be debarred from voting
at any election, provided he has paid up all arrearages dae by Lim,
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and has otherwise diseharged his duties as a Christian towards the said
churel.

Seerion 6. The president of the board of trustees shall preside at
all meetings of the board, and have the casting vote in case the board is
equally divided on any subject, call meetings of the hoard of trusiees
and of the congregation, on matiers relative to the secular aflairs of the
congregation, whenever in his opinion it shall be neccessary; and in
case of the absence of the president at any meeling, 2 president pro
tem. shall be appointed for that meeting. The secrctary shall keep
minuies of the proceedings of the board at every meeting, and hkeep a
record of the same. The existing vestry shall, as soon after the third
Sawrday in November, one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, as
the board of trustees shall be organized, deliver unto the said truslees a
true and correct account of ail the debis and credits of the said congre-
gation, together with all such other matters relating to the secular affairs
of the congregation. The said board of trustees ghall then assume the
said debts, maintain and defend all saits pending and nhdetermined
when this charter shall go inlo operation; and all contracis and agree-
ments which may have been entered into by the said vestry with any
person or persous, and which may not have expired on the said thixd
Satorday of November, one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, shall
be assumed and complied with by the said board of trustees, and their
conditions enforced.

Spcrion 7. 'The consistory shall be composed of the minister, elders,
and deacons; the minister for the time being, shall be the president of
the consistory; a majority of the consistory 10 constitule a quorum:
they shall elect from their number a secretary and a treasurer for the
poor fund, that is the alms and other moneys collected by the consis-
tory, and their appropriation regalated by by-laws, and account for all
moneys paid o him by the deacons, and pay it out to the order of the
elders and deacons; the consistory shall have the control and manage-
ment of the spiritual concerns of the congregation, according to the con-
stitution and diseipling of the synod of the German Reformed chureh in
the United States of North America; they shall also have power 1o pro-
pose and submit by-laws for the due order and regulation of the spiritual
concerns of said congregation: FProvided, Such by-laws are not con-
trary to the provisions of this charter, nor inconsistent with the consti- -
tution and discipline of the German Reformed church in the United
States, nor the constitution and laws of this commonwealth; the said
by-laws to be submitted for approval 1o the congregation at a meeting
of said congregation to be ealled for that purpose, of which said meet-
ing, the consistory shall give at least ten days’ notice from the pulpit or
otherwise; the majority of the members who are entitled to vote for
pastor, elders and deacons, present at such meeling, may approve or
reject such by-laws; the consistory shall also have power to elect the
delegate to classes, according to the constitution of the synod of the Ger-
man Reformed church of the United States of North America; they
shall also keep a correct list or register of all the names of the members

~ of the congregation, arranged in alphabetical order, open to the inspec-

tion of any regular member of the chureh.

Spcrion 8. The said consistory shall also agree with the minister
upon what salary he is to receive, and upon what conditions he wiil
serve the said congregation, and lay the same before the congregation
for their approval, at a meeting to be called for that purpose; all appli-
cations for membership, shall be made to the president of the consistory,

_or any member thereof, and the said consistory or a majority of them,

may admit such apyplicant in conformity of the coustitation and disci-
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pline of the aforesaid church; the consistory shall at present consist of Consistory form-
the minister, six elders and six deacons, to be elected for three years, ed.

with the power to increase the number to twelve elders and twelve

deacons, if the congregation see proper so 1o do; the present elders and

deacons whose terms of office shall not have expired o the third Satur-

day of November, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, Tenure.
shall continue in office for the time they were clected, and the election

of the remaining elders and deacons, shall be so regulated that hereafter

one-third of the said consistory shall be annually elected, and so on in

regular succession; the déacons shall at least once in three years, call Dties of deacon,
upon every member whose name is found on the church record, and

living within the precinets of the sail church, and receive such contri-

butions for the support of the church as said members may be willing

10 give; the consistory shall have power to call meetings of the congre-

gation, or of their own board, in all spiritual matters, Whenever they

shall deem it neeessary, by giving notice from the pulpit or otherwise,

at least ten days previous to such meeting; members of the consistory

may be re-elected 23 often as the congregation may see proper; the said

consistory shall appoint an inspector and a elerk, who in conjunction -

with the inspector and clerk directed to be appointel by the board of Inspéetor and
trustees, shall superintend and hold the elections. clerk.

Sgerion 8. The minisier or pastor of this congregation must be z Qualification of
member of the synod of the German Reformed church of the United ;i iger
States of North America, of good moral characier and standing in the
synod, who adheres strictly to the old and known landmarks of the
German Reformed chureh; ‘the Bible, the Old and New Testament, the
Heidleberg Catachism, and the Hymn Book of the German Reformed Bgoks.
chureh, shall be the books used by said minister in the instruction of
our youth,

Seeriox 10. The majority of the members entitled to vote for rus- peroval from
tees, elders and deacons, shall at all times be able to elect and remeve gffices,
the minister of the said congregation; and the consistory on ascertaining
such fact, shall order an election for that purpose, of which due public
notice shall be given by announcement from the pulpit or in any other
public manner.

Seorion 11. That the chartered rights and privileges granted to this gepeay,
congregation by the supreme court of this commonwealth, enrolled the :
twenty-sixth day of September, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and
five, be and the same are hereby repealed after the third Saturday of
November, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, when this
eharter shall go inth operation. '

FINDLEY PATTERSON,
Speaker of the House of Represenfatives.
DANIEL .. SHERWOOD,
Speaker of the Senate.
ArprovED—The tenth day of February, one thousand eight hundred
and forty-six. '
‘ FRS. R. SHUNK,
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