OF THE SESSION OF 1850,

No. 299,

AN ACT

To muthorize the scheol directors of the borough of Columbia district, Lancaster
county, to bororw money for school purposes; to incorporate the German Re-
formed church of Lancaster; and relative to the assessment of machinery in the
county of Delawsre,

Sretion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvemia in General Assembly
met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, ‘That
the board of scheol directors of the Columbia borough district, in the
county of Lancaster, be and they are hereby authorized and empow-
ered to borrow any sum or sums of money not exceeding in the whole
more than one thousand five hundred dollars, at any rate of interest not
exceeding six per.cent. per anmum, for the payment of the debts of said
school district, and for the improvement of the school houses and
grounds attached to the same, of the said school district; and it shall
and may be lawful for the board of directors of said school district,
lo secure the money so borrowed by bond of said directors, and mort-
gage upon the real estate of said school district, or otherwise as said
directors may direct,

Secrion 2. That the said board of school directors and their suc-
cessors in office, are hereby authorized and empowered to lay an
increased taxation each and every year, as long as it may be necessary,
over and above the limit of taxation for school purposes fixed by the
present or any subsequent law, so as 1o raise the sum of two hundred
dollars, to be specially pledged for the payment of the interest on said
loan, and to provide a-sinking fund for itseventual liguidation.

Seorion 3. That the reverend’ N. A. Keys, the present minister,
Peter Long, David Longenecker and P. K. Breneman, the present trus-
tees, Daniel Heitsher, Abraham Cole, Jaceéb L. Hoffmeler and Christian
Gast, the present elders, and George Spurrier, Joseph Welchans, Henry
Metzger, Charles M. Erben, David King and George Gundaker, junior,
the present deacons, and their duly elected and appointed successors in
office, as hereinalter required, together with the communicant members
of the German Reformed church of the city of Lancaster, whose stated
religious services are now and shall continue to be conducted in the
English language, and their successors, shall be and they are hereby
created and erected into one body politic and corporate, in deed and in
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law, by name, style and title of “* The minister, trustees, elders and Style.

deacons of the German Reformed church of the city of Lancaster,”
and by the same name shall have perpetual succession, and be able

and capable in law to see and be sued, plead and be impleaded, in any Privileges.

court of law or equity in this state, and to make and have a common
seal, and the same to break, alter or Tenew at their pleasure, and to
take, purchase, hold and recetve, to ‘them and their successors in
trust for, and also. to the use of the said congregation, any lands, tene-
ments, goods and chautels, of whatsoever kind, nature or quality,
real, personal or mixed, which are now or shall or may at any time
hereafter become the property of the said congregation or body poli-
tic, by purchase, gift, grant, bargain, sale, conveyance, devise, bequest
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or otherwise, from any person or persons whomsoever capable of
making the same, and the same to grant, bargain, sell, improve, or
dispose of for the use of the said congregation, as may be hereinafter
directed and authorized, and generally to adopt and do all such mat-
ters and things as may be lawful to be done for the well being and due
management of the.said congregation; and the said minister, trustees.
elders and deacons, shall have full power and authority to ordain and

By-laws. establish such by-laws, ordinances, rules and regulations as shall be
. necessary and proper for regulating the temporal concerns of the said
Prosiso. congregation, and for promoting religion in the same : Provided, They

be not repugnant to the constitution or laws of this state or of the Uni-
ted States: And provided further, That the same shall be in con-
formity with the constitution, rules and principles of the German
Reformed church in the United States of North America: And pro-
vided also. That the clear yearly value or income of the estates of
the said corporation shall not at any time exceed the sum of three
thousand dollars, and shall not be used for any other than benevolent
or religious purposes.

Secrion 4. The business of the said corperation shzll be condueted
by one minister, three trustees, four elders and six deacons, who shall
be called the consistory, and be elected and ehosen in the manner here-
inafter provided for ; and whenever a majority of the members of the:
congregation, at any congregational meeling to be held for such purpose,
and of which due notice shall be given, shall; by resolution, determine
upon inereasing the number of elders to six, such additional number
shall be voted for at the next anmual election, for such term and period
as may be fixed and arranged by an ordinance to be enacted by the con-
sistory for said purpose ; and such additional elders, when elected, shall
be adinitted to and have all the rights, powers and privileges of original
members of the consistory.

