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No. 158,
ASUPPLEMENT

To the act, entitled < An Act relating to the directors of the poor of Lancaster
county,” approved the second March, eighteen hundred and forty-six,

Sgcrion L. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly
mel, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, ‘T'hat

An sct relating to the provisions of the act, entitled s An Act relating to the directors of
the poor, extend- the poor of Lancaster county,” approved the second day of March,
«d to York coun- Apno Domini eighteen hundred and forty-six, be and the same are
ty- hereby extended to York county. .
JAMES COOPER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
CH. GIBBONS,
Speaker of the Senate.

Arrrovep—The third day of March, one thousand eight hundred

and forty-seven.
’ FRS. R. SHUNK.

No. 1_59.
AN ACT

To prevent kidnapping, preserve the public peace, probibit the exereise of certain
powers heretufore exercised by judges, justices of (he peace, ellermen and jailors
in ihis commonwealth, and to repeal certain slave laws.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvamia in General Assembly
mety and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That

Kidnapping. if any person or persons shall, from and after the passage of this act,
by farce or violence take and carry away, or cause to be takén or ear-
ried away, and shall by fraud or false pretence entice or cansed to be
enticed, or shall attempt so to take, carry away or entice any free negro
or mulatto, from any part or parts of this commonwealth, to any other
place or places whatseever out of this commonweslth, wilh a’ design
and intention of selling and disposing of, or of causing to be sold, or
of keeping and detaining, or of causing to be kept and detained, such
free negro or mulatto as a slave or servant for life, or for any term

A high misde-  Whatsoever, every such person or persons, his or their aiders and abet.

meanor. tors, shall be deemed guilty of high misdemeanor, and on conviction
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thereof, in any court of quarter sessions of this commonwezlth, having
competent jurisdiction, shall be sentenced to pay, at the diseretion of

the court passing the sentence, any sum not less than five hundred nor Punishment.

more than two thousand dollars; one-half whereof shall be paid to the
person or persons who shall prasecute for the same, and the other half
1o this commonwealth ; and moreover, shall be sentenced to undergo a
punishment, by solitary confinement in the proper penitentiary, at hard
1abor, for a period not less than five years, nor exceeding twelve years 3
and on conviction of the second offence of the kind, the person so
offending shall be senténced to pay a like fine, and wndergo a punish-

ment, by solitary confinement in the penitentiary, for twenty-one years. .
Sgcrion 2. That if any person or persons shall hereafier knowingly
N . Transfer ot sale
sell, transfer or assign, or shall knowingly purchase, take a transfer or o any frae ne-
assignment of any free negro or mutaito, for the purpose of fraudulently zroes'to be deen-
removing, exporting, or earrying such free pegro or mulatto out of 1his ed a misdemeanor
state, with the design or intent, by fraud or false pretences, of making and punishable,

him or her 1 slave or servant for life, or for any term whatsoever, every
person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, aid
on conviction thereof, in any coort of quarter sessions of this commaon-
wealth, shall be sentenced by such court to pay a fine of notless than five
hundred doltars, nor more than twa thousand dollars; one-half whereol
shall be paid to the person or persons who shall prosecute for the sune,
and the other half to this eommonweslth ; and moreover, shail be sen-
tenced, ot the discretion of the court, to undergo a punishment by soli-
tary confinement, at hard fabor, in the proper penitentiary, for a period
not less than five years nor exceeding twelve years.
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Sgcrion 3. That no judge of any of the courts of this common- yyigsiction of
wealth, nor any alderman or justice of the peace of said commonwealth, judges, justices
shall have jurisdiction, or take cognizance of the case af any {ugitive and aldermen

from labor from any of the United States or terrilories, under a certain limited

act of congress, passed on the twelfth day of February, one thousand
seven hundred and ninety-three, ensitled **An Act respecting fugitives
from justice, and persons escaping from the service of iheir masters ;7
nor shall any such judge, alderman or justice of the pezee of this common-
wealth, issue or grant any certificate or warrant of removal of any such
fugitive from labor, under the said act of congress, or under any other
law, authority or act of the congress of the United States; and if any
alderman or justice of the peace of this commonwealth, shall take cog-
nizance or jurisdiction of the case of any such fugitive, or shall grant
or lssue any certificate or warrant of removal as aforesaid, then, and in
either case, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor in office, and
shall, on conviction thereof, be sentenced 10 pay, at the discretion of
the court, any sum not less than five hundred dollars, nor exceeding
one thonsand dollars ; the one half o the party prosecuting for the
_same, and the other half to the use of this commonwealth.

Secrion 4. That if any person or persons claiming any negro oF Fugitives from
mulatto, as fagitive from servitude or labor, shall, under any pretence labor protected
of authority whatsoever, violently and tamoltuously seize upon and from an unlawful

carry away to any place, or attempt (o seize and carry away in a rio-
tous, violent, wmulivous and wnreasonable marmer, and so as to disineb
or endanger the public peace, any negro or mulatte within this com-
monwealih, either with or without the intention of taking such negro
or mulatto before any district or circuit-judge, the person ar persons so
offending against the peace of this’ commonwealth, shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof, beforé any count
of quarter sessions of this commonwealth, shell be sentenced by such
court to pay a fine of not Jess than one hundred dollars, nor more than

selzure.,
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one thousand dollars, with eosts of prosecution; and further, to be con-
fined in the county jail for any period, at the diseretion of the court,
not exceding three months.

Srerron 5, That nothing in this act shail be constraed to take away
what is hercby declared to be invested in the judges of this common.
wealth, the right, power and authority, at all times, on application made,

-to 1ssue the writ of haheas corpns, and to inguire into the causes and

legality of the arrest or imprisonment of any human being within this
commonwealth, :

Secrion 6. I shall not be lawful to use any jail or prison of this
commonwealth, for the detention of any person claimed as a fugitive
from servitude or [abor, except in cases where jurisdiction may law-
fully be taken by any judge, under the provisions of this act; and any
jailor or keoper of any prison, or other person, who shall offend against
the provisions of this section, shall, on conviction thereof, pay a fine
of five hundred dollars ; one-half thereof for the use of the common-
wealth, and the other half to the person who prosecutes ; and shall,
moreover, thenceforth be removed from office, and be incapable of
holding such office of jailor or keeper of a prison, at any time during
his natural life.

Skction 7. 'That so mueh of the act of the general assembly, enti-
fled *An Act for the gradual abolition of slavery,” passed the first day
of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty, as authorizes the
maslers or owners of siaves (o bring and retain such slaves within this
commaonwealth, for the period of six months, in involuniary servitude,
or for any period of tine whatsoever; and so much of said act as pre-
venis a siave from giving testimony against any person whatsoever, be
and the same is hereby repealed.

Section 8. That the act passed March twenty-fifth, eighteen hun-

“dred and twenty-six, and all laws of this commonwealth which are

hereby altered, be and the same are hereby repealed,

JAMES COOPER,
. Speaker of the House of Representatives.

CH. GIBBONS,
Speaker of the Senate.

Aprrovep—The third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and

forty-seven.
FRS. BR. SHUNK.
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