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($100) dollars, or to undergoimprisonmentnot exceedingsix (6) months,
or both, at the discretion of the court.

* * *

Section 13. Subsections(c) and (f) of section 13 of the act are
repealed.

Section 14. Subsection(a) of section 13.1 of the act, addedJuly

26, 1961 (P. L. 875), is amendedto read:
Section 13.1. Application.—(a) Except as herein provided, every

personapplying for public assistance[including medical assistancefor
the aged] shall be requiredto sign a statementsetting forth his or her
financial statusand such other facts as may be requiredby the Depart-
ment of Public Welfare, in order to determinewhethersuch personis
entitled to public assistance[including medicalassistancefor the aged,]
and shall also be requiredto sign, as part of his or her written applica-

tion, his or her own bond to the Commonwealthwithout surety, con-
taining a warrant of attorneyto confessjudgment in the penalsum of
five hundreddollars ($500), which bond shall be conditionedon the truth
and lack of fraud and misrepresentationin any of the statementsmade
by such applicantin his or her written application.Every suchapplicant
shall makeaffidavit that the facts set forth in such statementare true
and correct. Every person employed in the administration of public
assistanceshallhavepower to administeroaths for the purposeof carry-
ing into effect the provisions of this section.

* * *

Section 15. This act shall take effect September1, 1965.

AppRovED—_The26th day of August, A. D. 1965.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 204

AN ACT

HB 1212

Relating to pensions,nursing home careand medical and other healthcare for the
blind; prescribing powersand duties of the Departmentof Public Welfare in con-
nection therewith, and prescribingpenalties.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Short Title and Legislative Intent.—This act shall be

known, and may be cited, as the “State Blind PensionLaw of 1965.”
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The legislative intent of this act is to provide pensions,paid entirely
from Commonwealthfunds, for certainblind persons,as authorizedby
section 17 of Article Ill of the Constitutionof this Commonwealth,
while assuringcontinuedreceiptby the Commonwealthof Federalfunds
now available for Federal-Stateblind pensiongrantsfor blind persons
who are needy.

Section 2. Definitions.—As usedin this act, unless otherwiseindi-
cated—

(1) “Blind person” meansa persontwenty-oneyears of age or older
who has three-sixtiethsor ten two-hundredths,or less, normalvision.

(2) “State blind pension” meansa paymentto any blind personwho
meetsthe eligibility conditionsprescribedin section5 of this act, or a
payment in behalf of such blind person for medical or other health
care, including nursing home care, but excluding inpatient hospital
care and post-hospitalcare in the home provided by a hospital.

(3) “Department”means the Departmentof Public Welfare.
Section 3. Administration of Act.—This act shall be administered

by the departmentwithout regard to any Federallaws or regulations
respectingoperationof a State plan for aid to the blind.

Section4. GeneralPowersand Duties of Department.—Thedepart-
ment shall have the power, and its duty shall be:

(1) To establishrules and regulations,consistentwith law, as to the
determinationof eligibility for State blind pensionsand as to the pro-
ceduresnecessaryfor administrationof this act.

(2) To provideStateblind pensionto or in behalfof all blind persons
who meet the eligibility conditionsprescribedin section 5 of this act.
Such Stateblind pensionsshall be paid from funds appropriatedto the
department.

(3) To hear and determine appeals from actions of its employes
affectingthe rights of thoseapplyingfor or receivingStateblind pension.

Section5. Eligibility for StateBlind Pension.—Thedepartmentshall
provide a State blind pension to any blind personwho

(1) Residesin Pennsylvania,and (i) has residedtherein for at least
one year immediatelyprecedingthe date of applicationfor Stateblind
pension,or (ii) is a married woman residing with a husbandwho has
residedin Pennsylvaniafor at least one yearimmediatelyprecedingthe
date of her application for Stateblind pension;

(2) Is not an inmateof anypenalinstitution or hospitalfor mental
disease;

(3) Has actual annualincome of his own of less than two thousand
eight hundredeighty dollars ($2,880);
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(4) Owns real or personalproperty of a combinedvalue of not more
than five thousanddollars ($5,000); and who

(5) Has not disposed of any property without fair consideration
within the two yearsimmediatelyprecedingthe date of application for
Stateblind pension,or while receivingsuch pension,if ownershipof such
property, togetherwith his other property, would renderhim ineligible

for such pension.
With respectto the determinationof eligibility for Stateblind pension,

the valueof realpropertyshall be deemedto be its assessedvalue minus
encumbrances;the value of personalpropertyshall be deemedto be, its
actual value; and interestin property owned by the entiretiesshall be
deemedto be a one-half interest. Determinationof the amount of an
applicant’sincome and the value of his property shall be made by the
departmentwithout regardto any Federallaws or regulationsrespecting
income and resourcesof applicantsfor aid to the blind.

