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from the treasury of Allegheny county, or from the funds of said cor-
poration,
FINDLEY PATTERSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
WM. S. ROSS,
Speaker of the Senate.

Arprovep—The twenty-second day of April, one thousand eight hun-
dred and forty-six.

FRS. R. SHUNK.

No. 390.
AN ACT
To provide for the reduciion of the public debt-

Preamble. - Wuarereas, Justice and the support of the public credit require that
provision be made for the reduction of the debi of this commonwealth 3
therefore ;

Secrion 1. Be it enaca‘ed’ by the Senafe and House of Represen-
tatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvanic in General Assembly
met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That

Duty of county the counly commissioners of each and every ecounty in this ecwmon-

commissioners.  wealth,-are hereby authorized and required, annuaily hereafter, at the

Property tobe as- usual period of making county rates and levies, to assess or cause to

sessed. be assessed, for the use of the commonwealth, upon all stages, omni-
buses, hacks, cabs, and other vehicles, used for transporting passengers
for hire, owned, used, or possessed within this commonwealth, by any
person or persons, or by any corperate body or bodies, and upon all
annuities over iwo hundred dollars, except those granted by this com-
menwealth or by the United States, and dpon all property real or per-
sonal, (not taxed under existing laws) held, owned, used or invested by
any person, company or carporation, in trust for the use, henefit, or

Exception. advantage of any other person, company, or corporation, excepting
always such property as shall be held in trust for religious purposes,
three mills upon each and every dollar of the value thereof.

Precepts to in- Secrion 2. The commissioners of each and every county, shall in-

clude the objects clude in the precepts they shall hereafter issue to the ward, district or

of pssessment.  township assessors, the several objects of taxation mentloned in the
preceding section, and shall require said assessors 1o ascertain the
amount, description and value thereof, and malke return to them as is

Taxes, how asses- Now required by law ; and the taxes on said property shall be assessed,

sed and collected. levied, and collected in the same manner, and the same proceedings
shall be had in relation thereto, as is required by law in the assessment,
levy, and eollection of state tax, on real and personal properly, in the
several counties respectively.

Duty of assessors.  SECTION 3. Tt shall hereafier be the duty of each assessor within this
commonwealth, at the time of making the assessments in his ward,
borough or township, to require every person;*every firm and partner-
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ship, and the president, secretary, eashier or treasurer of every company

or corporate body, sabject to {axation therein, to deliver him a statement

in writing, or partly printed and partly written, shewing the aggregate Ty requires state-
amoint of money due and -owing by solvent debtors to such person, ment of several
partnership, firm, company, or corporate body, whether on mortgage, objects of assess-
Judgment, deeree, bond, note, contraet, ‘agreement, accounts and seti]e- ment.

ments in the orphans’ courts, and eouris of common pleas, and other”

aceounis, excepling executory contracts and agreements, where posses-

sion has not been delivered {o the vendee, under such contracts or

agreements, and exeepting notes, contracts, or accounts for work or labor

done, and bank notes, whether payable on demand, or at any specified

lime, past, present or future, or whether the time of payment be speci-

fied or not, and whether eontaining an agreement to pay interest or not,

whether written or verbal; and also the amount of all shares or stock

held or owned by such person, ecompany, firm or corporate body, in

any bank, institution or company, now or hereafter incorporated in pur-

suance of any law of any other state or government, and all public loans

or stocks whatever, except those issued by this commonwealth, and all

money loaned or invested on interest in any other state, and the several

items aforesaid, composing such aggregate: Provided, That this sec- Proviso.

tion shall not be consirued to require any siatement of notes discounted

or negotiated, or held by any banking institution.

Secrion 4. Each person, the president, seeretary or treasurer of each By whom and
company, and some member of ezch firm or partnership, from whom when statements
stalements may be required under the preceding sections, shall within to be made.
fifteen days after being so required by the assessors, respectively make
out and deliver to such assessor the statement or statements aforesaid 3
and the person making such statement or statements, shall certify over
his proper signature, that the same is true and correct; and if any snch
person, member of a firm or partnership, or officer of such company or
corporation, shall refuse or neglect to furnish such siatement as is re-
quired by the provisions of this act, the assessor shall proceed to make
out, from the best means he may be able to obtain, a statement or
statements of maney or stock specified in the preceding sections, owned
by sach person, firm, partnership, company or corporation.

