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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

No. 26.
AN ACT

To incorporate the West Philadelphia hall association, in the county of Phila-

. delphia.

Secrion 1. Be it cnacted by the Senate and House of ]?epre&entgz-

dives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly

met, and it is hereby enccted by the authority of the seme, 'That
Edward F. Gay. Jacob Broom, Henry Leech, John M. Pugh, M. D.,
William W. Keen, Charles Colladay, 'Thomas D. Grovet. Benjamin
Sage, 'Thamas? Allihone, Joseph S. Keen, John R. Hoopes, Hugh
M’Ilvain, Richard Simpson, Henry Pleasants, M, D., Edward Lane,
Philip Lowry and J. M. Linnard, and their successors, and ail persons
who now are, or herealter may be associated with them, be and they
are hereby created and erected into a body corporate and politic in deed
and in law, by the name, style and title of the ¢ West Philadelphia

‘hall association 3 and by that name shall have perpetual successiou.
3 Y perp

and be able to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, in any court
of law or equity ; and to take and to hold to them and their successors,
either by grant, gift, devise or lease, any Jands or real estate, for the
purpose of erecting thereon a suitable building or buildings. for the use
of said association, any goeds or chattels, sum or sums of money, by
gift, grant, bargain, sale, will, devise or bequest, from any person or
persons whatsoever, capable of making the same; and the same, at
their pleasure, to grant, bargain and sell for the use of said association;
and generally to do all and singular, the matters and things which shall
be lawful for them to do, for the well being, and due management, of
the affairs of said association : Provided, That the real estate of which
the corporation shall be at any one time possessed, shall not exceed the
clear vearly value of three thousand dollars. '

SecTion 2. The persons hereinbefore named, are hereby appointed
commissioners to do and perform the several acts and things hereinafter
mentioned ; that is to say, they or such of them as shall act in the
premises, not less than five, shall, as soon as conveniently may be,
and within three months next after the passage of this act, procure and
open a suitable book or books, at such time and place as they may de-
signate in the borough of West Philadelphia; of which time and place, at
least ten days’ previous public notice shall be given in one or more news-
papers published in the city of Philadelphia; in which book or books
they shall enter as follows :—+¢ We whose names are hereunto sub-
scribed, do promise to pay to the wustees and company of the West
Philadelphia hall association, the sum of twenty dollars for each and
every share of stock set opposite to our respeclive names, in such
manner and proportions, and at such times as shall be determined by
the trusiees of sail association. Witness our hands the
day of Anno Domini, ene thousand eight hundred and
forty-nine ;" and at the time and place so designated and named in the
public notices, to be given as aforesaid, the said commissioners, by
themselves, or by committees to be by them appointed, shall attend for
the purpose of opening the books, and to receive subscriptions for
stock; and the said books shall be kept open at least six hours on such
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day, at the time and place designated in she peblie notices, to be given
as aforesaid ; and in case five hundred shares of stock, being the cupuial
stock of said association, be not 4l sold oa the day of the first opening
of the books, the number remaining unsold, may aflterwards be disposed
of at such time and place, and under such regulations as the trustees,
for the time being, may order : Provided, That no subseription for
such siock shall be valid, uniess the party or parties making the same
shall, at the time of sobseribing, pay to said comuissioners four dollars
on eaeh and every share for the use of the association, )

Secrion 3. The said commissioners, or at [east tive of them, acting
in the premises. as aforesaid, shall as soon as ‘econveniently may be,
after two hondred and fifty shares of the siock are subseribed, appoint
a time and place for the subseribers o meet, in order to organize the
said ussociation. and shall give at least ten days’ previous mnotice there -
of, in one or more newspapers of the eity of Philadelphia, aforesaid,
and the said subseribers, when met, shall bv ballot elect, by a majority
of volers present, five trustees, citizens and residents of said borough
of West Philadelphia, to conduct and manage the affairs and business
of said association until the first Monday of January of the next
vear, and until others are chosen, and shall annually thereafier, at
such time and place as the by-laws of the said association shall pro-
vide, elect five trustees to serve as aforesaid; and the three commissieners
first named shall be the judges of the election of trustees, and the judges
of all fuinre eleciions shall be appointed by the trustees for the time
being, and nolice of such election shail be given in such manner as the
by-laws shall provide.

