OF THE SESSION OF 1847,

No. 344.
AN ACT
To incorporate the horough of Reading, Berks county, into a city.

Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represento-
tives of the Commonweaith of Pennsylvania in General Assembly
met, and it is hereby enucted by the authority of the same, That
the inhabitants of the borough of Reading, in the county of Berks, as
the same extends and is now incorporated, are hereby constituted a
corporation and body politie, by the name and style of ¢ the mayor,
aldermen and citizens of Reading,” and by the same name shall have
perpetual succession, and they and their successors, by such name shall
at all times forever be able and capable in law, to have, purchase, re-
ceive, possess, and enjoy lands, tenements and hereditaments, liberties,
franchises and jurisdictions, goods, chatiels and effeets, 1o them and
their successors forever, or for any other or less estate ; and the same
lands, temements, hereditaments, goods, ehattels and effects, by such
name to grant, bargain, scll, alien, convey, morigage, pledge, charge
and encumber or demise, and dispose of at their will and pleasure; and
by the same name shall be able and capable in law or in equity, to sne
or be sued, plcad or be impleaded, answer and be answered unto, de-
fend and be delended in all courts of record and elzsewhere, in 2ll man-
ner of suits, actions, complaints, pleas, causes, bills, answers, matiers
and things, that to the said city, as a body politic and eorpurate in law
and in fact shall and may appertain; and for that purpose shall have and
use one common seal, and the same from lime to time may change,
alter, defuce and make anew.

Section 2. 'The city of Reading shall be divided into five wards, in
the manner following, viz: so much of said eity as shall be included
within a line beginning at the westerly bank of the river Schuylkill ;
thence east by the northern boundary of the city to Sixth sireel; thence
by Sixth street to Penn street; thence by Penn street lo the westerly
bank of the river Schuylkill; thence by said river 1o the northern boun-
dary of the city, shall be one ward, and shall be called Northwest ward;
and so much of said city as shall be included within a line beginning
at the westerly bank of the river Schuylkill; thence east by Pean street
to Sixth street ; thence by Sixih street to Spruce street; thence by
Spruce street to the westerly bank of the river Schuylkill; thence by
gaid river to Penn street. shall be one ward, and shall be called South-
west ward ; and so much of said ity as shall be included within a line
beginning at the westerly bank of the river Schuylkill; thence east in
a line with and by Spruce street to Seventh street ; thence by Seventh
street to the intersection of the said street with the Philadelphia and
Reading railroad; thence by the line of the said railroad to the southern
boundary of the city; thence by said boundary o the westerly bank of
the river Schuylkill; thenee by said river to the place of beginning. shall
be one ward, and shall be ealled Spruce ward; and se much of said
city as shall be incladed within a line beginning at Penn street; thence
by Sixth street to Spruce streel; thence by said Spruce street to Seventh
street; thence by Seventh street to the intersection of Seventh stireet
with the Philadelphia and Reading railroad ; thence by the line of said

409

Borough of Read-
ing incorporated
into a city.
Name,
Privileges.

Divided into five
wards.



410

Councils.

Commen council.

Common coun-
<il regulated.

Qualifieation of
voters,

Annual election
of officers.

Classification.

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

railroad to the southern boundary of the city; thence by said boundary
to the Reading and Perkiomen turnpike; thence by said turnpike to
Penn street; thence’by Penn street to Sixth street, shall be one ward,
and shall be called Southeast ward; and so much of said city as shall
be included within a line beginning at Penn street; thence by Sixth street
to the northern boundary of the city ; thence by the said boundary to
the eastern boundary of the city ; thenee by the said boundary to the
Reading and Perkiomen turnpike ; thenee by said turnpike to Penn
street ; thence by Penn street to Sixth street, shall be one ward, and
shall be ealied Northeast ward.

