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No. 350

AN ACT

FIB 1775

Amendingthe act of May 7, 1965 (Act No. 38) (P. L. 48), entitled“A supplementto the
act of May 28, 1915 (P. L. 596), entitled ‘An act requiringcities of the secondclass
to establish a pension fund for employesof said cities, and regulating the admin-
istration and the paymentof such pensions,’ as to employes of secondclass A
cities, reducing the number of years of employment to qualify for a pension,
and increasingpensionpaymentsand contributions,” including retired personswith-
in the provisions of the act.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section1, act of May 7, 1965 (Act No. 38) (P. L. 48), en-
titled “A supplementto the act of May 28, 1915 (P. L. 596),entitled ‘An

act requiringcities of the secondclassto establisha pensionfund for em-
ployes of said cities, and regulatingthe administrationand the payment
of such pensions,’as to employesof secondclassA cities, reducingthe

numberof yearsof employmentto qualify for a pension,andincreasing
pension payments and contributions,” is amendedto read:

Section 1. Every personheretofore,now or hereafteremployedby

cities of the secondclassA ashereinprovided,if any, of the ageof sixty
years and upwards, who shall have been so employed for a period of
fifteen years or more, and have contributed to the fund for twenty
years or more, shall upon application to the board of pensionsherein
createdbe retired from service and shall during the remainderof his
or her life receivethe pensionor compensationfixed by this act, subject
to such quali�cationsas arehereincontained.

Section 2. This act shall take effect January1, 1966.

APPROVED—The 10th day of November,A. D. 1965.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 351

AN ACT

HB 1815

Providing pensionsfor surviving spousesof police officers in cities of the second
class A under certain terms and conditions, and providing for contributions by
membersof the police pension or retirementfund and appropriationsby the city
for that purpose.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
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enactsas follows:

Section1. (a) In anycity of the secondclassA anymemberof the
police pension or retirement fund who is married and who elects in
writing to be governedby the provisionsof this act and who retires
under the provisions of the law regulating the retirement of police
officers therein and ordinancesadoptedpursuantthereto, shall, at the
time of his retirement,i~eceivethe pension so provided for during his
lifetime anda pension after his death,payable to his surviving spouse
at the time of retirement,equal to fifty per centum of his pension:
Provided, That such personso retiring shall havebeenmarried to his
spousefor not less thanfive yearsprior to the date of retirementand
the spouseis dependentupon such deceasedemploye at the time of his
death.

(b) The pension to be paid to suchsurviving spouseshallbeginon the
first dayof the month in which the deathof the deceasedspouseoccurs
or the first dayof the month following the survivingspouse’sattainment
of the ageof forty-five, whicheveris the later, and shall continueto and
terminateupon the deathof suchsurviving spouse,unlesssuch surviving
spouseshall remarry, in which event the payment of the survivor’s
pension shall thereuponbe terminated.

(c) The word “pension” as used in this section shall be construedto
mean the sum of the pension plus the amount of service increment,if
any, to which the married personretiring shall be entitled.

(d) When any surviving spousereceives paymentsunder the pro-
visions of this section,such surviving spouseshall not be entitled to
any withdrawal of contributionsmadeinto the police pensionor retire-
ment fund by the deceasedemploye,nor shall the children,parentsor
estateof the deceasedemployebe entitled to a refund of said contribu-
tions.

Section 2. (a) In anycity of the secondclassA, a surviving spouse
of any active memberof the police pensionor retirement fund who:

(1) At the time of his deathwas in active service with the city; and
(2) Had elected to be governedby the provisionsof this act; and
(3) Had completedat least twelve and one-half years’ service;

shall be entitled to survivorshipbenefitsequal to fifty per centum of
the pensionwhich would have beenpayable to such active memberhad
he retired at the date of his death:Provided,That such employeshall
havebeenmarried to his spousefor not less thanfive yearsprior to the
date of his deathand that the spousewas dependentupon such deceased
employeat the time of his death.
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(b) Such surviving spouseshall be entitled to receive paymentscom-
mencing the first day of the month next following the deathof the
deceasedspouseor upon the first day of the month when the surviving
spouseattainsthe age of forty-five, whicheveris later, and such payment
shall continue to and terminateupon the deathof suchsurviving spouse:
Provided, however, That in the event that such surviving spouseshall
remarry, the paymentof the survivorship pension shall thereuponbe
terminated.

(c) The word “pension” as usedin this section shall be construedto
mean the sum of the pensionplus the amountof service increments,if
any, to which the deceasedmemberof the police pension or retirement
fund would havebeenentitledhadhe retiredupon the dateof his death.

(d) When any surviving spouse receivespayments under the pro-
visions of this section,such surviving spouseshall not be entitled to any
withdrawal of contributionsmadeinto the police pension or retirement
fund by the deceasedemployes,nor shall the estateof the deceasedbe
entitled to a refund of said contributions.

Section 3. Any memberof the police pension or retirement fund,
within ninety days after the effective date of this act, and any person
hereafter joining the police pension or retirement fund may within

ninety days of joining the fund, elect to be governedby the provisions

of this act, provided such electionshall be in writing and that writing
shall be filed with the secretaryof the police pensionor retirementfund.

Section 4. Each memberwho elects to be governedunder the pro-
visions of this act shall agreeto contribute one percentof his earned
compensationin addition to all other contributionsrequiredby law and
ordinancesadoptedpursuantthereto.

Section 5. The annual appropriation made by cities of the second
classA for the purposeof paying police pension or retirement allow-
ancesshall be sufficient, when addedto the contributionsmadeby mem-

bersduring such year, sums receivedfrom tax distributions and income
from investments,to pay in full the retirementallowaiscesand the pen-
sions authorized by this act for surviving spousespayable during such

year.

Section 6. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROvED—The 10th day of November, A. P. 1965.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON


