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the fees to be receivedby the prothonotaryof the court of common
pleas of the Commonwealthin countiesof the third class; to provide
the time of paying the same;and to repedcertainacts,” are amended
to read:

AN ACT
To ascertainand appoint the feesto be received by the prothonotary

of the court of commonpleasof the Commonwealthin countiesof
the third and fourth class; to provide the time of paying the same;

and to repealcertain acts.
Section 1. Fees.—Thefees to be received by the prothonotaryof

the court of commonpleas of this Commonwealthin countiesof the
third andfourth classshall be as follows:

* * *

Section 2. The act of July 20, 1961 (P. L. 805), known as “The
CommonPleasProthonotariesFeeAct,” is repealedin so far asit relates
to countiesof the fourth class.

Section3. This act shall take effect January1, 1966.

APPROVED—The26th day of August, A. D. 1965.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 203

AN ACT

HB 1211

Amendingthe act of June24, 1937 (P. L. 2051), entitled, as amended,“An act relating
to public assistance;providing for and regulating assistanceto certain classesof
personsdesignatedand defined as dependentchildren, aged persons,blind persons
and other personsrequiring relief; providing for the administrationof this act by
the Departmentof Public Welfare and county boards of assistancehereby created
for this purpose;authorizing the Departmentof Public Welfare to cooperatewith,
and to accept and disbursemoneys received from, the United States Government
for assistanceto such persons;providing for the liquidation of the State Emergency
Relief Board, Boards of Trusteesof the Mothers’ AssistanceFund and Boards of
Trusteesof Pension Fund for the Blind; and repealing laws relating to mothers’
assistance,pensionsfor the blind, old ageassistanceand the State EmergencyRelief
Board,” further regulating the grantingof assistanceand eligibility therefor; making
certain information confidential and making editorial changes.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Section2, actof June24, 1937 (P. L. 2051), known as the
“Public AssistanceLaw,” amendedAugust 13, 1963 (P. L. 777), is
amendedto read:
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Section2. Definitions.—As used in this act, unlessotherwiseindi-
cated, “Assistance”meansassistancein money, services,goods, shelter,

burial, or medical or other health_care,including nursing home care,

medical assistancefor the aged, and purchasedhospital and post hos-
pital care, [work relief or services,]provided from or with State, Fed-
eral, county,countyinstitution district or municipal funds,for [indigent]
needypersonswho reside in Pennsylvaniaandneedassistanceto provide

for themselvesand their dependentsa decentand healthfulstandardof
living, and for [indigent] needy homelessor transientpersons. [The

word, assistance,shall be construedto include pensionsfor thoseblind
personswho are entitled to pensions,as provided in this act, and to in-
clude alsoburial for thoseindigentpersonswho werereceivingassistance
at the time of their death.The word, assistance,shall also be construed
to include sufficient financial assistanceto enablephysicallydisabledper-
sonswho require nursing home care, as prescribedby responsiblephy-
sicians, to secureadequatenursing home care eventhough the rate of
such assistancemay be greaterthanthe usual rate of assistanceto per-
Sons who do not neednursing home care.]

“Department” means the Departmentof Public Welfare

.

“Federal-StateBlind Pension”meansassistancepaidasaid to theblind

in accordancewith the provisionsof the FederalSocial SecurityAct and

of this act.

“General Assistance”means assistance[provided to personsentitled
underthis act to assistance,otherthandependentchildren,‘agedpersons,
blind persons,disabled persons,persons entitled to medical assistance
for the aged, and personsentitled only to purchasedhospital and post
hospitalcare.] grantedunder the provisionsof clause(2) of section 8.1

of this act.

“Local Board” meansanycountyboard of assistance,establishedunder
the provisionsof this act.

The masculinepronounincludesthe feminine.
Section 2. Clause(h) of section 4 of the act is repealed.
Section 3. Section 4 of the act is amendedby addingafter clause

(k), a new clauseto read:
Section 4. General Powersand Duties of Departmentof Public

Welfare.—TheDepartmentof Public Welfareshallhavethe power,and
its duty shall be:

* * *
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(k.1) To encourageemployablerecipientsof assistanceto acceptfull

or part-time employment by providing that such recipients will again

be grantedassistanceupon termination of such employmentif they are

in need thereof.

* * *

Section 4. Clause (1.1) of section 4 of the act, added August 14,
1963 (P. L. 1053), is amendedto read:

Section 4. General Powers and Duties of Department of Public~

Welfare.—TheDepartmentof Public Welfare shallhavethe power, an~~
its duty shall be:

* * *

(1.1) To establish rules, regulations and standards,consistent with

the FederalSocial Security Act and regulationsissued thereunder,for
administration by local boards of community work and training pro-
gramsfor employablerecipientsof assistance.The conditions applicable
to work performedby employablerecipientsof generalassistanceshall

be the sameas thosepertainingto recipientsof assistancefor which Fed-
eral financial participation is available to the Commonwealth,except

that work requiredto be performedby recipientsof general assistance
may be work for a public or nonprofit private agency.Any agency for
which work is performedunder the provisions of this subsectionshall
reimburse the persons performing such work for any additional ex-
pensesreasonablyattributableto suchwork, andfor which provisionsare

not made in the assistancegrant or shall make provision for meeting

the needsfor which such expenseswould be incurred, to the same ex-
tent and in the samemannerthat provision for meeting such expenses

or needsis made under rules and regulationsof the departmentin the
case of other adult assistancerecipientswho are employed.Such work
shall be of a constructivenaturefor the conservationof work skills and

developmentof new skills for individuals who have attainedthe age of
eighteen,and are receiving aid to families with dependentchildren or

generalassistanceunderconditionswhich are designedto assureprotec-
tion of the health and welfare of such individuals and the dependent
children involved.

* * *

Section 5. The act is amendedby adding after section 4, a new
section to read:

Section 4.1. Protection of Information.—(a) The departmentshall

havethe power to makeand enforce regulations:
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(1) To protect the namesof applicantsfor and recipients of public

assistancefrom improper publicationand to restrict the use of informa-ET
1 w
56 569 m
387 569 l
S
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tion furnished to other agenciesor personsto purposesconnectedwith

the administrationof public assistance.Upon requestby any adult resi-ET
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dent of ~he Commonwealth,the departmentmay furnish the address

and amount of assistancewith respectto personsabout whom inquiry

is made, but information so obtained shall not be used for commercial

or political purposesand no information shall be furnished regarding

any person’sapplication for, or receipt of, medical assistancefor the

aged

.

(2) To protect the rights and interestsof personsabout whom per-ET
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sonal or confidential information is in its possession

.

(b) Suchregulationsshall not preventor interfere with investigations

by properauthoritiesas to the rights of personsto receiveassistanceor

as to the amountsof assistancereceived.

Section 6. The act is amendedby adding after section 8, a new
section to read:

Section 8.1. Eligibility for Assistanceother than MedicalAssistance

for the Aged and PurchasedHospital and Post Hospital Care.—Except

as hereinafterotherwiseprovided, and subject to the rules, regulations

,

and standardsestablishedby the department,both as to eligibility for

assistanceand as to its natureand extent,needypersonsof theclassesde-ET
1 w
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fined in clauses(1) and (2) of this sectionshallbe eligible for assistance

:

(1) Personsfor whose assistanceFederal financial participation is

available to the Commonwealthas old-age assistance,aid to the blind

,

aid to families with dependentchildren, aid to the permanentlyand

totally disabled,or as other assistance,and which assistanceis not pre-ET
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56 149 m
387 149 l
S
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cluded by other provisionsof law

.

(2) Otherpersonswho arecitizensof the United States,or who, during

the period January 1, 1938, to December31, 1939, filed their declara-ET
1 w
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387 97 l
S
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tion of intention to become citizens.

(3) Assistanceother than Federal-Stateblind pension shall not be
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granted: (1) to or in behalf of any personwho disposedof his real or

personalproperty, of the value of five hundreddollars ($500), or more

without fair consideration,within two years immediately precedingthe

date •of application for assistance;(ii) to an inmate of a public insti-ET
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34 532 m
365 532 l
S
BT


tution; or (iii) in behalf of an inmate of a public institution unlesshe

is a patient in a medical institution who is eligible for aid to the per-ET
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34 496 m
366 496 l
S
BT


manently and totally disabled

.