Section 6. Amount of State Blind Pension.—Exceptas provided in
section 7 of this act, the amount of State blind pensionpaid prior to
November 1, 1965 to an eligible blind person baying actual annual
income of his own of two thousandforty dollars ($2,040) or lessshall
be seventydollars ($70) monthly, and the monthly amount paid to any
other eligible blind personshall be fixed in such amountthat the sumof
his actual annual income andState blind pension equals two thousand
eight hundredeighty dollars ($2,880) a year; the amount paid after
October31, 1965 to an eligible blind personhavingactual annualincome
of his own of one thousandnine hundredeighty dollars ($1,980) or less
shall be seventy-five dollars ($75) monthly, and the monthly amount
paid to any other eligible blind personshall be fixed in such amount
that the sum of his actualannualincome and State blind pensionequals

two thousandeight hundredeighty dollars ($2,880) a year.

Section 7. Paymentfor Nursing Home Oare.—Theamountof State
blind pension paid to or in behalf of an eligible blind personwho is
physically disabled and requires nursing home care, as prescribedby
responsiblephysicians,shall be the excessof (1) the maximum amount

paid by the departmentfor nursinghomecareof recipientsof assistance
under the Public AssistanceLaw in like circumstances,over (2) the
amoui~tof the blind person’sactual income, but shall in no casebe less
than the appropriateamount specified in section6 of this act.

Section 8. Paymentfor Medical or Other Health Care.—Inaddition
to the paymentsprovided in sections6 and 7 of this act, the department

shall make payments, in behalf of persons eligible for State blind
pension,for medicalor otherhealth care other than inpatienthospital
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care, to the extent and in the amountsprovided for such medical or
other health care of recipientsof generalassistanceunder the Public
AssistanceLaw.

Section9. ProvisionsRespectingRepaymentandSupport from Rela-
tives.—Notwithstandingany otherprovisionsof law, no repaymentshall

be requiredof any State blind pension for which a blind personwas
eligible; and,with respectto the determinationof eligibility for State
blind pension,no relativeshallbe requiredto makeany monetaryor any
other paymentsor contributions for the support or maintenanceof the

blind person..
Section 10. Application.—(a) Every personapplying for State blind

pensionshall be requiredto sign a statementsettingforth the natureand
amount of his income, the nature and value of his property, and such
other factsasmay be requiredby the departmentin order to determine
whetherhe is eligible for State blind pension;and shall also be required
to sign, aspart of his written application,his own bond to the Common-
wealth,without surety,containinga warrant of attorneyto confessjudg-
ment in the penalsum of five hundreddollars ($500), which bond shall

be conditionedon the truth and lack of fraud and misrepresentationin
any of th~statementsmadeby suchapplicantin his written application.
Every suchapplicantshallmakeaffidavit that the factsset forth in such
statementare true andcorrect. Everypersonemployedin the department
who has powerto administer oaths for any purposeshall havepower to
administeroaths for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions

of this section.

(b) Whenevera blind person is unableto make application for State
blind pension by reason of his illness or infirmity, application on his
behalf may be madeby a relative or by an official of any institution in
which he is receiving medical care. Such application shall contain the
statementsrequired in subsection(a) of this section and a bond condi-
tioned as thereinprovided, except that such applicantshall be permitted

to makeaffidavit that the facts set forth in such statementare, to the
best of his knowledgeand belief, true and correct.

Section 11. Trusteesfor Certain Blind Persons.—Thedepartment
may appoint a trustee to receive the State blind pension paymentsfor
which a blind person is eligible, when, in its opinion, such trustee is
necessary.A trusteeshall serve without compensationfrom the depart-
ment, and shall be subject to such rules, regulationsand accountingas

the departmentshall prescribe.