Pravisa.

Groenizaticn.

Secrion 4. It shall and may be lawful for the borough of West Borough of West
Philadelphia, according 1o the discrelion of the burgess and council Philadelphia, ay-
thereof, or of a majority of them, for the ime being, to subscribe to ot thotized to sub-

purchase any number, not exceeding one hundred shares of the capital
stock of sald association ; and the said burgess and council are hereby
authorized to borrow, in ansicipation of their taxes; such amount as
they may delermine to subscribe, in order promptly to meet the pay-
ment of such subscription. :

Seerion 5. In the event of any of the subscribers to the stoek
refusing, or neglecting, in any wise, to comply with the terms of
subseription, for the space of sixty days afier they shall have been
respeclively notified thercof, they shall forfeit the money or instalment
already paid” in by them respectively, which shall inure 1o the benefit
of the said association; and thé trustees are hereby authorized there.

gecibe.

upon to sell and dispose of such forfeited stock, in_suchmanner as they Forfeited stock.

may determine, as if’ the same had never been before issued or sold.

Section 6. The object of said association shall be to provide, erect
and furnish a hall, or suitable building or buildings, in the borough of
West Philadelphia, for the accommodation of the town council, and of
the bheneficial societies that now are or may hereafier be established,
for elections, and suitable aiso fora room 1o be used for public meetings,
and for a library.

SecrionN 7. It shall and may be lawful for the said corporation to
have a common seal, and the same at will and pleasure 10 change, alter
and renew, as they shail think proper, and shall have and exercise all
the rights, privileges and immunities necessary for the pnrposes of the
eorporation hereby constitnied, and as herein expressed.

Object.

Seal.

Srcrron 8: The trustees for the time being, or a majority of them, Powers of trus.

shall have power 1o carry oul the objeets of the association as herein-
before expressed, 10 clect a president from their own body, to elect a
treasurer and secretary, and to appoint such other officers and agents

tees,
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as they shall deem necessary to carry out the objeets aforesaid, conduct
and execute the business and affaits of said association, to fix their
compensation, and in their discretion to dismiss them ; to provide for
the investment of the funds of the association in such manner as they
shall deem most safe and béneficial ; to provide for paying all the neces-
sary expenses of condueting the affairs of the assoeistion, 2nd generally
io pass all such by-laws as shall be necessary to the exercise of said
powers, and of other powers vested in sail association, and the said
by-laws from time to time 1o alter and repeal : Provided, That sach
by-laws shall not be contrary to the constitttion and laws of this com-
monwealth, nor of the United Siates. :

‘Beerien 9. It shall be the duty of the trustees, at least once in every
year, to appoint from the members of the said association, three com-
petent persons as a commiflee of examination, whose duty it shall be
to investigate the affairs of said association, and to make report thereof;
and it shall also be the duty of the trustees on the first Mondays of
January and July, in each and every year, to make and declare a divi-
dend of the interest and profits of - the said association, after paying its
expenses, and the same to pay over to the stockholders, or their legal
representatives, within thirty days thereafter.

SecTioN 10. Whenever the West Philadelphia hall association shall
have completed their building or buildings, or so much of them as may
be necessary for the purpose, it-shall and may be lawful for the town
council of the borough of West Philadelphia, at the request of a ma-

Jjority of the legal voters of said borough, to remove the place of holding

all. general or special elections in said borough, from the publie school
house 1o the hall of said association, of which due notiee shall be given
by public printed handbills, and in three or more newspapers. published
in the city of Philadelphia: Provided, That the place for the meeling
of the assessors and inspectors of the borough of West Philadelphia, for
making the additional assessment, shall hereafier be held in the room
used by the town council, as their chamber at the present time, and
until a suitable hull is erected or provided.

Section 11, The legislature hereby reserves the right to alter,
amend, or repeal the charter of the Wesi Philadelphia hail association,
whenever, in their opinion, it may be injurious to the citizens of this
commonwealth ; in such manner, however, that no injustice shall be
done to the incorpotators.

. WILLIAM F. PACKER,
.Speaker of the House of Representatives.

GEORGE DARSIE,
Speaker of the Senate.

Arrrovep—The fifth day of February, one thousand eight hundred
and forty-nine, -
WM. F. JOHNSTON.
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