SecTion 5. In case any person, company, firm or corporate body, Proceedings in
shall not exhibit and set forth in any stalement made in pursuanee of case such state-
this act, the full aggregate 2mount of his, her, their or its money and ment is not made.
stock, as required by the preceding sections of this act, such person,

- eampany, firm or corporale body, shall forfeit and pay a sum of one
hundred dollars, which shall be recoverable by any person suing for the
same, in the name of the commonwealth, as debts of like amount are
by law recoverable; one-hall’ of which sum, when so recovered, shall
be paid to the proper county treasurer, for the use of the common-
wealth, and the other half to the persou at whose instance such suit
shall or nay be commenced and prosecuted 1o recovery ; and nothing
in this act shall be constraed to require that any statement hereinbefore
mentioned, shall exhibit more or other facts, than the whole or aggregate
amount of the money or stock specified in the said preceding section.

Sgetron 6. Each assessor shall, at the time he is required to make Assesdors tore-
return to the county commissioners of other property assessed by him, tum such state-
make return of the statements received and made out by him in pursu- ments to county
ance of the provisions of this act; and the money and stock speeified in SOm™IsINeE:
the preceding sections ascerlained, and from the statements aforesaid,
shall be by the county commissioners assessed and taxed in the same
manner, for the same purposes, and at the same rates, ag are specified and
provided for the assessment of money and stock, by the act of the
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general assembly of this eommonwealth, entitled ¢ An Act to reduce
the State debt, and to incorporate the Pennsylvania canal apd railroad
company,” approved the twenty-ninth day of April, - one thousand
eight hundred and forty-four : Provided, That in case any person, any
member of any firm or parinership, any president, secretary, cashier,
or treasurer of any company or corporate body, shall refuse or neglect
to make any statement as hereinbefore required, the county commis-
sioners shall add to the amount returned by the proper assessor of
money and stock as aforesaid, owned by any such person, company,

firm or corporate body, anamount equal to fifty per centum thercon, and -

shall then proceed.to levy the tax aforesaid, upon the whole amount
thereof, :

Secrion 7. The auditor general shall, as soon as practieable or
necessary, after the passage of this act, make out and transmit 1o the
eommissioners of the several counties in this state, forms of statements
required by the preceding seetions of this act, and all necessary instrue-
tions for carrying this act, as well as all other laws relating to the eol-
lection of stale taxés, into uniform effect throughout the state ; and the
county commissioners shall thereafter, from time to lime, whenever the
same shall be necessary, procure and deliver to the several ASSESSOTS,
in their respeetive counties, a sufficient number of blank forms of state-
ments as prescribed by the auditor general, in pursuance of this seetion,
together with all such directions as may be necessary to enable said
assessor to discharge the duties imposed on them, according to the true
mtent and meaning of this act.

Secrion 8. That hereafier all loans and stocks issued by any cor-
porate body chartered by virtue of any law of this commonwealth,
the whole or any part of the interest whereon is guarantied by the state,
shall be subject to, and pay a tax for the use of the commonwealth, at
the rate of one-half mill on each and every dollar of the par value thereof,
on which one per centum per annum of interest shall or may be paid
by the commonwealth ; and an additienal half mill on every dollar of
the par value thereof, for every additional one per centum per annum of
interest which shall or may be paid by the said commonwealth : Pro-
vided, 'That the amount of such tax shall be retained, and deducted by
the state treasurer from and out of any payment or payments of such
mierest: And provided further, That in those companies in which
the guarantee is pledged on the capital stock, the tax imposed by this
section shali, during the continuance of the guarantee, be in lieu of the
tax on the eapital stock subseribed under the faith of the guarantee.

Secrion 9. That the fourth section of the act of fourth May, eigh-
teen hundred and forty-one, cntitled ** An Act to provide revenue to
meet the demands on the treasury, and for other purposes,” shall be, and
continue in force no longef than the fourth day of May, eighteen hun-
dred and forty-six ; and so much of the said recited act as required the
several banks within this commonwealth, to receive the notes issued
by them respectively, in pursuance of said act, in payment of debts,
shall be, and the same is hereby repealed : Provided, ‘That in case any
bank within this commonwealth shall have redcemed the notes issued
by such bank, in pursuance of the said act, such bank shall be entitled
to have said notes cancelled on the fourth day of May, one thousand
eight hundred and forty-six, and reccive from that date interest at the
rate of six per cent. per annum.

Secrion 10. That from and after the passage of this act, the state
treasurer shall be, and he is hereby authorized to demand and receive
the same fees in his office, for searches, copies of accounts, entries and
papers filed, and for certificale and seal, as are allowed 1o be charged
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by the auditor general by the act of first April, eighteen hundred and
thirty-seven, which fees shall be by him paid into the treasury for the
use of the commonwealth, except when required by any member of the
legislature, during any session, for his use 2s a member of either house,

Secrion 11. That hereafier all dealers in goods, wares and merchan- Ay ranilers liable
dize, the growth, product and manufzcture of the United States, and to payment of tax
every person who shall keep 2 store or warehouse, for the purpose of and ficense fees.
vending and disposing of goods, wares.and merchandize, where such
person is conceyned or interested in the manufacture of such goods,
wares and merchandize, shall be classified in the same manner, and re-
quired io pay the same annual tax and license fee, as is provided and
required in relation to dealers in foreign merchandize: Provided, That Proviso.
mechanics who keep 2 store or warehouse 2t their own shop or manu-
factory, for the purpese of vending their own manufaclures exclusively,
shall not be required to take out any license.

Secrion 12. That for the purpose of betler securing the taxes 10W A poricars of

required by law to be paid by dealers in merchandize, the provisions mercantile taxes
of the fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth sections of the act of sixteenth to be appointed in
April, eighteen hundred and forty-five, entitfed *¢ An Act to increase the each county.
revenues, and diminish the legislative expenses of the commonwealth,”
relating to the appointment of appraisers of mercantile taxes in the coun-
ties of Philadelphia and Allegheny, be and the same are hereby ex-
tended to the remaining counties within the commonwealth: Provi- pyoriso.
ded however, That the commissioners of each county shall appoint the
appraiser of mercantile taxes for such county, on or before the thirtieth
day of .December in each year: And provided, That the written or Proviso,
printed notices required by the said sixth section of the sald act 1o be
furnished by the appraiser to the persons or firms assessed, shall only
extend to the city and county of Philadelphia, and to Allegheny civy,
and the city of Pittsburg, in the county of Allecheny ; and the notices
of the assessments made by the respective appraisers of the persons
and firms within the other portion of the county of Allegheny, and
within the remaining counties of the commonwealth, shall be given by
at least four adveriisements in at least two newspapers, if there shall be
so many published in the proper county : Jnd provided also, That the Proviso.
said notices shall be given as hereinbefore provided in the city and coun-
‘ty of Philadelphia, the county of Allegheny, and in the remaining
counties of the State, prior 1o the first day of July, in each year, and
that no appeal shall be permitted from said assessments after the fifteenth
day of the same month; and that as compensation for their services,
the appraisers of mercantile taxes shall receive the sum of thirty-seven
and a half cents for each certificate of license issued in'said counties,
respeclively, and mileage at the rate of three cents for each mile neces-
sarily traveled in the discharge of his official duties, an account of which
mileage shall be made out, and Hs eorrectness verified by the affidavit
of the appraiser ; and on being approved by the treasurer of the proper
county, shall be paid by him ovt of any siate taxes in his hands; and
said account so made out and paid, shall be a sufficient voucher in the
settlement of his account with the commonwealth.

Secron 13 The court of common pleas of the city and county of gourt of Philsdel-
Philadelphia, is hereby authorized and reqaired to appoint, within twenly phiz to appoint
days after the passage of this act, and annually in the month of Janu- two additional ap-
ary thereafter, two additional ¢¢appraisers of mercantile taxes,” whose Praisers of mer-
duties and powers shall be the same as are prescribed for the appraiser cantile taves.
of mercantile taxes in said city and county. - sy

Szcrion 14. That all estates, real, personal and mixed, of any kind z;ii:tt::lin:_nhen
whatsoever, subject 10 collateral inheritance 1ax, by the provisions of creaed.
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the first section of the aet of the seventh of April, one thousand eight
hundred and twenty-six, entilled ¢ An Act relating to ¢ollateral inheri-
tances,” passing from any person who may die seized or possessed of
such estate after the first day of May next, shall thereafier be made sub-
ject to a tax or duty for the nse of the commonwealth, of five dollars
on each and every one hundred dollars of the clear value of such estate
or estates, and at the same rate for any less sum, to be assessed and
collected, as now provided by law.
Duties on sales 2t SECTION 15, That hereafter the duties to bé paid o the state treasurer
augtion of groce- for the use of this commonwealth, on sales of groceries at auction in
ties. the city and ecunty of Philadelphia, shall be three-quarters of one per
centum of the gross amount of such sales; and so much of any law in
foree as fixes a higher rate of duty, be and the same 1s hereby re-
pealed.
"Pri-annual as- Sporion 16, That the tri-annual assessments requived under existing
sessmentsto be  Jaws, shall be made in the several counties, in the year one thousand
modein 1846,  eight hundred and forty-six, and tri-annually thereafter, in the manner
prescribed by the acts of assembly regulating the same.
Excess valuation SEcTIoN 17. That in case thé assessed valuation of ‘property in any
to be lable to tax county shall hereafier exeeed the aggregate valuation of property in
for state purposes. such county, as is or may be established by the board of revenue com-
missioners, the thirty-eighth section of the act, entitled ¢ An Act to
reduce the state debt and incorporate the Pennsylvania canal and rail-
road ecompany,” approved the twenty-ninth day of April, ane thousand
eight hundred and forty-four, shall not be so construed as to exempt
said excess valoation from taxation for state purposes ; but the valuation
for the several counties fixed by said commissioners shafl he treated
as a minimum valuation, helow which the aggregate amount of assess-
ments in the respective counties shall not descend.
Commissioners of  SEeTIoN 18. That the commissioners of Bedford county, be and
Bedford county  they are hereby authorized and required to add to the assessments in
to add to the as- said counly, for state purposes, for the vear eighteen hundred and forty-
sessments of said giy, an amount equal to the swn that would have been assessed for the
county. use of the state, if one mill of state tax had been zdded to the assess-
ments of said county for the year eighteen hundred and forty-four,
agreeably to the provisions of an aet, entiled ¢ An Act to reduce the
state debt, and incorporate the Pennsylvania canal and railroad com-
pany,’ approved the twenty-ninth day of April, eighteen hundred and
forty-four. '
Dty of eollectors Seerion 19, That all collectors of state and county taxes shall, upon
of state and coun.. 1€ setilement of their accounts of taxes collected, make an oath or
ty taxes. affirmation, that they have made a true and just return of all moneys
by them collected for state or county taxes; and the several county
treasurers are hercby authorized and required, to administer such oath or
affirmation, which shall be filed in the commissioners’ office of the pro-
pet county,
Penalty for refus- Secrion 20. That hereafler the penalty imposed by the seeond section
ing toserveas  Of the act of the twenty-eighth February, eighteen hundred and thirty-
collector of tazes. five, entitled ¢¢ A supplement 10 the act, relating to coannty rates and
levies, and. township rates and levies, and to the act relating to counties
and .townships, and county and township officers,” wpon any persen
who shall refuse to serve as collector of taxes, shall be fifiy dollars; and
so much of satd section as is inconsistent herewith, be and the same s
hereby repealed. _
Collectors” war.  SEcTioN 21, That hereafier the period during which warrants hereal-
rants to be effec- ter 1o be issued to collectors shall be effectual for the collection of taxes,
tual for two years. shall be two years and no more; and so much of the forty-fourth see-
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tion of the act of fifieenth April, eighieen hundred and thirty-four, enti-
tled <“An Act relating to county rates and levies,”” as is inconsistent
herewith, be and the same is hereby repealed.

SkcTiox 22, That the act of fourteenth April, one thousand eight Act for relief of
bundred and forty-five, entiled ¢ An Act for the relief of the city of Fiftsburg, so far
Pittsburg,” be and the same is hereby repealed, so far as relates to any g:aﬁ'f”g:l:&;
undrawn balance in the treasury, which may be due and payable under repealled. ’
the provisions of said act.

Secrion 23. That where any person shall hereafter die, leaving real Eetates of dece-
or personal estate, which, by the existing laws of this commonwealth, dents, how to be
is subject to taxation for state or countly purposes, such property, o tnxeﬂ
long as the same shail belong to the estate of snch deceased person,
may be taxed in the name of the decedent, or in ‘the name of his
administrator or administralors, executor or execnutors, or his heirs
generally, or in the name of any of the administrators, executors
ot heirs ; and in taxing it in the names of the exeeutors, administrators
or heirs, it shall not be necessary to designate them by their christian
or surnames ; and such tax on such real estate shali remain a lien on
the part taxed for the period of one year, from the first day of June
following the assessment of said tax, and may be collected from the per-
son or persons in possession thereof, in the same manner as is now
provided by law ; and all taxes heretofore thus assessed, are hereby de-
clared to be legal, and may be colleeted in the manmner herein provided :

Provided also, 'That the expiration of the lien of said tax shall not pre- Proviso.
vent the collection thereof, within the time now provided in other cases;

and where 2 different time is affixed by law for the existence of the lien

of any such tax, this act shall not operate as a repeal of such law, but

the same shall be eonstrued as controlling the provisions of this section,

50 far as regards the time such lien is to continue in force.

FINDLEY PATTERSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatwes.
WM. 8. ROSS,
Speaker of the Senate.

ArprovEp—The twenty-second day of April, one thousand eight hun-
dred and forty-six.
FRS. R. SHUNK.
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