Section 12. Protection of Information.—(a) The departmentshall
havethe powerto makeand enforceregulations:



404 Act No. 204 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

(1) To protect the namesof applicants for and recipientsof State
blind pensionfrom improperpublicationand to restrict the useof infor-
mation furnished to other agenciesor personsto purposesconnected
with the administrationof this act. Upon requestby any adult resident
of the Commonwealth,the departmentshall furnish the addressand
amountof Stateblind pensionwith respectto any personsaboutwhom
inquiry is made,but information so obtainedshall not be usedfor com-
mercialor political purposes.

(2) To protect the rights and interestsof blind personsaboutwhom
personalor confidential information is in its possession.

(b) Suchregulationsshall not preventor interfere with investigations
by properauthoritiesas to the rights of personsto receive State blind
pensionor as to the amountsof State blind pensionreceived.

Section13. Penalties.—(a)Any personwho, eitherprior to or at the
time of, or subsequentto the application for State blind pension,by
meansof a wilfully false statementor misrepresentation,or by imper-
sonationor other fraudulentmeans,secures,or attemptsto secure,or
aidsor abetsany personin securing,Stateblind pensionunder this act
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor,and,upon conviction thereof, shallbe
sentencedto pay a fine not exceedingone thousanddollars ($1,000), or

• to undergo imprisonmentnot exceedingone year,or both, andshall be
sentencedto makerestitutionof anymoneyshe has receivedby reason
of such false statement,misrepresentation,impersonation,or fraudulent
means.

(b) Any personemployedin the administrationof this act who, either
directly or indirectly, influencesor endeavorsto influence the vote of
anypersonapplying for or receivingState blind pension under the pro-
visionsof this act,shallbe guilty of a misdemeanor,and,upon conviction
thereof,shall be sentencedto pay a fine not exceedingone hundreddol-
lars ($100), or to undergo imprisonment not exceeding six months,
or both.

(c) Any personknowingly violating any of the rules and regulations
of the departmentmadein accordancewith this act shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor,and, upon conviction thereof,shall be sentencedto pay a
fine not exceedingone hundreddollars ($100), or to undergoimprison-
ment, not exceedingsix months,or both.

(d) Any personwho, either prior to, or at the time of, or subsequent
to the application for Stateblind pension,by meansof a wilfully false
statementor misrepresentation,or by impersonationor other fraudulent
means,securesor attemptsto secureunder this act, Stateblind pension
not exceedingthreehundreddollars($300)shall,uponconviction thereof
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in a summaryproceeding,be sentencedto payrestitutionof suchamount
of Stateblind pension,and to pay a fine of not more than two hundred
dollars ($200), and, in default of making restitution and the payment
of the fine imposed,to undergoimprisonmentnot exceedingsixty days.

Section 14. Effective Date.—Thisact shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The26th dayof August, A. D. 1965.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 205

AN ACT

HB 1277

Amending the act of June 3, 1937 (P. L. 1225), entitled “An act concerninggame
and other wild birds and wild animals; and amending,revising, consolidating and
changing the law relating thereto,” further providing for the sale of alien non-
residenthunting licenses.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. The third paragraphof section 303, act of June3, 1937
(P. L. 1225), known as “The Game Law,” amendedJuly 30, 1963

(P. L. 360), is amendedto read:
Section 303. NonresidentHunting and Alien NonresidentLicense

Fees.—* * *

Every alien nonresidentof this Commonwealthwho is also a non-
resident of the United States, upon written application made to the

Departmentof Revenue,any county treasurerof Pennsylvaniaor any

field division office of the PennsylvaniaGameCommission,settingforth

satisfactory evidence of his mental and physical fitness to carry and
use firearms,unless any such personhas beendisqualified for a license

in the mannerhereinafter specified, and upon the payment to the De-
partment of Revenue, any county treasurerin Pennsylvaniaor any

field division office of the PennsylvaniaGame Commissionof the fees

above designatedfor nonresidentsshall be entitled to a nonresident
hunter’s license, and the proper tag issued therewith, but the Depart-
ment of Revenue,the county treasureror the field division office of

the PennsylvaniaGame Commission shall indicate on the face of the

licensethat the holder is an alien nonresident.
APPROVED—The26th day of August, A. D. 1965.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON


