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No. 482

AN ACT
SB 878

Amending the act of April 18, 1949 (P. L. 512), entitled “An act relating to the
administration and distribution of decedents’ estates, trust estates, minors’ estates
and absentees’ estates, both as to real and personal property, and the procedure
relating thereto; including the disposition of such estates or portions thereof and the
determination of title thereto without the appointment of a fiduciary in certain
cases; the appointment, bond, removal and discharge of fiduciaries of such estates,
their powers, duties and liabilities; the rights of persons dealing with such fiduciaries,
and the rights of persons claiming an interest in such estates or in property distributed
therefrom whether as claimants or distributees, and containing provisions concerning
guardians of the person of minors, the powers, duties and liabilities of sureties and
of foreign fiduciaries, the abatement, survival and control of actions and rights of
action, and the presumption of death; and also generally dealing with the jurisdiction,
powers and procedure of the orphans’ court and of the register of wills in all matters
relating to fiduciaries,” further providing for occupation of decedent’s real estate.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby
enacts as follows:

Section 1. Section 501, act of April 18, 1949 (P. L. 512), known
as the “Fiduciaries Act of 1949,” is amended to read:

Section 501. Possession of Real and Personal Estate; Excep-
tion.—A personal representative shall have the right to and shall take
possession of, maintain and administer all the real and personal
estate of the decedent, except real estate occupied at the time of death

by an heir or devisee with the consent of the decedent. He shall collect

the rents and income from each asset in his possession until it is sold or
distributed, and, during the administration of the estate, shall have the
right to maintain any action with respect to it and shall make all reason-
able expenditures necessary to preserve it. The court may direct the
personal representative to take possession of, administer and maintain
real estate so occupied by an heir or a devisee if this is necessary to pro-

tect the rights of claimants or other parties. Nothing in this section shall
affect the personal representative’s power to sell real estate occupied
by an heir or devisee.
Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
APPROVED—The 22d day of December, A. D. 1965.
WILLIAM W. SCRANTON
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