(4) Federal-Stateblind pensionshallbe grantedonly to or in behalfof

any personwho: (i) is twenty-oneyearsof ageor older and meets the

requirementas to residenceprescribedin clause(6) of this section: (ii

)

has three-sixtiethsor ten two-hundredths,or less, normal vision; (iii) is

not an inmate of a public institution (except as a patient in a medical

institution), a penal institution, or a hospital for mental disease;(iv

)

does not own real or personalproperty of a combinedvalue of more

than five thousand dollars ($5000); (v) does not own nonresident

real or personal property of a combined value of more than one

thousand five hundred dollars ($1500); (vi) has not disposed of any

property without fair consideration within the two years immedi-ET
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ately preceding the date of application for Federal-Stateblind pen-ET
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sion, or while receiving such pension, if ownership of such property

,

togetherwith his other property, would renderhim ineligible for such

pension; (vii) doesnot have actual annual income of his own of two

thousandeight hundredeighty dollars ($2880)or more, disregardingany

amountsof such income equal to the expensesreasonablyattributable

to the earningof the income, and disregardingalso the first eighty-five

dollars ($85) per month of earnedincome plus one-half of earnedin-ET
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comein excessof eighty-five dollars ($85) per month; and who (viii

)

has total recoguizedneedsof a monthly amount exceedingthe amount

of his monthly net income

.

(5) With respectto the determinationof eligibility for and provision

of Federal-Stateblind pension grants: (i) the value of resident real
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property shall be deemedto be its assessedvalue minus encumbrances

;

the value of nonresidentreal property shall be deemedto be its market

value minus encumbrances;the value of personalproperty shall be

deemedto be its actual value; and interest in property owned by the

entireties shall be deemedto be a one-half interest; (ii) notwithstanding

any other provisionsof law, no relative shall be requiredto makemone-ET
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tary or any other.paymentsor contributionsfor the support or mainte-ET
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385 483 l
S
BT


nance of the blind person: Provided, however, That the income and

propertyof the blind person’sspouseliving with the blind personshall

be consideredin determiningeligibility of the blind person;(iii) monthly

net income shall be the actual monthly income less the amountsdis-ET
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regardedin accordancewith the provisionsof subclause(vii) of clause(4

)

of this section; (iv) the departmentshalldetermineminimumbasicneeds

,

specialneedsand total recognizedneedsof blind persons.The monthly

amountof Federal-Stateblind pensionpaid to an eligible personshall be

the excess of his monthly total recognizedneedsover hIs monthly net

income,not exceedingthe maximum amount determinedby the depart-ET
1 w
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ment on the basis of the funds available for Federal-Stateblind pension

;

(v) notwithstanding any other provisions of law, no repayment shall

be requiredof any Federal-Stateblind pensionfor which a blind person

was eligible; (vi) all Federalfunds receivedby the Commonwealthfor

assistancepaid as Federal-Stateblind pension shall be used only for

grantsto or in behalfof personseligible for Federal-Stateblind pension

.

(6) Assistancemaybe grantedonly to or in behalfof a personresiding

in Pennsylvaniawho: (i) hasresidedtherein for at least one year imme-ET
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diately preceding the date of application; (ii) last residedin a state

which, by law, regulation or reciprocal agreementwith Pennsylvania

,

grants public assistanceto or in behalf of a personwho has residedin

suchstate for less than one year; ciii) is a married womanresidingwith

a husbandwho meets the requirementprescribedin subclause(i) or (ii

)

of this clause;or who (iv) is a child less than one year of age whose
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parent, •or relative with whom he is residing, meets the requirement

prescribedin subclause(i), (ii) or (iii) of this clauseor residedin Penn-ET
1 w
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363 569 l
S
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sylvania for at least one year immediatelyprecedingthe child’s birth

:

Provided, however, That needypersonswho do not meet any •of the

requirementsstated in this clause and who are transientsor without

residencein any state,may be granted assistancein accordancewith

rules, regulations,and standardsestablishedby the department.

