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No. 81.
AN ACT
Relative to the coroners of Berks and Lancaster counties.

SectioN 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in_General JAssembly

. mety and it is hereby enacted by the authorily of the same, ‘That in

A

all cases hereafter of violent deaths in Berks and Lancaster counties, Physician or sur-
when an inquest shall be held on the body of the deceased, and it shall geons' fees.

be deemed necessary, by a coroner or justice of the peace holding the

inquest, to call upon a surgeon or physician, to make a post mortem

examination, the fee to be received of the county by such surgeon or

physician, shall be ten dollars, unless the commissioners of the county

shall be of opinion that his services deserve more, when it may be in-

creased by them to such an amount as they may think just.

WILLIAM F. PACKER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
WM. WILLJIAMSON,
Speaker of the Senate.
Arprovep—The eighth day of February, one thousand eight hun-
dred and forty-eight. :
: FRS, R. SHUNK.

No 82.
AN ACT

To incorporate the Reading gas company.

Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvanic in General Assembly
met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That
Isaac Hiester, Dr. H. H. Muhlenberg, M. S. Richards, Joseph I, Commissioners.

- Stichter, Rohert W. Packer, Samuel Bell, Benneville Keim, E. B.

Hubley, William Darling, J. Glancy Jones, John Ritter, Samuel

Griscom, of Berks county, or any five of them, are hereby appointed
commissioners 10 do and perforin the several things hereinafter men-

tioned, that is to say : "They shall procure a suitable book, and therein

enter as follows: *¢ We whose nanes are hereunto subseribed, do PTO- Form of subscrip-
mise to pay to the president and managers of the Reading gas company, tion,

the sum of twenty-five dullars for every share of stock set opposite to

our respective names, in such manner and proportions, and at such



30

Notice of taking
subscriptions to
be given.

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

times, as shall be determined by the president and managers of the said
company, in pursuance of an act of the general assembly of the com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, entitled ¢ An Act to incorporate the Reading
gas company.” Witness our hands, this day of

, in the year eighteen hundred and forty-eights”” and
shall thereupon give notice in two newspapers published in the county
of Berks, for three weeks at least, of the time and place when and
where the said book shall be kept open to receive subscriptions for the
stock of the said company, at which time and place one or more of the
said cotnmissioners shall attend and permit all persons of lawful age,
who shall offer to subseribe in the said book, in their own names or in

the names of any other persons who shall authorize the same, for .

shares in said stock ; and the said book shall be kept for the said pur-
pose at least six hours each juridical day, for the space of five days,
or until there shall have been subscribed five hundred shares ; and if, at
the expiration of five days, the book aforesaid shall not have the num-
ber of shares aforesaid therein subscribed, the said commissioners may
adjourn from time to time, and transfer the said hook elsewhere, until
the whole number of four thousand shares be subseribed, of which
adjournment and transfer the commissioners aforesaid shall give such
public notice as the occasion may require; and when the whole num-
ber of shares shall have been subseribed, then the book shall be closed.

Section 2. When one thousand shares of the stock shall have been
subseribed, and the snm of five dollars paid on each and every share,
the commissioners who have acted, or a majority of such, shall certify
to the governor, under their hands and seals, the names of the subscribers,
and the number of shares subseribed by each, and the sums paid thereon;

Governor to issue whereupon, the governor shall, by letters patent, under his hand and

letters patent.

Style.

Privileges,

Proviso.

Proviso,

the seal of the commonwealth; create and erect the subseribers, and if
the subscription be not full at the time, then also those who shall there-
afier subscribe to the number of shares as aforesaid, into a body politic
and corporate, in deed and in law, by the name and style of the Reading
gas company ; and by the same name the sabscribers shall have perpe-
wal succession, aml be able to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded,
in all ecourts of record and elsewhere; and by the said name the said
corporation shall have power and authority to manufacture and sell gas,
to be made of bituminous coal or other materials, for the purpose of
lighting the streets, buildings, manufactories and other places in the city
of Reading, and to purchase, have, hold, receive and enjoy, to them
and their successors, lands, tenements and hereditaments, goods, chat-
tels and all estate, real and personal, or mixed, of what kind or guality
soever; and the same from time to time to sell, mortgage, grant, alien
or dispose of, and to make dividends of such portion of the profits as
they may deem proper; and also to make and have a common seal, and
the same to alter or renew, at pleasure; and also to ordain, establish
and put in execution, such by-laws, ordinances and regulations, as shalt
appear necessary and convenient for the government of the said corpo-
ration, not being contrary to the constitution and Jaws of the United
States or of this commonwealth; and generally to do all and singular
the matters and things which to them it shall lawfully appertain to do,
for_the well being of the said corporation: Provided, That nothing
herein contained shall be considered as in any way giving the said
corporation any banking privileges whatsoever, or any other privileges,
liberties or franchises, bul such as may be necessary or incident to the
making of gas and the distribution thereol, for the purposes of illamina-
tion in the city of Reading: Provided further, That the said company
shall at no time hold or possess any land for any other purpose than

[
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the construction thereon of the necessary works and offices of the said
company.

SectioN 3. The said named commissioners, or a majority of them,
shall, as soon as conveniently may be after the said letters patent shall
have been obtained, give at least two weeks’ previous notice in the news-
papers hereinbefore mentioned, of the time and place by them appointed
for the subscribers to meet, in order to organize the said company, and Organization.
to choose, by a majority of votes of the said subscribers, by bullot, to
be given in person or by proxy, (which proxy shall have heen obtained,
and bear date, within four weeks previously to the election at which
such proxy shall be presented) duly authorized, one president and six _
nanagers; the president and managers ‘aforesaid, shall conduet the busi-
ness of said company until the second Monday in June, Anno Domini,
one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight, and until like officers shall
be chosen ; and may make such by-laws, rules, orders and regulations,
as are not inconsistent with the laws and constitution of this state, and
of the United States, and as may be necessary for the due management
and ordering the affairs of the said company,

Section 4. The stockholders shall meef on the second Monday of
June, Anno Domini, one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, and on Annual meetings.
the same day and month annually thereafter, at such place as may be
fixed upon by the by-laws ; of the time and place of which meeting,
notice shall be given, at least two weeks previously, in the newspapers
aforesaid, and choose by ballot, by a majority of votes present, their Elect officers.
officers for the ensuing year, as mentioned in the third section of this
act 5 which officers so elected, shall continue in office for one year, or
until others are chosen 5 and the stockholders shall also meet at such
other times, either upon the requisition of the managers, or of any
stockholders who own, in the aggregate. one hundred shares, as they
may be summoned to meet by the said managers or stockholders, in
such manner and form as shall be preseribed hy the by-laws ; at which
annual or special meeting, they shall have full power and authority to Powers.
make, alter or repeal, by a majority-of votes present, in manner afore-
said, all such by-laws, rules, orders and regulations as aforesaid, and to
do and perform every other corporate act; and the number of votes to
which each stockholder shall be entitled, at all elections, and upon all
questions submitied to any annual or special meeting of the said stock-
holders, shall be according to the number of shares he or she shall hold,
in the proportions following, that is to say :—For each share, not ex- Votes.
ceeding two shares, one vote 3 for every two shares abave two, and not
exceeding ten shares, one vote; for every five shares above ten shares,
one vote ; and no share shall confer a right of voting, which shall not
have been holden two calendar months prior to the day of election, nor
unless it be holden by the person in whose name it appears absolutely

.and bona fide, in his or her own right, or in the right of his wife, or for

his or her sole use and benefit, as an executor, administrator, trustee or
guardian, or in the right, and for the use and benefit of some co-part.
nership, corporation or society, of which he or she may be a member,
and not in trust for, and to the use and benefi; of any other person :
Provided, Thatno person shall be permitted to vote at the first election Proviso.
of said company, unless he or she has fully paid five dollars on each
share of stock by him or her subscribed, as directed hy the second
section of thisact; and atall subsequent elections of said company, no
person shall be permitted to vote, unless he or she shall have fully paid
all the instalments called for, and then due on the shares by him or her
subscribed ; and all votes by proxy, shall be on such terms and condj-
tions, as are prescribed by the act, passed on the twenty-eighth day of
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March, in the year eighteen hundred and twenty, entitled ¢ An Act to
regulate proxies.”

Secrios 5. The election of officers provided for in the fourth section
of this act, shall be conducted in the following manner, that is to say :—
The managers for the time being, shall appoint two of the stockholders,
not being managers, to be judges of the said election, and to conduct
the same ; who, hefore undertaking so to act, shall severally take and
subscribe an oath or affirmation, beflore a justice of the peace or alder-
man, well and truly, according to law, to conduct such election to the
best of their knowledge and abilities 3 and the said judges shall decide
upon the qualifications of the voters; and when the election is closed,
(which shall be and remain open at the office of the company. in Read-
ing, from ten o’clock, A. M., until three o’clock, P. M.) shall count
the votes, and the stockholders having the highest number of votes,
shall be declared duly elected 5 and if it shall at any time happen, that
an election of president or managers shall not be made, the corporation
shall not, for that cause be deemed to be dissolved; but it shall be law-
ful 1o hold and make such election of president or managers on the same
day, or any other day thereafier, giving at leastten days’ notice, signed

by the president, in the newspapers before mentioned, of the time and.

place of holding such election, and they are hereby required so to do,
at least once in every twenty days, till the requisite officers are chosen;
and the presidentand managers of the preceding year shall, in that case,
continue to act and be invested with all powers belonging to their re-
spective stations, until an election shall take place 3 in ease of the death
or resignation, or removal from the state of any president, manager or
other officer, his place shall be filled by the board of managers, until

the next annual election: Provided, That none but stockholders shall .

be eligible to be elected president or managers.

Secrion 6. The president and managers shall meet at such times
and places, as shall be found most convenient for the transacting of
their business; four of whom shall be a quorum, who, in the absence
of the president, may choose a chairman, and shall keep minutes of
their transactions fairly entered in a book; and a quorum being furmed,
they shall have full power and authority to buy land for the gas works,
and erect the same 3 to appoint all such architects, surveyors, chemists,
superintendents, and other artists and officers, as they shall deem neces-

sary 10 construct and carry on the intended gas works ; and 10 fix their

salaries and wages, 10 enter into and execute contracls or covenants, in
relation to the objects of said corporation, and to enforce the same ; to
ascertain the time, manner and proportions, in which the said stock-
holders shall pay the moaeys due on their respective shares; to draw
orders on the treasurer for money, which orders shall be signed by the
president, or, in his absence, by a majority of the managers present,
and countersigned by the secretary, and generally to do all such other
acts and matters and things, as by this act and by-laws and regulations
of the company. they are authorized to do.

Skcrwon 7. The president and managers, first chosen, shall procure
certificates, or evidence of stock, for all the shares of the said company,,
and shall deliver one such certificate, signed by the president and coun-
tersigned by the secretary, and sealed with the cammon seal of the said
corporation, to each person for such share or shares, as by him are
subscribed and held; which certificate, or evidence of stock. shall be
transferable at his pleasure, in peison or by attorpey, duly authorized,
in the presence of the president or secretary, in 2 book to be kept by
the said corporation for that purpose, suhjec't, however, to all payments
due, or to become due thereon; and the assignce, holding uny certi-

-

~i
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ficate transferred as aforesaid. shall be a member of said corporation 3 and
for every certificate assigned to him as aforesaid, shall be entitled to
a share or shares, as is therein mentioned, of the capital stock of all
the estates and emoluments of the corporation, incident to such share
or shares, and to vote as aforesaid, at the meetings thereof, and subject
to all penalties and forfeitures, and of being sued for all the halance and
penalty due, or to become due on each share, as the original subscriber
would have been,

33

after ronty s’ i i 1 =
‘SEC’I“lQN 8. If after twenty dnya notiee in the public papers afore Penalty for non-
said, of the time and place appointed for the payment of any propor- payment of in-
tion, or instalment of the said capital stock. in order to carry on the stalments.