Srorion 5. That the Rev. N. A. Keyes, the present minister, Peter
Long, David Longenecker and P. K. Breneman, the present trustees,
Daniel Heitsher, Abraham Cole, Jacob L. Hoffmeier and Christian
Gart, the present elders, and any additional elders, if any there be,
elected elected hereafter, and George Spurrier, Joseph Welchans,
Henry Metager, Charles M. Erben, David King and George Gundaker,
Jr., the present deacons. and their duly elected and appointed succes-
sors in office, as hereinafter provided for, are hereby confirmed, eonsti-
tuted and appointed to be and forever remain the officers of the said
Consistory- eongregation, and shall always be called and known as the consistory

of the said ehurch ; and shall serve for the several terms and periods of
three years and less, for which they were severally ehosen, aceording
to the arrangement entered in the records of the church aforesaid.
SgcrioN 6. All regulations and ordinanees made, enacted and of-
Regulations, or- dained in relation to the congregation, as provided for in the first see-
dinances, &e.  tion of this act, shall be published from time to time as enacted on
the some oeeasion of public worship thereafter ; and all the property,
real, personal or mixed, to be taken and held by the said eonsistory and
their successors, and by the said congregation, shalt be taken and held
according to the stipulations of the eharter of the First German Reformed
chureh.

. Secmon 7. The said eonsistory shall have full power and awthority
Consistory, pow- a¢ any time to borrow money on bonds, notes or mortgages, for any
ess of. amount not exceeding the sum of one thousand dollars in the aggiegates

but for any sum required above that amount, the consent of the mem-
bers of the congregation shall be first had and obtained by a resolution
10 be adopted at a meeting to be called on due notice for that purpose,

Trustees, elders
and deacons.
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and a certificate thereof entered on the church records : Provided, That
it shall always be the duty of tlie consistory to make 4 teport in writing,
on the day of the annual election for chureh officers, of the financial
condition of the congregation, speeifying the receipts and expenditures
of the financial year then closing.

Section: 8, All elections shall be by ballot, and the members of the
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said corporation shall, on the first Tuesday in February, A. D., 1851, Anoualelections.

and on the samé day annually thereafter, (so long as.four elders shall be
deemed a sufficient number,) elect an elder to serve four years, (and
when it is decided by the.congregation, as hereinafier provided, to fo
place six elders in office, then two elders, each to serve three years,)
two deacons and one trustee, to serve three years; and whenever any
vacancy shall occur by death, resignation or removal, the remaining
members of the consistory shall supply such vacancy, to continue until
the next annual election, when a candidate shall be elected for tlie un-
expired term of the person so deceased, resigning or removing ; but no

person shall be elected to or hold the office of elder, deacon or trustee,

who is not at least twenty-one years of ‘age, a member of the German
Reformed church, and entitled to vote at all elections under this act of
incorporation 3 and nothing in this act shall be so construed as to pre-
vent any officer from being re-elected to the same office at any election
of said corporation ; but should any ten or more members of the church,
within ten days after any vacancy occasioned as aforesaid, by death,
resignation or removal as aforesaid, presenta written request signed by
them 1o the consistory, requesting a meeting of the congregation for that
purpose, the consistory shall appoint such meeting for the holding of an
election to supply such vacancy.

Stcrion 9. The time for entering upon official duties shall be im-

mediately upon installation or induction into office, according to the First election of

forms of the German Reformed charch of the United States of North
America, and which, whenever practicable, shall be on the Sunday next
succeeding the election.

officers.

Secrion 10. In the election of a minister, the consistory shall first o, . .
v Election of min-

select the eandidate, but in no case shall the election be between two
or more candidates at any one time; one candidate only shall be pro-
posed by the consistory, and his case shall be finally disposed of before
a second candidate is proposed. ‘

Sterion 11, Every communicant male member of the German Re-
formed church, twenty-one years of age, connected with the said con-
gregation, and all members of the consistory, shall have a right to vote
at any elections for minister, trustees, elders and deacons. and on ques-
tions that may be submitted by the consistory to the congregation for
theif decision; and any pew-holder being a communicant member, who
has paid his rent to the officers of the congregation regularly for the
term of one year next immediately preceding sach clection or meeting,
shall have a right to vote and parlicipate in the deliberations of such
meeting, in conformity with such rules and regulations as may be
adopted by the consistory: Provided, That all such persons whose
rents may be remitted by the consistory, shall nevertheless be permitted
1o vote at any such election and participate in any such meeting: /And
provided further, That male communicant members of the congrega-
tion shall have the right to vote at elections for officers, and on all other
questions, at any time before the expiration of the first year.

ister.

Votes,

Proviso.