Section 7. Section 9 of the act is repealed.
Section 8. Clauses (1) and (4) of subsection(a), clauses(1) and

(4) of subsection(b) and clauses(2) and (4) of subsection(c) of section
9.1 of the act, addedor amendedJuly 26, 1961 (P. L. 875),July 26,1963
(P. L. 320),August 14, 1963 (P. L. 1063) and April 20, 1965 (Act No.

13), (P. L. 15), are amendedto read:
Section 9.1. Medical Assistancefor the Aged.—(a) As used in

this act,
(1) “Inpatient hospital care” meanscareas a bedpatient in a medical

institution which is primarily engagedin providing, by or under the
supervisionof physicians,diagnosticservicesandtherapeuticservicesfor
medical or surgicaldiagnosis,treatmentand careof injured, disabledor
sick persons,exclusive of [institutions for tuberculosisor mental illness,
exclusive of] any institution or distinct part of an institution at least

twenty-five percentof whose patients remain in the institution for six
monthsor more, and exclusiveof any institution or distinct part of an
institution which is certified by the Departmentof Public Welfare to
provide nursing homecareas assistanceas defined in this act.

* * *

(4) “Public nursing home care,” meansinpatient treatmentand care,

other than inpatient hospital care, in a public medical institution or
distinct part of a public medicalinstitution. [operatedby acounty,county
institution district or municipality, exclusive of institutions for tuber-
culosisor mental illness. Public nursinghome carealso meansinpatient
treatmentand care, other than inpatient hospital care, in a geriatric
center.]

* * *

(b) Medicalassistancefor the agedshall consistof full or partial pay-

ment of any or all of the following careor servicesfor which Federal
financial participationis available:

(1) The cost of inpatient hospital care, not to exceed twenty-five

dollars ($25) per day. No paymentfor inpatient hospital care shall be
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madefor more than sixty days during a benefitperiod. [No paymentfor
inpatienthospital careshallbe madefor any individual who is a patient
in a medical institution as a result of a diagnosis of tuberculosisor
psychosiswith respect to any period after the individual has been a

patient in such an institution as a result of such diagnosisfor forty-
two days.]

* * *

(4) The cost of public nursing home care. [No payment for public

nursinghomecareshallbe madefor any individual who is a patient in a
medicalinstitution as a result of a diagnosisof tuberculosisor psychosis

with respectto any period after theindividual hasbeena patient in such
an institution as a result .of such diagnosisfor forty-two days.]

* * *

(c) A person shall be eligible for medical assistancefor the aged,
if he—

* * *

(2) Is not a recipient of [assistanceas an aged person as defined
herein] any assistanceunder conditionswhich would renderunavailable

Federalfinancial participation in any medical assistancefor the aged

grantedin his behalf

* * *

(4) With respectto medicalassistancefor the agedother than public
nursing home care, is a single personor married but not living with
spouseand has an annualincome of not more than twenty-four hundred
dollars ($2400) and real and personalproperty, exclusive of resident
property, householdfurnishings and automobileof a value, less.encum-

brances,of not more than twenty-four hundreddollars ($2400); or is
living with spouseand their combined annual income does not exceed
thirty-eight hundredforty dollars ($3840) and the value less encum-
brancesof their combined real and personalproperty, exclusiveof resi-

dent property, household furnishings and automobile, does not exceed
thirty-eight hundredforty dollars ($3840); except that when [minor
or incompetentchildren] anyrelativeslive with and aredependentupon

the applicant, the maximum income shall be adjusted upward in the
amount of five hundreddollars ($500) for each such [child] relative:

Provided, however, That when a person otherwise eligible for such
medical assistancefor the aged has property valued in excess of the
appropriateamount specified in this [subsection] clause he shall be

eligible for such medicalassistancefor the aged, but the paymentfor



SESSIONOF 1965. Act No. 203 397

which he is eligible shall be reducedby the amount of such excess,and
whenapersonotherwiseeligible for suchmedicalassistancefor the aged
hasincome in excessof the appropriateamount specifiedin this [subsec-
tion] clause, the paymentfor which he is eligible shall be reducedby

six timesthe averagemonthlyexcessof suchincome;
* * *

Section 9. Section 9.3 of the act, amendedAugust 13, 1963 (P. L.
777), is amendedto read:

Section 9.3. Additional (Medical] Assistance.—(a)In addition to
any other assistance,[aged personsreceivingassistanceunder the provi-
sionsof clause(b) of section9] personsreéeivingold ageassistanceshall

be eligible for inpatienthospitalcare, posthospitalcare in the homeand
nursing care in the home, to the extent provided under this act for
medicalassistancefor the aged.

(b) In addition to any other assistance,personsreceiving[assistance
under the provisionsof clauses(a), (c.1) or (d) of section9 of this act
shall be eligible] aid to families with dependentchildren, aid to the

permanentlyand totally disabled or generalassistance,shall be eligible

for inpatient hospital care to the extent provided under this act for

purchasedhospitalcare.
Section10. Subsections(a) and (c) of section 9.5 of the act, added

August 13, 1963 (P. L. 777), are amendedto read:
Section 9.5. PurchasedHospital and PostHospital Care.—(a)Pur-

chasedhospitalcareshall consistof full or partial paymentof the follow-
ing percentagesof the cost of inpatienthospitalcarefor not more than

thirty days during a benefitperiod not counting so muchof such cost as

exceedstwenty-five dollars ($25):
(1) Eighty percentfor the first ten days in a benefitperiod.
(2) Fifty percentfor the secondten daysin abenefitperiod.
(3) Forty percentfor the third ten days in abenefit ~period.
(4) The Secretaryof Public Welfare, with the approvalof the Gov-

ernor,may authorizepaymentof lesserpercentagesfrom thoseset forth
in clauses(1), (2) and (3) hereof.

(5) (No paymentshall be madefor more thanthirty daysin a benefit
period: Provided,That the total paymentfor a benefitperiod shallbe at
leastthe productof the numberof days of inpatienthospitalcare during
the benefit period multiplied by (i) ten dollars ($10) or (ii) the cost of
inpatient hospital care during the benefit period, whichever is less.]
Notwithstandingthe provisions of clauses(1), (2’) and (3) ‘hereof, the
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paymentfor continuousdaysof inpatienthospital carefor which a person

is eligible (i) shall in no casebe less than the numberof daysof such care

multiplied by tendollars ($10) if the perdiemcost is tendollars or more

;

(ii) shall be the amount of the cost of such care if the per diem cost is

less than ten dollars ($10).

* * *

(c) A personshall be eligible for purchasedhospitalandposthospital

care if he:
(1) is under sixty-five yearsof age.A minor or an incompetentadult

living with his relative shallbe eligible if such relative is eligible.
(2) Residesin Pennsylvania,but in casesof accident or emergencya

personwho doesnot residein Pennsylvaniaand who is otherwiseeligible
may receive purchasedhospital care.

(3) Is a single personor married but not living with spouseand has

an annual income of not more than fifteen hundreddollars ($1500) and
real and personalproperty exclusive of resident property, household
furnishings and automobile of a value less encumbrancesof not more
than fifteen hundreddollars ($1500), or is living with spouseand their
combined annual income does not exceed twenty-four hundreddollars
($2400) and the value less encumbrancesof their combined real and
personalproperty exclusive of residentproperty, householdfurnishings
and automobile does not exceed twenty-four hundred dollars ($2400),
except that, when [minor or incompetentchildren] any relatives live

with andaredependentupon the applicant, themaximum incomeshall be
adjustedupward in the amount of five hundreddollars ($500) for each
such [child] relative: Provided, however,That when a personotherwise

eligible for such purchasedhospital and post hospital carehas property
valued in excessof the appropriateamount specifiedin this [subsection]

clause,he shall be eligible for such purchasedhospitaland post hospital

carebut the paymentfor which he is eligible shall be reducedby the

amount of such excess,and when a personotherwise eligible for such
purchasedhospital and post hospital care has income iii excessof the
appropriateamount specified in this [subsection] clause, the payment

for which he is eligible shallbe reducedby six timesthe averagemonthly
excess‘of such income.

