OF THE SESSION OF 1847,

No. 110,
AN ACT
Relating to arbitrations.

Warreas, Greal inconvenience and embarrassment are oflen expe-
rienced in the trial of suits between coniractors, and laborers and work-
men, employed in the construction or repairs of railroads and canals,
by companies incorporated by the laws of this commonwealth, and
empowered to construct sach railroads and canals, and such incorpo-
rated companies, by reason of the want of power in arbitrators in actions
depending before them, to compel the production of books and papers
which contain evidence pertinent to the issue ; therefore,

Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvanie in General Assembly
met, and it is hereby enacted by the autharity of the same, That
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from and after the passing of this aet, arbitrators shall have power in pawers of arbi
any action depending before them, between any contractors, laborers or trators in certain
workmen, and any company incorporated by the laws of this common- cases specified.

wealth, and empowered to construct, make and manage any railroad,
canal, or other publie internal improvement, to require either party to
produce any books or writing, in their possession or power, which
contain evidence pertinent to the ssue; and if such party shall fail to
produce such books or writings, or to satisfy said arbitrators why the
same is not in their power so to do, it shall be lawful for the said arbi-
trators to find an award against such party, il plaintiff, of no cause of
action, if defendant, for such sum as the plaintiff, his agent or atiorney,
shall make oath or affirmation, is justly due, according 10 the best of

his knowledge and belief: Prouvided, 'That before such requirement Proviso.

shall be made by such arbitrators, it shall be praved to their satisfaction,
on oath or affirmation, that clear and distinct netice in writing shall have
been given to produce such books or wrilings, at least ten days previous
thereto.

. JAMES COOPER,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

CH. GIBBONS,
Speaker of the Senafe,

Arpproven—The twenty-fourth day of February, one thousand eight
hundred and forty-seven,
FRS. R. SHUNK