Skerion 12, All male persons who afler the adoption of this act of pyimer provi-
incorporation regularly atiend divine worship with the said congrega- gion relative to
tion, and pay pew rents for two successive years next immediately pre- voting.

ceding an election, and shall contribute to the support of divine worship,
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and comply with the by-laws, rules and ordinances of the consistory,
and in all other respects demean themselves as church members, although
they are not communicants, shall be entitled to vote at elections for
pastor and (rustees, and on any question touching the property ar mercly
temporal interests of the congregation: Provided, Such person or per-
sons be not a2 member or members of another church, or of other
churches; and persons of the character above specified who are not
members, who have been and are now attending divine worship with
the congregation hereby incorporated previous to the passage of thig
act, who comply with and continue to conform to the conditions speci-
fied in this section, shall enjoy the privileges granted in the same, and
be permitted to participate in the transactions of the congregation, so far
as specified, simultaneously with the members of the church: Provided,
"That if in the judgmentof two-thirds of the members of the consistory
the above privileges are abused, to the injary of the church, they shall
lay the matter before the communicant voting members of the church,
and in all cases where a majority of them so decide, the privilege shall
be withdrawn.

Secrron 13. If the said congregation shall neglect, on the day and
at the time of the annual election as is hereinafter directed, to hold such
election as aforesaid, then said corporation shall not be dissolved, but
the consistory may appoint any subsequent time, not exceeding four
weeks from the time of the first notice, at which the election may be

eld: Provided, That in case the consistory should neglect or refluse
to call a meeting for the purpose of holding an election as is directed in
this act, then ten or more members gualified 10 vote as is herein pro-
vided for, may call a meeting for the purpose of holding such election,
by giving two weeks’ notice of the time, place and object of such meet-
ing, in the manner prescribed in this act.

SecrioN 14, If any objection of a serious nature shall be made

‘against the character of any officer elect, and be presented in writing

with any number of signatures attached thereto to the consistory, they
shall immediately mvestwale and decide upon the case before such
officer is installed; but an ﬁppeal may be made and had from this de-
cision to the voting members of the church, if the objection be against
an elder or a deacon elect, or to those entitled to vote for a trustee, if
against a trustee elects and if they, or a majority of them, as the case
may be, respectively decide in favor of installing such oflicer elect, it
shall be done, and if against it, then another candidate shall be elected.

Section 15. All notices of elections and meetings of the congre-
gation shall be published [rom the pulpit on an oceasion of public wor-
ship, or in such other way as the consistory shall direct; and in all
cases a majority of the legal voters shall govern at meetings of the
church or congregation ; and all meetings of the church or congregation
shall in the first pldce be called and ordered by the consxslory, “but if
they refuse to call such meeting at any time upon the written request
of any ten or more voting members of the church, any twenty or more
members may appoint one without the consistory, and upon their own
motion, by giving public notice thereof for at least two weeks previous
to the holding of such meeting, either by publication from the pulpit
during divine service, or by advertisement for two successive weeks in
any English newspaper printed and published in the city of Lancaster.

Secrion 16. A majority of the acting consistory shall upon all occa-
sions, and for the transaction of all busmess, constitute a quorum ; and
they shall appoint a secretary, who shall keep a full and complete record
of all their proceedings, and also a treasurer, from one of the trustees,
who shall take charge of all moneys belonging to the said corporation ;
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and all bonds, notes, judgments and mortgages to be giver, made and
executed, and all ideeds for any real estate sold at any time, shall be
made, signed, sealed, executed and delivered by the trustees alone, or
a majority of them for the time being ; and the consistory shall appoint
all officers for superintending, holding and conducting all elections of
the said corporation.

Section 17. That it shall be lawful for the assessors of the several
townships of the county of Delaware, at the time of making the county Assessors of
assessments, to assess and value the machinery in all woollen and cotton Delaware county
manufactories, and make return thereof to the county commissioners of::stshgg‘zlegaﬁ:s'
said counly, as the returns of other assessments are made; and after machinery in
said assessments have been adjusted, the same shall be included in the manufactories.
copy- of the valuation of property made taxable for school purposes, and )
required to be furnished to the président and secretary of the said school
districis ; and the directors of the said school districts are hereby author-
ized and directed 1o levy the same rate of school tax on said assessment,
as is laid on the assessments of other property of said district for school
purposes: Provided, That the assessment of said machinery for the
present year may be made any time before the first day of May, one
thousand eight hundred and fifty.

Secrion 18. That the directors of the public schools of the town- School directors
ships of Radnor, Haverford and Upper Darby, in the couuty of Dela- of.
ware, are liereby authorized to levy a sufficient amount of tax to enable
them to keep their schools open during the whole year.

J. S. M’CALMONT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

V. BEST,
Speaker of the Senate.

Approvep—The ninth day of April, one thousand eight hundred
and fifty.
WM. F. JOHNSTON.

No. 300.

ANACT

Authorizing the canal commissioners to investigate the claim of Margaret F. Brady,
of Cumberland county.

Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and -House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly
‘met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That
the canal commissioners be and they are hereby authorized to examine.
and assess the damages claimed by Margaret F. Brady, for damage done
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