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B. All suppliesand materialscosting[five hundreddollars ($500.00)]
one thousanddollars ($1,000.00)or more shall be purchasedonly after

due advertisementas hereinafterprovided. The Authority shall accept
the lowest bid or bids, kinds, quality and materialbeing equal, but the

Authority shallhavethe right to reject any or all bids or selecta single
item from any bid. The provisionsas to bidding shall not apply to the

purchaseof patentedand manufacturedproductsoffered for sale in a
non-competitivemarket or solely by a manufacturer’sauthorizeddealer.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The17th day of August, A. D. 1965.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 187

AN ACT

SB 763

Regulatingthe selling, offering or exposingfor sale of agricultural, vegetable,flower,
tree and shrub seedsand seedmixtures for seeding purposes;requiring certain in-
formation to be affixed to the container in which such seedsare sold; defining un-
lawful seedsales and other unlawful acts; conferring powers and imposing duties
upon the Departmentof Agriculture and the secretarythereof; authorizingstop-sale
ordersby the secretaryin certaincases;providing for inspections,reportsandsurveys
by the department;requiring the keeping of recordsand samplesby seed handlers;
providing for seizure and disposition of certain seed; imposing powers and duties
upon certaincourts; andprescribingpenalties.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Short Title.—This act shall be known, andmay be cited
as “The Pennsylvania SeedAct of 1965.”

Section 2. Definitions.—For the purposeof this act, the following
terms shall have the meaningsascribedto them in this section,unless
the context clearly requires otherwise:

(1) “Department” and “secretary.” Respectively, the Pennsylvania
Departmentof Agriculture andthe secretaryof the department.

(2) “Agent,” “inspector” or “deputy.” Any personduly authorized
or appointedby the secretaryto act as the representativeof the depart-

ment in carrying out anyof the provisionsof this act.
(3) “Agricultural seeds.”Includes the seedsof grass, forage, cereal

andfibre cropsandany otherkindsof seedscommonlyrecognizedwithin
this State as agricultural seedsandmixtures of such seeds.
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(4) “Tree andshrub seeds.”Includesseedsof woody plantscommonly
known and sold as treesor shrub seedsin this State.

(5) “Vegetable seeds.” Includes the seedsof those crops which are
grown in gardensor on truck farms, and aregenerally known and sold
under the name of vegetableseedsin this State.

(6) “Flower seeds.” Includes seedsof herbaceousplants grown for

their blooms, ornamentalfoliage, or other ornamentalparts, and com-
monly known and sold underthe nameof flower seedsin this State.

(7) “Weed seeds.”Includes the seedsof all plants generally recog-
nized as weedswithin this State and prohibited and restricted noxious
weed seeds.

(8) “Prohibited noxious weed seeds.” The oeeds of perennial weeds
suchas not only reproduceby seedbut also spreadby undergroundroots,

stems, and other reproductiveparts, and which when well established,
are highly destructiveand diflicult to control in this State by ordinary
good cultural practice. Prohibited noxiousweed seedsshall be listed in
the regulationsissuedby the secretary.After public hearing, seedsof
any plantsmay be addedto or subtractedtherefrom by regulation.

(9) “Restricted noxiousweed seeds.”The seedsof such weedsas are
very objectionablein fields, lawns and gardensof this State,but canbe

controlledby good culturalpractices.Restrictednoxiousweedseedsshall
be listed in the regulationsissuedby the secretary.After public hearing,
seedsof any plantsmay be addedto or subtractedtherefromby regula-

tion.
(10) “Labeling.” Includes all labels, and other written, printed or

graphic representations,in any form whatsoever, accompanyingand
pertaining to any seedwhether in bulk or in containers,and representa-

tions on invoices.
(11) “Advertisement.” All representations,other than those on the

label, disseminatedin any manneror by any means, relating to seed

within the scopeof this act.

(12) “Kind.” One or more relatedspeciesor subspecieswhich singly
or collectively is known by one common name, for example,corn, oats,
alfalfa, and timothy.

(13) “Variety.” A subdivision of a kind characterizedby growth,
yield, plant, fruit, seed, or othercharacteristics,by which it can be dif-
ferentiatedfrom other plantsof the samekind.

(14) “Pure seed,” “germination,” etc. All seedlabeling and testing

terms in common usageshall be defined as in the rules for seedtesting
publishedby the Association of Official SeedAnalysts effective July 1,

1960 andits amendments,or by regulationsadoptedby the secretary,if
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he shall deemit advisableto define such termsdifferently.
(15) “Mixture” or “mixed.” Seedsconsistingof more than one kind

or variety when each is presentin excessof five per cent of the whole.
(16) “Lot.” A definite quantity of seed, identified by a lot numberor

mark, every portion or bag of which is uniform for the factors which

appearin the labelingwithin permittedtolerances.
(17) “Certified seed.” Includesseed potatoes,agricultural, vegetable

andsuch otherseedsas shallhave beeninspectedduring their period of
growth and preparationfor market by the secretaryor an agent and
found to conform to the requirementsof the laws and regulationsgov-
erningseedcertification in the State; or such seedpotatoes,agricultural,
vegetableand such otherseedsas shall havebeeninspectedduring their

period of growth and preparation for market by legally constituted
authority in accordancewith the laws of the state in which such seed
was grown.

(18) “Hybrid.” The first generationseedof a crossproducedby con-
trolling the pollination and by combining(i) two or more inbred lines;

(ii) one inbred or a single cross with an open-pollinatedvariety; or
(iii) two varieties or species,except open-pollinatedvarieties of corn.
The secondgeneration and subsequentgenerationfrom such crosses
shall not be regardedas hybrids. Hybrid designationsshallbe treatedas
variety names. The ~vord “cross” meansthe union of two varieties of
the samespecies.The words“inbred line” meansa relatively homozygous
line producedby inbreedingand selection.

(19) “Treated.” The seedhas receivedan application of a substance,
or that the seedhas been subjectedto a process,for which a claim is

made.
(20) “Processing.” The cleaning,blending or other operationswhich

would changethe purity or germination of the .seeds.

(21) “Record.” Includes all information relating to the shipmentor
shipmentsinvolved and includes a file sample of each lot of seed.

(22) “Stop-sale.” Includes any written or printed notices given or
issuedby the secretaryor an agentto the owneror custodianof any lot
of seedsin the State directing such owner or custodiannot to sell, offer
or exposefor sale or move such seedswithin or out of the State until
the requirements of this act, and the regulations promulgatedunder
authority hereof, shall have been complied with and a written release
has been issued.

Section 3. SeedPackageLabel Contents.—(a)It shall be unlawful

to sell, offer for sale, or exposefor sale, or transportany agricultural,
vegetable,flower, tree or shrub seedsfor seedingpurposesin bulk, pack-



SESSION OF 1965. Act No. 187 357

age or containers,unless the packageor containerin which the same
shall be exposedor offered for sale or transported,shall have attached

theretoin a conspicuousplace on the exterior thereof,a tag or label, on
which shall be plainly and legibly written or printed in the English lan-
guage, the following information relating to such seed:

(A) For all seedsnamed:
(1) The name and addressof the personwho labeled said seed, or

who sells, offers or exposessaid seedfor salewithin this State.
(2) A treatmentstatementasprescribedby the secretaryin the regu-

lations.

(B) For agricultural seeds:
(1) Commonly acceptedname of (i) kind, or (ii) kind and variety of

eachagricultural seedcomponentin excessof five per centof the whole,

and the percentageby weight of each in the order of its predominance
or in such other order as the secretarymay direct. Where more than
onecomponentis requiredto be named,the word “mixture” or the word

“mixed” shall be shown conspicuouslyon the label.
(2) Lot number.
(3) Country and stateor origin of certified seed, and agencyrespon-

sible for it.s certification.
(4) Country and state of origin of alfalfa, birdsfoot trefoil, red and

white clovers and field corn (except hybrid corn). If the origin is un-
known, that fact shall be so stated.

(5) Percentageby weight of all weed seeds.
(6) The nameand numberof restricted noxious weed seeds,or num-

ber of buiblets perpound.
(7) Percentageby weight of agricultural seeds(which may be desig-

nated as “crop seeds”), other than thoserequired to be namedon the

label.
(8) Percentageby weight of inert matter.
(9) For eachnamedagricultural seed:(i) the percentageof germina-

tion, exclusive of hardseed;(ii) the percentageof hardseed,if present,
and (iii) the calendarmonth and year the test was completedto deter-
mine such percentages.The additional statement“total germinationand
hard seeds” may be statedafter the foregoing, if desired.

(0) For tree and shrub seeds:
(1) Commonname of the kind of seed.
(2) The scientific name of the genus and speciesto which the kind

belongs and, for those kinds which belong to subspecies,the nameof
the subspecies.

(3) Lot number.
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(4) The specific locality (state and county in the United Statesor
nearestequivalent political unit in the case of foreign countries) in
which seedwas collected.

(5) The elevation for forest tree seedsto the nearestfive hundred
feet abovesea level at which the seedwascollected.

(6) The calendaryear in which the •seedwas collected.
(7) For thosekinds of seedfor which standardtestingproceduresare

prescribed:

(i) Percentageby weight of pure seed.
(ii) Percentagegermination exclusiveof hard seed.
(iii) Percentagehard seed,if present.
(iv) Calendarmonth and year the test was completedto determine

such percentage.
(D) For vegetableseeds:
(1) Nameof kind and variety of seed.
(2) Name and number per pound of restricted noxious weed seeds

present.
(3) For seedswhich germinateless than the standardlast established

by the secretaryunder this act:

(i) Percentageof germination,exclusiveof hard seed.
(ii) Percentageof hard seed,if present.

(iii) The calendarmonth and year the test was completed to deter-
mine suchpercentages.

(iv) The words “Below Standard”in not less than eight-pointtype.
(4) Percentageof germination:

(i) In containersof one pound or less, the year for which the seed
was packedfor sale such as “Packedfor ,“ or the per-

centageof germination and the calendarmonth and year the test was
completedto determinesuchpercentages.

(ii) In containers of more than one pound:
(I) The percentageof germination, exclusive of hard seed.
(II) The percentageof hard seed, if present.
(Ill) The calendarmonth and year the test was completedto deter-

mine such percentages.
(5) Lot number (for containersof more than one pound).

(6) For seedsplaced in germinationmedium, mat, tape,or other de-
vice in such a way to makeit difficult to determinethe quantityof seed
without removing the seedfrom the medium, mat, tape, or device, a
statementto indicate the minimum numberof seedsin the container.

(E) For flower seeds:
(1) The nameof the kind and variety or a statementof type andper-
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formancecharacteristicasprescribedby the secretaryin the regulations.
(2) For seedsof thosekinds for which standardtestingproceduresare

prescribedand which germinateless than the standard,last established

by the secretary,under this act:

(i) Percentageof germination exclusiveof hard seed.
(ii) Percentageof hard seed,if present.
(iii) The words “Below Standard” in not less than eight-point type.
(iv) Calendarmonth and year the test was completedto determine

such percentage.
(3) For flower seedsin packetsof one ounceor less as preparedfor

use in home flower gardens or household plantings or flower seedsin
preplantedcontainers,mats, tapes, or ether planting devices:

(i) The year for which the seedwas packedfor sale such as “Packed
for ,“ or the percentageof germinationand the calendar
month and year the test was completedto determinesuch percentage.

(ii) For seedsplaced in a germination medium, mat, tape,~or other

device in such a way as to makeit difficult to determinethe quantity of
seedwithout removing the seeds, a statementto indicate the minimum
numberof seedsin the container.

(4) For seedsof more than one ounce in containersother than pre-
planted containers,mats, tapes,or other planting devices:

(i) Lot number.
(ii) For those kinds of seedsfor which standardtesting procedures

are prescribed:
(I) The percentageof germination,exclusive of hard seed.

(II) The percentageof hard seed, if present.
(III) The calendarmonth and year the test was completedto deter-

mine such percentage.
(b) The provisions of this section shall not be construedto prohibit

the sale in smallerlots by a retailer to the ultimate userwhen suchsales
are made from packagesor containersbearingthe information required

by this section.

Section 4. Unlawful SeedSales.—It shall be unlawful for any per-
son to sell, offer for sale or exposefor sale, any agricultural, vegetable,
tree, shrub or flower seedwithin this State:

(1) Unless the test to determine the percentageof germination re-

quired by section 3 shall have been completed within a nine month
period, exclusiveof the calendarmonthin which the testwas completed,
immediately prior to sale, exposure for sale, or offering for sale or
transportation.

(2) Containing prohibitednoxiousweed seeds.