Section 11. Section 12 of the act, addedor amendedJune15, 1961
(P. L. 428), July 26, 1961 (P. L. 875) and September16, 1961 (P. L.

1371), is amendedto read:
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Section 12. (Federal Contributions] Paymentsfrom the Federal

Governmentand Political SubdivisionsRestitution.—(a)All [contri-

butions] paymentsreceivedby the Departmentof Public Welfare from

the United StatesGovernmentor political subdivisionsof the Common-ET
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wealth for assistanceor for administrativecosts shall be paid into the

StateTreasury,throughthe Departmentof Revenue,andcreditedto the
current appropriationmade to the Departmentof Public Welfare for
the purposeof carrying out the purposesof this act.

(b) So long as requiredas a conditionof Federalparticipation,of the
net amountcollectedor recoveredby wayof restitutionfrom anyperson,
or from his estate,by or for the Departmentof Public Welfare, for any
assistancereceivedto which the FederalGovernmentcontributed,there
shall be promptly paid to the United States an amount equal to its
proportionateshareof the amount collectedor recovered,and the re-
mainder thereof shall be paid into the State Treasury, and shall be
credited to the current appropriation to the Departmentof Public
Welfare, as provided by law.

((c) All paymentsmade to the Departmentof Public Welfare by
counties, county institution districts and municipalities in accordance
with clause (m) of section 4 of this act shall be paid into the State
Treasury, through the Departmentof Revenue,and credited to the
current appropriationto the departmentto carry out the provisionsof
this act.

(d) All paymentsmade to the Departmentof Public Welfare by the

proper authoritiesof public medical institutionsas provided by law and
in accordancewith clause (n) of section4 of this act shall be paid into
the State Treasury through the Departmentof Revenueand credited
to the current appropriationto the departmentto carry out the pro-
visions of ‘thia act.]

Section 12. Subsection (b) of section 13 of the act, amended
August 22, 1953 (P. L. 1361), is amendedto read:

Section 13. Penalties._* * *

(b) Any person [in the employ of any county board] employed in

the administrationof public assistancewho, eitherdirectly or indirectly,

influencesor endeavorsto influence the vote of anypersonreceivingor
applying for any form of assistance[or pension] under the provisions
of this act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor,and, upon conviction
thereof, shall be sentencedto pay a fine not exceedingone hundred

“his” in original.
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($100) dollars, or to undergoimprisonmentnot exceedingsix (6) months,
or both, at the discretion of the court.

* * *

Section 13. Subsections(c) and (f) of section 13 of the act are
repealed.

Section 14. Subsection(a) of section 13.1 of the act, addedJuly

26, 1961 (P. L. 875), is amendedto read:
Section 13.1. Application.—(a) Except as herein provided, every

personapplying for public assistance[including medical assistancefor
the aged] shall be requiredto sign a statementsetting forth his or her
financial statusand such other facts as may be requiredby the Depart-
ment of Public Welfare, in order to determinewhethersuch personis
entitled to public assistance[including medicalassistancefor the aged,]
and shall also be requiredto sign, as part of his or her written applica-

tion, his or her own bond to the Commonwealthwithout surety, con-
taining a warrant of attorneyto confessjudgment in the penalsum of
five hundreddollars ($500), which bond shall be conditionedon the truth
and lack of fraud and misrepresentationin any of the statementsmade
by such applicantin his or her written application.Every suchapplicant
shall makeaffidavit that the facts set forth in such statementare true
and correct. Every person employed in the administration of public
assistanceshallhavepower to administeroaths for the purposeof carry-
ing into effect the provisions of this section.

* * *

Section 15. This act shall take effect September1, 1965.

AppRovED—_The26th day of August, A. D. 1965.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 204

AN ACT

HB 1212

Relating to pensions,nursing home careand medical and other healthcare for the
blind; prescribing powersand duties of the Departmentof Public Welfare in con-
nection therewith, and prescribingpenalties.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Short Title and Legislative Intent.—This act shall be

known, and may be cited, as the “State Blind PensionLaw of 1965.”