Secrion 3. Each of the said wards shall have one member of the
select council of the said city, who shall be an inhabitant of the ward
from which he shall be elected, and qualified to serve as a member of
the senate of the commonwealth ; and each of the said wards shall have
one member of the common council of the said city for every three hun-
dred taxable inhabitanis of such ward, and shall have, in addition there-
to, one member of the common couneil of the said eity for every fraction
of three hundred taxable inhabitants, exceeding in number twe hun-
dred, who shall be an inhabitant of the ward from which he shall be
elected, and qualified to serve as a member of the house of represen-
tatives of the eommonwealth, provided that each ward shall have at
least one member of the said esmmon couneil.

Secrion 4, The number of taxable inhabitants of each ward shall
be determined from the returns of the assessors of county taxes, and
the common council shall have power to regulate the mumber of com-
mon councilmen to be chosen from each ward, from time to time, being
governed in the discharge of that duty by the ratio of representation
preseribed in the third sectien of this charter, and by the returns of the
assessors of eounty taxes.

Secrion 5. Uniil the common council shall regulate the number of
common councilmen to be chosen from each ward, Noriheast ward
shall be entitled to two, Southeast ward to two, Southwest ward to .
three, Northwest ward to two, and Spruce ward 10 one member of that
body, :

Sectiox 6. That the freemen of the city of Reading, citizens of this
state, or of the United States, who have resided within the bounds of
the said city at least one year preceding the election, and within that
iime paid a borough ora city tax, shall meet in the several wards on the
thied Friday in March, Anno Domini eighteen hundred ani forty-seven,
and on the third Friday in Match, yearly thereafter, and elect by ballot
for their several wards, s¢ many persons as the said wards severally
may be entitled to, to be members of the common council for the said
city for the year in which they shall be elected; and also, at the first
election herein provided for their several wards, one person to be a mem-
ber of the select council of the said city, and the persons so elected by
the several wards membersof the seleet council, shall, at their first meeting
after their election, divide themselves by lot into three elasses, the seats
af the first class, whick shall consist of one, shall be vacated at the ex.
piration of the first year, of the second elass, which shall consist of
two, at the expiration of the second year, and of the third class, which
shall consist of two, at the expiration of the third year, so that one
class may be chosen by the ward or wards entitled to elect, respectively,
every year after such first election ; and the first and every subsequent
election of select and common councilmen, held under this act, shall
be' held and conducted in the several wards of the said city, at the place
appointed in each ward for holding the general election, by. the officers
selected by the voters of the said several wards to hold and conduct the
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general election next preceding, who are hereby authorized and required
10 hold said elections, and the said officers shall hold and conduct the
said elections in their several wards, according to the provisions of the
general election law of this commonwealth ; and when each election, How elections
10 be had and held in pursuance of this section shall be closed, and the shall be conduct-
number of votes for each candidate or person voled for shall be counted -
and ascertained, the persons herein authorized and required to hold and
conduct such elections, shall prepare and make, under their respective
hands and seals, duplicate returns of all the votes given at such elee-’
tion; one of which shall, with the tally fists and lisis of voters for all
city officers voted for at such elections, be deposited in one of the ballot
boxes, and be sealed with the seals of said officers, and delivered with-
in twenty-four hours of such election to the nearest justice of the peace
or alderman for safe keeping, and the other to be delivered within
twenty-{our hours of such election to the chief burgess of said borongh,
or to the mayor of the said eity, to be filed in his office ; and the said offi-
cers of election shall make out a certificate of election for each person
chosen as a seleet or common councilman, which certificate shall be de-
livered to the person so chosen, or left 2t his usnal place of abode by
the high constable of said <ity, within three days after such election,

Section 7. That the said select and common councilmen elect, shall
meet at the county eourt house in the said eity, and afterwards at said
court house, until a towe hall for their accommadation shall be built by
the said eity, between the hours of ten and twelve o’cloek in the fore-
noon, on the Friday next following each and every election of select
and eouncilmen, to be held in pursnance of this act, and shall then and
there receive from the chief burgess of the said borough, or from the
mayor of the said eity, the return of election to him made, and shall
forthwith proceed to examine the same, and to judge and determine
thereon ; and for that purpose, and to the end and intent that this act
or the provisions herein contained may not be ineflectual, the said select
or common councilmen elect, as the case may be, who shall be elected
and returned, as aforssaid, or a majority of them, who shall be a quo-
Tum for all business, shall be judges of their own election, and shall
have full power and amthority to approve thereof, or to set aside the
same, or afterwards to vacate the seat of any member for misbehaviour,
neglect of duty or other misdemeanor, and to order new elections, as
the case may require, to be held at such times s shall be by such coun-
cil respectively appointed, of which they shall give at least fifieen days’
previous notice, by handbills posted up in public places in the proper
ward, and by advertisement in one or more of the newspapers printed
in the said eity ; which election shall be held in the proper ward, by
the proper officers herein authorized and directed to conduct the annual
city election in such ward, who are hereby enjoined to do and perform
the duties herein required of them at such special election, and to make
returns of guch election in manner as aforesaid ; and so, in like man-
net, as often s eccasion may require, upon the death, resignation or
removal from the city of a member or members of either of the said
councils, that in caseof a tie vole between candidates for membershipin
either council, is returned to either eouncil respectively, such candidates
8o having a tie vote shall appear at the proper day, when the council
for which they were caudidates is organized, and shall, in the presence
" of such ceuncil, determine by lot which of them shall become a mem-
ber of the same, and the one in whose favor the lot shall determine, -
shall be forthwith sworn in.

Secion 8. That each and every select and common councilman who Councitmen to
shall be elected, chosen and returned in manner aforesaid, and whose be sworn,
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election shall be so as aforesaid approved of, shall, before he enters on
the execntion of his office, take a solemn oath or affirmation before the
president or one of the judges of the court of common pleas of Berks
counly, or bofore the mayor of the said city, for the time being, well
and faithfully fo execute the office of a select councilman, or of a com-
mon eouncilman, (as the case may be) of said city ; and shall there-
upon, without any further or other commission, enter upon the duties
thereof, and shall hold and excreise the same until the term of office

‘therein shall expire, as direeted in and by this act.

Secrion 9. That the power of the zaid corporation of the said city
shall be vesied in the said select and common councils, whe shall, in
common couneils assembled, have full power and authority to make,
ordain, constitute and establish such and so many laws, ordinances,
regulations and eonstitutions (provided the same shall not be repugnant to
the laws and constitution of the United States or of this commonwealth, )
as shall be necessary or convenient for the government and welfare of
the said eity, and the same to enforce, put in use and execution by
constables, waichmen and other proper officers, {(whom they shall have
power to appoint and to remove at pleasure,) and at their pleasure to
revoke, aller and make anew, as oceasion may require; and shall have,
hold and enfoy all the powers now vested in the borough of Reading,
which are lieroby transierred to and vested in the said couneils,

Seerion 10, That the said select and common councils, in common
council assembled, shall have power 1o borrow, for the use of the said
city, any sum or sums of money which they shall deem necessary, and
to issue cortificates of loan for the amoum so borrowed, to the persons
respectively lending the smine; and the said certificates, signed by the
mayuor of the said city, and atlested hy the presidents of the select and
common councils, shall be binding and obligatory on the said corpora-
tion 1 Proyided, ‘That the sums of money so borrowed, shall not, in
the whole, including the sums heretofore borrowed for the use of the
borough of Reading, for the re-payment of which the faith of the said
horough is now pledged, exceed the sum of seventy thousand dollars ;
and the sald councils, in eommon council assembled, shall have power
to lay and colleet taxes within the limits of the said city, for the pur-
pose of carrying into effect the by-laws, rules and erdinances of the
said city 3 and for the re-payment of all loans, with the interest thereon,
heretofore made for the use of the borough of Reading, for the re-pay-
ment of which the faith of the said borough is now pledged ; and for
the re-payment of all loans, with the interest thereon, hereafter to be
made, for ihe use of the said eity, for the re-payment of which the
faith of the said city shall hereafier be pledged : Provided, ‘That the
assessment of such taxes upon real or personal property, shall be made
upon the valuation of property taken fer the purposes of county rates
and levies : ndl provided, ‘T'hat the taxes levied any one year, shall
not exceed one per cent. mpon such valuation ; and the collectors of
taxes appointed by the said councils, as hereinbefore provided, shall,
on the delivery of the duplicates to them respectively, proceed to col-
lect the amonut of sueh duplicates from the persons therein respeeclively
charged, and pay over the same, when collecied, without delay, to the
cily treasurer, taking his receipt therefor ; and if any person shall ne-
glect or refuse to make payment of the amount due by him for such
tax, within thiviy days from the time of demand made, it shall be the
duty of the collector Lolding ihe duplicate wherein such tax shall be
charged, to levy such amount by distress and sale of the goods and
chattels of such delinquent, giving ten days’ public notice of such sale,
by wriilen or printed adverlisements ; and in case goods and chaitels
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sufficient to satisfy the same, with the costs, cannot be fouund, such
collector shall be authorized to take the body of such delinguent, and
convey him to the jail of the proper county, there to remain until the
amount of such tax, together with the costs, shall be paid or secured
Ilo be paid, or uptil he shall be otherwise discharged by due course of
aw.

SectioN 11. That the select and common couneils, in joint meetin
assembled, shall have power, at their first meeting after they shall have Annually to elect
been elecled and qualified, and yearly thereafier, to elect viva voce as ¢ty officers.
many suitable persons as they shall deem necessary, to be collectors of
taxes for the said city, who shall eollect the taxes for the year for which
they shall be appointed, and shall give such security for the faithful
discharge of thejr duty, as the sajd councils shall direct; and also one
solicitor of the said corporation, one or more regulators of the strests,
one or more sireet commissioners, one or more city constables, a clerk
of the market, and such other officers as they shall deem necessary for
the proper exeeution of the lawy and ordinanees, and the carrying of
the police regalations of the said eity into effect ; and shall have power,
by ordinance, to fix the compensations of ull the said officers, and to
prescribe their duties, and by joint resolution, at pleasure, to dismiss
and remove all or any ol them, except the tax collectors.

Section 12. 'The said select and common councils, in common coun-
cil assembled, shall have power, by ordinance, 1o determine the width to footwalks

. - . £l
of the side or footwalks of the streets, lanes and alleys within the geers, Ianes and
limits of the said city, and 1o require and direct the paving and curb- aljeys,
ing thereof by the owner or owners of lots {ronting thereon ; and on
the failure or neglect of any person or persons owning lots, as alore-
said, to pave and curb the side or footwalks in front of his or their lot
or lots, agreeably to the requisitions of such ordinance, the street com-
missioner of the said eity shall cause the same 1o be paved and curbed,
al the expense of the said city, and the owner or owners of the said
lot or lots shall be liable to re-pay the expenses thereof to the said city ;
and it shall be Iawful for the said eouncils to file their lien for the same Liens.
in the eourt of common pleas of Berks county, which shall have pri-
ority to any mortgage, judgment, recognizance or liability to which the
said Jot or lots may become liable, after the passage of this act; and
the amount secured thereby, may be vecovered by scire facias, as debts
are recoverable under the mechanics’ lien law in the corporate name of
the said city : Provided, That such lien shall be filed within thirty proeg,.
days after such expense is ineurred by the said city, and recite the
name of the owner or reputed owner, and the occupier or oceupiers of
such lots,

Sectiox 13, That the said select and common council shall assemble
in common councils for the transaction of business, on the last Saturday
of every month in each year, and oftener if oceasion shall require.

SecTion 14. That in order that a knowledge of the said laws, ordi- Laws and ordi
nances, regulations and constilations wmay at all times be had and ob- n'ance:?o b';rp:b_
tained, and the publication thereof at all times be known and ascertained, ished and re-
such and so many of them as shall not be published in one or more of corded.
the public newspapers published in said city, within fifieen days from
and after their heing severally passed, ordained and established, and also
recorded in the office of recorder of deeds, in and for the county of
Berks, who shall keep a separate book for that purpose, and shall be
allowed and paid for recording thereof, at the same rate as is allowed
by law for recording deeds, within thirty days from and afier their being
so as aforesaid passed, ordained and established, shall be null and
void 3 and before any of the said laws, ordinances, regulations and con-
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stitutions shall be so as aforesaid recorded, the publications thereof,
respectively, with the times thereof, shall be proved by the oath or
solemn affirmation of some credible person, which said oath or affirma-
tion shall be recorded therewith, and at all times be deemed and taken
as sufficient evidence of the time of such publication.

Section 18. That the doors of the respective halls of the said select
and common councils, shall be open for the admission of all orderly and
peaceable persens, who shall be desirous of being present at the discus-
sion of any by-laws, regulations, ordinances or constitutions for the
welfare and good government of the said city ; and that all voting in
the said seleet and common councils, or in any convention of the
same upon any by-law, regulation, ordinance or constitution, or upon
the election or removal of any officer, shall be viva voce.

Srcrion 16, That the freemen of the city of Reading, qualified to
vote for members of the select and cormon couneils of said city, shall
meet in their several wards on the third Friday in March, Anno Domini,
eighteen hundred and forty-seven, and on the third Friday in March,
yearly thereafter, and elect, by baliot, one person qualified to serve as
a member of the senate of this commonwealth, and who shall have
been an inhabitant of said city for at least for years next preceding his
election, 10 be mayor of the said city, for the term of one year, com-
mencing on the Friday next following such election ; that the election
of mayor shall be held at the same time and places, by the same offi-
cers, and in the same manner herein appointed for holding the election
of members of the select and common councils of the said city ; and
the eandidate having the highest pumber of votes polled shall be elected:
that when the election to be had and held in pursnance of this section,
shall be closed, and the number of votes for each candidate or person
voted for, shall be counted and ascertained, the persons herein author-
ized and required to hold and’ conduct this election, shall prepare and
make under their respective hands and seals, duplicate returns of all the
votes given at such election, one of which shall, with the tally Hsts, be
deposited in one of the ballot boges, and be sealed with the seals of the
said officers, and delivered within twenty-four hours of such election to
the nearest justice of the peace or alderman, for safe keeping ; and the
other be delivered to the president of the town council of said borough,
or to the president of the select council of the said city.

SectioN 17. That the said president of the town council of Reading,
or the president of select council of the said city, or the person acting
as such, shall, at a meeting of the said town council of the borough of
Reading, or at a joint meeting of the seleet and common couneils of the
said eity, on the Friday next following the said election, open and pub-
lish said reterns, and cause the same 10 be entered on the journal of the
town couneil of the said borough. or on the journal of the said select
council, and some one duly qualified to administer oaths, shall ther and
there administer the usual cath or affirmation to the persons having the
highest number of votes for mayor, as aforesaid, who shall thenceforth
enter upon and perform all the duties, and possess and enjoy zll the
powers and privileges appertaining to the office of mayor of said city,
by virtue of any law of this commonwealth, or any ordinance, law,
regulation or constitution of said city, for the term of one year, as
aforesaid, and until another shall have been duly elected and qualified 3
but if an election shall be contested, and there shall be from the returns
received, or other competent testimony, (to be judged of by the members
Eresent at such joint meeting,) a reasonable doubt whether the person

aving the return has been duly elected, then the members of the select
and common councils, in joint meeting as aforesaid, which they shali
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have power to adjourn from day lo day, for the purpose of hearing and
determining the matter, shall, within one week, decide upon such con-
tested election, by a majority of the votes of the members present in joint
meeting 3 and if the return is confirmed, the person having it shall be
forthwith qualified as aforesaid ; and if the return is not confirmed, and
the election is set aside, a special election shall be ordered, to be holden
by the citizens of the said city on the fourth Friday after the third
Friday of Mareh, to elect a mayor thereof, which shall be condueted in
the manner preseribed in the preceding section of this act ; and the
returns thereof being made as therein divected, on the Friday next fol-
lowing the same, shall be opened and published as is in this section
hereinbefore prescribed, and the person having the highest number of
votes at such special election for mayor, «hall be duly qualified to 2et
as such for the remainder of the year for which he shall have been
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elected 3 and wheuever the office of mayor shall become vacant, by the Vacancy, how
refusal or omis¢ion to serve by any person elected as aforesaid, by death, supplied.

resignation, removal from the said city, or otherwise, it shall be the duty
of said select and common councils, in joint meeting, as soon as con-
ventenily may be after such vacancy shall happen, to elect a suitable
person to serve as mayor aforesaid, who shall continue in office until
the fourth Friday in March next succeeding his election, and until
another shall have been duly elected and qualified.

Secrion 18. That the mayor of the said city of Reading shall have
power to try, judge, hear and determine all actions for penalties, fines
or forfeitures imposed by virtue of the laws of this commonwealth
relating to the said city, or by virtue of the ordinances, laws, regulations
or constitations of the gaid city, as fully and in the same manner, and
with the same rights and privileges as any alderman of the said city,
by the laws of this commonwealth now has, or hereafter may have, the
power to do, subject to the same right of appeal as for debts under one
hundred dollars, and all such actions shall be instituted in the corporate
name of the said city ; and the said mayaor shall have, hold, enjoy and
exercise the criminal jurisdiction of a justice of the peace, so far as re-
gards offences, of whatever nature, commiited within the said city, as
fully as the same is had, held, enjoyed and exercised by any justice of
the peace of this commonwéalth, with regard to offences committed
within the district for which he shall be appointed, and shall receive the
same fees for services rendered in the exercise of his eriminal jurisdie-
tion, as are by law allowed to the justices of the peace of this com-
monwealth for similar services,

Seorion 19, That each and every mayor and alderman of the said
city, who shall misdemean himself in office, shall be liable to be re-
moved from office, in the same manner that justices of the peace are,
by the conastitution and laws of this commonwealth, removable for mis-
conduet in office, by the general assembly,

Section 20. That the justices of the peace at present commissioned
in and for the borough of Reading, shall be aldermen of the said city,
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and as such aldermen shall, severally and respectively, have all the aldermen.

jutisdictions, powers and authorities of justices of the peace of and for
the said city and for the county of Berks, and shzll act therein aceord-
ingly, jointly or severaily, as fully and amply as any justice or justices
of the peace, of or for any county within this commonwealth, may or
can do in and for such county ; that the aldermen of the said city, and
the justices of the peace in the county of Berks, shall have full power

and authority to do and perform all the duties of justices of the peace,

in civil cases, throughout the said county, and within the bounds of the
said city ; and in case of vacancy by death, resignation, removal from
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the said cily, expiration of commission or otherwise, of any of the
said aldermen, such vacancy shall be filled up and supplied in the man-
ner provided by the constitution and laws of this state.

Section 21. That the city of Reading be divided into two districts,
for the election of aldermen of the said eity, of which Northeast ward
and Norihwest ward shall constitute one distriet, and Southeast ward,
Southwest ward and Spruce ward, shall constitute one district, and that
each of suid districts shall have two alklermen, who shall reside in their
respective distriets.

Srorion 22, That the aldermen of the said city, for the time being,
shall have the same jurisdiction in all civil cases, as justices of the peace
af (he county have, and shall proceed therein in hike manner, for the
like fees and costs, and with the like powers and anthorities, and under
and subject to the like rules, regulations and restrictions, and to the like
means, process and execution, as in cases of debt or other demand, or
in cases of damage, trespass and trover, before any justice of the peace
within the commonwealth, with the like appeal by the parly aggrieved,
to the eourt of common pleas of the county of Berks.

Secrion 23. That the mayor and aldermen, or any of them, shall
and may take and receive the acknowiedgment and probate of all deeds,
conveyances, mortgages of other insiruments of writing, tonching or
concerning any lands, tenements or hereditamentis, situate, lying and
being In any part of this state and also, shall may take and receive the
separate exammation of any feme covert, touching or concerning her
right of dower, or the conveyance of her estate or right in or to any
such lands, tenements or hereditaments ; und also, shall and may tzke
and receive the acknowledgment and probate of any instrument of wri-
ting, to the recording of which probatt or acknowledgment is rendered
necessary by the recording acts of this state, as fully to all intents and
purposes whatsoever, as any judge of the supreme court, or president
or associate judge of any of the courts of common pleas within this
commenwealth, can or may take and receive the same 3 and they, the
said mayor and aldermen, or any of them, so taking and receiving such
acknowledgments and probates, or examinations as aforesaid, shall and
may receive the legal fees therefor.

Section 24. That it shall be lawful for any constable or coustables
of the said ¢ity, to whom any warrant, under the hand and seal of the
said mayor or aldermen, or any of them, shall be delivered, command-
ing him or them to take any person or persons, who shall have been
charged with having committed any offence within the said city, and
to bring him, her or them before the said mayor or aldermen, or any of
them, and he or they are hereby enjoined and required to execute the
same by making the arrest, if the same can be done at any place within
the counly of Berks, and also by bringing such offender or offenders,
before the said mayor or aldermen, or some of them.

Seorion 25. That it shall and may be lawful for the said mayor and
aldermen, or any of them, before whom any complaint, matter or
thing of a criminal or civil nature, within his or their jurisdiction, shall
be made or depending, to issue their subpena in common form to any
person or persons within this commonwealth, commanding him or them
to appear and give evidence therein; and every person to whom the
same shall be directed, and on whom service thereof shall be duly
made shall attend accordingly and give evidence, under such pains and
penalties as are by law incarred by apy person or persons refusing to
attend and give evidence, when duly subpened for that purpose.

Secrion 26. That the sheriff of Berks county is hereby enjoined
and required to receive, and keep in safe custody in the jail of said
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county, until legally discharged therefrom, any person or persons who
may be commiited by virtae of lawful process from the mayor or any,
alderman, or aldermen of (he said cily, in the manner, and nnder the
same penalties as if he. she or they had been committed by the court
of quarter sessivns, or any judge thereof; and all neglect ‘of duty or
willlul misbehaviour in the said sheriff, or the jailor of said jail, to-
wards such prisoners, or-any of them, shall be and the same is hereby
made cognizable and punishable, as a like neglect of duty, or a like
willful misbebaviour in the said sheriff or jailor of the said jail, towards
prisoners commitled by any justice of the peace of the said county is
or would be eognizable and punishable.

Secrion 27. That the inhabitants of the said city qualified to vote for
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mayor may, at the times and_ places, and in the same manner they elect Election of city

the mayor of the said city, elect a city treasurer, lo serve for one year tredsurer.

from the fourth Friday in March, and until another person be duly
elected and qualified 1o serve in his stead ; and the said treasurer shall

ive seeurity by bond, with two or more sufficient sureties, for the faith-
ful discharge of the duties of his affice, for the payment over vf all moneys
remaining in his hands in his official capacity, at the expiration of hig
term of office, and the delivery of all books and papers in his hands,
belonging to the said office, to his successors in office; and the said
bond shall be taken in the name of the mayor, aldermen and citizens
of Reading, and shalt be filed of record in the office of the prothono-
tary ol the county of Berks; and may also, al the same time and place,

and in the same manner, elect three repuiable persons as auditors for Auditors,

one year, to audit the treasurer’s accounts.
Secrion 28, ‘That the zct of the general assembly, passed the thir-

teenth day of March, Anne Domini one thousand eight hundred and Act of 1844, as
forty-four, entitled *“An Aet concerning road views and road damages ’d‘i]a“’s to Stl"‘&e“’
in Berks, Lancaster and Bucks counties,” be and the same is hereby €5 Tepeated.

repealed, so far as regards the county of Berks and the borough of
Reading; and that proceedings may be had, as ofien as the same may

be herealier required for opening or extending the streets, lanes or alleys Proceedings to
in the city of Reading, and for the assessment and payment of damages open or extend

for the same, under and aceording to the provisions of the second, third streets, &e.

~and fourth sections of the act of assembly, passed the fifieenth day of
March, Anno Domini eighteen hundred and twenty six, entitled ¢ An
Aet for extending the time of Lolding the court of quarter sessions of
the peace in the gounties of Berks and Bucks, and for the better regn-
lation of the borough of Reading,”” which are hereby re-cnacted and
made applicable to the said city. .

Section 29. That the said select and common couneils, in common

council assembled, shall have power to provide by ordinance for the To provide alock-

) A - u ouse.
erection or purchase of a loek-up or wateh house, in some convenient P

part of the said eity, for the detainer and confining of vagrants and
persous arresied by the police officers, until the persons so arrested can
be taken before the proper magistrate for hearing, and committed to
prison or discharged ; but no person shall be detained in the said watch
house for a longer time than twenty-four hours, except upon the order
of o moapkirate legally authorized, who may commit such person for
further hearing.

Secrion 30, That all persous elected or appointed under the author-
ity of this act, shall, in addition to the psuzal oath of office, be sworn
te support the constitution of the United States and of this state ; and
any person so elected or appointed, who shall refuse to take npon him-
self the duties of office, shall forfeit and pay the sum of twenty dollars,
to be recovered as debts under one hundred dollars are by law collected,
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Ouath preacribed.
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unless the fine shall be remitied by the mayor of said eity, who is
hereby authorized 1o remit the same, on sufficient causes shown, or by
the select and common couneils, who are hereby authorized, on suffi-
cient cause shewn, lo remit the said fine, in case of the refusal to act
of the person elected to serve as mayor.

Secrion 31, That all acts of assembly now in force touching or
concerning the borough of Reading, and ail the ordinances of the said
borongh of Reading, the said acts and ordinances not being inconsistent
with the provisions of this act, shall be and remain in force in the said
city until the same shall be re-enacted, altered or supplied by other acts
of assembly, by ordinances enacted under the authority hereby given,
by the select and common councils of the said city.

Secrion 32. That no alderman of the said city, or any person hold-
ing an office of trust or profit under the ordinances of the select and
common councils, the emoluments whereof are paid out of the treasury
of said ¢ity, shall be competent to serve as a member of the seleet or
common councils.

Sgcrion 33, That all the property and estates whaisoever, real and
personal, of the borough of Reading, are hereby severally and respec-
tively vesied in the corporation ar hody politic of the city of Reading,
and their suecessors in and by this act established, by the name, style
and tide aforesaid, to and for the use and benefit of the said eitizens
forever ; and until the corporation of the said city shall be duly organ-
ized under this act, the present charier of the borough of Reading shall
continue in full force and operation, and all officers under ihe same shall
be appuinted and hold their offices as they now may or can do by Jaws
and as soon as tiis act shall go into operation, all suits, prosecutions,
debts and elaims whatever, shall, by force ihereof, become transferred
to the said eity, which in all suits now pending shall be substituted as
party therein, and be under the management and eontrol thereof as
fully and completeby as if no alteration had been made in the said char-
ter; and all claims and demands of whalever nature, whether payable
presently or in future, existing against the borough of Reading when
this act shall go into operation, shall, by force thereof, be recoverable
from or against the said city of Reading.

Section 34. That the said select and common councils shall, once
in every year, cause to be published, in one or more of the newspapers
printed in the said eity, a just and true account of all the meneys which
shall have acerued to them in their corporate capacity during the year
preceding such publication, and also of the disposition thereof.

Sgoron 35. That as often as any doubts shall arise touching the
construction of this act, the same shall, in all courts of law and equity
and elsewhere, be consirued and taken most favorably for the said cor-
poration : And provided also, That this act, and the powers and au-
thorities herein vested in the said city, shall not be impaired, affected,
defeated or destroyed by any neglect or omission 1o appoint all or any
of its officers at the time or times allotted for the same ; and in case of
any such neglect or omission, the mayor and alderman of the said city,
or a majority of them, shall forthwith take all necessary measures to
cure and supply such defects and omissions, giving due notice thereof
in the public newspapers of the said city.

JAMES COOPER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
WM. WILLIAMSON,
Speaker of the Senate.

Arrrovep—The sixteenth day of March, one thousand eight hundred

and forty-seven. FRS. R, SHUNK.
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