Act No. 187 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

(3) Containing restricted noxiousweed seedsin excessof established

maximum.
(4) Containing weed seeds,collectively in excessof one per cent by

weight.
(5) Not labeled in accordancewith the provisions of this act, or

having false or misleadinglabeling.
(6) Pertaining to which therehas been a false or misleadingadver-

tisement.

(7) If any labeling, advertising, or other representationssubject to
this act representsthe seedto be certified or registeredseedunless (i) it
has been determinedby a seed certifying agency that such seedwas
produced,processedand packaged,and conforms to standards,in com-

pliance with rules and regulations of such agencypertaining to such
seed;and (ii) the seedbears an official label issuedfor such seedby a

seedcertifying agency stating that the seedis certified or registered.
Section,5. Unlawful Acts.—It shall be unlawful for any person

offering seedfor sale within this State:
(1) To detach,alter, deface or destroy,any label provided for in this

act or in the rules and regulationsmadeand promulgatedthereunderor

to alter or substituteseedin a mannerthat may defeat the purposesof
this act.

(2) To disseminateany false or misleadingadvertisementconcerning
agricultural, vegetable,tree, shrub or flower seedin any manneror by

any means.
(3) To hinder or obstruct in any way any authorizedperson in the

performanceof his dutiesunder this act.
(4) To fail to comply with a “stop-sale” order.

Section 6. Nonseedingand ProcessingSeed.—Theprovisions of sec-
tion 3 shall not apply to potatoesor grain not intendedfor seedingpur-
poses,or to seedin storage in, or being transportedor consignedto a
seed cleaningor processingestablishmentfor cleaning or processingif
(1) the invoice or labelingaccompanyingany shipmentof said seedbears
the statement“seed for processing”;and (2) any labeling or otherrep-
resentationwhich may be made with respect to such unclean or un-
processedseedcomplies with the similar provisionsof this act.

Section 7. Powers and Duties of Secretaryand Department.—(a)

The department is hereby authorized and empoweredto enforce all
the provisions of this act, and shall have power to prescribe, modify
and enforcesuch reasonablerules, regulations,standards,tolerancesand
orders, as in the judgment of the secretaryshall be necessaryto carry

out the provisions of this act.
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(b) The secretaryor any agent, inspector,or deputy, in carrying out

the provisionsof this act:
(1) Shall havefull access,within reasonablehours, to any premises,

building, vehicle, vessel, car or other place, which may be necessary
for him to go.

(2) Shall sample, inspect, make analysis of and test agricultural,
vegetable,tree, shrub and flower seeds transported,sold, offered or
exposedfor sale within this State for seedingpurposes,at such time
and place and to such extentas may be deemednecessaryto determine

whether said agricultural, vegetable,tree, shrub or flower seedsare in
compliancewith the provisionsof this act.

(3) Shall issueand enforce a written or printed “stop-sale” order to
the owner or custodianof any lot of agricultural, vegetable,tree, shrub
or flower seedwhich may be found in violation of any of the provisions
of this act to prohibit further sale of such seeduntil such officer has

evidencethat the act has been complied with. In respectto seedswhich
have been denied sale, as provided in this clause, the owner or cus-
todian of such seedsshall have the right to appeal from such order

to the court of commonpleasof the county where suchseedsare located
to review the order appealedfrom.

(4) May, upon requestby the owneror custodianof seedsheld under

a “stop-sale” order, issue a written permit for the sale of such seeds
for feed, or for the purposeof processing.

(c) The departmentis herebyempoweredand authorized:
(1) To establishand maintain seedtesting facilities, to employ quali-

fied persons,and to incur such expensesas may be necessary,to carry
out the provisions of this act.

(2) To make purity and germination testsof seedsfor farmersand
dealers on request and to prescribe rules and regulations governing
such testing and to fix and collect chargesfor the testsmade. All fees

collected under this provision shall be paid by the secretaryinto the
State Treasury.

(3) To require that eachpersonwhosename appearson the labeling
as handling agricultural, vegetable,tree, shrub, or flower seedssubject
to this act shall keep for a period of two years completerecords of
each lot of agricultural, vegetable,tree, shrub or flower seedhandled
and keepfor one year a file sampleof each lot of seedafter final dis-

position of said lot. All such records and samples pertaining to the
shipment or shipments involved shall be accessiblefor inspection by

the secretaryor his agentduring customarybusinesshours.
(4) To publish in bulletins or reports any and all information ob-
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tamed from tests or analysis made under the provisions of th~sact,
which the secretarymay deem proper for publication in the interest
of the public, including the names and addressesof any personswho
have sold, offered for sale, or exposedfor sale any agricultural, vege-
table, tree, shrub or flower seedsso tested or analyzed.The secretary
shall not publish the name or addressof any citizen who shall have

submitted samplesof seedsfor test or analysis,but who has not sold,
offered for sale, or exposedfor sale any such seeds.

Section 8. Seizure and Disposition of Certain Seed.—(a)Any lot
of agricultural, vegetable,tree, shrub or flower seed,not in compliance
with the provisionsof this act, shall be subject to seizure on complaint
of the secretary,or his duly authorized agent, inspector or deputy,

to a court of competentjurisdiction in the area in which the seedis
located.

(b) In the event that the court finds the seedto be in such violation
of the act, and orders the condemnationof said seed, it shall become
the property of the departmentand shall be denatured,processed,de-

stroyed, relabeledor otherwisedisposed of by the departmentin com-
pliancewith the law.

(e) In no instanceshall any disposition of seedbe ordered by the
court without first having given the claimant an opportunity to apply
to the court for the releaseof said seed, or permissionto processor
relabel it, to bring it into compliancewith the act.

Section 9. Penalties.—Anypersonviolating, neglectingor failing to
comply with any provisions or requirementsof this act, or any rule or
regulation made hereunder,or any notice given pursuantthereto, for

the first or second offense, upon conviction thereof in summary pro-
ceeding,shall be sentencedto pay a fine of not more than two hundred
dollars ($200) for each offense,and in default of the payment thereof
and costs shall undergoimprisonmentfor a period not to exceedthirty
days; and for the third or any subsequentoffense, upon conviction
thereof, shall be sentencedto pay a fine of not less than two hundred

dollars ($200) nor more than five hundreddollars ($500), and in default
of the payment thereof and costs shall undergo imprisonmentfor a
period not to exceedsixty days.

Section 10. Injunctions.—The Attorney General at the request of
the department,may, in the name of the Commonwealth,institute pro-
ceedingsin equity in the Court of Common Pleasof Dauphin County
for the purposeof enjoining the conduct of businessin this Common-
wealth contrary to the provisions of this act, and for such purpose,
jurisdiction is hereby conferredupon said court. In any such case,the
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Attorney General shall not be required to give bond.
Section 11. Repeal.—Theact of June 5, 1947 (P. L. 426), known as

“The PennsylvaniaSeedAct of 1947,” and its amendmentsare hereby

repealed.

APPROVED—The 17th day of August, A. D. 1965.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 188

AN ACT

HB 938

Amending the act of July 28, 1953 (P. L. 723). entitled “An act relating to counties
of the second class; amending, revising, consolidating and changmg the laws relating
thereto,” providing that the offices of county officials shall be closed on Saturdays
except upon an order of a court of record or a judge thereof specifying tasks, func-
tions or duties for which they shall remain open, and permitting their tasks, functions
and duties to be performed on the next succeedingsecular or businessday.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1313, act of July 28, 1953 (P. L. 723), known
as the “Second Class County Code,” addedMay 17, 1957 (P. L. 149),

is amendedto read:
Section 1313. [Administrative] Functionsin Certain Offices on Sat-

urday.—Any [administrative] tasks, functions or duties required to be
performed in the offices of the prothonotary, clerk of the court of

quarter sessionsand of the court of oyer and terminer, clerk of county

court, clerk of juvenile court, [and the] clerk of orphan& court, jury

commissioners,registerof wills, recorderof deeds,controller, treasurer

,

county surveyor,county engineerand the boardof viewers,on Saturday,

shall be valid if performedor transactedon the next succeedingsecular

or businessday. [The prothonotary, clerk of county court, clerk of
juvenile court and recorderof deeds,shall, in the exerciseof reasonable
judgment, maintain sufficient numbersof empioyesduring such hours
as shall be adequatein order to comply with this section. Nothing
herein containedshall be considered as permitting the offices to be
closed to the general public on Saturdaymornings from 9 :00 A. M.
until noon, except when Saturdayfalls on a legal or court holiday.]
The offices of such officials shall be closed on Saturdaysexcept upon