works of the company. any stockholder shall neglect to pay such pro-
portion or instalment at the place appointed, for the space of thirty
days afier the time so appointed, every such stockholder, or his as-
signee, shall, in addition to the instalment so called for, pay at the rate
of two per centum per month, for the delay of such payment; and if
the same, and the additional penalty, shall remain unpaid for such
space of time, as that the accumulated penalty shall beceme equal to
the sum or sums before paid in part, and on account of such share or
shares, the same shall be forfeited to the said company, and may be
sold to any person or persans willing to purchase for such price as can
be obtained for the same; that in default of payment by any stockholder,
of any such instalment as aforesaid, the president and managers may,
at their election, cause suit to be bhrought before an aldetman or justice
of the peace, or in any court having competent jurisdiction, for the re-
covery of the same, together with the penalty aforesaid; that in case
of the transler, or ussignment, of any such share or shares, on which
defanlt has been made as aforesaid, the president and managers of the
said corporation may bring suit as aloresaid, either against the person
who assigned or transferred the said share or shares, or the person to
whom such transfer or assignment was made, for the recovery of any
unpaid instalment, together with the penalty aforesaid.

Sectron 9. The managers shall declare dividends of so much of the
net profits of the company, as shall appear to them advisable, on the
first Mondays in June and December, every year, which shall be paid
to the stockholders on demand, ten days after the same shall have been
declared.

Skcrron 10, That the company shall have power and authority, and
is hereby empowered and authorized, to erect gas posts, burners and
reflectors, to dig such trenches in, along and across the public streets,
lanes, alleys and sidewalks, in the city of Reading, for the purpose of
laying their pipes for the distribution of gas, as the said company may
deem necessary : Provided, That the said company shall fil up said
trenches, and restore the said public roads, streets, lanes, alleys and
sidewalks, to as good a condition as they were, respectively, in before
the said trenches were dug, at the proper cost and expense of the said
company.

AY
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Secrion 11. If any person or persons shall open a communication Penally for viola-

into the street gas-main, or other gas pipe of the said company, without
authority from the inspector, or other authorized agents of the said com-
pany, or shall let on the gas after it has been stopped, by order of the
said inspector, or other authorized agent of the said company, for re-
pairs, or any other eause or purpose, or shall put up any pipes or
burners, in addition to the pipes or burners originally put up and in-
spected, and intzoduce the gas into them without authority as aforesaid,
he, she, or they. shall be subject to a penalty of not less than ten, nor
more than fifty dollars, for each and every such offence, to be recov-
3

tion.
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ered as debts of the like amount are recoverable in law; one-half to be
paid to the informer, and the other half to the said company.

Seerion 12. If any person shall wilfully or maliciously do, or cause
to be done, any act or acts whatever, whereby any building, construc-
tion, or works of said company, or any gas pipe, gas post, burner or
reflector, or any matter or thing appertaining to the same, shall be
stopped, obstructed, injured or destroyed, the person or persons so
offending, shall be considered guilty of a misdemeanor; and being thereof
indicted and convicted in the court of quarter sessions, shall be pun-
ished by fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or imprisonment not
exceeding one year, or both, at the discretion of the court: Provided,
Such criminal prosecution shall not in anywise impair the right of
action for damages by a civil suit, hereby authorized to be brought for
any such injury as aforesaid, by and in the name of the said corpor-
ation, in any court in this state having cognizance of the same.

Secrion 13. That the legislature hereby reserve the right to alter,
amend or annul this act, whenever, in their opinion, it may become ne-
cessary for the public good: Provided however, "I'hat no injustice shall
be done to the corporators.

WILLIAM F. PACKER,
Speaker of the House of Representalives.

WM. WILLIAMSON,
Speaker of the Senate.

ArprovEp—The eighth day of February, one thousand eight hun-
dred and forty-eight.
FRS. R. SHUNK.

No. 33.
AN ACT
To incorporate the village of Coudersport into 2 borough.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly
mel, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That
the village of Coudersport, in the county of Potter, and territory included
within the following boundaries, to wit: Beginning at the south-east
corner of the village plot, and taking the entire lines of said village plot
as its boundaries, to the place of beginning, is hereby erected into a
boraugh, which shall be called and styled the berough of Coudersport.

Secrion 2. That the inhabitants of said borough entitled to vote for
members of the general assembly, having resided therein one calendar
month immediately preceding the election, shall, on the third Friday of
Febroary next, and annually thereafter, on the same day which now
is, or hereafter may be fixed by law for the election of constable and
other township officers within this commonwealth, meet at the court
house, in said borough, and then and there, between the hours of one
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